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Into the Sixth Forn Introduction

Moving into the Sixth Form is a significant and exciting step. Yourhake control and choice about what you will study
than you have had so far in your school career, and you will also be given more responshmlityin your work and
outside the classroom. In the Sixth Form you are laying the foundations for univemsitgeyond, so it is important that
you make careful and sensible decisions about the subjects you study next year.

This booklet explains the aims and structure of the Sixth Form Curriculum at Mill Hill and is designed to help you to make
appropriate chaces for your AS subjects. It includes a section on the subject requirements of British degree courses,
which should also be taken into account when making decisions about your AS subjects.

Please read the booklet carefully before making your sulijhoices; sensible thought and planning now is likely to lead
to a successful start to your Sixth Form career here.

Dr Dominic LucketBA, DPhil, FRSA
Headmaster
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Into the Sixth Form Curriculum

The aims of theSixth Form curriculum are:

A to provide an academic curriculum which is appropriate for each pupil in its range and demands;

A to encourage and develop personal skills of study, research and thought;

A to encourage pupils to consider and discuss issues relevant to them as they move towards adulthood and
participation in the full range in rights and responsibilities as citizens.

In the Lower Sixth the standard expectation is for pupils to take four ASsemutn addition they have a weekly
timetabled session of Personal, Social, Health and Religious Educationa andekly timetabled session of
Complementary StudieSuitably qualified pupils may take an additional AS course, where the timetable can bgeatira

to make this possible. The ablest mathematicians have additional periods of Mathematics each week to enable them to
sit A Level Further Mathematics in addition to A Level Mathemdtiasa small number of pupils, a programme of three,
rather than, faur AS courses may be agreed as being appropriate; this is usually because it has not been possible to
identify a fourth subject which they would like to take and for which they hmeethe academic entry requirements.

Guidance is given to pupils and theparents about making AS subject choices; this includes an external
academic/careers guidance test report, discussions with tutors and Housemasters/ mistresses and talks from the Deputy
Head (Academicpetailed information on the Lower Sixth Form curhion is set out in ths Lower Sixth Form Guidel nt o

t he Si xa copy Bfehicimigiven to each Fifth Form pugihd to their parents/guardian.

The PSHRE programme covers both years of the Sixth Form and encourages pupils to participate iondisTussi
research information, to present short talks, to contribute to a debate and to become involved in various activities across
the schoolcurriculum. The programme is modular, and the modules include: sex and relationships, drugs, alcohol and
tobacco, presentation skills, personal financial management skills, the environment, and moral values and their
relationship withfaith and belief. These modules are combined with whole year group presentations and guidance to
pupils and parents/guardians on Higleducation and Gap Year opportunities.

In most cases, pupils continue with three of their examination courses in the Upper Sixth, to complete A levels in those
subjects. By the time a pupil has completed their Upper Sixth year, therefore, they will hohmak qualifications in

three subjects at A level and one subject at AS level. Pupils are not be asked to decide which three of their four AS level
courses they wish to study at A2 level until they have completed two terms of their AS level coursesinifhiem
requirementto continue in the Upper Sixth is a minimum E grade in that subject in the AS examination.

You will find in this Curriculum Guide detailed information about each of the AS level courses which the Sabotdn

offer in Septemberach year Where appropriate, information about the A2 courses which would follow them is also
included. Before pupils make their A2 choices (for the Upper Sixth), they are given an Upper Sixth Curriculum Guide,
which gives further information about each thfe A2 courses which the School offers.

For timetabling and other reasons, not all combinations of subjects will be possible; if a particular combination requested
is not possible, pupils are told as soon as possible, and the School will discuss dtesitd¢ive subject combinations.

Lower Sixth Form Entry Requirements The minimum academic requirement for entry to the Sixth BeomGESE

passes at gde A and three at grade Blus at leastC grades in Mathematics and English Language or Literature.
Candidates not sitting GCSE examinations (i.e. those coming from other countries) will be expected to achieve the
equi valent standard to this i n t hleadditonctothisdenemal requirgmera,di n g
each subject has spific minimum entry requirements; these are listed on page @@ally you should be aiming to

achieve A* or A in those subjects which are relevant to your intended AS level courses.



Into the Sixth Form Choosing your subjects

Advice on choosing yowsubjects
1. Collect the Information you will need

Before you make the important decisions regarding your AS level courses nextglésat as much relevant information
as possible.

a) Consider your present subjects:
« which subjects do you enjoy? whgtlyenjoy them-the subject itself? the teacher?
« which subjects are you good at?

b) Find out about your possible AS level subjects:

« what do the AS level courses offered by the School courses actually cover? Read the Sixth Form
Curriculum Guide detailsarefully so that you make sensible subject choices. It is not always
possible to change an AS course once started, as there may not be space in the course you would
like to change to.

« what GCSE subjects and grades are required for the different subjects?

c) Take into account your Careers Guidance Test Report
« which career area(s) should you keep open?
« which AS level subjects are requirements for these careers, and which are optional?
« did the Report identify particular academic strengths and weaknesses?

d) Talk to your present teachers
« ask your present subject teachers whether they think that you would be able to cope successfully
in their subject at AS level
e ask them to give you an idea of what their subject is actually like at AS level
« for subjects yothave not taken before, talk to the Head of Department

e) Talk to older pupils doing the courses in which you are interested
» ask them what the courses in which you are interested are really like
< were they different from what they expected?
e does the way gu study in that subject suit the way you work best? Is there a large
coursework/research assignment component?

f) Talk to parents, friends and others
« They can shed valuable light on careers, and possibly on Higher Education courses, but remember
that caurses and entry requirements are changing all the time, and advice from people not directly
involved in this area can get out of date quickly.

9) Visit the Careers Department/Library
e books giving gener al help, e.g.’  Your Choice of
* books givingnformation on specific career areas, e.g. the 'Careers in ...."' series
* books giving information on subject requirements for entry to degree courses:
e« "The Big UCAS Book’ and ‘' Degree Course Offers’

h) Find out what A level subjects are needed for whichrée courses
« You will find a summary of the A level subject requirements for most degree courses on the
following pages



2. Making your decisions

As in most school s, Mi || Hill’ s AS andyoutake sne aubgein eachgani s
block. In a blocking system not all combinationswifjects are possible, although the blocks will be organised so that the
most usualcombinations will be available. At this stage, therefore, you should try to identifyreserve subject in

addition to your preferred four.

a) Rule out the obvious neaunners for your AS level subjects.

b) Divide the rest into ‘definites and possibles

c) Think carefully about the relationship between the courses you might study at AS level and your
education/carer beyond them. Consider also the Higher

Education and career implications of the various combinations of ArtSarahce subjects.

< with 3 Sciences plus Matly®u can go on to courses such as Science, Engineering, Medicine, but your range
of subjects will look rather narrow; most universities would like you to include 1 Arts or Humanities subject
in your 4 AS courses even if you intend to read a Maths/Sciengei€&ering or Medicineelated subject.

e with 2 or 3 courses from Sciences/Matpisis 1 or 2 Arts/Humanities subjects you can still go on to courses
such as Science, Engineering, Medicine, and your range of subjects will look better balanced. Employers
want scientists/engineers/doctors who do not only have a high level of technigariése, but are also
literate and articulate.

e with 2 courses from Sciences/Maths plus 2 Arts/Humanities subjects you can go on to courses such as
architecture, surveying, pharmacy, industrial management, purchasing, marketing, and you are still showing
agood balance of subjects.

e with Arts/Humanities subjects only you can go on to courses such as administration, financial services,
business/management, social services, creative fields but you are not showing a good balance of subjects.
Consider includiniylaths or a Science, if appropriate for you.

d) Review your options after you have received the results of your Mock examinations.

e) Remember that there is no single 'perfect' path for your career. Most people have a range of talents that will

enablethemtdbe successful in many different courses or cée
what careers they want to follow, so make choices which leave open to you as many sensible options as
possible.

Special Notes

A If you choose four courses hich include both Arts/Humanities and Science subjects, rather than all
Arts/Humanities or all Science/Maths, and which you are likely to do well in, you are strongly encouraged to do
so. It is likely to strengthen your university application.

A For verymany degree courses the actual subjects of your AS and A2 courses will not matter; the grades you
obtain in the subjects you have studied are likely to be the most important factor in the majority of cases.

1 For most careers (the obvious exceptions includedical/scientific careers) the actual subject of your degree
wi |1 not be relevant. Most peoples’ jobs do NOT rel
a much widerchoice of degree subjeetand therefore of AS courseghan youmight have thought.



Into the Sixth Form University Entry Requirements

A Level subject requirements for Degree Courses

Most subjects at degree level have few specific A level subject requirements; wisataly more important is the actual
gradesyou achieve. The information belowgésen in good faith and is believed correct at time of publication. However,
it should be taken as a likely indication only. Requirements can vary from one universigotber and universities
reserve the right to cAnge entry requirements at any timend may do so as little as between one and two years before
the year of entry. To bsure of the current specific A Level subject requirements of a course at a particiNarsity,
you shoul d c he c bksitetohcentact thé unieersityiditegt.” s we

1 Accountancy
Maths occasionally required.

1 Agriculture
Two Sciences; Chemistry often required, Biology often preferred

1 Ancient History
History, Ancient History or Clasal Civlisationpreferred or required.

1 Archaeology
Latin or Greek sometimes preferred; a science subject occasionally required.

1 Architecture
Some courses require Maths or Physics. A level Art is not required, althqaytfaio will be expected.

1 Astronomy
Maths and Physics usually required.

1 Biochemistry
Chemistry required. Biology or Maths also preferred

I Biological Sciences
Chemistry usually required-2 more Maths/Science subjects usually preferred.

9 Business Studies
Maths occasionally required or preferred.

1 Chemistry
Chemistry andnother Science usually required.

1 Chemical Engineering
Chemistry required, with Physics and/or Maths preferred.

1 Classics
Latin or Greek usually preferred or required.

1 Computer Science
Maths and/or Physics sometimes required.

1 Dentistry
Chemistry requird. Two Maths/Science preferred.

 Drama
Theatre Studies and/or English required. A foreign language and/or Historgauiged for some courses.

1 Economics
Maths occasionally required.

1 Engineering (most types)

Maths and Physics normally required, exciptfoundation courses and some cieilgineering courses.
1 English

English normally required and a foreign language to GCSE at certain universities.

1 Environmental Science
Biology and Chemistry usually preferred.



Food Science/Technology
Chemistry requird. One or two more sciences often preferred.

French
French required. Second foreign language often an advantage.

Geography

Geography required.

Geology

Two-three subjects from Sciences and Maths usually required.

German
German required.Second foreigitanguage often an advantage.

History
History required or preferred.

Law
No specific subject requirements, though subjects such as English, Hidtdhgmatics are well regarded.

Management Studies
Maths occasionally required.

Materials Science/Metallugy
Twothree Maths/Science subjects usually required.

Mathematics/Statistics
Mathematics required.

Medicine
Chemistry required at A level. Biology often required to at least AS levelm@re Maths/Science preferred.
However, you should try to includin Arts/Humanities subject in addition to Maths/Science subjects.

Music
Music normally required.

Pharmacy/Pharmacology

Chemistry required. Two more Maths/Science preferred.
Physics

Maths and Physics usually required.

Physiology
Chemistry required, plusometimes two more Maths/Science.

Psychology (science course)
One or two Science subjectblo A level subject requirements for arts course in psychology.

Quantity Surveying
A Science subject may be required for some courses.

Spanish
Spanish requiredSecond foreign language often an advantage.

Sports Studies
Maths or Physics may be required and potentially Biology.

Veterinary Science
Chemistry required. Two more Maths/Science preferred.



