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Into the Sixth Form | Introduction 
 
 
 
Moving into the Sixth Form is a significant and exciting step. You have more control and choice about what you will study 
than you have had so far in your school career, and you will also be given more responsibility – both in your work and 
outside the classroom. In the Sixth Form you are laying the foundations for university and beyond, so it is important that 
you make careful and sensible decisions about the subjects you study next year. 
  
This booklet explains the aims and structure of the Sixth Form Curriculum at Mill Hill and is designed to help you to make 
appropriate choices for your AS subjects. It includes a section on the subject requirements of British degree courses, 
which should also be taken into account when making decisions about your AS subjects. 
 
Please read the booklet carefully before making your subject choices; sensible thought and planning now is likely to lead 
to a successful start to your Sixth Form career here. 
 
 

 
Dr Dominic Luckett BA, DPhil, FRSA 
Headmaster 
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Into the Sixth Form | Curriculum 

 
The aims of the Sixth Form curriculum are: 
 
Á to provide an academic curriculum which is appropriate for each pupil in its range and demands; 
Á to encourage and develop personal skills of study, research and thought; 
Á to encourage pupils to consider and discuss issues relevant to them as they move towards adulthood and 

participation in the full range in rights and responsibilities as citizens. 
 
In the Lower Sixth the standard expectation is for pupils to take four AS courses. In addition they have a weekly 
timetabled session of Personal, Social, Health and Religious Education and a weekly timetabled session of 
Complementary Studies. Suitably qualified pupils may take an additional AS course, where the timetable can be arranged 
to make this possible. The ablest mathematicians have additional periods of Mathematics each week to enable them to 
sit A Level Further Mathematics in addition to A Level Mathematics. For a small number of pupils, a programme of three, 
rather than, four AS courses may be agreed as being appropriate; this is usually because it has not been possible to 
identify a fourth subject which they would like to take and for which they have met the academic entry requirements.  
 
Guidance is given to pupils and their parents about making AS subject choices; this includes an external 
academic/careers guidance test report, discussions with tutors and Housemasters/ mistresses and talks from the Deputy 
Head (Academic). Detailed information on the Lower Sixth Form curriculum is set out in this Lower Sixth Form Guide ‘Into 
the Sixth Form’, a copy of which is given to each Fifth Form pupil and to their parents/guardian. 
 
The PSHRE programme covers both years of the Sixth Form and encourages pupils to participate in discussion, to 
research information, to present short talks, to contribute to a debate and to become involved in various activities across 
the school curriculum. The programme is modular, and the modules include: sex and relationships, drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco, presentation skills, personal financial management skills, the environment, and moral values and their 
relationship with faith and belief. These modules are combined with whole year group presentations and guidance to 
pupils and parents/guardians on Higher Education and Gap Year opportunities. 
 
In most cases, pupils continue with three of their examination courses in the Upper Sixth, to complete A levels in those 
subjects. By the time a pupil has completed their Upper Sixth year, therefore, they will normally have qualifications in 
three subjects at A level and one subject at AS level. Pupils are not be asked to decide which three of their four AS level 
courses they wish to study at A2 level until they have completed two terms of their AS level courses. The minimum 
requirement to continue in the Upper Sixth is a minimum E grade in that subject in the AS examination. 
 
You will find in this Curriculum Guide detailed information about each of the AS level courses which the School intends to 
offer in September each year. Where appropriate, information about the A2 courses which would follow them is also 
included. Before pupils make their A2 choices (for the Upper Sixth), they are given an Upper Sixth Curriculum Guide, 
which gives further information about each of the A2 courses which the School offers.  
 
For timetabling and other reasons, not all combinations of subjects will be possible; if a particular combination requested 
is not possible, pupils are told as soon as possible, and the School will discuss possible alternative subject combinations. 
Lower Sixth Form Entry Requirements The minimum academic requirement for entry to the Sixth Form is two GCSE 
passes at grade A and three at grade B plus at least C grades in Mathematics and English Language or Literature. 
Candidates not sitting GCSE examinations (i.e. those coming from other countries) will be expected to achieve the 
equivalent standard to this in their country’s grading and examination system. In addition to this general requirement, 
each subject has specific minimum entry requirements; these are listed on page 29. Ideally you should be aiming to 
achieve A* or A in those subjects which are relevant to your intended AS level courses. 
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Into the Sixth Form | Choosing your subjects 
 
 
Advice on choosing your subjects 
 
1. Collect the Information you will need 
 
Before you make the important decisions regarding your AS level courses next year, collect as much relevant information 
as possible. 
 

a)  Consider your present subjects: 
• which subjects do you enjoy? why you enjoy them – the subject itself? the teacher? 
• which subjects are you good at? 
 

b)  Find out about your possible AS level subjects: 
• what do the AS level courses offered by the School courses actually cover? Read the Sixth Form   

Curriculum Guide details carefully so that you make sensible subject choices. It is not always 
possible to change an AS course once started, as there may not be space in the course you would 
like to change to. 

• what GCSE subjects and grades are required for the different subjects? 
 

c)  Take into account your Careers Guidance Test Report 
• which career area(s) should you keep open? 
• which AS level subjects are requirements for these careers, and which are optional? 
• did the Report identify particular academic strengths and weaknesses? 
 

d)  Talk to your present teachers 
• ask your present subject teachers whether they think that you would be able to cope successfully 

in their subject at AS level 
• ask them to give you an idea of what their subject is actually like at AS level 
• for subjects you have not taken before, talk to the Head of Department 

 
e)  Talk to older pupils doing the courses in which you are interested 

• ask them what the courses in which you are interested are really like 
• were they different from what they expected? 
• does the way you study in that subject suit the way you work best? Is there a large 

coursework/research assignment component? 
 

f)  Talk to parents, friends and others 
• They can shed valuable light on careers, and possibly on Higher Education courses, but remember 

that courses and entry requirements are changing all the time, and advice from people not directly 
involved in this area can get out of date quickly. 

 
g)  Visit the Careers Department/Library 

• books giving general help, e.g.’Your Choice of AS Levels’ 
• books giving information on specific career areas, e.g. the 'Careers in ....' series 
• books giving information on subject requirements for entry to degree courses: 
• 'The Big UCAS Book’ and ‘Degree Course Offers’ 

 
h)  Find out what A level subjects are needed for which degree courses 

• You will find a summary of the A level subject requirements for most degree courses on the 
following pages 
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2. Making your decisions 
 
As in most schools, Mill Hill’s AS courses are organised into four blocks of subjects, and you take one subject in each 
block. In a blocking system not all combinations of subjects are possible, although the blocks will be organised so that the 
most usual combinations will be available. At this stage, therefore, you should try to identify one reserve subject in 
addition to your preferred four.  
 

a) Rule out the obvious non–runners for your AS level subjects. 
b) Divide the rest into ‘definites’ and 'possibles'. 
c) Think carefully about the relationship between the courses you might study at AS level and your 

education/career beyond them. Consider also the Higher 
 

Education and career implications of the various combinations of Arts and Science subjects. 
 

• with 3 Sciences plus Maths you can go on to courses such as Science, Engineering, Medicine, but your range 
of subjects will look rather narrow; most universities would like you to include 1 Arts or Humanities subject 
in your 4 AS courses even if you intend to read a Maths/Science/Engineering or Medicine-related subject. 

 
• with 2 or 3 courses from Sciences/Maths plus 1 or 2 Arts/Humanities subjects you can still go on to courses 

such as Science, Engineering, Medicine, and your range of subjects will look better balanced. Employers 
want scientists/engineers/doctors who do not only have a high level of technical expertise, but are also 
literate and articulate. 

 
• with 2 courses from Sciences/Maths plus 2 Arts/Humanities subjects you can go on to courses such as 

architecture, surveying, pharmacy, industrial management, purchasing, marketing, and you are still showing 
a good balance of subjects. 

 
• with Arts/Humanities subjects only you can go on to courses such as administration, financial services, 

business/management, social services, creative fields but you are not showing a good balance of subjects. 
Consider including Maths or a Science, if appropriate for you. 

  
d) Review your options after you have received the results of your Mock examinations. 

 
e) Remember that there is no single 'perfect' path for your career. Most people have a range of talents that will 

enable them to be successful in many different courses or careers. Most Fifth Formers don’t have a clear idea of 
what careers they want to follow, so make choices which leave open to you as many sensible options as 
possible. 

 
 
Special Notes 
 
Á If you choose four courses which include both Arts/Humanities and Science subjects, rather than all 

Arts/Humanities or all Science/Maths, and which you are likely to do well in, you are strongly encouraged to do 
so. It is likely to strengthen your university application. 

 
Á For very many degree courses the actual subjects of your AS and A2 courses will not matter; the grades you 

obtain in the subjects you have studied are likely to be the most important factor in the majority of cases. 
 

¶ For most careers (the obvious exceptions include medical/scientific careers) the actual subject of your degree 
will not be relevant. Most peoples’ jobs do NOT relate directly to what they studied at university. This gives you 
a much wider choice of degree subject - and therefore of AS courses – than you might have thought. 
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Into the Sixth Form | University Entry Requirements 

 
 
A Level subject requirements for Degree Courses 
 
Most subjects at degree level have few specific A level subject requirements; what is usually more important is the actual 
grades you achieve. The information below is given in good faith and is believed correct at time of publication. However, 
it should be taken as a likely indication only. Requirements can vary from one university to another and universities 
reserve the right to change entry requirements at any time, and may do so as little as between one and two years before 
the year of entry. To be sure of the current specific A Level subject requirements of a course at a particular university, 
you should check the university’s website or contact the university direct. 
 

¶ Accountancy 
Maths occasionally required. 

 

¶ Agriculture 
Two Sciences; Chemistry often required, Biology often preferred 

 

¶ Ancient History 
History, Ancient History or Classical Civilisation preferred or required. 

 

¶ Archaeology 
Latin or Greek sometimes preferred; a science subject occasionally required. 

 

¶ Architecture 
Some courses require Maths or Physics. A level Art is not required, although a portfolio will be expected. 

 

¶ Astronomy 
Maths and Physics usually required. 

 

¶ Biochemistry 
Chemistry required. Biology or Maths also preferred 

 

¶ Biological Sciences 
Chemistry usually required. 1-2 more Maths/Science subjects usually preferred. 

 

¶ Business Studies 
Maths occasionally required or preferred. 

 

¶ Chemistry 
Chemistry and another Science usually required. 
 

¶ Chemical Engineering 
Chemistry required, with Physics and/or Maths preferred. 

 

¶ Classics 
Latin or Greek usually preferred or required. 

 

¶ Computer Science 
Maths and/or Physics sometimes required. 

 

¶ Dentistry 
Chemistry required.  Two Maths/Science preferred. 

 

¶ Drama 
Theatre Studies and/or English required. A foreign language and/or History are required for some courses. 

 

¶ Economics 
Maths occasionally required. 

 

¶ Engineering (most types) 
Maths and Physics normally required, except for foundation courses and some civil engineering courses. 

 

¶ English 
English normally required and a foreign language to GCSE at certain universities. 

 

¶ Environmental Science 
Biology and Chemistry usually preferred. 
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¶ Food Science/Technology 
Chemistry required. One or two more sciences often preferred. 

 

¶ French 
French required. Second foreign language often an advantage. 

 

¶ Geography 
Geography required. 

 

¶ Geology 
Two-three subjects from Sciences and Maths usually required. 

 

¶ German 
German required.  Second foreign language often an advantage. 

 

¶ History 
History required or preferred. 

 

¶ Law 
No specific subject requirements, though subjects such as English, History, Mathematics are well regarded. 

 

¶ Management Studies 
Maths occasionally required. 

 

¶ Materials Science/Metallurgy 
Two-three Maths/Science subjects usually required. 

 

¶ Mathematics/Statistics 
Mathematics required. 

 

¶ Medicine 
Chemistry required at A level. Biology often required to at least AS level. One more Maths/Science preferred. 
However, you should try to include an Arts/Humanities subject in addition to Maths/Science subjects. 

 

¶ Music 
Music normally required. 

 

¶ Pharmacy/Pharmacology 
Chemistry required. Two more Maths/Science preferred. 

 

¶ Physics 
Maths and Physics usually required. 

 

¶ Physiology 
Chemistry required, plus sometimes two more Maths/Science. 

 

¶ Psychology (science course) 
One or two Science subjects.  No A level subject requirements for arts course in psychology. 

 

¶ Quantity Surveying 
A Science subject may be required for some courses. 

 

¶ Spanish 
Spanish required.  Second foreign language often an advantage. 

 

¶ Sports Studies 
Maths or Physics may be required and potentially Biology. 