ART

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8AD01

Entry Requirements: Entry requirements Grade B in GCSE Art and Design is normally expected. In exceptional
circumstances, a portfolio of Artwork may be submitted to the head of Art and Design for
consideration.

Art and Design is appropriate both for those wivesh to have an introduction to professional practice in a creative and
visual world and for those who are interested in culture and the history of ideas. AS level Art and Design is about looking
and understanding, the essential measure of this is throdgdwing. The most important entry requirement for this
course is an ability to make intelligent welbserved drawings. The disciplines associated with this course are painting
and drawing, printmaking, sculpture, alternative media, theatre design, cocisttutextiles, fine Art textiles, fashion
textiles, photography, digital photography, film and video, illustration and multimedia.

AS Art consists of two units

Unit 1: Art and DesigiCoursework, which counts for 60% of the AS.
This unit forms the basisnowhich you develop your knowledge, skills and understanding in creating a rich visual
language within the context of selected ideas. Your submission will need to include evidence of:

1 An exploration of theme

1 Appropriate research and recording from primary
sources.

1 Selecting appropriate sources and contextual images for
analysis, demonstrating understanding, meaning and
context.

1 Analysing and using sources and contexts to inform and

inspire your work

Development of ideas, ongoing analysis and review.

Exploration of media and methods to record information

and develop ideas.

1 Synthesis of ideas and outcome(s) which connect with
appropriate context.

= =

Unit 2: Art and Desigiiexternally set assignment, which counts for 40% of the AS.

A2 Art and Design congisof two units of work

Unit 3is the Personal Study and counts for 30% of the full A level.

The personal study consists of two elements. The research or exploratory study, and a written submission of between

2000 and 5000 words.

Unit 4is an externallyget assignment and counts for 20% of the full A Level.



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 9030

The A2 course enables you to reassess or continue with interests you established in the AS course. The work can be
specialisedn one creative discipline or it can be spread over two or more areas.

The A2 unit consists of unit 3, a coursework unit worth 30% of the advanced GCE, and unit 4, an externally set
assignment worth 20% of the advanced GCE

Unit 3 consists of two parts

a. Practical coursework should arise from your current
interests and experiences in art, craft and design together
with knowledge skills and understanding gained from
earlier units. You will chose your own theme and
undertake appropriate research. Media and pesses
will be chosen to facilitate a personal response.

b. For thepersonal studyyou are expected to investigate a
wide range of sources. This should include first hand
experiences in galleries, museums or of buildings or
design objects. The context of tipersonal study must be
inspired by and linked to part (a) of this coursework.

Your ideas must be concentrated in the formedther:
1 Astudy in book form including images produced by you,
including awritten text of between 1000 and 3000
words.

or

1 Avisual display of imagegollected or produced by you,
and awritten text of no more than 1000 words.

Unit 4 is the examination unit

You must respond to the theme set by the examiners. You should build on the knowledge and understanding gained in
Unit 3.

You will submit a range of preparatory studies includirsfetchbook and a final outcome.



BIOLOGY

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: AQA- 2410

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Biology or BB in GI0®&& and Additional ScienceA good standard in
Chemistry is beneficial. If taking Core and Additional Science, your mark iBidkegy
componentmust also be of at least B grade standard.

AS Level Course Content
Unit 1: Biology and Disease33% of total AS markswritten paper 1hr 15 mins.

Subject content:
9 Digestive and gas exchange systems may be affected by communicable and non
communicable diseases
1 A knowledge of basic biology allows us to understand the symptoms of disease and
interpret data relating to risk factors

Unit 2: The variety of living organismst6% of total AS markswritten paper 1hr 45 mins.
Subject content:
1 The influence of genatiand environmental factors on intraspecific competition
1 The variety of life is reflected in similarities and differences in its biochemical basis and
cellular organisation
T Size and metabolic rate affect antas.gani sm

Unit 3: Practical and Investigative Skil20% of total AS marks

Internal AssessmentAssessment of practical skills (PSA) by teacher during course plus an Investigative skills assignment
(ISA) set by the board and carried out in class.

Carees and Higher Education LinksBiology is one of the most versatile of all A level subjects. It tests the full range of
academic skills. The range of university courses and careers linked to Biology is extensive and rapidly expanding. Medical
and Dentistryschools in London now require at least an AS in both Biology and Chemistry, with at least one of the
subjects followed into the A2 course. Other medical schools are expected to have similar requirements. But, it should be
emphasised that A level Biologyfar more than a preparation for Medicine!

The A2 course Much of the A2 course is built around specialist optional modules. A field trip takes place in the second
half of the Summer Term after the AS examinations have finished, and this trip fornmsiee of the major practical
investigation required in the A2 course. Otherwise, A2 builds on the foundation established at AS level.



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: AQA- 2411

Unit 4 BIOL4 Populations and Environment

16.7% of total Aevel course Exam 1hr 30 mins
33.3% of A2 course

6-9 short answer questions plus 2 longer questions involving continuous progd@mdbcience Works

This module contains a substantial amount of the main principles of Biology that were considered taodilegrfor the

AS course. It contains works on Energy supply, the biochemistry of photosynthesis and respiration, nutrient cycles,
population studies and inheritance. Topics are treated within specific contexts and questions will demand an
understanding ofhe principles of scientific research and an ability to apply concepts to unfamiliar situations.

Unit 5 BIOL5 Control in cells and in organisms

23.3% of total A level cours&Exam 2hrs 15 mins
46.6% of A2 course

8-10 short answer questions plus 2 longgrestions and a synoptic essay (choice 1 of 2)

This module covers physiological mechanisms underlying the ability to sense and respond to stimuli both internal and
external. It includes endocrine and nervous control, muscle and nerve action, homeostasisn Ahis module is an
advanced course on gene technology and its applications including gene expression, cloning, gene therapy, medical
diagnosis and genetic fingerprinting.

Unit 6 BIO6T Investigative and practical skills (internally assessed)

10% oftotal A level course
20% of A2 course

This unit consists of two internally marked sections:
1. Practical skills assessment (PSA) 6 raw marks
Students are graded on their ability to demonstrate ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques, selecting

appropiiate qualitative and quantitative methods, record and communicate reliable results and analyse and
interpret them in the I|light of their own and others

2. Investigative skills assessment (ISA) 44 raw marks

Students are set a practicakercise which is done under exam conditions. In further supervised sessions they

are expected to process their results (including a statistical test) and answer an examination paper set by the
board based on the i nvest imthetolddashioned $epse ef a ilosger project ¢ o u
completed at home.



BUSINESS STUDIES

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: OCR HO030 (AS) and H430 (A2)

Entry Requirements:  Grade C in Maths and Grade C in English Language

Examination Structure
ASLevel

TwoUnits are covered and externally assessed.

PYAG 6CHpMO W!Iy Ly@dosamR@®OiArAzy (2 . dzaiySaaQ
5 compulsory questions of a short answer & data response s(gl¢lour)

'YAG OCHMQHO W.-(BHGAASEA Cdzy OlAz2yaq
Section A answer one, six pgdestion- (2 Hours)
Section B answer all four questions based on aiggaed case study

Examination Structure
A2 Level

TwoUnits are covered and externally assessed.

''YAG O6CHpoH40WaflAN] SGAyYyIQ
Six questions based on case study stimulus matefZzaHours)

PYAG O6CHGTO W{ (NBOGHSARO al yI 3SYSyiQ
Four questions answered based on a-msued case study, part of which will include a specified numerical
content (this unit is synoptic)(2 Hours)

What is Business Studies?

Business Studies is as demanding intellectually as Economics, but less theoretical. It is not a vocational course. It draws
on a wide range of disciplines, such as human resource management, finance, production and marketing and integrates
theminthecone xt of an organisation’s external environment .
businesses, you will have frequent opportunities to see classroom theory applied in real situations. Few Business Studies
problems have a single, simplasawer, so you will need to be able to assemble and sift evidence from a variety of
disciplines in developing a solution to a problem.

How does Business Studies differ from Economics?

Although Economics and Business Studies share some common contenisttzefandamental difference in emphasis
between the two subjects. Take for example a rise in the rate of interest. The Economist would seek to explain why the
rate has changed, through the use of theoretical models and diagrams and these models wouktilie atempt to

predict subsequent changes within the whole economy. In contrast, the Business Studies student would be more
concerned with what effect the change in the interest rate would have on an organisation, its employees and customers.

What can Bisiness Studies be combined with?
Business Studies can successfully be combined with any other A level subject.

13



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: OCR H430

Examination Structure 2 units,both externally assess:

How does A2 Business Studies diffeom AS Business Studies?

The A2 course followed attempts to build upon principles established within the AS course. The emphasis is placed upon
testing candidates’ understanding of the materntyoithe cove
student to demonstrate an ability to analyses and evaluate the different elements of the subject as a whole. This satisfies
the ‘“synoptic’ nature of the A2 course structure.

Examination Structure

A2 Level

Twounits arecovered and externallgssessed.

'YAG 6CHpoO Wal Ny SGAy3aQ (40% of AZ

Six questions based on case study stimulus material (2 hours)

PYAG O6CHpTO W{GNIXdS3IAO al yl 3SY HBIHAA2)
Four questions based on pissued case study, part of which will include a specified numerogaitent
(This unit is synoptic)



CHEMISTRY

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel Chemistry 8CHO1 (AB)9CHO1 (A2)

Entry Requirements: B in GCSE Chemistry or BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science. Grade B in GCSE
Mathematics is also expected.

Is Chemistrysuitable for me?

Chemistry is suitable for you if you have an interest in, and enjoy chemistry, want to find out about how things work in
the real world, enjoy applying your mind to solving problems, and you want to use chemistry to progress onto further
studies in Higher Education or support other qualifications or enter chemlsised employment.

What will this course teach me?

This course will give you the skills and understanding to make decisions about the way Chemistry affects your everyday
life by applying concepts into contemporary areas of Chemistry including climate change, green chemistry and
pharmaceuticals.

What do | need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?

The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and psocgsdlls that you achieved in GCSE Science,
Additional Science and Chemistry. In Chemistry you will need to be able to communicate effectively, be able to carry out
research, work independently and critically think about problems.

What will | learn?

AS @emistry gives you the opportunity to study a core of key concepts in greater detail. Many of the ideas first covered
at GCSE will be revisited but with a greater emphasis on explaining rather than simply describing the behaviour of
molecules. While studgg GCE Chemistry you will develop practical skills that include making observations, collecting
data, analysing experimental results and formulating conclusions.

AS Level assessment
1 Units 1 and 2 are written examinations (90 maech) containing multiple choice, objective, short answer and
extended answer questions
T Unit 3 is an assessment of your practical skills o
A2 Level Assessment
1 Units 4 and 5 are written examinations examination®5Imins each) containing multiple choice, objective,

short answer and extended answer questions.
T Unit 6 is an assessment of your practical skills o



AS Course Structure

Unit 1: The Core Principles of Chemist{0%)

13
1.4
15
1.6
1.7

Unit 2:
2.3
2.4
25
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9

Formulae, equations and amounts of substance
Energetics

Atomic structure and the periodic table

Bonding

Introductory organic chemistry

Application of Core Principles of Chemistry (40%)
Shapes of molecules anahis
Intermediate bonding and bond polarity
Intermolecular forces

Redox

The periodic table—groups 2 and 7
Kinetics

Chemical equilibria

Organic chemistry

Mechanisms

Mass spectra and IR

Green chemistry

A2 Course Structure

Application of Core Principles of Chemistry
How fast?—rates
How far?—entropy
Equilibria
Application of rates and equilibrium
Acid/base equilibria
Further organichemistry

Spectroscopy and chromatography

DSYSNIf tNAYOALX Sa 2F / KSYA&aidNR
Nitrogen Chemistry

Redox and the chemistry of the transition metals
Organic chemistry—arenes, nitrogen compounds andrgliesis

L

o
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: OCR H041
Entry Requirements: Grade C in GCSE English Language or English Literature

What is Classical Civilisation?