 

¶ Veterinary Science 
Chemistry required. Two more Maths/Science preferred. 
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ART 

 
Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel - 8AD01 
 
Entry Requirements:  Entry requirements Grade B in GCSE Art and Design is normally expected. In exceptional 

circumstances, a portfolio of Artwork may be submitted to the head of Art and Design for 
consideration. 

 
Art and Design is appropriate both for those who wish to have an introduction to professional practice in a creative and 
visual world and for those who are interested in culture and the history of ideas. AS level Art and Design is about looking 
and understanding, the essential measure of this is through drawing. The most important entry requirement for this 
course is an ability to make intelligent well-observed drawings. The disciplines associated with this course are painting 
and drawing, printmaking, sculpture, alternative media, theatre design, constructed textiles, fine Art textiles, fashion 
textiles, photography, digital photography, film and video, illustration and multimedia. 
 
AS Art consists of two units 
 
Unit 1: Art and Design Coursework, which counts for 60% of the AS. 
This unit forms the basis on which you develop your knowledge, skills and understanding in creating a rich visual 
language within the context of selected ideas. Your submission will need to include evidence of: 

¶ An exploration of theme  

¶ Appropriate research and recording from primary 
sources.  

¶ Selecting appropriate sources and contextual images for 
analysis, demonstrating understanding, meaning and 
context.  

¶ Analysing and using sources and contexts to inform and 
inspire your work  

¶ Development of ideas, ongoing analysis and review.  

¶ Exploration of media and methods to record information 
and develop ideas.  

¶ Synthesis of ideas and outcome(s) which connect with 
appropriate context.  

 
Unit 2: Art and Design Externally set assignment, which counts for 40% of the AS. 
 
A2 Art and Design consists of two units of work 
 
Unit 3 is the Personal Study and counts for 30% of the full A level. 
The personal study consists of two elements. The research or exploratory study, and a written submission of between 
2000 and 5000 words. 
 
Unit 4 is an externally set assignment and counts for 20% of the full A Level. 
 

  



 

10 

Upper Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel - 9030 

The A2 course enables you to reassess or continue with interests you established in the AS course. The work can be 
specialised in one creative discipline or it can be spread over two or more areas. 

The A2 unit consists of unit 3, a coursework unit worth 30% of the advanced GCE, and unit 4, an externally set 
assignment worth 20% of the advanced GCE 

Unit 3 consists of two parts 

a. Practical coursework should arise from your current 
interests and experiences in art, craft and design together 
with knowledge skills and understanding gained from 
earlier units. You will chose your own theme and 
undertake appropriate research. Media and processes 
will be chosen to facilitate a personal response.  

b. For the personal study you are expected to investigate a 
wide range of sources. This should include first hand 
experiences in galleries, museums or of buildings or 
design objects. The context of the personal study must be 
inspired by and linked to part (a) of this coursework.  

Your ideas must be concentrated in the form of either: 

¶ A study in book form, including images produced by you, 
including a written text  of between 1000 and 3000 
words.  

or 

¶ A visual display of images collected or produced by you, 
and a written text  of no more than 1000 words.  

Unit 4 is the examination unit 

You must respond to the theme set by the examiners. You should build on the knowledge and understanding gained in 
Unit 3. 

You will submit a range of preparatory studies including a sketchbook and a final outcome.  
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BIOLOGY 

 
Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  AQA - 2410 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Biology or BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science. A good standard in 

Chemistry is beneficial. If taking Core and Additional Science, your mark in the Biology 
component must also be of at least B grade standard. 

 
AS Level Course Content 
 
Unit 1: Biology and Disease - 33% of total AS marks - written paper 1hr 15 mins. 
 
Subject content: 

¶ Digestive and gas exchange systems may be affected by communicable and non-
communicable diseases  

¶ A knowledge of basic biology allows us to understand the symptoms of disease and 
interpret data relating to risk factors  

 
Unit 2: The variety of living organisms - 46% of total AS marks - written paper 1hr 45 mins. 
Subject content: 

¶ The influence of genetic and environmental factors on intraspecific competition  

¶ The variety of life is reflected in similarities and differences in its biochemical basis and 
cellular organisation  

¶ Size and metabolic rate affect an organism’s requirements and give rise to adaptations.  
 
Unit 3: Practical and Investigative Skills - 20% of total AS marks 
 
Internal Assessment: Assessment of practical skills (PSA) by teacher during course plus an Investigative skills assignment 
(ISA) set by the board and carried out in class. 
 
Careers and Higher Education Links - Biology is one of the most versatile of all A level subjects. It tests the full range of 
academic skills. The range of university courses and careers linked to Biology is extensive and rapidly expanding. Medical 
and Dentistry schools in London now require at least an AS in both Biology and Chemistry, with at least one of the 
subjects followed into the A2 course. Other medical schools are expected to have similar requirements. But, it should be 
emphasised that A level Biology is far more than a preparation for Medicine! 
 
The A2 course - Much of the A2 course is built around specialist optional modules. A field trip takes place in the second 
half of the Summer Term after the AS examinations have finished, and this trip forms the basis of the major practical 
investigation required in the A2 course. Otherwise, A2 builds on the foundation established at AS level. 
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Upper Sixth 
 

Syllabus Followed: AQA - 2411 

Unit 4 BIOL4 Populations and Environment 

16.7% of total A level course - Exam 1hr 30 mins 
33.3% of A2 course 

6-9 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions involving continuous prose and How Science Works 

This module contains a substantial amount of the main principles of Biology that were considered too demanding for the 
AS course. It contains works on Energy supply, the biochemistry of photosynthesis and respiration, nutrient cycles, 
population studies and inheritance. Topics are treated within specific contexts and questions will demand an 
understanding of the principles of scientific research and an ability to apply concepts to unfamiliar situations. 

Unit 5 BIOL5 Control in cells and in organisms 

23.3% of total A level course - Exam 2hrs 15 mins 
46.6% of A2 course 

8-10 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions and a synoptic essay (choice 1 of 2) 

This module covers physiological mechanisms underlying the ability to sense and respond to stimuli both internal and 
external. It includes endocrine and nervous control, muscle and nerve action, homeostasis. Also in this module is an 
advanced course on gene technology and its applications including gene expression, cloning, gene therapy, medical 
diagnosis and genetic fingerprinting. 

Unit 6 BIO6T - Investigative and practical skills (internally assessed) 

10% of total A level course 
20% of A2 course 

This unit consists of two internally marked sections: 

1. Practical skills assessment (PSA) 6 raw marks  

Students are graded on their ability to demonstrate ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques, selecting 
appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods, record and communicate reliable results and analyse and 
interpret them in the light of their own and others’ experimental activities 

2. Investigative skills assessment (ISA) 44 raw marks  

Students are set a practical exercise which is done under exam conditions. In further supervised sessions they 
are expected to process their results (including a statistical test) and answer an examination paper set by the 
board based on the investigation. There is no ‘course work’ in the old fashioned sense of a longer project 
completed at home. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
Lower Sixth 

 

Syllabus Followed:  OCR H030 (AS) and H430 (A2) 

 

Entry Requirements:  Grade C in Maths and Grade C in English Language 

 
 
Examination Structure 
 
AS Level  
 
Two Units are covered and externally assessed. 
 

¦ƴƛǘ όCнфмύ Ψ!ƴ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ - (40% of AS)  

5 compulsory questions of a short answer & data response style - (1 Hour)  

 

¦ƴƛǘ όCнфнύ Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ - (60% of AS)  

Section A answer one, six part question - (2 Hours) 

Section B answer all four questions based on a pre-issued case study  

 
 
Examination Structure 
 
A2 Level  
 
Two Units are covered and externally assessed. 
 

¦ƴƛǘ όCнфоύ ΨaŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎΩ - (40% of A2)  

Six questions based on case study stimulus material - (2 Hours)  

 

¦ƴƛǘ όCнфтύ Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ - (60% of A2)  

Four questions answered based on a pre-issued case study, part of which will include a specified numerical 

content (this unit is synoptic) - (2 Hours)  

 

What is Business Studies? 

Business Studies is as demanding intellectually as Economics, but less theoretical. It is not a vocational course. It draws 
on a wide range of disciplines, such as human resource management, finance, production and marketing and integrates 
them in the context of an organisation’s external environment. Through case studies and through visits to a number of 
businesses, you will have frequent opportunities to see classroom theory applied in real situations. Few Business Studies 
problems have a single, simple answer, so you will need to be able to assemble and sift evidence from a variety of 
disciplines in developing a solution to a problem. 
 

How does Business Studies differ from Economics? 

Although Economics and Business Studies share some common content there is a fundamental difference in emphasis 
between the two subjects. Take for example a rise in the rate of interest. The Economist would seek to explain why the 
rate has changed, through the use of theoretical models and diagrams and these models would be used to attempt to 
predict subsequent changes within the whole economy. In contrast, the Business Studies student would be more 
concerned with what effect the change in the interest rate would have on an organisation, its employees and customers. 
 

What can Business Studies be combined with? 

Business Studies can successfully be combined with any other A level subject. 
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Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: OCR - H430 

Examination Structure: 2 units, both externally assessed 

 
 
How does A2 Business Studies differ from AS Business Studies? 
The A2 course followed attempts to build upon principles established within the AS course. The emphasis is placed upon 
testing candidates’ understanding of the material covered, but the real focus is placed very firmly on the ability of the 
student to demonstrate an ability to analyses and evaluate the different elements of the subject as a whole. This satisfies 
the ‘synoptic’ nature of the A2 course structure. 
 
Examination Structure 
 
A2 Level 
 
Two units are covered and externally assessed. 
 
¦ƴƛǘ όCнфоύ ΨaŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎΩ (40% of A2) 

Six questions based on case study stimulus material (2 hours) 

 
¦ƴƛǘ όCнфтύ Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ (60% of A2) 
Four questions based on pre-issued case study, part of which will include a specified numerical content 
(This unit is synoptic)  
  



 

15 

CHEMISTRY 

 

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel Chemistry 8CH01 (AS) and 9CH01 (A2) 

Entry Requirements:  B in GCSE Chemistry or BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science. Grade B in GCSE 
Mathematics is also expected. 

 
Is Chemistry suitable for me? 
Chemistry is suitable for you if you have an interest in, and enjoy chemistry, want to find out about how things work in 
the real world, enjoy applying your mind to solving problems, and you want to use chemistry to progress onto further 
studies in Higher Education or support other qualifications or enter chemistry-based employment. 
 
What will this course teach me? 
This course will give you the skills and understanding to make decisions about the way Chemistry affects your everyday 
life by applying concepts into contemporary areas of Chemistry including climate change, green chemistry and 
pharmaceuticals.  
 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 
The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills that you achieved in GCSE Science, 
Additional Science and Chemistry. In Chemistry you will need to be able to communicate effectively, be able to carry out 
research, work independently and critically think about problems.  
 
What will I learn? 
AS Chemistry gives you the opportunity to study a core of key concepts in greater detail. Many of the ideas first covered 
at GCSE will be revisited but with a greater emphasis on explaining rather than simply describing the behaviour of 
molecules. While studying GCE Chemistry you will develop practical skills that include making observations, collecting 
data, analysing experimental results and formulating conclusions.  
 
AS Level assessment 
 

¶ Units 1 and 2 are written examinations (90 mins each) containing multiple choice, objective, short answer and 
extended answer questions  

¶ Unit 3  is an assessment of your practical skills over your whole year’s practical work.  
 
A2 Level Assessment 

 

¶ Units 4 and 5 are written examinations examinations (105 mins each) containing multiple choice, objective, 
short answer and extended answer questions. 

¶ Unit 6  is an assessment of your practical skills over your whole year’s practical work.  
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AS Course Structure 
 
Unit 1:  The Core Principles of Chemistry (40%)  

1.3 Formulae, equations and amounts of substance  

1.4 Energetics  

1.5 Atomic structure and the periodic table  

1.6 Bonding  

1.7 Introductory organic chemistry 

  

Unit 2: Application of Core Principles of Chemistry (40%) 
 

2.3 Shapes of molecules and ions  

2.4 Intermediate bonding and bond polarity  

2.5 Intermolecular forces  

2.6 Redox  

2.7 The periodic table — groups 2 and 7  

2.8 Kinetics  

2.9 Chemical equilibria  

2.10 Organic chemistry  

2.11 Mechanisms  

2.12 Mass spectra and IR 

2.13 Green chemistry 

A2 Course Structure 

Unit 4:            Application of Core Principles of Chemistry 

4.3 How fast? — rates 

4.4 How far? — entropy 

4.5 Equilibria 

4.6 Application of rates and equilibrium 

4.7 Acid/base equilibria 

4.8 Further organic chemistry 

4.9 Spectroscopy and chromatography 

Unit 5:       DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ LL φ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ aŜǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ 
Nitrogen Chemistry 

5.3 Redox and the chemistry of the transition metals 

5.4 Organic chemistry — arenes, nitrogen compounds and synthesis 
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

 

Lower Sixth 

Syllabus Followed:  OCR - H041  

 

Entry Requirements:  Grade C in GCSE English Language or English Literature  

 
What is Classical Civilisation? 
Classical Civilisation will appeal to anyone who is interested in literature, history and art. The syllabus allows a choice of 
the study of several topics from the classical world of the Greeks and Romans. The following two topics will be studied in 
the Lower Sixth year: 

1. IƻƳŜǊΩs Odyssey and Society: one of Homer’s great epic poems, studied in translation, about the wanderings of 
Odysseus on his return from Troy to his home in Ithaca. As well as the story and its characters, social issues for 
discussion include fate, heroism, morality and justice.  