Classical Civilisatiomill appeal to anyone who is interested in literature, history and art. The syllabus allows a choice of
the study of several topics from the classical world of the Greeks and Romans. The following two topics will be studied in
the Lower Sixth year:

1. | 2 Y SOtgsseyand Societypne of Homer’'s great epic poems, studi e
Odysseus on his return from Troy to his home in Ithaca. As well as the story and its characters, social issues for
discussion include fate, heroism, nadity and justice.

2. Greek Tragedy in its Contexiour of the finest tragic plays ever written, by Aeschyliggmemnoi), Sophocles
(AjaX and the most modern of the great tragedians, Euripiddedea and Trojan Wom@nThis unit also deals
with the Greek theatre and development of tragedy as well as its place in the life eféifttury Athens.

Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: OCR H441

Areas of Study

There have been some considerable changes to the Classicahtivilgpecification, since all four units (2 at AS, and 2

at A2) are all much more synoptic in nature than in previous years. The A2 course continues with two further topics
studied- from a choice (as yet to be determined) of the following:

1 CC8 Art &Architecture in the Greek Worldn which the focus of study is sculpture, vase painting and
architecture of the Classical Greek world (including the famous Elgin marbles and the work of Praxiteles,
Skopas and Lysippos). [This unit will be one of the twimitely offered from September 2009.]

1 CC9 Comic Drama in the Ancient Wofflicusing on the works of Aristophanes, Menander (Greek) and
Plautus (Roman) in their historical, literary and cultural contexts.

1 CC10 Virgil & the world of the herahich will de | with Virgil’s epic masterp

and cul tural cont ext, along with selected parts of
Assessment

As with the AS course, assessment at A2 | evel i stwentire

AS units will account for 50% of the final A level grade. Details of the two A2 examinations (each of 1% hours duration)
are as follows:

Each unit will comprise the format below:
1  CC7 through CC10 (25% of A level for each of the two units)

Section AChoice of one from two context questions.
Section B: Choice of one from three essay questions.

17



What previous knowledge or study is required?

No previous knowledge of Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisatiémcient History is required, and all topics are studied in
English. However, you really do need to have a genuine interest in classical literature, history and culture. If you do not,
then this may not be an appropriate course for you.

Course andexamination structure

The two topic areas are each examined by a 1% hour written paper at the end of the Lower Sixth year, leading to an AS
level. Each examination has two sections (commentary and essay); in each section candidates are required tomanswer o
question from a choice of two. The texts are not studied in isolation, but rather in the context of the social, political and
historical settings of the time. Individual responses and ideas are as important as the assimilation of knowledge.
Thosepupile ont i nuing to the full A level go on to study Vir
year.

What AS subjects can | combine with Classical Civilisation?

Classical Civilisation fits very well with any choice of AS courses, seabgnised by all British universities. It can be
combined with other Arts subjects, or can be taken as a contrasting subject to Mathematics and/or the Sciences.

Other Information

The study of Classical Civilisation provides a great variety of issuesfamdation about the classical world which has
been so influential on our modern world. It also develops useful skills in terms of analysis, evaluation, comparison and
communication, which are transferable to other subjects, degree subjects and careers.



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Lower Sixth

Syllabus Followed: OCR HO053 AS Product Design
OCR H453 A2 Product Design

Entry Requirements: Grade B in a GCSE Technology discipline. Candidates not taking GCSE Technology will be
considered on an individual basis, but ardikely to be adequately prepared for the AS/A level
course.

This course is a continued development of GCSE Modular courses that are offered with OCR. The new AS/A2 courses
allow those pupils that have studied the modular GCSE course to pursue thein Bedigechnology interests to a full A
Level standard by a similar approach to assessment. Th
small guided projects interspaced with topics based upon design, systems, and product desigse ©heamputers is
essential to the course in terms of preparation of coursework and the use of our CAD/CAM facilities.

Course Structure

ASLevelThe syl l abus consists of 2 modul es; Uni t F521 is ¢
part in a timed challenge based on a peteased theme, under examination conditions. The challenge consists of a
workbook, a modelling exercise and a written paper. This examination is June of the A/S year. Unit F522 is called the
“product gatas dayry out arCheleptd product analysis of a object of their choice, resulting in suggestions for
improvement. This is a coursework component that is marked by the teacher, internally standardised within the school
and moderated by OCR.

A2 LevelThesyl | abus consists of 2 modules. Unit F423 is call
produce a coursework portfolio and product that fully demonstrates their designing, making and evaluation skills using
creativity, flair and innovidon. This unit is intended to draw upon and develop skills learnt in the AS units. Unit F524 is
called “product design”. This is a timed written paper
questions across the focus materiakas.

The assessment units for the AS are as follows:
1 Unit F521 Advanced Innovation Challenge: 40% of AS
(20% of A level)
1 Unit F522Product Study: 60% of AS (30% of A level)

The assessment units for the A2 are as follows:

1 Unit F523Design, Make and Evalte: 30% of A level
1 Unit F524Product Design: 20% of A level

Candidates choosing this subject should expect to spend some time throughout the academic year in extended
workshops, after schopto improve their skills and knowledge.
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Upper Sixth
Syllabus Followed: OCR H453 Product Design

The A2 course is a continuation of the AS course which is offered by Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR). Th
mar ks awarded for the AS constitute 50 %forgdpilstohatain theirt a | ‘
highest possible grade at AS, as this has a considerable effect upon success at A2.

The A2 courses allows pupils to extend and develop the skills and knowledge they have gained from the AS course. The
focus for the year is a m@j project which will be taught and internally assessed throughout the first two terms. The style

of teaching is essentially the same as the AS with a large proportion of time allocated the project. The second unit is a
synoptic timed paper which will teghowledge and design skills.

Course Structure

Unit F523: Design, Make and Evaluate

Candidates are required to produce a coursework portfolio and product that fully demonstrates their designing, making
and evaluation skills. The coursework consists ofgih#isg, making and evaluating a product, a marketing presentation

and review and reflection. The submission will be by CD ROM for each candidate. The guidance time is 40 hrs. work and a
maximum of 25 A3 sheets (Slides).

Unit F524 Product Design. (2.5 Hrsitén Paper)
The subject content of this unit is focused towards products and applications and their analysis in respect of:

1 Materials, components and their uses.
I Manufacturing processes.

9 Industrial and commercial practices.

Pupils will choose to studgither systems and control or resistant materials as a focus area for the option part of this
paper.

The assessment units for the A2 examination are as follows:

Unit F523: Design, Make and Evaluate 30% of A lev

Unit F524 Product Design 20% of A lewt

TOTAL 50% of A lev



DRAMA

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8DRO1
Entry Requirements: Grade B in GCSE Drama and Gidte English or English Literature

Previous experience of practical drama is strongly recommended for anyone considerimpubgs. In addition, all
external applicants for Drama and Theatre Studies will be expected to pass an audition conducted by the Drama
Department. This course explores many aspects of theatre, including acting, improvisation, dramatic theory and the
study of plays both in production and as classical and modern set texts. You must be prepared to work academically, to
co-operate practically in groups, and to give freely of your time outside normal lessons, including holiday time. You
should also enjoy visitqthe theatre frequently.

AS Course Structure

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre (40% of AS, 20% of total A level)

Exploration of two plays. This involves submission of written coursework as well as practical workshops, internally
assessed andxéernally moderated. Students are also expected to experience a live theatre performance and submit an
evaluation.

Unit 2: Theatre Text in Performance (60% of AS, 30% of total A Level)

The first section requires students to offer a monologue or a dysdo The second section is a practical examination of
acting or design skills in a directed production of a play. This unit is externally assessed.

A2 Course Structure
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 9DRO1

The A2 course in Drama and Theatre Studies course builds upon the skills learnt and examined at AS Level and extends
your experience of the subject through two further units of study. You should be committed to theatre and be prepared

to put in theextra time and effort required to work in a ground as an individual in diverse situations.

Unit 3: Exploration of Dramatic Performance (20% of the total A leve

A presentation of a unique and original piece of theainégrnally assessed and externally moderated. This is based on

criteria set by the teacher, who marks both the creative process and the performance.

Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context (30% of the total A leve

This is a two and a half hour written exanpga.

Sections A and B require students to explore one play, from a choice of three set play texts, from the point of view of a
director in both an academic and practical way.

In Section C a period of theatre history is selected. A live performance frerohiosen period must be experienced and
evaluated and a comparison made with the original staging conditions of the play.



ECONOMICS

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8ECO01 (AS) and 9ECO01 (A2)
Entry Requirements: Grade B in GCSE Matosd Grade B in GCSE English Language

As Economics is not usually studied at GCSE, pupils who select Economics as one of their preferred AS courses will be
asked to take a short Aptitude Test in Economics, to help assess their suitability for this. cbhisevill be arranged
after AS option choices have been made in March.

Examination Structure of the AS Course
2 Units are covered and externally assessed from September 2008.

PYAGD M W2 YLISIO2A80 ACHSS &a I2NINSLG aF YR 2 K@ ¢KS@ ClhAfQ
(6ECO01}50% of the AS)
Supported Choice Questions & 1 Data Question (choice-df Bpur 30 mins

PYAG B WalylF3aAy3a GKS 902y2YeQ
(6ECO02f 50% of the AS) 1 Data Question (choieadedf 2n, I
nature (this unit isgnoptic)- 1 hour 30 mins

Examination Structure of the A2 Course
2 Units are covered externally and assessed from September 2009.

P'YAG o W.dzaAySaa 902y2YA0a FyR 902y2YAO0 9FFAOASYyOeQ
(6ECO03}J40% of the A2)
Supported choice questions and one data response (choice of-tivbpur 30 mins

'YyAG n WeKS Df2olf 902y2YeQ
(6EC04}60% of the A2)
One essay question (two parts) from a choice of three and one data response question (choice of two) This unit
is synopic - 2 hours

What is Economics?

Every society has to make decisions about how to use its limited resources. The study of Economics begins by attempting
to analyse how these decisions and individuals firms and governments make choices. Economicewédts imsights

into the way we live. By studying Economics, you should improve your understanding of matters that profoundly affect
us all.

How does Economics differ from Business Studies?

Business Studies can be viewed in part as the practical appiicat Economics to the business environment of the real
world. In Business Studies, government and consumer behaviour are analysed in terms of their effects on business. For
example, the Economist wil./l be tr yeadntgchanges imathesleved of interese q u
rates?” For the business analyst, the important i ssue i
In Economics, the emphasis is rather wider; it involves the implications for society. InBusmess Studies is much

wider than the practical application of Economics; it also involves consideration of aspects of law, accountancy and
psychology, which are not covered in the Economics course.



What level of mathematical ability and written Erlggh are required?

You will be expected to use and interpret graphs, tables, bar charts, pie charts etc. In some topic areas numerical
calculations such as percentage changes are also required. However, you will not be required to undertake exceptionally
difficult calculations. You will also be required to combine your ability to interpret data, with an ability to write
coherently and analytically.

What can Economics be combined with?

Although Economics has links with Geography, Politics, History and Matius, it can be successfully combined with
any other subject area. It will particularly appeal to those with a keen interest in current affairs.

Upper Sixth
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 9EC01

How does Economics A2 differ from Economics AS?

The emphasis is placed upon building the skills developed at AS level. The focus is upon understanding the material
previously covered, whilst developing the ability of the student to analyse and evaluate the connections between the
different elements of he subject. This satisfies the synoptic focus of the A2 specifications.