2. Greek Tragedy in its Context: four of the finest tragic plays ever written, by Aeschylus (Agamemnon), Sophocles 
(Ajax) and the most modern of the great tragedians, Euripides (Medea and Trojan Women). This unit also deals 
with the Greek theatre and development of tragedy as well as its place in the life of fifth-century Athens.  

 

Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: OCR H441 

Areas of Study 

There have been some considerable changes to the Classical Civilisation specification, since all four units (2 at AS, and 2 
at A2) are all much more synoptic in nature than in previous years. The A2 course continues with two further topics 
studied - from a choice (as yet to be determined) of the following: 

¶ CC8 Art & Architecture in the Greek World in which the focus of study is sculpture, vase painting and 
architecture of the Classical Greek world (including the famous Elgin marbles and the work of Praxiteles, 
Skopas and Lysippos). [This unit will be one of the two definitely offered from September 2009.]  

¶ CC9 Comic Drama in the Ancient World focusing on the works of Aristophanes, Menander (Greek) and 
Plautus (Roman) in their historical, literary and cultural contexts.  

¶ CC10 Virgil & the world of the hero which will deal with Virgil’s epic masterpiece The Aeneid in its literary 
and cultural context, along with selected parts of Homer’s Iliad.  

Assessment 

As with the AS course, assessment at A2 level is entirely by written examination. The candidate’s performance in the two 
AS units will account for 50% of the final A level grade. Details of the two A2 examinations (each of 1½ hours duration) 
are as follows: 

Each unit will comprise the format below: 

¶ CC7 through CC10 (25% of A level for each of the two units)  

 Section A: Choice of one from two context questions. 
Section B: Choice of one from three essay questions. 
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What previous knowledge or study is required? 

No previous knowledge of Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisation or Ancient History is required, and all topics are studied in 
English. However, you really do need to have a genuine interest in classical literature, history and culture. If you do not, 
then this may not be an appropriate course for you. 
 
Course and Examination structure 
The two topic areas are each examined by a 1½ hour written paper at the end of the Lower Sixth year, leading to an AS 
level. Each examination has two sections (commentary and essay); in each section candidates are required to answer one 
question from a choice of two. The texts are not studied in isolation, but rather in the context of the social, political and 
historical settings of the time. Individual responses and ideas are as important as the assimilation of knowledge. 
Those pupils continuing to the full A level go on to study Virgil’s Aeneid and Greek Art and Architecture in the Upper Sixth 
year. 
 

What AS subjects can I combine with Classical Civilisation? 

Classical Civilisation fits very well with any choice of AS courses, and is recognised by all British universities. It can be 
combined with other Arts subjects, or can be taken as a contrasting subject to Mathematics and/or the Sciences. 

Other Information 

The study of Classical Civilisation provides a great variety of issues and information about the classical world which has 
been so influential on our modern world. It also develops useful skills in terms of analysis, evaluation, comparison and 
communication, which are transferable to other subjects, degree subjects and careers. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Lower Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: OCR H053 AS Product Design 
OCR H453 A2 Product Design 

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in a GCSE Technology discipline. Candidates not taking GCSE Technology will be 
considered on an individual basis, but are unlikely to be adequately prepared for the AS/A level 
course. 

This course is a continued development of GCSE Modular courses that are offered with OCR. The new AS/A2 courses 
allow those pupils that have studied the modular GCSE course to pursue their Design and Technology interests to a full A 
Level standard by a similar approach to assessment. The style of teaching is essentially the same as the GCSE’s, with 
small guided projects interspaced with topics based upon design, systems, and product design. The use of computers is 
essential to the course in terms of preparation of coursework and the use of our CAD/CAM facilities. 

Course Structure 

AS Level - The syllabus consists of 2 modules; Unit F521 is called the “advanced innovation challenge”. Candidates take 
part in a timed challenge based on a pre-released theme, under examination conditions. The challenge consists of a 
workbook, a modelling exercise and a written paper. This examination is June of the A/S year. Unit F522 is called the 
“product study”. Candidates carry out an in-depth product analysis of a object of their choice, resulting in suggestions for 
improvement. This is a coursework component that is marked by the teacher, internally standardised within the school 
and moderated by OCR. 

A2 Level - The syllabus consists of 2 modules. Unit F423 is called “design, make and evaluate”. Candidates are required to 
produce a coursework portfolio and product that fully demonstrates their designing, making and evaluation skills using 
creativity, flair and innovation. This unit is intended to draw upon and develop skills learnt in the AS units. Unit F524 is 
called “product design”. This is a timed written paper that consists of two components. Candidates will be able to select 
questions across the focus material areas. 

The assessment units for the AS are as follows: 

¶ Unit F521 Advanced Innovation Challenge: 40% of AS 
(20% of A level)  

¶ Unit F522 Product Study: 60% of AS (30% of A level)  

The assessment units for the A2 are as follows: 

¶ Unit F523 Design, Make and Evaluate: 30% of A level  

¶ Unit F524 Product Design: 20% of A level  

Candidates choosing this subject should expect to spend some time throughout the academic year in extended 
workshops, after school, to improve their skills and knowledge. 
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Upper Sixth 

 

Syllabus Followed: OCR H453 Product Design 

 
The A2 course is a continuation of the AS course which is offered by Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR). The 
marks awarded for the AS constitute 50% of the total ‘A’ level. It is therefore very important for pupils to attain their 
highest possible grade at AS, as this has a considerable effect upon success at A2. 

The A2 courses allows pupils to extend and develop the skills and knowledge they have gained from the AS course. The 
focus for the year is a major project which will be taught and internally assessed throughout the first two terms. The style 
of teaching is essentially the same as the AS with a large proportion of time allocated the project. The second unit is a 
synoptic timed paper which will test knowledge and design skills. 

Course Structure 

Unit F523: Design, Make and Evaluate 

Candidates are required to produce a coursework portfolio and product that fully demonstrates their designing, making 
and evaluation skills. The coursework consists of designing, making and evaluating a product, a marketing presentation 
and review and reflection. The submission will be by CD ROM for each candidate. The guidance time is 40 hrs. work and a 
maximum of 25 A3 sheets (Slides). 

Unit F524 Product Design. (2.5 Hrs Written Paper) 

The subject content of this unit is focused towards products and applications and their analysis in respect of: 

¶ Materials, components and their uses.  

¶ Manufacturing processes.  

¶ Industrial and commercial practices.  

Pupils will choose to study either systems and control or resistant materials as a focus area for the option part of this 
paper. 

The assessment units for the A2 examination are as follows: 

Unit F523: Design, Make and Evaluate 30% of A level 

Unit F524 Product Design 20% of A level 

TOTAL 50% of A level 
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DRAMA 
 
Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel - 8DR01  
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Drama and Grade B in English or English Literature  
 
Previous experience of practical drama is strongly recommended for anyone considering this course. In addition, all 
external applicants for Drama and Theatre Studies will be expected to pass an audition conducted by the Drama 
Department. This course explores many aspects of theatre, including acting, improvisation, dramatic theory and the 
study of plays both in production and as classical and modern set texts. You must be prepared to work academically, to 
co-operate practically in groups, and to give freely of your time outside normal lessons, including holiday time. You 
should also enjoy visiting the theatre frequently. 
 
 
AS Course Structure 
 
Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre (40% of AS, 20% of total A level)  
 
Exploration of two plays. This involves submission of written coursework as well as practical workshops, internally 
assessed and externally moderated. Students are also expected to experience a live theatre performance and submit an 
evaluation.  
 
Unit 2: Theatre Text in Performance (60% of AS, 30% of total A Level)  
 
The first section requires students to offer a monologue or a duologue. The second section is a practical examination of 
acting or design skills in a directed production of a play. This unit is externally assessed.  
 
 

A2 Course Structure 

 

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel - 9DR01 

 

The A2 course in Drama and Theatre Studies course builds upon the skills learnt and examined at AS Level and extends 
your experience of the subject through two further units of study. You should be committed to theatre and be prepared 
to put in the extra time and effort required to work in a group and as an individual in diverse situations. 

Unit 3: Exploration of Dramatic Performance (20% of the total A level) 

A presentation of a unique and original piece of theatre, internally assessed and externally moderated. This is based on 
criteria set by the teacher, who marks both the creative process and the performance.  

Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context (30% of the total A level) 

This is a two and a half hour written exam paper. 
 
Sections A and B require students to explore one play, from a choice of three set play texts, from the point of view of a 
director in both an academic and practical way. 
 
In Section C a period of theatre history is selected. A live performance from the chosen period must be experienced and 
evaluated and a comparison made with the original staging conditions of the play. 
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ECONOMICS 
 

Lower Sixth 

 

Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel 8EC01 (AS) and 9EC01 (A2) 

 

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Maths and Grade B in GCSE English Language 

  

As Economics is not usually studied at GCSE, pupils who select Economics as one of their preferred AS courses will be 

asked to take a short Aptitude Test in Economics, to help assess their suitability for this course.  This will be arranged 

after AS option choices have been made in March. 

 
Examination Structure of the AS Course 
2 Units are covered and externally assessed from September 2008. 
 

¦ƴƛǘ м Ψ/ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ - Iƻǿ ¢ƘŜȅ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ²Ƙȅ ¢ƘŜȅ CŀƛƭΩ  

(6EC01) (50% of the AS) 

Supported Choice Questions & 1 Data Question (choice of 2) - 1 hour 30 mins  

 

¦ƴƛǘ н ΨaŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ  

(6EC02) (50% of the AS) 1 Data Question (choice of 2), last question is worth 30 marks & is ‘open-ended’ in 

nature (this unit is synoptic) - 1 hour 30 mins  

 
Examination Structure of the A2 Course 
2 Units are covered externally and assessed from September 2009. 
 

¦ƴƛǘ о Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ  

(6EC03) (40% of the A2) 

Supported choice questions and one data response (choice of two) - 1 hour 30 mins  

 

¦ƴƛǘ п Ψ¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ  

(6EC04) (60% of the A2) 

One essay question (two parts) from a choice of three and one data response question (choice of two) This unit 

is synoptic - 2 hours  

 

What is Economics? 

Every society has to make decisions about how to use its limited resources. The study of Economics begins by attempting 
to analyse how these decisions and individuals firms and governments make choices. Economics offers powerful insights 
into the way we live. By studying Economics, you should improve your understanding of matters that profoundly affect 
us all. 
 

How does Economics differ from Business Studies? 

Business Studies can be viewed in part as the practical application of Economics to the business environment of the real 
world. In Business Studies, government and consumer behaviour are analysed in terms of their effects on business. For 
example, the Economist will be trying to answer the question “What factors will lead to changes in the level of interest 
rates?” For the business analyst, the important issue is “What effects will change the rate of interest have on business?” 
In Economics, the emphasis is rather wider; it involves the implications for society. In turn, Business Studies is much 
wider than the practical application of Economics; it also involves consideration of aspects of law, accountancy and 
psychology, which are not covered in the Economics course. 
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What level of mathematical ability and written English are required? 

You will be expected to use and interpret graphs, tables, bar charts, pie charts etc. In some topic areas numerical 
calculations such as percentage changes are also required. However, you will not be required to undertake exceptionally 
difficult calculations. You will also be required to combine your ability to interpret data, with an ability to write 
coherently and analytically. 
 

What can Economics be combined with? 

Although Economics has links with Geography, Politics, History and Mathematics, it can be successfully combined with 
any other subject area. It will particularly appeal to those with a keen interest in current affairs. 
 
 
Upper Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel - 9EC01 

How does Economics A2 differ from Economics AS? 

The emphasis is placed upon building the skills developed at AS level. The focus is upon understanding the material 
previously covered, whilst developing the ability of the student to analyse and evaluate the connections between the 
different elements of the subject. This satisfies the synoptic focus of the A2 specifications. 

Examination Structure: (A2) 2 units are covered and externally assessed from September 2009 

¦ƴƛǘ оΥ Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ (40% of A2) 

(6EC03) 
Supported Choice questions and one data response (choice of two) 

(1 hour 30 mins) 

¦ƴƛǘ пΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅύΩ (60% of A2) 

(6EC04) 
One essay question (two parts) from a choice of three and one data 
response question (choice of two) 
(This unit is synoptic) 

(2 hours) 
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ENGLISH 
 
Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  OCR - H071  
 
Entry Requirements: Grade B in both GCSE English Language and English Literature 
 
Since September 2008 the English Department has been teaching the new OCR specification at AS level.  This requires 
the coverage of two modules: 
 
Poetry and Prose 1800 -1945 and Literature post-1900 
The exact texts to be taught will vary between individual sets but one poet and one novelist from the period will 
definitely be covered.  
 
Poetry and prose 1800-1945 will be examined and the pupils will need to show that they can analyse the effects of 
language, imagery and verse form structure as well as demonstrate understanding of the contexts in which the literature 
was written and received. They must also be able to explore how themes and issues are presented. 
 
Literature post-1900 will be assessed through the completion of a 3,000 word coursework folder comprising two essays. 
This will involve the study of three texts, one of which will have been published after 1990, chosen from any genre. Pupils 
will need to learn how texts illuminate and connect with each other as well as with their cultural and historical contexts, 
with an introduction also to aspects of critical theory. 
 
Pupils who continue at A2 level go on to cover two further modules, one entitled Drama and Poetry pre-1800 and the 
other Texts in Time. The first of these modules will require the study of one Shakespeare play and one work of another 
major dramatist as well as the work of a poet. Texts in Time will require the study of three further works, which will 
include one poetry and one prose text. These texts will focus on a specific type of writing, for example satire, travel 
writing, the gothic, feminist writing, tragedy/comedy or American fiction/non fiction. This module will be assessed by the 
completion of a 3,000 word coursework folder. 
 
Pupils who opt for English Literature at advanced level should be keen readers and enjoy the challenge of writing 
detailed critical essays. The course will aim to advance the pupils’ literacy and literary awareness to a high level and they 
will be expected to read widely beyond the prescribed texts themselves. They will also have the opportunity to join in 
with events organised by the English Society such as regular theatre trips into the West End, lectures with both in-house 
and invited speakers, creative writing for the school magazine Impressions as well as many other possibilities. 
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Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: OCR - H071 

Outline of the Course 

As at AS level, there are two modules at A2 on the OCR syllabus, namely Drama and Poetry (Unit F663) and Texts in Time 
(Unit F664). Pupils are taught by two teachers, as at AS level, and will continue to experience a range of approaches to 
the subject, thereby effectively developing their individual responses to texts. Pupils will write one major essay per week, 
with their teachers alternating on who sets work for a particular week. Pupils will also need to be prepared to read 
widely. This will include not only their set texts but secondary criticism and other primary literary works, as well as 
undertake investigation of aspects of critical theory which must then be applied to their reading of texts. The final choice 
of texts to be taught next year has yet to be decided, but for Drama and Poetry it is certain that a major Shakespeare 
play will be studied, with ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ŀƭŜ being the most likely texts selected. It is also expected that Christopher 
Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus and Geoffrey Chaucer’s ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŘƻƴŜǊΩs Tale will be taught, but this again depends upon final 
confirmation. This module is assessed by a two hour closed text examination. 

The second module, Texts in Time, is a topic based paper in which at least three works are studied ahead of completion 
of a 3,000 word coursework essay. Which topics are taught will depend upon the particular set a pupil is in but areas 
likely to be covered may include: satire; travel writing; gothic writing; feminist perspectives; narrative method; a 
historical period or movement (e.g. Victorian/Romantic writing perspectives on America; men and women, love and 
marriage; nature and the environment; tragedy/comedy; writing from other cultures; post World War Two literature. 

Aims of the course and opportunities beyond the classroom 

Pupils who opt for English Literature at advanced level should be keen readers and enjoy the challenge of writing 
detailed critical essays. The course will aim to advance the pupils’ literacy and literary awareness to a high level and they 
will be expected to read widely beyond the prescribed texts themselves. They will also have the opportunity to join in 
with events organised by the English Society such as regular theatre trips into the West End, lectures with both in-house 
and invited speakers, creative writing for the school magazine Impressions as well as many other possibilities. 

Career Opportunities 

Pupils who wish to study English Literature at university must have an A level in the subject. Universities will not usually 
consider anyone scoring less than a B grade, and an A grade is the usual expectation. It can be inferred from this that 
English is a highly popular, competitive subject in which to win a university place, be it in single or combined honours. 
This is perhaps not surprising given that English Literature is by far and away the most popular ‘A’ level subject in the U.K. 

Even if English Literature is not the pupil’s choice of degree subject, it is still a highly respected qualification in almost any 
field because of its breadth and serious academic weight. It helps pupils to cope well with large amounts of text, 
sharpens critical skills which are useful in all areas, and hones the ability to write concisely and presciently. Those who do 
go on to study the subject at degree level find that the subject equips them for a vast range of career options. 
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FRENCH 
 
Syllabus Followed:  AQA     
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE French  
 
It is always an advantage to have an A level in a Modern Foreign Language as language graduates are in great demand 
and sought after by employers. However, the jump from GCSE to A level French is much larger than you would expect, as 
the range of registers, syntax and grammar is greater than at GCSE level. As well as enjoying the subject, ideally you 
should be aiming to achieve an A or A* in your GCSE in order to cope with the demands of the AS course. 
 
French is one of the major languages used for communication across our planet.  Almost 119 million men and women 
throughout the world have French as their mother tongue or are fluent in it; a further 63 million are partly French-
speakers and 85 million young people and adults are learning French: that is a total of about 270 million individuals who 
use the French language.  It is one of UNO’s working languages, one of the two official languages of the International 
Olympics committee, the postal services’ only universal language, the African Union’s main language.  In the fields of 
aeronautics, rail transport, food, luxury and fashion industries, it combines with high levels of expertise, technology and 
modernity.  Its impact can be measured by its status on the international scene and the extent to which it is used in 
decision-making and creative environments.  Although less widely spoken than Chinese or Hindu, alongside English, it is 
the only language present on all our continents.  Furthermore, the demographic growth of Southern hemisphere 
countries leads us to anticipate a new increase in the overall number of French-speakers. 
 
Studying French to AS and A2 level entails developing good (almost fluent) spoken French and also involves enhancing 
your grasp of written techniques, grammar and vocabulary. The language is studied via important cultural, social, 
political and economic topics of contemporary interest. This can lead to an introduction to French and/or Francophone 
literature at A2. Authentic material (newspapers, magazines, books, audio and video recordings) is widely used for 
lessons. 
 
You will also need to keep abreast with current affairs and are expected to read around the subject in addition to the set 
prep time of five hours per week minimum as well as attending the language laboratory and weekly oral lessons with the 
assistant. 
 
French is offered to those who wish to study the language at a higher level at many British universities, often in 
combination with another language or a different subject, perhaps with a commercial emphasis. French is a useful asset 
in a vast range of careers and professions which are becoming more international, given the free movement of workers 
within the EU. Sixth Form linguists are expected to spend some time in France during their course and trips will be 
arranged. 
 
Studying French to A2 level focuses particularly on honing the productive skills of spoken and written French. This entails 
the extension of writing techniques (including translation into French and English) and vocabulary-building. The language 
continues to be studied via further important cultural, political, social and economic topics of contemporary interest. 
Topics studied at AS level are also revisited. Grammar is no longer taught as a discrete element, but only revised within 
the context of the oral work, translation skills and essays. 
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Lower Sixth 
 
Key features of the AS course: 
 

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting 

AS   AS topics: Both examined at end of the L6th AS A2 

Unit 1 Listening, Reading and Writing ¶ Media (TV, advertising 

and the internet)  

¶ Popular Culture (film, 

music and fashion) 

¶  Health and Holidays 

¶ Family and 

relationships 

2 hour paper: 

Listening comprehension 

questions based on 5 minutes of 

heard material (where the 

candidate has  full control)reading 

comprehension questions, a 

grammar task  and one essay 

based on the AS topics from a 

choice of three. 

70% 35% 

Unit 2 Speaking  As above. 15 minute exam with 20 minutes 

preparation time. 

Candidates discuss a French 

stimulus card based on one of the 

AS topics and take part in a 

conversation covering three 

further AS topics, one of which is 

prepared previously. 

30% 15% 

 

Upper Sixth:   Syllabus Followed: AQA                              The key features of the A2 course are: 

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting A2 

Unit 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening, Reading and Writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A2 general topics: 

¶ Environment 

¶ Multicultural society 

¶ Contemporary social 

issues 

A2 cultural topics: 

¶ Novel:[Ω9ǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ 

(Camus). 

¶ French film (M. 

Kassovitz) 

2hr30 minute paper. 

Listening comprehension based 

on 6 minutes of heard material, 

reading comprehension and 

translation tasks based on the A2 

general topics and one essay on 

one cultural topic. 

 

 

 

35% 

Unit 4 Speaking As above 15 minute exam with 20 minutes 

preparation time. Candidates 

present and debate a point of 

view based on  a French stimulus 

card from one of the A2 general 

topics (5mins) and take part in a 

conversation based on two 

cultural A2 topics  (10 mins). 

15% 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Lower Sixth 

 
Syllabus Followed:             AQA 

Entry Requirements: Grade B in GCSE Geography 

Examinations:  GEOG2 sat in January  
GEOG1 sat in June 

If you enjoyed Geography at GCSE you will also probably enjoy it at AS and A2 level. Geography at A level is for those who 
want to make sense of the world they live in. It will provide you with an understanding of the environments and issues of 
the twenty first century and a raft of skills relevant to survival therein. As a subject, it sits comfortably with Science 
subjects, the Arts, Humanities or Languages. It will add breadth to any subject combination. You will need sound literacy 
and numeracy skills to complete the course successfully.  

There is a certain familiarity about the topics covered in the AS but there is plenty of extension in terms of content and 
approach to ensure the academic challenge is there to be met. The AS consists of two modules. All students will sit 
GEOG1 Physical and Human Geography as a June module and GEOG2 Geographical Skills as either a January or June 
module.  

GEOG1 studies core geographical concepts along with contrasting themes of contemporary or environmental impact, 
management and sustainability. Some of the topics are familiar: rivers, coasts and population - but the extension 
required and new topics such as global food supply section ensure the academic challenge is there to be met. The 
teaching of the subject is split between two subject teachers enabling the study of at least two aspects of the subject at 
any time.  

GEOG2 will develop the use and application of a variety of geographical and transferable skills including questions 
relating to a specific piece of fieldwork. This is usually carried out in the Yorkshire Dales on a residential trip in early 
November. 

The method of assessment at AS is through structured data response-type questions. Essay writing does not form a part 
of the formal assessment in AS but as it will do in A2; the practice of both skills will be an important part of the student’s 
commitment to the subject. They will also be expected to read widely, observe and digest relevant, current affairs on a 
local and world scale, familiarise themselves with basic statistical and graphical methods and analyse data presented to 
them in a variety of forms. Geography students are advised to subscribe to ‘Geography Review’ as an A level support 
magazine. Termly trips will be run to The Royal Geographical Society to hear leading speakers discuss contemporary 
issues. 

Your teaching at AS level will be split between two subject teachers. Such an approach enables the study of at least two 
aspects of the subject at any one time.  

There has never been a better or more important time to study geography. With growing interest in issues such as climate 
change, migration, environmental degradation and social cohesion, geography is one of the most relevant courses you 
could choose to study. Geographers are also highly employable. 
 (Dr Rita Gardner, Director of the Royal Geographical Society) 
 
Geography graduates are highly employable and enter a wide range of careers from management and accountancy, to 
information analysts and conservation researchers. 
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Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: AQA 

Examinations:    GEOG4b January sitting  
       GEOG3 June sitting 

Geography at A2 Level should be studied by those who want to continue to develop their understanding of the world in 
which they live. The subject provides an opportunity to explicitly engage with the relationship of human populations to 
each other over space and time and their relationship with their physical environment at a variety of scales. It sits as 
comfortably with Science subjects as with Arts, Humanities or Languages and will add breadth to any subject 
combination. 