Examination Structure: (A2} units are covered and externally assessed from September 2009

''YAG oY W.dzaAySaa 902y2YAOa I yI40% of A2)

(6ECO03) (1 hour 30 mins
Supported Choiceugstions and one data response (choice of two)

PYAG nY WeKS Df2olf 902y2Y@0Q (60% of A

(6EC04) (2 hours)
One essay question (two parts) from a choice of three and one data
response question (choice of two)

(This unit is synoptic)



ENGLISH

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: OCR HO71
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in both GCSE English Language and English Literature

Since September 2008 the English Department has been teaching the new OCR specifiéS8itaval. Thiequires
the coverage of two modules:

Poetry and Prose 18041945 and Literature posi1900
The exact texts to be taught will vary between individual sets but one poet and one ndvefistthe period will
definitely be covered.

Poetry and prose 1800945 will be examined and the pupils will need to show that they can analyse the effects of
language, imagery and verse form structure as well as demonstrate understanding of the contexts in which the literature
was written and received. They must also be dblexplore how themes and issues are presented.

Literature post1900will be assessed through the completion of a 3,000 waodrsework folder comprisinggvo essays.

This will nvolve the study of threg¢exts, one of which will have been published aft&90, chosen from any genre. Pupils

will need to learn how texts illuminate and connect with each other as well as with their cultural and historical contexts,
with an introduction also to aspects of critical theory.

Pupils whocontinue at A2 levebo onto cover two further modules, one entitleBrama and Poetry prd800and the

other Texts in Time The first of these modules will require the study of one Shakespeare play and one work of another
major dramatist as well as the work of a poet. Texts in Tiilerequire the study of three further works, which will
include one poetry and one prose text. These texts will focus on a specific type of writing, for example satire, travel
writing, the gothic, feminist writing, tragedy/comedy or American fiction/rfation. This module will be assessed by the
completion of a 3,000 word coursework folder.

Pupils who opt for English Literature at advanced level should be keen readers and enjoy the challenge of writing
detailed critical essays. The course willainratd vance the pupil s’ Il iteracy and | it
will be expected to read widely beyond the prescribed texts themselves. They will also have the opportunity to join in
with events organised by the English Society such as retipdatre trips into the West End, lectures with bothhiouse

and invitedspeakers, creative writing for the school magadimeressionss well as many other possibilities.



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: OCR HO71

Ouitline of the Course

As at AS level, there are two modules at A2 on the OCR syllabus, faraelg and PoetryUnit F663) and exts in Time

(Unit F664). Pupils are taught by two teachers, as at AS level, and will continue to experience a range of approaches to
the subject, theeby effectively developing their individual responses to texts. Pupils will write one major essay per week,
with their teachers alternating on who sets work for a particular week. Pupils will also need to be prepared to read
widely. This will include nobnly their set texts but secondary criticism and other primary literary works, as well as
undertake investigation of aspects of critical theory which must then be applied to their reading of texts. The final choice
of texts to be taught next year has yei be decided, but foDrama and Poetrt is certain that a major Shakespeare

play will be studied, witht K S 2 A y (ib®ihgkiie most likedy texts selected. It is also expected that Christopher
Mar | olveFausstumnd Geof fr ¢ KS Ch &adNRBwIDSJAUght, but this again depends upon final
confirmation. This module iassessed by a two hour closed text examination.

The second modulélexts in Timeis a topic based paper in which at least three works are studied ahead of completion
of a 3,000 word coursework essay. Which topics are taught will depend upon the particular set a pupil is in but areas
likely to be covered may include: satire; travel writing; gothic writing; feminist perspectives; narrative method; a
historical period or mogment (e.g. Victorian/Romantic writing perspectives on America; men and women, love and
marriage; nature and the environment; tragedy/comedy; writing from otherurels; post World War Two literature.

Aims of the course and opportunities beyond the clagem

Pupils who opt for English Literature at advanced level should be keen readers and enjoy the challenge of writing
detailed critical essays. The course wil/l aim to advanc
will be expeted to read widely beyond the prescribed texts themselves. They will also have the opportunity to join in
with events organised by the English Society such as regular theatre trips into the West End, lectures witthbose in

and invited speakers, creae writing for the school magazinmpressionss well as many other possibilities.

Career Opportunities

Pupils who wish to study English Literature at university must have an A level in the subject. Universities will not usually
consider anyone scoring@ds than a B grade, and an A grade is the usual expectation. It can be inferred from this that
English is a highly popular, competitive subject in which to win a university place, be it in single or combined honours.
This is perhaps not surprising givemth Engl i sh Literature is by far and awa)

Even i f English Literature is not the pupil’s chanyce of
field because of its breadth and sews academic weight. It helps pupils to cope well with large amounts of text,
sharpens critical skills which are useful in all areas, and hones the ability to write concisely and presciently. Thase who d
go on to study the subject at degree level findtttize subject equips them for a vast range of career options.



FRENCH

Syllabus Followed: AQA
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GC$ench

It is always an advantage to have an A level in a Modern Foreign Language as language graduates are in great demand
and sought after by employers. However, the jump from GCSE to AFearedhis much larger than you would expeas

the range of registerssyntax and grammar is greater than at GCSE level. As well as enjoying the subject, ideally you
should be aiming to achiexan A or A* in your GCSE in order to cope with the demands of the AS course.

French is one of the major languages used for comnatioioc across our planet. Almost 119 million men and women
throughout the world have French as their mother tongue or are fluent in it; a further 63 million are partly French
speakers and 85 million young people and adults are learning French: thattéd aftabout 270 million individuals who

use the French |l anguage. It is one of UNO' s working |
Ol ympics committee, the postal servi ces’' agenlinyhe fields of er s a
aeronautics, rail transport, food, luxury and fashion industries, it combines with high levels of expertise, technology and
modernity. Its impact can be measured by its status on the international scene and the extent to whiaset i
decisionmaking and creative environments. Although less widely spoken than Chinese or Hindu, alongside English, it is
the only language present on all our continents. Furthermore, the demographic growth of Southern hemisphere
countries leads ut anticipate a new increase in the overall number of Freggbakers.

StudyingFrenchto AS and A2 level entails developing gdatinost fluent)spdken French and also involves enhancing
your grasp ofwritten techniques, grammar and vocabulary. The lzmge is studied via important cultural, social,
political and economic topics of contemporary interest. This can lead to an introductiBretech and/or Francophone
literature at A2. Authentic material (newspapers, magazines, boaldjo and video recoidgs) iswidely used for
lessons.

You will also need to keep abreast with current affairs and are expected to read around the subject in addition to the set
prep time of five hours per week minimum as well as attendiveglanguage laboratory and weeklyab lessons with the
assistant.

Frenchis offered to those who wish to study the language at a higher level at many British universities, often in
combination with another language or a different subject, perhaps with a commercial emphesishis a ugful asset

in a vast range of careers and professions which are becoming more interHatiiven the free movement of whkers

within the EU Sixth Formlinguistsare expected to spend some time Kranceduring their courseand trips will be
arranged.

StudyingFrenchto A2 level focuses particularly on honing the productive skills of spoken and wisitegrth This entails

the extension of writhg techniques (includinganslation intoFrench and Engli3tand vocabularmpuilding. The language
continuesto be studied via further important cultural, political, social and economic topics of contemporary interest.
Topics studied at AS level are also revisited. Grammar is no longer taught as a discrete element, but only revised within
the context of the oralwork, translation skills and essays.



Lower Sixth

Key features of the AS course:

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting
AS AS topics: Both examined at end of the L6t  AS A2
Unit 1 Listening, Reading and Writing 1 Media(TV, advertising | 2 hour paper: 70% 35%

and the internet)
Listening comprehension

T Popular Culturéfilm, guestions based on 5 minutes of
music and fashion) heard materiafwhere the
candidate has full contraBading
i Health and Holidays | comprehension questions, a
grammar task and one essay

1 Family and based on the AS topics from a
relationships choice of three.
Unit 2 Speaking As above. 15 minute exam with 20 minutes | 30% 15%

preparation time.

Candidates discussFaench
stimulus card based on one of thg
AS topics and take partin a
conversation covering three
further AS topicsone of which is
prepared previously.

Upper Sixth: Syllabus Followed: AQA Thekey features of the AZourse are:
Module Title Content Assessment Weighting A2
Unit 3 Listening, Reading andritihg. A2 general topics: 2hr30 minute paper. 35%
1  Environment Listening comprehension based

on 6 minutes of heard material,

1 Multicultural society reading comprehensioand

translationtasks based on the A2

7  Contemporary social | general topics andne essay on
issues one cultural topic

A2 cultural topics:

1 Novell Q9 G NI y 3
(Camus)

1 Frenchfilm (M.
Kassovitg

Unit 4 Speaking As above 15 minute exanwith 20 minutes | 15%
preparation time.Candidates
presentand debatea point of
view based on &renchstimulus
card from one of the A2 general
topics (5mins) and take part in a
conversation based otwo
cultural A2 topics(10 mins)
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GEOGRAPHY

LowerSixth

Syllabus Followed: AQA
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Geography

Examinations: GEOG2at inJanuary
GEOGHZat in June

If you enjoyed Geography at GCSE you will also probably enjoy it at AS and A2 level. Geography at A level is for those who
want to make sense of the world they live in. It will provide you with an understanding of the environments and issues of
the twenty first century and a raft of skills relevant to survival therein. As a subject, it sits comfortably with Science
subjects, the Arts, Humanities or Languages. It will add breadth to any subject combination. You will need sound literacy
and numeracy skills toomplete the course successfully.

There is a certain familiarity about the topics covered in the AS but there is plenty of extension in terms of content and
approach to ensure the academic challenge is there to be met. The AS consists of two moduesleats will sit

GEOGL1 Physical and Human Geography as a June module and GEOG2 Geographical Skills as either a January or Ju
module.

GEOGL1 studies core geographical concepts along with contrasting themes of contemporary or environmental impact,
managenent and sustainability. Some of the topics are familiar: rivers, coasts and populabiah the extension
required and new topics such as global food supply section ensure the academic challenge is there to be met. The
teaching of the subject is split tveeen two subject teachers enabling the study of at least two aspects of the subject at
any time.

GEOG2 will develop the use and application of a variety of geographical and transferable skills including questions
relating to a specific piece of fieldworRhis is usually carried out in the Yorkshire Dales on a residential trip in early
November.

The method of assessment at AS is through structured data resggpeajuestions. Essay writing does not form a part

of the formal assessmentin ASbutasiiwiildo i n A2; the practice of both skil
commitment to the subject. They will also be expected to read widely, observe and digest relevant, current affairs on a
local and world scale, familiarise themselves witlsibastatistical and graphical methods and analyse data presented to
them in a variety of for ms. Geography students are adyv
magazine.Termly trips will be run to The Royal Geographical Societyety leading speakers discuss contemporary
issues.

Yourteachingat AS level will beplit betweentwo subject teachers. Such an approach enaliiesstudy of at least two
aspects of the subject at amnetime.

There has never been a better or morgortant time to study geography. With growing interest in issues such as climate
change, migration, environmental degradation and social cohesion, geography is one of the most relevant courses you
could choose to study. Geographers are also highly emipley

(Dr Rita Gardner, Director of the Royal Geographical Society)

Geography graduates are highly employable and enter a wide range of careers from management and accountancy, to
information analysts and conservation researchers.



Upper Sixth

Syllebus Followed: AQA

Examinations: GEOG4b January sitting
GEOGS3 June sitting

Geography at A2 Level should be studied by those who want to continue to develop their understanding of the world in
which they live. The subject provides an opporturiiyexplicitly engage with the relationship of human populations to
each other over space and time and their relationship with their physical environment at a variety of scales. It sits as
comfortably with Science subjects as with Arts, Humanities or Lag@guand will add breadth to any subject
combination.

The A2 course develops the subject through the study of different physical systems to those studied at AS and more
intricate, contemporary human ones. There are two papers: Contemporary Geographicab IESEOG3) and
Geographical Issue Evaluation (GEOG4b). As in the AS, GEOG3 has both physical and human sections. The physic
options are related to tectonic processes and weather systems and the hazards associated with them; the human options
involve devéopment studies and the study of globalisation and contemporary conflicts and challenges. GEOG 4 enables
candidates to address an issue with a synoptic element requiring them to interpret a range of data and resources,
research support information, preserdnd analyse data and then relate the whole to the body of geographical
knowledge and understanding developed through AS and A2 studies.

The method of assessment at A2 sees some significant changes from the AS. GEOG3 is assessed in a standard writtel
examhation with structured short and extended questions plus an essay. GEOG4b also has structured short and
extended questions in a 1% hour exam paper. This exam is based onrelgased Advance Information Booklet,
available two months earlier. Assessmeatd A2 wi | | include provide greater ‘.
This includes the use of more opended questions which will require the responses to be structured by the candidate.

The research for and practice of essay writing willbé amp or t an't part of a student’' s
geographers will be expected to read widely, observe and digest relevant current affairs on a world scale, familiarise
themselves with basic statistical and graphical methods and analyse datenpedsin a variety of forms. A2 students
subscribe to Geography Review to facilitate this.

The teaching of the subject at A2 is split between two teachers, enabling the physical and human elements of the subject
to be studied at the same time. Both moduke® likely to be sat as terminal modules in June.

To quote Michael Palin:

GDS23INI LKE Aad 2yS 2F (K2aS NAOKfe& O2YLINBKSyaiag@dS &adzmeSo
we do, what we eat, how we move about and how we shape our futteall directly the province of the geographer.
a2NB (KIy S@GSNI S ySSR G(GKS 3IS23aNILIKSNRaE aijAfft FyR F2NB3
odzaS Al dé

Geography provides graduates for a wide range of careers from managemeretcanuntancy, to information analysis
and conservation research. Geography graduates are highly employable.



GERMAN

Lower Sixth

Specification followed: Edexcel 2660
Minimum Entry Requirement: Grade B in GCSE German

The advanced study of German is of clear practical use in career terms. The Gpealimg countries are close
neighbours, and Germany in particular is one of the most successful and prosperous members of the European Union
and a major trading partner ahe United Kingdom. Whatever your future career path, it is likely that it will be an
advantage to you to if you have studied at least one foreign language to an Advanced Level. Germany continues to play a
key role in the development of the EU so demand German speakers in the field of business, even within the UK, is
likely to increase.

Through the AS/A2 German courses the Department aims to enable you to:

develop your spoken and written skills in German,;

communicate confidently and clearly in the language through the spoken and written word;
improve your understanding of both basic and advanced grammatical concepts;

develop skills and attitudes needed for further study, work and leisure;

develop insighd into, and encourage firdtand contact with, the Germaspeaking countries;
gain intellectual stimulation and enjoyment from your study of German language and culture;

gk wnhE

In the A2 course in the Upper Sixth, AS topics are revisited and new ones addedx&n tests oral skills; the other
assesses their listening and reading and writing where students would be asked to translate into and from the target
language, plus writing on different cultural topics.

We expect that you will arrange to spend some dim a German speaking country in order to put your classroom
|l earning into practice. This can be facilitated througt
work experience placements.

The Department has a large stock of recded audi o and video materi al and c«
programmes produced by the BBC or ITV, as well as authentic German radio and satellite TV, and German cinema films.

The Key features of the AS course are:

Module Exam Topics Assessment
Unit 1 Spoken Expression| Youth culture and concern Candid#es can choose one of the
and Response Lifestyle: Health and fithess general topic areas. Based on a
(8-10 minutes and | The world around us: stimulus card you are required to
preparation time) Travel, tourism, environment and | answer 4 set questions which is
the Germanspeaking world followed by a discussion on other
Education and employment subtopics.

Unit 2 Understanding and | As above. You will answer questions based
Written Response listening material (where you have
in German full control over the recording) and
(2 hours 30 on a selection of written texts and
minutes) write a response (a letter, report o

article) based on a German
language stimulus.




Upper Sixth

Through the AZserman course the Department aims to enable you to:

1 communicate confidently and clearly in the language through the spoken and written word using more
sophisticated vocabulary and grammatical structures;

improve your understanding of advanced grammatical concepts;

develop skills and attitudes needed for further study, work and leisure;

develop deeper knowledge of contact with the Gerrrepreaking countries;

gain intellectual stimulation and enjoyment froyour study of the German language and culture.

=a =8 —a -2

As most of the grammar required for A2 has been covere
manipulation of the German language. The topics covered are-wgidiging and include madrs specific to German
speaking countries as well as major international issues. Students are required to discuss such issues in much greater
depth than at AS, thereby acquiring better cultural and general knowledge.

We expect you to have spent some tinrea Germarspeaking country in order to put your classroom learning into
practice. This can be facilitated through the School
experience placements, if this has not been done in your AS year.

Thekey features of the A2 course are:

Module Exam Topics Assessment
Unit 3 Understanding and Spokel All AS topics and Students will begin outlining
Response Customs, traditions, beliefs and their chosen issue and then
(11-13 minutes) religions defend and justify their opinion
National and international events In the second part the teacher
Literature and the arts will initiate a discussion on a
further 2 or more areas.
Unit 4 Research, Understanding | A2 cultural topics: Students will have to
and Written Response 1 A German Film (Das Leben| demonstrate skills in advanced
(2 hours 30minutes) der Anderen) level German essay writing an
1 A Germarspeaking region translation from English into
Section A: Atranslation | Or st udent s’ ¢ h o | German. For the cultural topic
Section B: A discursive topic list essay you will be expected to
essay-choice from a 1 Geographical area show evidence of independent
number of topics { Historical study reading and research as well a|
Section C: One research f  Aspects of modern society | analyses, interpretation and
based essay (24870 q Literature and the arts evaluation.
words) on one of the (text/play or film)
studied cultural topics




GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

Lower Sixth
Syllabus followed Edexcel
Examinations: AS modules. 2 Examinations: 1 hr 20 mins each

A2 modules. 2 Examinations: 1 hr 30 mins each
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in History

Government and Politics should appeal to anyone who is interested irstituetures of authority and power within

British society and the USA. The course provides students with a clear understanding of the theories, motives and values
that underpin political processes and governmental decisi@king. It also examines the robé key institutions in the

UK and the US exploring how they resolve conflicts and allocate limited resources.

In the course you will learn to analyseh et or i c , to weigh evidence against opi
as citizens are affected by political activity. You will develop a critical awareness of political events and issues and an
empathetic understanding of the main political wigoints.

Through essay writing and documentary analysis you will develop the skills required to argue a case with relevance and
coherence: valuable assets in a wide range of professional managerial and business fields. In short, this course is both an
academic discipline and a preparation for effective participation in society.

The AS course comprises two modules:

1. Unit 1: People and Politics. This unit introduces students to the study of politics by looking at the central ideas of
citizenship, democracgind participation by examining Parties, Pressure Groups and the Electoral System in the
UK.

2. Unit 2: Governing the UK. This unit examines the functioning of the constitution, the role and significance of
Parliament, the power of the executive and the efigehess of the courts in protecting civil liberties.

Method of Assessment: Unit 1 compriges three-part questions. Unit 2 comprises a thrpart stimulus question and
an essay question.

Upper Sixth

The A Level course comprises two modules:

1. Unit 3 Representative Processes in the USA. This module covers the US electoral system, the Political Parties.
Pressure Groups and Racial and Ethnic Politics

2. Unit 4: Governing the USA. This module examines the institutional framework of US government anersonsid
the relationships between its legislative, executive and judicial processes and the state of US federalism.

Exam: 1 hour 30 mins

Method of Assessment: three short answer questions from a choice of five, plus one essay question from a choice of three.
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HISTORY

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: OCR H108
Examinations: ASmodulesat the end of the Lower Sixth

A2 modulesat the endof the Upper Sixth.
Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE History

Pupils who choose History as one of their A Levels normally do so because they enjoy the subject and have a natural
curiosity about the past. The study of history is both interesting and intellectually rigorous. It develops the skills of
research, assimiteon, comprehension and the analysis of a wide range of material, formulation of a reasoned
interpretation and the development of an ability to communicate clear and coherent judgement. Consequently
historians are to be found in a wide range of professibesause of the general intellectual training the subject offers.

The AS/A Level course is modular, comprising two exams for the AS Level and one exam and a coursework module for
the A Level.

AS

The AS course offers a Modern European component an&raglish History component leading to two examination
papers.

The European Module is:
Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 198%3: This option isoncerned with the establishment and experience of
Nazi and Communistictatorship in 19339 and 194545 respectively, and the imposition and experience of Democracy
in West Germany after the Second World War. dmsider the nature of, and reasons for change, divergence and
continuity inpolitical, economic and social structures in Germany during the period
This is a Document based study leading to a 1 hour 30 min exam.
The English Module will either be:
® England under Elizabeth |, 1588603 examining the political dynamics of the Elizabethan monarchy,
including the role of the Privy Council and Parliamélarriage and Succession, the threat of Mary Queen
of Scots and Foreign Policy.
Or
(i) Foreign and Imperial Policies 18561914 an investigation into Britain and the policy of imperialism,
especially in Africa and the Balkans. Keydsstonsidered are the principles governing foreign and imperial
policies in the Balkans and Africa, the popularization of imperialism, the changing British attitude to

European countries after 1902 and reasons why we went to war in 1914.

Both English congnents papers lead to a 1 hour 30 min exam comprisim@essays from a choice of three.



Upper Sixth

A2
The A2 course comprises two modular exams: em&uropean and onen EnglishHistory
® The European Module is:

The Russian Revolutions 189424, focusing on the reasons for the revolution and the outcome of the
establishment of a Communist government. Key issues considered include why there was a revolution in
1905 and why the Tsar survived, the reasons for the 1917 revolutions and the sattes®8olsheviks, the
consolidation of Bolshevik power and the extent to which Lenin was a dictator who took and help power by
force.

This leads to two 2000 word Extended Essays (Coursework)

(i) The English module: is a thematic study covering 100 yednistofy and will be either:

(a) Rebellion and Disorder in England 14851603 examining the nature and extent of rebellion and
disorder in England and Ireland in this period. Key issues considered include the main causes of
rebellion and disorder, the frequeey and nature of disturbances, the impact of the disturbances on
Tudor governments and the maintenance of political stability
Or

(b) Civil Rights in the USA 18d®92 focusing on the struggle of citizens in thetd$gain equality before
the law without regard to ethnic origin, gender or wealth. Candidates will study the main
developments and turning points relevant to the theme such as the role of African Americans in gaining

civil rights, the changing statusodN i ve Ameri cans and the various ¢

Both papers lead to a 2 hour exam comprising two essays from a choice of three



INFORMATIORECHNOLOGY

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: AQA-2521
Entry Requirements: Those who havstudied GCSE ICT should have a grade B or above.

Students who have not studied GCSEd@Eidered individually

The world is increasingly dominated by the use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and, not
surprisingly, it is importanthat you have more than just a casual appreciation of how to use the tools available to you.

You will almost certainly need to use ICT extensively at both university and in your working life and your reliance on ICT is
likely to increase as the years go. IDo not assume that a good understanding of web browsindinenchatting, social
networkingand iTunestogether with a rudimentary understanding of word processia@ll you need for the

requirements of the world beyond school.

There ino courseworkin the AS examination and the coursework at A2 level involves a real business problem for which
you will be required to produce a solution.

Unit 1: Practical Problem Solving in a Digital Worl0% of AS, 25% of A Level)
As well as thetady of applications software the following areas are taught:
Health and safety

Systems analysis and design

Systems implementation and evaluation

Input, output and storage

Selection and use of appropriate software

= =4 —a -8 9

Examination- 1 hour 30 minutes examinatn involving short answers and structured questions. Practical work that you
have undertaken during the unit can be taken into the examination with you for reference. This examination is taken in
Januaryof Lower Sixth Form.