The A2 course develops the subject through the study of different physical systems to those studied at AS and more 
intricate, contemporary human ones. There are two papers: Contemporary Geographical Issues (GEOG3) and 
Geographical Issue Evaluation (GEOG4b). As in the AS, GEOG3 has both physical and human sections. The physical 
options are related to tectonic processes and weather systems and the hazards associated with them; the human options 
involve development studies and the study of globalisation and contemporary conflicts and challenges. GEOG 4 enables 
candidates to address an issue with a synoptic element requiring them to interpret a range of data and resources, 
research support information, present and analyse data and then relate the whole to the body of geographical 
knowledge and understanding developed through AS and A2 studies. 

The method of assessment at A2 sees some significant changes from the AS. GEOG3 is assessed in a standard written 
examination with structured short and extended questions plus an essay. GEOG4b also has structured short and 
extended questions in a 1½ hour exam paper. This exam is based on a pre-released Advance Information Booklet, 
available two months earlier. Assessments at A2 will include provide greater ‘Stretch and Challenge’ for all candidates. 
This includes the use of more open-ended questions which will require the responses to be structured by the candidate. 

The research for and practice of essay writing will be an important part of a student’s commitment to the subject. A2 
geographers will be expected to read widely, observe and digest relevant current affairs on a world scale, familiarise 
themselves with basic statistical and graphical methods and analyse data presented in a variety of forms. A2 students 
subscribe to Geography Review to facilitate this. 

The teaching of the subject at A2 is split between two teachers, enabling the physical and human elements of the subject 
to be studied at the same time. Both modules are likely to be sat as terminal modules in June. 

To quote Michael Palin: 

άDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǿƘŀǘ 
we do, what we eat, how we move about and how we shape our future are all directly the province of the geographer. 
aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ 
ŀōǳǎŜ ƛǘΦέ 

Geography provides graduates for a wide range of careers from management and accountancy, to information analysis 
and conservation research. Geography graduates are highly employable. 
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GERMAN 
 

Lower Sixth 

 
Specification followed:   Edexcel 2660  

 

Minimum Entry Requirement:   Grade B in GCSE German 

 

The advanced study of German is of clear practical use in career terms. The German-speaking countries are close 
neighbours, and Germany in particular is one of the most successful and prosperous members of the European Union 
and a major trading partner of the United Kingdom. Whatever your future career path, it is likely that it will be an 
advantage to you to if you have studied at least one foreign language to an Advanced Level. Germany continues to play a 
key role in the development of the EU so demand for German speakers in the field of business, even within the UK, is 
likely to increase. 
 
Through the AS/A2 German courses the Department aims to enable you to: 
 

1. develop your spoken and written skills in German;  
2. communicate confidently and clearly in the language through the spoken and written word;  
3. improve your understanding of both basic and advanced grammatical concepts;  
4. develop skills and attitudes needed for further study, work and leisure;  
5. develop insights into, and encourage first-hand contact with, the German-speaking countries;  
6. gain intellectual stimulation and enjoyment from your study of German language and culture;  

 
In the A2 course in the Upper Sixth, AS topics are revisited and new ones added. One exam tests oral skills; the other 
assesses their listening and reading and writing where students would be asked to translate into and from the target 
language, plus writing on different cultural topics. 
 
We expect that you will arrange to spend some time in a German speaking country in order to put your classroom 
learning into practice. This can be facilitated through the School’s European Initiative, which offers opportunities such as 
work experience placements. 
 
The Department has a large stock of recorded audio and video material and considerable use is made of schools’ 
programmes produced by the BBC or ITV, as well as authentic German radio and satellite TV, and German cinema films. 
          
The Key features of the AS course are: 
 

Module Exam Topics Assessment 

Unit 1 Spoken Expression 
and Response 
(8-10 minutes and 
preparation time) 
 
 

Youth culture and concern 
Lifestyle: Health and fitness 
The world around us: 
Travel, tourism, environment and 
the German-speaking world 
Education and employment 

Candidates can choose one of the 4 
general topic areas. Based on a 
stimulus card you are required to 
answer 4 set questions which is 
followed by a discussion on other 
subtopics. 

Unit 2 Understanding and 
Written Response 
in German 
(2 hours 30 
minutes) 
 

As above. You will answer questions based 
listening material (where you have 
full control over the recording) and 
on a selection of written texts and 
write a response (a letter, report or 
article) based on a German-
language stimulus. 
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Upper Sixth 

Through the A2 German course the Department aims to enable you to: 

¶ communicate confidently and clearly in the language through the spoken and written word using more 
sophisticated vocabulary and grammatical structures;  

¶ improve your understanding of advanced grammatical concepts;  

¶ develop skills and attitudes needed for further study, work and leisure;  

¶ develop deeper knowledge of contact with the German-speaking countries;  

¶ gain intellectual stimulation and enjoyment from your study of the German language and culture.  

As most of the grammar required for A2 has been covered at AS level, the focus is on developing students’ fluency and 
manipulation of the German language. The topics covered are wide-ranging and include matters specific to German-
speaking countries as well as major international issues. Students are required to discuss such issues in much greater 
depth than at AS, thereby acquiring better cultural and general knowledge. 

We expect you to have spent some time in a German-speaking country in order to put your classroom learning into 
practice. This can be facilitated through the School’s European Initiative, which offers opportunities such as work 
experience placements, if this has not been done in your AS year. 

The key features of the A2 course are: 

Module Exam Topics Assessment 

Unit 3 
 
 

 

Understanding and Spoken 
Response 
(11-13 minutes) 
 
 

All AS topics and 
Customs, traditions, beliefs and 
religions 
National and international events 
Literature and the arts 

Students will begin outlining 
their chosen issue and then 
defend and justify their opinion. 
In the second part the teacher 
will initiate a discussion on a 
further 2 or more areas. 

    Unit 4 Research, Understanding 
and Written Response 
(2 hours 30 minutes) 
 
Section A:  A translation 
Section B: A discursive 
essay – choice from a 
number of topics 
Section C: One research-
based essay (240-270 
words) on one of the 
studied cultural topics 

A2 cultural topics: 

¶ A German Film (Das Leben 
der Anderen)  

¶ A German speaking region 
Or students’ choice from the cultural 
topic list 

¶ Geographical area 

¶ Historical study 

¶ Aspects of modern society 

¶ Literature and the arts 
(text/play or film) 

Students will have to 
demonstrate skills in advanced-
level German essay writing and 
translation from English into 
German. For the cultural topic 
essay you will be expected to 
show evidence of independent 
reading and research as well as 
analyses, interpretation and 
evaluation. 
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 
 

Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus followed:  Edexcel 
 

Examinations:  AS modules. 2 Examinations: 1 hr 20 mins each 

                          A2 modules. 2 Examinations: 1 hr 30 mins each 

 

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in History 

 

Government and Politics should appeal to anyone who is interested in the structures of authority and power within 

British society and the USA. The course provides students with a clear understanding of the theories, motives and values 

that underpin political processes and governmental decision-making. It also examines the role of key institutions in the 

UK and the US exploring how they resolve conflicts and allocate limited resources.  

 

In the course you will learn to analyse rhetoric, to weigh evidence against opinion and to understand how peoples’ lives 

as citizens are affected by political activity. You will develop a critical awareness of political events and issues and an 

empathetic understanding of the main political viewpoints. 

 

Through essay writing and documentary analysis you will develop the skills required to argue a case with relevance and 

coherence: valuable assets in a wide range of professional managerial and business fields. In short, this course is both an 

academic discipline and a preparation for effective participation in society. 

 

The AS course comprises two modules: 

 

1. Unit 1: People and Politics. This unit introduces students to the study of politics by looking at the central ideas of 
citizenship, democracy and participation by examining Parties, Pressure Groups and the Electoral System in the 
UK. 

2. Unit 2: Governing the UK. This unit examines the functioning of the constitution, the role and significance of 
Parliament, the power of the executive and the effectiveness of the courts in protecting civil liberties. 

 

 

Method of Assessment: Unit 1 comprises two three-part questions. Unit 2 comprises a three-part stimulus question and 

an essay question.  

 
Upper Sixth 
 

The A2 Level course comprises two modules: 

 

1. Unit 3: Representative Processes in the USA. This module covers the US electoral system, the Political Parties. 
Pressure Groups and Racial and Ethnic Politics 

2. Unit 4: Governing the USA. This module examines the institutional framework of US government and considers 
the relationships between its legislative, executive and judicial processes and the state of US federalism. 

 

Exam: 1 hour 30 mins 

 

Method of Assessment: three short answer questions from a choice of five, plus one essay question from a choice of three. 
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HISTORY 
 

Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  OCR - H108 
 
Examinations:  AS modules at the end of the Lower Sixth 

A2 modules at the end of the Upper Sixth. 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE History 
 
Pupils who choose History as one of their A Levels normally do so because they enjoy the subject and have a natural 
curiosity about the past. The study of history is both interesting and intellectually rigorous. It develops the skills of 
research, assimilation, comprehension and the analysis of a wide range of material, formulation of a reasoned 
interpretation and the development of an ability to communicate clear and coherent judgement. Consequently 
historians are to be found in a wide range of professions because of the general intellectual training the subject offers. 
 
The AS/A Level course is modular, comprising two exams for the AS Level and one exam and a coursework module for 
the A Level. 
 
AS 
 
The AS course offers a Modern European component and an English History component leading to two examination 
papers. 
 
The European Module is: 
 
Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1933 ς 63: This option is concerned with the establishment and experience of 
Nazi and Communist dictatorship in 1933-39 and 1945-45 respectively, and the imposition and experience of Democracy 
in West Germany after the Second World War. We consider the nature of, and reasons for change, divergence and 
continuity in political, economic and social structures in Germany during the period. 
 
This is a Document based study leading to a 1 hour 30 min exam. 

 
The English Module will either be: 

 
(i) England under Elizabeth I, 1558-1603: examining the political dynamics of the Elizabethan monarchy, 

including the role of the Privy Council and Parliament, Marriage and Succession, the threat of Mary Queen 
of Scots and Foreign Policy. 

 
                  Or 
 

(ii) Foreign and Imperial Policies 1856 ς 1914: an investigation into Britain and the policy of imperialism, 
especially in Africa and the Balkans. Key issues considered are the principles governing foreign and imperial 
policies in the Balkans and Africa, the popularization of imperialism, the changing British attitude to 
European countries after 1902 and reasons why we went to war in 1914. 

 
Both English components papers lead to a 1 hour 30 min exam comprising two essays from a choice of three. 
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Upper Sixth 
 
A2 
 
The A2 course comprises two modular exams: one on European and one on English History 
 

(i) The European Module is:  
 

The Russian Revolutions 1894 ς 24, focusing on the reasons for the revolution and the outcome of the 
establishment of a Communist government. Key issues considered include why there was a revolution in 
1905 and why the Tsar survived, the reasons for the 1917 revolutions and the success of the Bolsheviks, the 
consolidation of Bolshevik power and the extent to which Lenin was a dictator who took and help power by 
force. 
 
This leads to two 2000 word Extended Essays (Coursework) 

 
(ii) The English module: is a thematic study covering 100 years of history and will be either: 
 

(a) Rebellion and Disorder in England 1485 ς 1603, examining the nature and extent of rebellion and 
disorder in England and Ireland in this period. Key issues considered include the main causes of 
rebellion and disorder, the frequency and nature of disturbances, the impact of the disturbances on 
Tudor governments and the maintenance of political stability 

  
Or 
 

(b) Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1992, focusing on the struggle of citizens in the US to gain equality before 
the law without regard to ethnic origin, gender or wealth. Candidates will study the main 
developments and turning points relevant to the theme such as the role of African Americans in gaining 
civil rights, the changing status of Native Americans and the various campaigns for women’s rights. 

 
     Both papers lead to a 2 hour exam comprising two essays from a choice of three. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Lower Sixth 

 

Syllabus Followed:  AQA – 2521 

 

Entry Requirements:  Those who have studied GCSE ICT should have a grade B or above. 

  Students who have not studied GCSE ICT considered individually.  

  

 
The world is increasingly dominated by the use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and, not 
surprisingly, it is important that you have more than just a casual appreciation of how to use the tools available to you. 
You will almost certainly need to use ICT extensively at both university and in your working life and your reliance on ICT is 
likely to increase as the years go by. Do not assume that a good understanding of web browsing, on-line chatting, social 
networking and iTunes, together with a rudimentary understanding of word processing, is all you need for the 
requirements of the world beyond school.  
 
There is no coursework in the AS examination and the coursework at A2 level involves a real business problem for which 
you will be required to produce a solution. 
 