Unit 2: Living in the DigitaWorld - (50% of AS, 25% of A Level)

ICT system components

People and ICT systems

Data transfer methods

Safety and security of data

Backup and disaster recovery

What ICT can provide

The consequences of the use of ICT

= =4 -8 —a 8 _a 9

Examination- 1 hour 30 minutes examation involving short answers and structured questions. This examination is
taken in June of Lower Sixth Form.
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A2 (A Level) Examination Structure

Unit 3: The Use of ICT in the Digital Worlg0% of A Level)
The following areas will be covered:

Future developments in ICT

Managing ICT

ICT strategy

ICT policies

Legislation relating to ICT

Techniques and tools for systems development
Introducing large ICT systems into organizations
Training and supporting users

Outsourcing of ICT services

=4 =4 -8 _8_a_-9a_9a_2._-212

Examinatbn —2 hour examination involving structured questions and extended answers and based oisaya@ case
study. This examination is taken in January of Upper Sixth Form.

Unit 4: A2 Coursework(20% of A Level)

This unit will require the pupil to desican ICT solution to a relile problem and will involve liaison with a real ender.

This can either be arranged by the pupil or through the ICT Department. Past projects have included a booking system for
a company supplying impersonators for corporatespitality events, a system for a company with the distribution rights

for a number of bands in the UK and the database for th
the pupil with guidance from the department.



LATIN

LowerSixth

Syllabus Followed:

Entry Requirements:

Aims of the Course

Areas of Study

OCR-HO039

Grade B at Latin GCSE

1 To build on the knowledge, understanding and skills required for
Latin GCSE.
i To develop an understanding of elements of classical civilisation,

literature and language which have had a profound effect on
modern societies.

1 To develop a level of competence in the Latin language and a
sensitive and analytical approach to language generally.
i To read, understand and make an informed personal response to

literature in the original language.

Aside from study of the Latin language, these will depend to a large extent on the literature specified each year by the
examination boardIn general, the first year (AS) will cover topics raised by a prose author (e.g. Cicero) and a verse
author (e.g. Ovid), while the second year (for those studying A2) will be spent on study of Latin epic (Virgil) and an

historical author (e.g. Tacitus).

Assessment

Assessment at both AS and A2 levels is entirely by written examination. Details of the two AS examinations are as

follows:
Unit 1

Unit 2

Latin Language (50% of AS), which tests translation of unseen Latin prose.
There is a preeleased defined vocaltary list for this paper.

Latin Verse & Prose Literature (50% of AS), which requires the candidates to
answer subquestions (including a short essay) on a Latin passage from each
of the specified authors.

Assessment at A2 level is based upomtinlverse paper (50%) and a Latin prose paper (50%).



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: OCR H439

Aims of the Course

1 To build on the knowledge, understanding and skills required for
ASlevel Latin.
i To develop an understanding of elements of classibalisation,

literature and language which have had a profound effect on
modern societies.

i To develop a high level of competence in the Latin language and a
sensitive and analytical approach to language generally.

1 To develop an awareness of the influenaf the Latin language on
the languages of today and of its distinctive modes of expression.

1 To read, understand and make an informed personal response to

literature in the original language.

Areas of Study

Aside from further study of the Latin languagbkese will depend to a large extent on the literature specified each year

by the examination board. Currently, having studied an historical author (Cicero) and a verse author (Ovid) for the AS
examinations, the focus for the A2 literature units (L3 ahavdll be a choice of a study of Latin epic (Virgil, Aeneid, with

the rest being read in translation), or love poetry (Catullus), and the prose authors will be a choice of either Tagitus 14 o
Livy 23.A further change at A2 is the fact that there are pileed authors for the Unprepared Translation section of the
examination ; for verse it will be Ovid (elegiacs) and for prose, Caesar. This encourages general reading of these authors
to become accustomed to their style and subject matter in preparationhferpassages chosen in the examination.

Assessment

As with the AS course, assessment at A2 | evel i s entire
AS units will account for 50% of the findlefel grade. Details of the two A2 examinations are as follows:

L3- Literature: verse (25% of A level)
Section A tests comprehension and appreciation of the prescribed texts.
Section B involves an unseen translation (Ovid) and comprehension.

L4- Literature: prose (25% of A level)
Section A tests comprehension and appreciation of the prescribed texts.
Section B involves an unseen translation (Caesar) and comprehension.

Other Information

Like all arts subjects, Latin is not a vocational subject, liheraa discipline which uses the language and subject matter

to develop a range of personal skills which are useful for other A2 courses and greatly valued by higher education
institutions, which recognise the breadth and academic rigour of the subjeet.RUssell Group of universities regard
Latin as a ‘facilitator subject (ie one which wildl ma
have a weldeveloped linguistic ability and understanding through analysis of a logicglidge and its influence on

modern languages; he or she will also have a developed imagination andavidimg experience of many issues raised

by the literature and culture of Rome as well as an ability to formulate a considered response to them.



MATHEMATICS

Lower Sixth

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8371 (Mathematics)
Edexcel 8372 (Further Mathematics)

Entry Requirements:  Grade A in GCSE Mathematics at Higher Tier

Introduction

Mathematics is the tool of the Engineer, Physicist and Chemist it is true but it is far more accessible than most think and
is most often a subject that might be studied for intrinsic interest. It may therefore be your main subject, it may support
your other A Level subjects, or it may provide a contrast to, say, English or Modern Languages. There is a considerable
amount of algebra in all branches of the subject, so you will need to be quick and confident in algebraic techniques. You
will also need to belae to grasp new and unfamiliar concepts quickly, and to be analytical, thorough, organised and self
motivated. If you think you have these qualities and have a flair for and interest in the subject, then it is very likely you
will enjoy the course and bsuccessful in it.

Entrance Qualifications

The jump from GCSE to A Level Mathematics is much larger than you would expect. Even if you are mastering GCSE leve
and you enjoy Mathematics, it does not necessarily mean that you will cope at AS level arcbss$ul at it. You must

gain an A* or A at GCSE. The Director of Studies, in consultation with the Head of Mathematics, will consider those who
do not achieve this standard on an individual basis.

Course Details
There are currently 18 units availabletire Modular Syllabus: 7 in Pure Mathematics, 5 in Mechanics, 4 in Statistics and
two in Decision Mathematics. Later units in each branch assume knowledge of preceding ones. An A level requires passes
in six units; an AS level requires passes in three .ug#sh unit is examined by a 90 minute written paper.
The teaching time is divided equally between two teachers. The main topics are:

1 Pure:Algebra, Calculus, @wdinate Geometry, and Trigonometry.

1 MechanicsNewton s Laws of Moti on, Projectiles, Work, Energ

In the Lower Sixth two Core Mathematics uritsl and C2nd one Mechanics un{iM1) are taught.

A level Further Mathematics an additional three periods per week

This is astimulating and challenging course that involves the study of a second A level over the course of 2 years. Two AS
levels are studied in the Lower Sixth, covering Core Mathematics modules 1 and 2 and Mechanics module 1 in AS
Mathematics and the first FurthePure module alog with two Statisticsmodules to make up an AS in Further
Mathematics. Two more Core Mathematics and Further Pure modules are studied in the Sigfieralong with two

further Mechanicamodules so as to complete two A levels, in Matherwsatind Further Mathematics, by the end of the
course.

For those with English as an Additional Language, another course may be followed with more emphasis on the Core
Mathematics in the Lower Sixth and the applied branches introduced. These areas amthpleted in greater depth

in the Upper Sixth so as to complete 2 A levels with the same modules taken as in the other set. This course is taught
over 2 option blocks and may be chosen for you rather than opted in to.

Further Mathematicshould only baakenby the ablest mathematicians and should only be considered if you achieve A*

at GCSE. The aims of the course are to extend your ability to develop and test mathematical theories, to develop an
enquiring approach to mathematical problems and to gaateaper understanding of the theory lying behind AS/A level
mathematics. In addition to studying the AS/A level topics in greater depth, additional topics such as Complex Numbers,
First and Second Order Differential Equations, Polar Coordinates, Hypériotitons, Motion in a Circle, Statics of Rigid
Bodies, Elastic Strings and Springs and Hypothesis Testing in Statistics are covered. The Department has an excellen
record of achieving top grades in Further Mathematics and you will put yourself in magsprosition as a University
candidate.

Because of the demands of the course and the demand for the course from students, consistently high results will be
expected throughout the year and especially in January modules if one is to remain on the course.



Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 9371 (Mathematics)
Edexcel 9372 (Further Mathematics)

Introduction

The AS course laid the foundations that are used and developed further in the A2 course; the AS course equipped you
with basic techniques thadre used in A2. The A2 course will allow you to Fylfiur potential, discover the power and
excitement of the subject and challenge you to deepen your understanding of the concepts of the subject. However, it is
important that you are good at the subjeand enjoy puzzling over solutions to problems. You will find the course
stimulating and it will prepare you for a wide range of Higher Education courses including finance, computing, electronics
and engineering.

Course Details
You will study units Core dthematics 3, Core Mathematics 4 and Statistics 1.

Later modules in each branch assume knowledge of preceding ones.
The teaching time is divided between two teachers. The main topics are:

Pure:
Algebra, Series, Further Differentiation and Integration-o@tinate Geometry, Vectors.

Statistics:
Representation and Summary Data, Probability, Correlation and Regression, Discrete Random
Variables, The Normal Distribution.

A2 Further Mathematics at end of the Upper Sixth

Pupils who are currently members ofishset will sit six additional modules. This will enable you to complete A levels in
both Mathematics and Further Mathematics.

In order to complete your A level in Mathematics you will study for modules in Core Mathematics (3 and 4). In order to
complete yur Further Mathematics A level you will study modules in Further Pure Mathematics (2 and 3). You will also
study two applied moduleimechanics, M2 and M3f you were a member of the English as an Additional Language
Further Mathematics set last yeaoy will complete module S2 instead of @verall, these modules are significantly
more difficult than the units studied last year and ywou will be expected to achieve A grade standard in each of the
units you sit at the end of the Lower Sixiifi you wi$ to continue with the Further Mathematics course in the Upper
Sixth.

If you completed the AS modules in Mathematics and Further Mathematics in the Lower Sixth and do not meet the
requirements for continuing the course or do not wish to continue to tiwth A levels, it is possible to carry on and
complete the A level in Mathematics by joining a different Mathematics set in the Upper Bmshwill be supplemented

by the AS achieved in Further Mathematics of the Lower Sixth year.



MUSIC

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8MUO1

Entry Requirements;: GradeBinGSE Music plus Grade 5 performance stan
exam)in at least one instrument. If you have not studied GCSE Music but are interested in the
possibility of taking AS level Music, you should seek the advice of the Director of Music.

Pupils opt to study AS level Music for a variety of reasons. Some puesian interest and a contrast to their other
subjects, while for others it is a prelude to the study of Music at university or other Higher Education institution, such as
one of the London schools/colleges of music. Whatever your reason for takingeA®llesic, the course offered at Mill

Hill develops a wide range of musical disciplirieis. worth noting that because of the wide range of skills it requires, A
level Music is considered highly demanding, and is therefore approved of by even the mmsidieg universities.

Course Structure
The AS course in divided into three units:
i Unit 1: Performing- 30% of AS (15% of A LeyeQursework)
i Unit 2: Developing Musical Ideas30% of AS (15% of A Level)
(compositioncoursework)
i Unit 3: Listening and biderstanding- 40% of AS (20% of A Level)
(onewritten examination consisting of listening and analysis of Set WWorks

The course developghe fundamental skills required of a young musician. There is a good balance between practical and
theoretical musicand the course embraces the diversity of style and genre evident in contemporary music, including
music for film and television, sacred choral music, minimalism, pop, jazz, etc.

TheA2 coursgUpper Sixth) is structured on similar lines, with the oppaity to examine topics in greater depth. The
course units are as follows:
1  Unit 4: Performance- 15% of A Level (a 15 minutecital prepared as coursewojk
I  Unit 5:Composing 15% d A Level (a portfolio of compositions and/or technical
compositionexercisey
1  Unit 6: Analysing Musie 20% of A Levdfurther analysis of Set Works in exam
conditions)

SET WORKSThe Set Works which form a major focus of the AS and A2 courses are very diverse in nature. There are
works from the major periods of Western Classical Music, including works by Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy
and Stravinsky. But the SetWorksa o i ncl ude c¢l assic works of Jazz and Po
The Life’ by The Beatl es. There are important works fro
including Gamelan, Indian Raga, and Caribbean &alyifne Set Works are studied both in terms of the technical musical
detail, and in terms of the functional and aesthetic purposes for which they were written. The course explores the ways

in which they can be understood as representing aspects of thalsad historical contexts from which they came, and

so there are important connections between the study of music and that of English Literature, History, Geography and
Politics.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 8PEO1

Entry Requirements:  Grade BB in GCSE Core and Additional Science, or a B grade in GCSE Biology, or Grade B in the
GCSE PE Theory Paper.

Course Content

This course comprises of two units. To be successful in both you will need to have good practiealdskilso be able to

cope with the demands of the theoretical aspects of the course. Interest, determination and a good level of physical
ability are essential.

Unit 1: Participation and Performance in Sport and Recreation
(6PEO1} Assessmently2 hour written examination (2 sections) (50% of AS)

Topics covered:

Healthy and Active Lifestyles
Development of active leisure and recreation, healthy lifestyles, effects of exercise: responses and adaptations
of body systems, fitness and trainingdifitness assessment.

Opportunities and Pathways
Sporting pyramids, traditional pathways, development of competitive sport, world class programme, talent
identification, constraints on performance, target groups and reform, long term athlete development

Unit 2: The Critical Sports Performer
(6PEO02} AssessmentSplit into two sections, assessed extern&@% of AS)

1 Personal performance and performance analysis
This covers the participation in, and personal analysis of the roles of plageerland/or official. Assesses
practically and through evidence of participation and analysis tasks submitted usingatfaio.

2 Local Study and National Study
Requires independent research into the provision (access, opportunity fundisgurces) for a sport in one of
the above roles. Each study is assessed through a 1,000 word assignment.

The A2 course develops all of the above aspects and focuses on the issues surrounding the elite performer, including
more indepth analysis of perfmnance, physiology, psychology, contemporary influences in sport including aspects such
as Olympic Games and Drugs in Sport.

A number of pupils who have studied A level Sport and Physical Education have gone on to take university degrees in
Sport Sciencesport Management, Sport Education, Sports Coaching and Physiotherapy.
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Upper Sixth

Syllabus Followed: Edexcel 9PEO1

The A2 modules of learning provide pupils with the opportunity to develop and extend their knowledge, skills and
understanding gained at AS. Enabling pupils to identify factors that lead to the optimisation of their own or others'
performance.

Unit 3: Preparation for Optimum Sports Performance

The aim of this unit is to progress from looking at the general principles behind the developments of efficient, effective
and quality performance in selected activities learnt at AS, to applying them more spligifo ensure the highest
quality performance possible.

The unit is split into 3 sections covering physiological, psychological and technical preparation in the short term and long
term and how we manage elite performance. The pupils will learn in metaildhe ways that physical, biomechanical
(not covered in AS) and psychological priorities relate to and impact on each other.

(25% total ALevel marks Exam: 2 hours)

Unit 4: The Developing Sports Performer

The aim of this unit is to use their knowleglfrom unit 2 of AS where students have laid the foundation to specialise in
one practical performance role and improve performance by undertaking 3 further tasks. Students will construct a
development plan to further progress their performance which regsithem to plan, research, record, perform, review

and evaluate their performance. They will also complete an International Study researching one of the roles in an
international context by looking at grass roots participation and elite performance. imbketésk is a life plan which
requires students to research the opportunities for participation at different 'age stages' and how they will seek both
continued and alternative sporting participation in a variety of roles.

(25% total ALevel marks assessd by submission of a Portfolio of Evidence)



PHYSICS

Lower Sixth
Syllabus Followed: AQA- 2450

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Physics, or BB in Core Sciengdditidnal Sciencelf taking Additional
Science, your mark in tHehysics componentnust also be of at least B grade standard. In
addition, a minimum B grade in GCSE Mathematics is expected.

Physics is best studied by those who, enjoy batperimenting investigating, understanding, and predicting events in

the material world- andtheorising- precise logical reasoning and problesolving of an abstract kind, similar to that met

in mathematics. The demand for physicists and engineers exceeds supply, so a qualification in physics is valued by
universities and employers.

AS Course Detis

The 2 AS theory units provide alternative starting points for the AS course. Unit 1 invites students to start AS physics by
venturing into the field of Particle Physics and providing a new interest and dimension to their knowledge of the subject.
Unit 2 allows a progression from GCSE to develop topics already familiar to students with the mechanics and waves.

Unit 3 looks at investigative and practical skills. During the course of the year students will carry out experimental
investigations, testingstd ent * s abi l ities to work methodically wusing
and skill and be set internal assessments based upon their results. These are carried out during class time under
supervision and are then externally assessed.

The style of teaching remains similar to that for GCSE. Topics are always demonstrated where possible, and
experimenting by pupils is regular. We update our equipment regularly.-BDgtsing, CEROMSs, applets, and videos, all
have a valued place in lessons

A2 Course Details

At A2, the two A2 theory units present a generally cortiese approach to GCE level physics, as at AS level, leaving the
teachers to select the contexts and applications which bring the subject alive. Unit 4 develops further tHedgew
understanding and applications of mechanics and fields and unit 5 covers nuclear and thermal physics. There is also then
a choice of optional topics in unit 5 which are astrophysics, medical physics, applied physics and turning points in physics
which looks at modern day discoveries and expands the theory of wave particle duality and relativity.

The practical assessment at A2 is based upon AS but will be more complex and students will use a wider variety of
laboratory equipment.

In most years sompupils apply to Oxford or Cambridge for physics or a physiesed subject; special extra lessons are
provided informally to prepare for the tests and interviews.



Upper Sixth
Syllabus Followed: AQA- 2450

As in the AS course, the A2 course consita/o units and a practical assessment.

A2 course details
Unit 4: Fields and Further Mechanics

The work on Fields includes electric fields, gravitational fields, magnetic fields, and
electromagnetic induction. The Further Mechanics includes momentuoylar motion,
and simple harmonic motion.

Unit 5: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and Option Topics

This comprises two sections. Section A looks at probing the nucleus, radioactivity, nuclear
instability, and nuclear energy. Also in section A is MlaéPhysics which looks at the

thermal properties of materials, ideal gases, and the kinetic theory of gases. Section B has
four option topics to choose from. They are:

Astrophysics:

Lenses and optical and namptical telescopes, classification of staaed cosmology.
Medical Physics:

Physics of the eye and ear, biological measurement, imaging byseitnad, nuclear
magnetic resonance, andrays.

Applied Physics:

This is morenathematical including rotational dynamics, thermodynamics, and heat
engines.

Turning Points in Physics:

This is mordhistorical including the discovery of the electron, waparticle duality, and
special relativity.

Unit 6: Investigative and Practical Skills

The practical assessment at A2 is similarliat naturally more complex thanthe AS
practical assessment. For example, students will use a wider variety of laboratory
equipment.

The intellectual demands of the A2 course are greater than those fdB@Be of the concepts will be a greater strain on
your imagination. Mathematically you will need to become confident with the use of natural logarithms and
exponentials. By the end of the course you will really begin to see the extent to which the humémasiranaged to
reduce the complexity of the physical world to a small number of beautifully simple ideas.



SPANISH

Syllabus Followed: AQA- 2695

Entry Requirements:  Grade B in GCSE Spanish

It is always an advantage to have an A level in a Moffemeign Language as language graduates are in great demand
and sought after by employers. However, the jump from GCSE to A level Spanish is much larger than you would expect
as the range of registers, syntax and grammar is greater than at GCSE levell @seamjoying the subject, ideally you
should be aiming to achievan A or A* in your GCSE in order to cope with the demands of the AS course.

Over six million Britons visit Spadmery year, therefor®d r i t ai n’ s | i nk wi t h aBopt860milions si g
spealers in the 21 countries wher8panish is the official language, including nufdtatin America This makes Spanish

the most widely spoken world language after Mandarin Chinese. Indeed, one third of the population of the USA now
spmaks Spani sh. Spanish is also one of the five officieae
important trading partner. British executives and managers neetak and understand Spanish in ordermeet the
challenges of this markend the enomous potential in Latin Americand they need to be informed about the culture

of this vast and varied area in which, very often, English is not spoken.

Studying Spanish to AS and A2 level entails developing (@mdst fluent)spcken Spaish and also involves enhancing
your grasp ofwritten techniques, grammar and vocabulary. The language is studied via important cultural, social,
political and economic topics of contemporary interest. This can lead to an introduction to Spanish andfor Lat
American literature at A2. Authentic material (newspapers, magazines, bao#t®y and video recordings)vugdely used

for lessons.

You will also need to keep abreast with current affairs and are expected to read around the subject in additiogdb the
prep time of five hours per week minimum as well as attendirgglanguage laboratory and weekly oral lessons with the
assistant.

Spanish is offered to those who wish to study the language at a higher level at many British universities, often in
combiation with another language or a different subject, perhaps with a commercial emphasis. Spanish is a useful asset
in a vast range of careers and professions which are becoming more interfatioven the free movement of wkers

within the EU

Sixth Fom Hispanists are expected to spend some time in Spain during their candseips will be arranged.

Studying Spanish to A2 level focuses particularly on honing the productive skills of spoken and written Spanish. This
entails the extension of writig techniques (includingranslation into Spanisknd Englishand vocabularpuilding. The
language continues to be studied via further important cultural, political, social and economic topics of contemporary
interest. Topics studied at AS level are abdgsited. Grammar is no longer taught as a discrete element, but only revised
within the context of the oralwork, translation skills anéssays.



Lower Sixth

Syllabus Followed:

AQA

Keyfeatures of the AS course:

Entry Requirements:

Grade B in GCSE Spanish

Module Title Content Assessment Weighting
AS AS topics: Both examined at end of the L6th  AS A2
Unit 1 Listening, Reading and Writing 1  Media(TV, advertising | 2 hour paper: 70% 35%
and the internet)
Listening comprehension
1 Popular Culturgfilm, guestions based on 5 minutes of
music and fashion) heard materialwhere the
candidate has full contraBading
1 Health and Holidays | comprehension questions, a
grammar task and one essay
1 Family and based on the AS topidoom a
relationships choice of three.
Unit 2 Speaking As above. 15 minute exam with 20 minutes | 30% 15%
preparation time.
Candidates discuss a Spanish
stimulus card based on one of th¢
AS topics and take partin a
conversation covering three
further AS topicsone ofwhich is
prepared previously.
Upper Sixth:
Syllabus Followed: AQA
Thekey features of the A2 course are:
Module Title Content Assessment Weighting A2
Unit 3 Listening, Reading andritihg. A2 generatopics: 2hr30 minute paper. 35%
1  Environment Listening comprehension based
on 6 minutes of heard material,
1  Multicultural society reading comprehasionand
translationtasks based on the A2
f  Contemporary social | general topics andne essay on
issues one cultural topic
A2 cultural topics:
1  Latin American Short
Stories (Garcia
Marquez).
1 Spanish film (Bufiuel)
Unit 4 Speaking As above 15 minute exam with 20 minutes | 15%
preparation time.Candidates
presentand debatea point of
view based on a Spanish stimuly
card from one of the A2 general
topics (5mins) and take partin a
conversation based otwo
cultural A2 topics(10 mins)
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Into the Sixth Fornmh Other Courses

Personal, SociaHealthand Religious Edtation (PSHRE)

The SixthForm PFHRE programme encourages pupils to participate in discussion, to research information, to present
short talks, to contribute to a debate and to become involved in various activities across the school curriculum. A variety
of modules are offered and these arinterspersed with talks, debating, higher education briefing sessions and
information about gap years opportunities. Thewer Sixth units are

Mate and Relate

Sex and relationships, including contraception, where to get advice, the rolesespbnsibilities of parenthood and
their financial implications. This undiso consides the issues associated with changing family circumstances such as
separation.