Unit 1:  Practical Problem Solving in a Digital World - (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

As well as the study of applications software the following areas are taught: 

¶ Health and safety 

¶ Systems analysis and design 

¶ Systems implementation and evaluation 

¶ Input, output and storage 

¶ Selection and use of appropriate software 
 
Examination – 1 hour 30 minutes examination involving short answers and structured questions. Practical work that you 
have undertaken during the unit can be taken into the examination with you for reference. This examination is taken in 
January of Lower Sixth Form. 
 

Unit 2:  Living in the Digital World - (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

¶ ICT system components 

¶ People and ICT systems 

¶ Data transfer methods 

¶ Safety and security of data 

¶ Backup and disaster recovery 

¶ What ICT can provide 

¶ The consequences of the use of ICT 
 
Examination – 1 hour 30 minutes examination involving short answers and structured questions. This examination is 
taken in June of Lower Sixth Form. 
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A2 (A Level) Examination Structure 
 

Unit 3:  The Use of ICT in the Digital World - (30% of A Level) 

The following areas will be covered: 
 

¶ Future developments in ICT 

¶ Managing ICT 

¶ ICT strategy 

¶ ICT policies 

¶ Legislation relating to ICT 

¶ Techniques and tools for systems development 

¶ Introducing large ICT systems into organizations 

¶ Training and supporting users 

¶ Outsourcing of ICT services 
 
Examination – 2 hour examination involving structured questions and extended answers and based on a pre-issued case 
study. This examination is taken in January of Upper Sixth Form. 
 

Unit 4:  A2 Coursework - (20% of A Level) 

This unit will require the pupil to design an ICT solution to a real-life problem and will involve liaison with a real end-user. 
This can either be arranged by the pupil or through the ICT Department. Past projects have included a booking system for 
a company supplying impersonators for corporate hospitality events, a system for a company with the distribution rights 
for a number of bands in the UK and the database for the school’s activity programme. The choice of project is down to 
the pupil with guidance from the department.  
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LATIN 
 
Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  OCR – H039 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B at Latin GCSE  
 
Aims of the Course 

¶ To build on the knowledge, understanding and skills required for  
  Latin GCSE.  

¶ To develop an understanding of elements of classical civilisation, 
literature and language which have had a profound effect on 
modern societies.  

¶ To develop a level of competence in the Latin language and a  
  sensitive and analytical approach to language generally.  

¶ To read, understand and make an informed personal response to  
  literature in the original language.  

Areas of Study 
Aside from study of the Latin language, these will depend to a large extent on the literature specified each year by the 
examination board. In general, the first year (AS) will cover topics raised by a prose author (e.g. Cicero) and a verse 
author (e.g. Ovid), while the second year (for those studying A2) will be spent on study of Latin epic (Virgil) and an 
historical author (e.g. Tacitus). 
 
Assessment 
Assessment at both AS and A2 levels is entirely by written examination. Details of the two AS examinations are as 
follows: 
Unit 1  

Latin Language (50% of AS), which tests translation of unseen Latin prose. 
There is a pre-released defined vocabulary list for this paper.  

Unit 2  
Latin Verse & Prose Literature (50% of AS), which requires the candidates to 
answer sub-questions (including a short essay) on a Latin passage from each 
of the specified authors.  

 
Assessment at A2 level is based upon a Latin verse paper (50%) and a Latin prose paper (50%). 
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Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: OCR H439 

Aims of the Course 

¶ To build on the knowledge, understanding and skills required for 
AS level Latin.  

¶ To develop an understanding of elements of classical civilisation, 
literature and language which have had a profound effect on 
modern societies.  

¶ To develop a high level of competence in the Latin language and a 
sensitive and analytical approach to language generally.  

¶ To develop an awareness of the influence of the Latin language on 
the languages of today and of its distinctive modes of expression.  

¶ To read, understand and make an informed personal response to 
literature in the original language.  

Areas of Study 

Aside from further study of the Latin language, these will depend to a large extent on the literature specified each year 
by the examination board. Currently, having studied an historical author (Cicero) and a verse author (Ovid) for the AS 
examinations, the focus for the A2 literature units (L3 and 4) will be a choice of a study of Latin epic (Virgil, Aeneid, with 
the rest being read in translation), or love poetry (Catullus), and the prose authors will be a choice of either Tacitus 14 or 
Livy 23.A further change at A2 is the fact that there are prescribed authors for the Unprepared Translation section of the 
examination ; for verse it will be Ovid (elegiacs) and for prose, Caesar. This encourages general reading of these authors 
to become accustomed to their style and subject matter in preparation for the passages chosen in the examination. 

Assessment 

As with the AS course, assessment at A2 level is entirely by written examination. The candidate’s performance in the two 
AS units will account for 50% of the final A level grade. Details of the two A2 examinations are as follows: 

L3 - Literature: verse (25% of A level)  
Section A tests comprehension and appreciation of the prescribed texts. 
Section B involves an unseen translation (Ovid) and comprehension.  

L4 - Literature: prose (25% of A level)  
Section A tests comprehension and appreciation of the prescribed texts. 
Section B involves an unseen translation (Caesar) and comprehension.  

Other Information 

Like all arts subjects, Latin is not a vocational subject, but rather a discipline which uses the language and subject matter 
to develop a range of personal skills which are useful for other A2 courses and greatly valued by higher education 
institutions, which recognise the breadth and academic rigour of the subject. The Russell Group of universities regard 
Latin as a ‘facilitator’ subject (ie one which will make entry to them ‘easier’). A successful Latin candidate will not only 
have a well-developed linguistic ability and understanding through analysis of a logical language and its influence on 
modern languages; he or she will also have a developed imagination and wide-ranging experience of many issues raised 
by the literature and culture of Rome as well as an ability to formulate a considered response to them. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel – 8371 (Mathematics) 
  Edexcel – 8372 (Further Mathematics) 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade A in GCSE Mathematics at Higher Tier 
 
Introduction 
Mathematics is the tool of the Engineer, Physicist and Chemist it is true but it is far more accessible than most think and 
is most often a subject that might be studied for intrinsic interest. It may therefore be your main subject, it may support 
your other A Level subjects, or it may provide a contrast to, say, English or Modern Languages. There is a considerable 
amount of algebra in all branches of the subject, so you will need to be quick and confident in algebraic techniques. You 
will also need to be able to grasp new and unfamiliar concepts quickly, and to be analytical, thorough, organised and self- 
motivated. If you think you have these qualities and have a flair for and interest in the subject, then it is very likely you 
will enjoy the course and be successful in it. 
 
Entrance Qualifications 
The jump from GCSE to A Level Mathematics is much larger than you would expect. Even if you are mastering GCSE level 
and you enjoy Mathematics, it does not necessarily mean that you will cope at AS level or be successful at it. You must 
gain an A* or A at GCSE. The Director of Studies, in consultation with the Head of Mathematics, will consider those who 
do not achieve this standard on an individual basis. 
 
Course Details 
There are currently 18 units available in the Modular Syllabus: 7 in Pure Mathematics, 5 in Mechanics, 4 in Statistics and 
two in Decision Mathematics. Later units in each branch assume knowledge of preceding ones. An A level requires passes 
in six units; an AS level requires passes in three units. Each unit is examined by a 90 minute written paper. 
The teaching time is divided equally between two teachers. The main topics are: 

¶ Pure: Algebra, Calculus, Co-ordinate Geometry, and Trigonometry.  

¶ Mechanics: Newton’s Laws of Motion, Projectiles, Work, Energy and Power, Impulse and Momentum.  
 
In the Lower Sixth two Core Mathematics units (C1 and C2) and one Mechanics unit (M1) are taught. 
 
A level Further Mathematics - an additional three periods per week 
This is a stimulating and challenging course that involves the study of a second A level over the course of 2 years. Two AS 
levels are studied in the Lower Sixth, covering Core Mathematics modules 1 and 2 and Mechanics module 1 in AS 
Mathematics and the first Further Pure module along with two Statistics modules to make up an AS in Further 
Mathematics. Two more Core Mathematics and Further Pure modules are studied in the Upper Sixth along with two 
further Mechanics modules so as to complete two A levels, in Mathematics and Further Mathematics, by the end of the 
course. 
 
For those with English as an Additional Language, another course may be followed with more emphasis on the Core 
Mathematics in the Lower Sixth and the applied branches introduced. These areas are then completed in greater depth 
in the Upper Sixth so as to complete 2 A levels with the same modules taken as in the other set. This course is taught 
over 2 option blocks and may be chosen for you rather than opted in to. 
 
Further Mathematics should only be taken by the ablest mathematicians and should only be considered if you achieve A* 
at GCSE. The aims of the course are to extend your ability to develop and test mathematical theories, to develop an 
enquiring approach to mathematical problems and to gain a deeper understanding of the theory lying behind AS/A level 
mathematics. In addition to studying the AS/A level topics in greater depth, additional topics such as Complex Numbers, 
First and Second Order Differential Equations, Polar Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions, Motion in a Circle, Statics of Rigid 
Bodies, Elastic Strings and Springs and Hypothesis Testing in Statistics are covered. The Department has an excellent 
record of achieving top grades in Further Mathematics and you will put yourself in a strong position as a University 
candidate. 
 
Because of the demands of the course and the demand for the course from students, consistently high results will be 
expected throughout the year and especially in January modules if one is to remain on the course. 
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Upper Sixth 

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel - 9371 (Mathematics) 
Edexcel - 9372 (Further Mathematics) 

Introduction 

The AS course laid the foundations that are used and developed further in the A2 course; the AS course equipped you 
with basic techniques that are used in A2. The A2 course will allow you to fulfill your potential, discover the power and 
excitement of the subject and challenge you to deepen your understanding of the concepts of the subject. However, it is 
important that you are good at the subject and enjoy puzzling over solutions to problems. You will find the course 
stimulating and it will prepare you for a wide range of Higher Education courses including finance, computing, electronics 
and engineering. 

Course Details 

You will study units Core Mathematics 3, Core Mathematics 4 and Statistics 1. 

Later modules in each branch assume knowledge of preceding ones. 

The teaching time is divided between two teachers. The main topics are: 

Pure:  
Algebra, Series, Further Differentiation and Integration, Co-ordinate Geometry, Vectors.  

Statistics:  
Representation and Summary Data, Probability, Correlation and Regression, Discrete Random 
Variables, The Normal Distribution.  

A2 Further Mathematics at end of the Upper Sixth 

Pupils who are currently members of this set will sit six additional modules. This will enable you to complete A levels in 
both Mathematics and Further Mathematics. 

In order to complete your A level in Mathematics you will study for modules in Core Mathematics (3 and 4). In order to 
complete your Further Mathematics A level you will study modules in Further Pure Mathematics (2 and 3). You will also 
study two applied modules in mechanics, M2 and M3. If you were a member of the English as an Additional Language 
Further Mathematics set last year you will complete module S2 instead of C3. Overall, these modules are significantly 
more difficult than the units studied last year and so you will be expected to achieve A grade standard in each of the 
units you sit at the end of the Lower Sixth if you wish to continue with the Further Mathematics course in the Upper 
Sixth. 

If you completed the AS modules in Mathematics and Further Mathematics in the Lower Sixth and do not meet the 
requirements for continuing the course or do not wish to continue to two full A levels, it is possible to carry on and 
complete the A level in Mathematics by joining a different Mathematics set in the Upper Sixth. This will be supplemented 
by the AS achieved in Further Mathematics of the Lower Sixth year. 
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MUSIC 
 

Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel - 8MU01 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Music plus Grade 5 performance standard (you don’t have to have taken the 

exam) in at least one instrument. If you have not studied GCSE Music but are interested in the 
possibility of taking AS level Music, you should seek the advice of the Director of Music. 

 
Pupils opt to study AS level Music for a variety of reasons. Some pursue it as an interest and a contrast to their other 
subjects, while for others it is a prelude to the study of Music at university or other Higher Education institution, such as 
one of the London schools/colleges of music. Whatever your reason for taking AS level Music, the course offered at Mill 
Hill develops a wide range of musical disciplines. It is worth noting that because of the wide range of skills it requires,  A 
level Music is considered highly demanding, and is therefore approved of by even the most demanding universities. 
 
Course Structure 
The AS course in divided into three units: 

¶ Unit 1: Performing - 30% of AS (15% of A Level) (coursework)  

¶ Unit 2: Developing Musical Ideas - 30% of AS (15% of A Level) 
(composition coursework)  

¶ Unit 3: Listening and Understanding - 40% of AS (20% of A Level) 
(one written examination consisting of listening and analysis of Set Works)  

 
The course develops the fundamental skills required of a young musician. There is a good balance between practical and 
theoretical music, and the course embraces the diversity of style and genre evident in contemporary music, including 
music for film and television, sacred choral music, minimalism, pop, jazz, etc. 
 