Wicked Man

Thephysiological effects of drugs, alcohol and tobacco, including addiatidrthe impact this has on family life, friends

and work. Pupils consider the effects of the media and peer pressure when making personal choices about drugs and are
encouraged to understand the laws on all drugs. They also consider the effects of alooti@ body and the risks
involved when driving.

Judgement Day

Presentation skills, researching a topic, forming an opinion, then about consolidating information in support of their
opinion. Pupils learn to develop their public speaking skills and haseopportunity to contribute in a debating
competition.

Get a life!

This unit looks at higher education, training and employment, and the financial implications involved in a future career.
They also discover the opportunities of travelling and workingatr

I'akK QyQ [/ I NNE

A survey of he range of financial services and tools open to pupils. This includes how to manage personal money and
how to deal with student grants and loans, as well as mortgages and pessltemes. Pupils also develop an
understandng of the world economy.

What a Waste

Thefactors which have contributed to changes in the environment and the development of pressure groups. A research
project which could be implemented to resolve a local environmental issue is undertaken.

L { Q &Chpice dzNJ

Thefactors which influenca n i n d imeral dalues Pupisare encouraged to reflect upon their spiritual and moral
beliefs. They consider what is right and good and wheth
appreciate the diversity of religious faiths and how these impact on our sense of individual responsibility.

The Upper Sixth RIRE programme consists of the following units:

Healthy Living

Globalisation

Debating and Public Speaking

Current Affairs andl.ife Skills

Cookery and Food Preparation

Money Matters
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Into the Sixth Form Other Courses

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

For pupils whose first language is not English, additional support is provided, as appropriate, by the&Ahedé

This provides class tuition in the four core areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening in order to aloativen
speakers of English fully to access the curriculum, to prepare them the IELTS examination, to exploit their academic
abilities and to enjoy all of the social and cultural aspects of life at the School.

In the Sixth Form EAL lessons both prepare pupils for the IELTS examination and also provide language support for their
work in their AS courses. Some EAL pupils take thagleer than four, taught AS courses in the Lower Sixth as they find

that their work takes them more time than most native English speakers. However, they usually sit the AS examination in
their own language (if available) when they sit their other AS éxations at the end of the Lower Sixth year, so that

most still gain a minimum of 4 AS examination results.

For a few pupils extra, individual, EAL tuition in addition to class lessons is needed. This is arranged through the EAL
Department, in consultatio with parents and guardians.

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

The EPQ offers Sixth Form pupils the opportunity to study a topic of their chaisgally, but not necessarily, one
relating to their A level study and to produce a finatlissertation and oral presentation on it. It is a freanding
qualification and has the value and UCAS points of half an A level. It is regarded as being of A2 (i.e. Upper Sixth) standard

The EPQ is started towards the end of the Lower Sixth yearsaoohtinued through the Upper Sixth year. Those who
take it do soin addition totheir A level courses; it does not replace an A level. The standard is demanding and it should
only be undertaken by those who are performing at a high level in their Asawdies and whom the School believes will
cope with the additional workload with no detrimental effect to their A level work and who will benefit from the
opportunity this qualification offers.

For much of the course pupils work independently, althougiythave regular meetings with their supervisor, who is a
member of the teaching staff. The final dissertation is 5,000 words in length. It must be completed by the Summer Term
of the Upper Sixth. It is assessed internally and moderated externally (itlee lBxamination board).

Benefits of the EPQ
For those for whom the EPQ is an appropriate additional course, the EPQ offers significant educational benefits:

study in greater depth of an aspect of their A level studies which is of particular intertsro
development of powers of research, analysis and evaluation

experience of independent study which will be an excellent preparation for university
additional material to use in their UCAS application and in university interviews

an additional qualificabn which attracts UCAS points
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No decision needs to be made before the Summer Term of the Lower Sixth about the possibility of embarking on the EPQ
course.



TheCareers Department
Location and Resources

The Careers Department is located within fRiger Library. In addition to providing a comprehensive range of literature
on careers and Gap Year opportues, the Head of Careers and kéam are able to offer advice on these areas, help

with organizing work experience, and have links to a wide earfgexternal agencies. Careers information is organised
into two main areas:

1 Jobrelated and Gap Year information. This includes literature from all of the main professional organisations
many national and international companies, reference materidhtieg to Gap Year opportunities and to
university sponsorship.

2 Higher education literature, CD ROMs and videos, including university prospectuses and videos,
departmental/subject prospectuses, reference books to assist choosing institutions and tsubjECAS
information.

Careers Guidance

Most pupils in the Fifth Form sit a professionally administered academic and careers guidance test; this helps to identify
suitable potential careers areas, which in turn enables informed decisions to be madeinggAfllevel subject choices.

All pupils discuss the test report with their tutor, and are offered a consultation with a professional careers guidance
counselor.

Throughout the year there is a programme of talising both internal and external speakeos areas that the pupils
have expressed an interest.inThe School runs a biennial Careers Conventtos;provides the opportunity taliscuss
potential career opportunities with representatives from many fields. There are numerous opportunities fé&r wor
shadowingduring school holidays

Higher Education
Information and Advice

The Piper Library stocks a comprehensive range of Higher education literature, CD ROMs and videos, including university
prospectuses and videos, departmental/subject prospectuses and reference books to assist choosing institutions and
subjects, UCAS infoation. The Director of Sixth Form offers individual guidance and advice to pupils on matters relating

to higher education and also oversee the UCAS applications process.

Higher Education Guidance Programme

The School runs a comprehensive higher educagioidance programme, which starts in the second term of the Lower
Sixth, when most pupils sit a higher education guidance test; this leads to aefastt which identifies the most
appropriate range of subje@reas and universities for each pupils to sier and to research further. This is followed

up with a full programme of talks in the Spring and Summer terms covering strategies for making subject and university
choices, an overview of the UCAS applications process and detailed information, advioe ¢m complete the UCAS
application form and guidance on university interview preparation, as well as Gap Year opportunities. This programme
uses a combination of both internal and external speakers. Parents and guardians are also involved, and tare able
attend a | ecture given by one of the country’s |l eading
end of year Parents’ Meeti ng.

Pupils are encouraged to attend university Open Days before finalising their UCAS applicationtaéed idelividual

guidance is given on the completion of their UCAS forms, including, in particular, the Personal StatementT&eatéon.

is an extensive programme of support and development for pupils intending to apply for particularly competitive
courses, such as medicine, and for the most competitive universities, including Oxbridge. This programme includes
preparation for the various specialised screening tests, including LNAT, BMAT and UKCAT. It starts in the Lower Sixth and
runs through to the end fathe application and selection process.



The Piper Library

The Piper Library occupies a central and easily accessible position on the Schooal site. It is open throughout the School day
until 5.30 pm and on two evenings per week. It offers a light, ativaand comfortable environment for pupils to come

and work quietly at the purposbuilt study carrels or to relax with a book during break, lunchtime or after school. There
are computers available, giving pndioiedarshtre bcas dadabaseo t he sc

The current book stock numbers about 17,000 and this is constantly developed and updated to meet the changing needs
of the curriculum and pupil s’ recreati onalSchoot and awide nee
range of tastes and abilities. Pupils are actively encouraged to liaise with the Librarian on acquiring new titles and topics
and the library puts together packs of resources to support pupils in their coursework.

Early on in their fst term all new L6 Form boarders are given an induction course to the effective use of the library by
the School Librarian. At this time the pupils are given a Library Guidelines Booklet detailing everything they need to know
about the library and also a"6Form Reading List Book Mark which corresponds to the fiction books on the shelves.
Many L6 pupils will be assigned their PS periods in the library as a quiet place to study.

The Piper Library offers not only books but also DVDs and CDs, for both study and recreational use. A range of journals is
stocked, including The Economist, Economics Affairs, Economic Today, The English Review, New Scientist, Aesthetica
eMagazine, Flipi& and various careers magazines. We are therefore able to offer pupils a large, varied and up to date
range of sources of literature and other information.



Into the Sixth Fornh ExtraCurricular Opportunities

The range of opportunities for pupils mases significantly when you move into the Sixth Form. A wide range of
interests is catered for, which can stretch and challenge you, and enable you to develop yecon§eiénce,
organisation, tearrworking and leadership skills. There is also an a@ix¢h Form Council, at which new ideas from
Sixth Form pupils are discussed and followed up.

Subject Societies and related activities

As a Sixth Former, you have the opportunity to take a leadership role in many of these societies
Economic & PoliticSociety

English Society

Geography Society History Society

Medics Society

Modern Languages Exchange and Work Experience Trips

Science Club
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Academic Extension opportunities
I Hot Topics
1 Lecture Series
1 Engineering Education Project
1 Extended Project Qualifiian

Support for University Application Preparation
I Oxbridge Preparation

Ethics workshops for Medics

Interview Skills workshops

Work shadowing

Careers Evenings

Access to careers advisor
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Leadership and Community Opportunities
1 Community Action
1 GrimsdellProject
1 School Partnerships in Tamil Nadu and Nicaragua
1 CCF

Other ExtraCurricular
1 Wider and more flexible range of activities e.g. golf, riding, shooting etc.

Social Opportunities

1 Facilities- Café 6, Upper Sixth Common Room, possibility of a ceffep
1 More responsibility given for independent study
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Into the Sixth Formi GCSE Grade Entry Requirements

The minimum academic requirement for external candidates for entry to the Sixth Form is two GCSE passes at grade A or
above plus at least three grade B or above. In addition, each subject has its own specific minimum entry

requirements. These are detailed below. However, you should be aiming to achieve A* or A in the GCSE subjects which
relate to your AS courses.

SIS 2L Minimum GCSE grade requirement
Board
Art Edexcel Grade B in Art and Design
Biology AQA Grade B in Biology or BB in Core and Additional Science
Business Studies | OCR Grade C in Mathematics and Grade C in English Language
Chemistry Edexcel Grade Bn Chemistry or BB in Core and Additional Science
Classical Civilisatiof OCR Grade C in English Language or English Literature
Design Technology| OCR Grade B in a Technology discipline
Drama Edexcel Grade A in Drama and at least Grade Bnglish Language or English Literatur
Economics Edexcel Grade B in Mathematics and in English Language
English OCR Grade B in both English Language and English Literature
French Edexcel Grade B in French
Geography Edexcel Grade B irGeography
German Edexcel Grade B in German
Sglivt?égmem & Edexcel Grade B in History
History OCR Grade B in History
ITrggmsr;ogr; AQA Grade B in Information Technology
Latin OCR Grade B in Latin
Mathematics Edexcel Grade A in Mathematics at Higher Tier
Music Edexcel Grade B in Music
Physics AQA Grade B in Physics or BB in Core and Additional Science
Spanish AQA Grade B in Spanish
Sport & PE Edexcel Grade BB in Core and Additional Science, Grad@Bliogy or Grade B in PE

Theory Paper
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