The A2 course (Upper Sixth) is structured on similar lines, with the opportunity to examine topics in greater depth. The 
course units are as follows: 

¶ Unit 4: Performance - 15% of A Level (a 15 minute recital prepared as coursework)  

¶ Unit 5: Composing - 15% of A Level (a portfolio of compositions and/or technical 
composition exercises)  

¶ Unit 6: Analysing Music - 20% of A Level (further analysis of Set Works in exam 
conditions) 

 
SET WORKS – The Set Works which form a major focus of the AS and A2 courses are very diverse in nature. There are 

works from the major periods of Western Classical Music, including works by Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy 

and Stravinsky. But the Set Works also include classic works of Jazz and Pop, including ‘Four’ by Miles Davis, and ‘A Day In 

The Life’ by The Beatles. There are important works from musical traditions belonging to other parts of the world, 

including Gamelan, Indian Raga, and Caribbean Calypso. The Set Works are studied both in terms of the technical musical 

detail, and in terms of the functional and aesthetic purposes for which they were written. The course explores the ways 

in which they can be understood as representing aspects of the social and historical contexts from which they came, and 

so there are important connections between the study of music and that of English Literature, History, Geography and 

Politics. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Lower Sixth 

 

Syllabus Followed:  Edexcel - 8PE01 

 

Entry Requirements:  Grade BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science, or a B grade in GCSE Biology, or Grade B in the 

GCSE PE Theory Paper. 

 
Course Content 
This course comprises of two units. To be successful in both you will need to have good practical skills and also be able to 
cope with the demands of the theoretical aspects of the course. Interest, determination and a good level of physical 
ability are essential. 
 

Unit 1: Participation and Performance in Sport and Recreation 

(6PE01) - Assessment: 1½ hour written examination (2 sections) (50% of AS) 
 
Topics covered: 
 

Healthy and Active Lifestyles  

Development of active leisure and recreation, healthy lifestyles, effects of exercise: responses and adaptations 

of body systems, fitness and training and fitness assessment.  

 

Opportunities and Pathways  

Sporting pyramids, traditional pathways, development of competitive sport, world class programme, talent 

identification, constraints on performance, target groups and reform, long term athlete development.  

 

Unit 2: The Critical Sports Performer 

 
(6PE02) - Assessment: Split into two sections, assessed externally (50% of AS) 
 

1   Personal performance and performance analysis  

This covers the participation in, and personal analysis of the roles of player, leader and/or official. Assesses 

practically and through evidence of participation and analysis tasks submitted using an e-portfolio.  

2   Local Study and National Study  

Requires independent research into the provision (access, opportunity funding, resources) for a sport in one of 

the above roles. Each study is assessed through a 1,000 word assignment.  

 
The A2 course develops all of the above aspects and focuses on the issues surrounding the elite performer, including 
more in-depth analysis of performance, physiology, psychology, contemporary influences in sport including aspects such 
as Olympic Games and Drugs in Sport. 
 
A number of pupils who have studied A level Sport and Physical Education have gone on to take university degrees in 
Sport Science, Sport Management, Sport Education, Sports Coaching and Physiotherapy. 
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Upper Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel - 9PE01 

The A2 modules of learning provide pupils with the opportunity to develop and extend their knowledge, skills and 
understanding gained at AS. Enabling pupils to identify factors that lead to the optimisation of their own or others' 
performance. 

Unit 3: Preparation for Optimum Sports Performance 

The aim of this unit is to progress from looking at the general principles behind the developments of efficient, effective 
and quality performance in selected activities learnt at AS, to applying them more specifically to ensure the highest 
quality performance possible. 

The unit is split into 3 sections covering physiological, psychological and technical preparation in the short term and long 
term and how we manage elite performance. The pupils will learn in more detail the ways that physical, biomechanical 
(not covered in AS) and psychological priorities relate to and impact on each other. 

(25% total A-Level marks - Exam: 2 hours) 

Unit 4: The Developing Sports Performer 

The aim of this unit is to use their knowledge from unit 2 of AS where students have laid the foundation to specialise in 
one practical performance role and improve performance by undertaking 3 further tasks. Students will construct a 
development plan to further progress their performance which requires them to plan, research, record, perform, review 
and evaluate their performance. They will also complete an International Study researching one of the roles in an 
international context by looking at grass roots participation and elite performance. The final task is a life plan which 
requires students to research the opportunities for participation at different 'age stages' and how they will seek both 
continued and alternative sporting participation in a variety of roles. 

(25% total A-Level marks - assessed by submission of a Portfolio of Evidence) 
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PHYSICS 
 

Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:  AQA - 2450 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Physics, or BB in Core Science and Additional Science. If taking Additional 

Science, your mark in the Physics component must also be of at least B grade standard. In 
addition, a minimum B grade in GCSE Mathematics is expected. 

 
Physics is best studied by those who, enjoy both experimenting - investigating, understanding, and predicting events in 
the material world - and theorising - precise logical reasoning and problem-solving of an abstract kind, similar to that met 
in mathematics. The demand for physicists and engineers exceeds supply, so a qualification in physics is valued by 
universities and employers. 
 
AS Course Details 
The 2 AS theory units provide alternative starting points for the AS course. Unit 1 invites students to start AS physics by 
venturing into the field of Particle Physics and providing a new interest and dimension to their knowledge of the subject. 
Unit 2 allows a progression from GCSE to develop topics already familiar to students with the mechanics and waves. 
 
Unit 3 looks at investigative and practical skills. During the course of the year students will carry out experimental 
investigations, testing student’s abilities to work methodically using suitable laboratory equipment with some precision 
and skill and be set internal assessments based upon their results. These are carried out during class time under 
supervision and are then externally assessed. 
 
The style of teaching remains similar to that for GCSE. Topics are always demonstrated where possible, and 
experimenting by pupils is regular. We update our equipment regularly. Data-logging, CD-ROMs, applets, and videos, all 
have a valued place in lessons. 
 
A2 Course Details 
At A2, the two A2 theory units present a generally context-free approach to GCE level physics, as at AS level, leaving the 
teachers to select the contexts and applications which bring the subject alive. Unit 4 develops further the knowledge, 
understanding and applications of mechanics and fields and unit 5 covers nuclear and thermal physics. There is also then 
a choice of optional topics in unit 5 which are astrophysics, medical physics, applied physics and turning points in physics 
which looks at modern day discoveries and expands the theory of wave particle duality and relativity.  
 
The practical assessment at A2 is based upon AS but will be more complex and students will use a wider variety of 
laboratory equipment. 
 
In most years some pupils apply to Oxford or Cambridge for physics or a physics-related subject; special extra lessons are 
provided informally to prepare for the tests and interviews. 
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Upper SIxth 

Syllabus Followed: AQA - 2450 

As in the AS course, the A2 course consists of two units and a practical assessment. 

A2 course details 

Unit 4: Fields and Further Mechanics  
 

The work on Fields includes electric fields, gravitational fields, magnetic fields, and 
electromagnetic induction. The Further Mechanics includes momentum, circular motion, 
and simple harmonic motion.  

 
Unit 5: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and Option Topics  
 

This comprises two sections. Section A looks at probing the nucleus, radioactivity, nuclear 
instability, and nuclear energy. Also in section A is Thermal Physics which looks at the 
thermal properties of materials, ideal gases, and the kinetic theory of gases. Section B has 
four option topics to choose from. They are:  

Astrophysics:  
Lenses and optical and non-optical telescopes, classification of stars, and cosmology.  
Medical Physics:  
Physics of the eye and ear, biological measurement, imaging by ultra-sound, nuclear 
magnetic resonance, and X-rays.  
Applied Physics:  
This is more mathematical, including rotational dynamics, thermodynamics, and heat 
engines.  
Turning Points in Physics:  
This is more historical, including the discovery of the electron, wave-particle duality, and 
special relativity.  
 

Unit 6: Investigative and Practical Skills  
 
The practical assessment at A2 is similar to - but naturally more complex than - the AS 
practical assessment. For example, students will use a wider variety of laboratory 
equipment.  

The intellectual demands of the A2 course are greater than those for AS. Some of the concepts will be a greater strain on 
your imagination. Mathematically you will need to become confident with the use of natural logarithms and 
exponentials. By the end of the course you will really begin to see the extent to which the human mind has managed to 
reduce the complexity of the physical world to a small number of beautifully simple ideas. 
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SPANISH 
 

Syllabus Followed:  AQA - 2695 
 
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Spanish 
 
 
It is always an advantage to have an A level in a Modern Foreign Language as language graduates are in great demand 
and sought after by employers. However, the jump from GCSE to A level Spanish is much larger than you would expect, 
as the range of registers, syntax and grammar is greater than at GCSE level. As well as enjoying the subject, ideally you 
should be aiming to achieve an A or A* in your GCSE in order to cope with the demands of the AS course. 
 
Over six million Britons visit Spain every year, therefore Britain’s link with Spain is significant. There are about 360 million 
speakers in the 21 countries where Spanish is the official language, including most of Latin America. This makes Spanish 
the most widely spoken world language after Mandarin Chinese. Indeed, one third of the population of the USA now 
speaks Spanish. Spanish is also one of the five official languages at the UN. Spain is currently Britain’s third most 
important trading partner. British executives and managers need to speak and understand Spanish in order to meet the 
challenges of this market and the enormous potential in Latin America and they need to be informed about the culture 
of this vast and varied area in which, very often, English is not spoken.  
 
Studying Spanish to AS and A2 level entails developing good (almost fluent) spoken Spanish and also involves enhancing 
your grasp of written techniques, grammar and vocabulary. The language is studied via important cultural, social, 
political and economic topics of contemporary interest. This can lead to an introduction to Spanish and/or Latin 
American literature at A2. Authentic material (newspapers, magazines, books, audio and video recordings) is widely used 
for lessons. 
 
You will also need to keep abreast with current affairs and are expected to read around the subject in addition to the set 
prep time of five hours per week minimum as well as attending the language laboratory and weekly oral lessons with the 
assistant. 
 
Spanish is offered to those who wish to study the language at a higher level at many British universities, often in 
combination with another language or a different subject, perhaps with a commercial emphasis. Spanish is a useful asset 
in a vast range of careers and professions which are becoming more international, given the free movement of workers 
within the EU. 
 
Sixth Form Hispanists are expected to spend some time in Spain during their course and trips will be arranged. 
 
Studying Spanish to A2 level focuses particularly on honing the productive skills of spoken and written Spanish. This 
entails the extension of writing techniques (including translation into Spanish and English) and vocabulary-building. The 
language continues to be studied via further important cultural, political, social and economic topics of contemporary 
interest. Topics studied at AS level are also revisited. Grammar is no longer taught as a discrete element, but only revised 
within the context of the oral work, translation skills and essays. 
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Lower Sixth 
 
Syllabus Followed:   AQA      Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Spanish 
 
Key features of the AS course: 
 

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting 

AS   AS topics: Both examined at end of the L6th AS A2 

Unit 1 Listening, Reading and Writing ¶ Media (TV, advertising 
and the internet)  

¶ Popular Culture (film, 
music and fashion) 

¶  Health and Holidays 

¶ Family and 
relationships 

2 hour paper: 

Listening comprehension 
questions based on 5 minutes of 
heard material (where the 
candidate has  full control)reading 
comprehension questions, a 
grammar task  and one essay 
based on the AS topics from a 
choice of three. 

70% 35% 

Unit 2 Speaking  As above. 15 minute exam with 20 minutes 
preparation time. 

Candidates discuss a Spanish 
stimulus card based on one of the 
AS topics and take part in a 
conversation covering three 
further AS topics, one of which is 
prepared previously. 

30% 15% 

 
Upper Sixth:    

Syllabus Followed: AQA                           

The key features of the A2 course are: 

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting A2 

Unit 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening, Reading and Writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A2 general topics: 

¶ Environment 

¶ Multicultural society 

¶ Contemporary social 
issues 

A2 cultural topics: 

¶ Latin American Short 
Stories (García 
Márquez). 

¶ Spanish film (Buñuel) 

2hr30 minute paper. 

Listening comprehension based 
on 6 minutes of heard material, 
reading comprehension and 
translation tasks based on the A2 
general topics and one essay on 
one cultural topic. 

 

 

 

35% 

Unit 4 Speaking As above 15 minute exam with 20 minutes 
preparation time. Candidates 
present and debate a point of 
view based on  a Spanish stimulus 
card from one of the A2 general 
topics (5mins) and take part in a 
conversation based on two 
cultural A2 topics  (10 mins). 

15% 
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Into the Sixth Form | Other Courses 
 
 
Personal, Social, Health and Religious Education (PSHRE) 
 
The Sixth Form PSHRE programme encourages pupils to participate in discussion, to research information, to present 
short talks, to contribute to a debate and to become involved in various activities across the school curriculum. A variety 
of modules are offered and these are interspersed with talks, debating, higher education briefing sessions and 
information about gap years opportunities. The Lower Sixth units are: - 
 
Mate and Relate 
Sex and relationships, including contraception, where to get advice, the roles and responsibilities of parenthood and 
their financial implications. This unit also considers the issues associated with changing family circumstances such as 
separation. 
 
Wicked Man 
The physiological effects of drugs, alcohol and tobacco, including addiction and the impact this has on family life, friends 
and work. Pupils consider the effects of the media and peer pressure when making personal choices about drugs and are 
encouraged to understand the laws on all drugs. They also consider the effects of alcohol on the body and the risks 
involved when driving. 
 
Judgement Day 
Presentation skills, researching a topic, forming an opinion, then about consolidating information in support of their 
opinion. Pupils learn to develop their public speaking skills and have the opportunity to contribute in a debating 
competition. 
 
Get a life! 
This unit looks at higher education, training and employment, and the financial implications involved in a future career. 
They also discover the opportunities of travelling and working abroad. 
 
/ŀǎƘ ΩƴΩ /ŀǊǊȅ 
A survey of the range of financial services and tools open to pupils. This includes how to manage personal money and 
how to deal with student grants and loans, as well as mortgages and pension schemes. Pupils also develop an 
understanding of the world economy. 
 
What a Waste 
The factors which have contributed to changes in the environment and the development of pressure groups. A research 
project which could be implemented to resolve a local environmental issue is undertaken. 
 
LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ Choice 
The factors which influence an individual’s moral values. Pupils are encouraged to reflect upon their spiritual and moral 
beliefs. They consider what is right and good and whether “faith” enables us to be wiser about our choices. They learn to 
appreciate the diversity of religious faiths and how these impact on our sense of individual responsibility. 
 
The Upper Sixth PSHRE programme consists of the following units: 

Healthy Living 
 
Globalisation 
  
Debating and Public Speaking 
     
Current Affairs and Life Skills 
     
Cookery and Food Preparation 
     
Money Matters  
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Into the Sixth Form | Other Courses 
 
 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 
For pupils whose first language is not English, additional support is provided, as appropriate, by the EAL department.  
This provides class tuition in the four core areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening in order to allow non-native 
speakers of English fully to access the curriculum, to prepare them the IELTS examination, to exploit their academic 
abilities and to enjoy all of the social and cultural aspects of life at the School.   

In the Sixth Form EAL lessons both prepare pupils for the IELTS examination and also provide language support for their 
work in their AS courses. Some EAL pupils take three, rather than four, taught AS courses in the Lower Sixth as they find 
that their work takes them more time than most native English speakers. However, they usually sit the AS examination in 
their own language (if available) when they sit their other AS examinations at the end of the Lower Sixth year, so that 
most still gain a minimum of 4 AS examination results.  

For a few pupils extra, individual, EAL tuition in addition to class lessons is needed. This is arranged through the EAL 
Department, in consultation with parents and guardians. 

 
 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
 
The EPQ offers Sixth Form pupils the opportunity to study a topic of their choice – usually, but not necessarily, one 
relating to their A level study – and to produce a final dissertation and oral presentation on it. It is a free-standing 
qualification and has the value and UCAS points of half an A level. It is regarded as being of A2 (i.e. Upper Sixth) standard. 
 
The EPQ is started towards the end of the Lower Sixth year and is continued through the Upper Sixth year. Those who 
take it do so in addition to their A level courses; it does not replace an A level. The standard is demanding and it should 
only be undertaken by those who are performing at a high level in their A level studies and whom the School believes will 
cope with the additional workload with no detrimental effect to their A level work and who will benefit from the 
opportunity this qualification offers. 
 
For much of the course pupils work independently, although they have regular meetings with their supervisor, who is a 
member of the teaching staff. The final dissertation is 5,000 words in length. It must be completed by the Summer Term 
of the Upper Sixth. It is assessed internally and moderated externally (i.e. by the examination board). 
 
Benefits of the EPQ 
 
For those for whom the EPQ is an appropriate additional course, the EPQ offers significant educational benefits: 
 

¶ study in greater depth of an aspect of their A level studies which is of particular interest to them 

¶ development of powers of research, analysis and evaluation 

¶ experience of independent study which will be an excellent preparation for university 

¶ additional material to use in their UCAS application and in university interviews 

¶ an additional qualification which attracts UCAS points 
 
No decision needs to be made before the Summer Term of the Lower Sixth about the possibility of embarking on the EPQ 
course. 
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The Careers Department 
 
Location and Resources 
 
The Careers Department is located within the Piper Library. In addition to providing a comprehensive range of literature 
on careers and Gap Year opportunities, the Head of Careers and his team are able to offer advice on these areas, help 
with organizing work experience, and have links to a wide range of external agencies. Careers information is organised 
into two main areas: 
 
1 Job-related and Gap Year information. This includes literature from all of the main professional organisations 

many national and international companies, reference material relating to Gap Year opportunities and to 
university sponsorship.   

2 Higher education literature, CD ROMs and videos, including university prospectuses and videos, 
departmental/subject prospectuses, reference books to assist choosing institutions and subjects, UCAS 
information. 

 
Careers Guidance 
 
Most pupils in the Fifth Form sit a professionally administered academic and careers guidance test; this helps to identify 
suitable potential careers areas, which in turn enables informed decisions to be made regarding AS level subject choices. 
All pupils discuss the test report with their tutor, and are offered a consultation with a professional careers guidance 
counselor. 
 
Throughout the year there is a programme of talks, using both internal and external speakers, on areas that the pupils 
have expressed an interest in.  The School runs a biennial Careers Convention; this provides the opportunity to discuss 
potential career opportunities with representatives from many fields. There are numerous opportunities for work 
shadowing during school holidays. 
 
 
 
 
Higher Education 
 
Information and Advice 
 
The Piper Library stocks a comprehensive range of Higher education literature, CD ROMs and videos, including university 
prospectuses and videos, departmental/subject prospectuses and reference books to assist choosing institutions and 
subjects, UCAS information. The Director of Sixth Form offers individual guidance and advice to pupils on matters relating 
to higher education and also oversee the UCAS applications process. 
 
Higher Education Guidance Programme 
 
The School runs a comprehensive higher education guidance programme, which starts in the second term of the Lower 
Sixth, when most pupils sit a higher education guidance test; this leads to a test report which identifies the most 
appropriate range of subject areas and universities for each pupils to consider and to research further. This is followed 
up with a full programme of talks in the Spring and Summer terms covering strategies for making subject and university 
choices, an overview of the UCAS applications process and detailed information, advice on how to complete the UCAS 
application form and guidance on university interview preparation, as well as Gap Year opportunities. This programme 
uses a combination of both internal and external speakers. Parents and guardians are also involved, and are able to 
attend a lecture given by one of the country’s leading experts in the field of higher education guidance and through the 
end of year Parents’ Meeting. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to attend university Open Days before finalising their UCAS applications and detailed individual 
guidance is given on the completion of their UCAS forms, including, in particular, the Personal Statement section. There 
is an extensive programme of support and development for pupils intending to apply for particularly competitive 
courses, such as medicine, and for the most competitive universities, including Oxbridge. This programme includes 
preparation for the various specialised screening tests, including LNAT, BMAT and UKCAT. It starts in the Lower Sixth and 
runs through to the end of the application and selection process. 
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The Piper Library 
 

The Piper Library occupies a central and easily accessible position on the School site. It is open throughout the School day 
until 5.30 pm and on two evenings per week. It offers a light, attractive and comfortable environment for pupils to come 
and work quietly at the purpose-built study carrels or to relax with a book during break, lunchtime or after school. There 
are computers available, giving pupils access to the school’s pupil intranet site and to search the library database. 
 
The current book stock numbers about 17,000 and this is constantly developed and updated to meet the changing needs 
of the curriculum and pupils’ recreational reading needs. Fiction stock covers all reading ages in the School, and a wide 
range of tastes and abilities. Pupils are actively encouraged to liaise with the Librarian on acquiring new titles and topics 
and the library puts together packs of resources to support pupils in their coursework. 
 
Early on in their first term all new L6 Form boarders are given an induction course to the effective use of the library by 
the School Librarian. At this time the pupils are given a Library Guidelines Booklet detailing everything they need to know 
about the library and also a 6

th
 Form Reading List Book Mark which corresponds to the fiction books on the shelves. 

Many L6 pupils will be assigned their PS periods in the library as a quiet place to study. 
 
The Piper Library offers not only books but also DVDs and CDs, for both study and recreational use. A range of journals is 
stocked, including The Economist, Economics Affairs, Economic Today, The English Review, New Scientist, Aesthetica, 
eMagazine, Flip Side and various careers magazines. We are therefore able to offer pupils a large, varied and up to date 
range of sources of literature and other information. 
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Into the Sixth Form | Extra-Curricular Opportunities  
 

The range of opportunities for pupils increases significantly when you move into the Sixth Form. A wide range of 
interests is catered for, which can stretch and challenge you, and enable you to develop your self-confidence, 
organisation, team-working and leadership skills. There is also an active Sixth Form Council, at which new ideas from 
Sixth Form pupils are discussed and followed up. 
 

Subject Societies and related activities 

As a Sixth Former, you have the opportunity to take a leadership role in many of these societies 

¶ Economic & Politics Society 

¶ English Society  

¶ Geography Society History Society 

¶ Medics Society  

¶ Modern Languages Exchange and Work Experience Trips 

¶ Science Club 

 

Academic Extension opportunities 

¶ Hot Topics 

¶ Lecture Series 

¶ Engineering Education Project 

¶ Extended Project Qualification 

 

Support for University Application Preparation 

¶ Oxbridge Preparation 

¶ Ethics workshops for Medics 

¶ Interview Skills workshops 

¶ Work shadowing  

¶ Careers Evenings 

¶ Access to careers advisor 

 

Leadership and Community Opportunities 

¶ Community Action 

¶ Grimsdell Project 

¶ School Partnerships in Tamil Nadu and Nicaragua 

¶ CCF 

 

Other Extra-Curricular 

¶ Wider and more flexible range of activities e.g. golf, riding, shooting etc. 

 

Social Opportunities 

¶ Facilities  - Café 6, Upper Sixth Common Room, possibility of a coffee shop 

¶ More responsibility given for independent study 
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Into the Sixth Form | GCSE Grade Entry Requirements 
 

 
The minimum academic requirement for external candidates for entry to the Sixth Form is two GCSE passes at grade A or 
above plus at least three at grade B or above.  In addition, each subject has its own specific minimum entry 
requirements. These are detailed below. However, you should be aiming to achieve A* or A in the GCSE subjects which 
relate to your AS courses. 
 
 

 
Subject 

 
Examination  
Board 
 

Minimum GCSE grade requirement 

 

Art 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in Art and Design 
 

Biology 

 

AQA 
 

Grade B in Biology or BB in Core and Additional Science 
 

Business Studies 

 

OCR 
 

Grade C in Mathematics and Grade C in English Language 
 

Chemistry 
 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in Chemistry or BB in Core and Additional Science 
 

Classical Civilisation 

 

OCR 
 

Grade C in English Language or English Literature 
 

Design Technology 

 

OCR 
 

Grade B in a Technology discipline 
 

Drama 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade A in Drama and at least Grade B in English Language or English Literature 
 

Economics 
 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in Mathematics and in English Language 
 

English 
 

OCR 
 

Grade B in both English Language and English Literature 
 

French 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in French 
 

Geography 
 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in Geography 
 

German 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in German 
 

Government & 
Politics 
 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in History 

 

History 

 

OCR 
 

Grade B in History 
 

Information 
Technology 
 

 

AQA 
 

Grade B in Information Technology 

 

Latin 

 

OCR 
 

Grade B in Latin 
 

Mathematics 
 

Edexcel 
 

Grade A in Mathematics at Higher Tier 
 

Music 

 

Edexcel 
 

Grade B in Music 
 

Physics 
 

AQA 
 

Grade B in Physics or BB in Core and Additional Science 
 

Spanish 
 

AQA 
 

Grade B in Spanish 
 
 

Sport & PE Edexcel 
 

 

Grade BB in Core and Additional Science, Grade B in Biology or Grade B in PE 
Theory Paper 
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Mill Hill School 

The Ridgeway, Mill Hill Village 

London NW7 1QS 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8959 1176 

www.millhill.org.uk 

email: info@millhill.org.uk 

http://www.millhill.org.uk/

