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Mr T Talks
December 2019

As I write I’m pleased to announce that Wham and 
Maria Carey have already made their appearance 
into Burton Bank, and if I’m honest we’re using 
anything to get the pupils through these last few 
days! We’re all very tired and in need of some well-
earned rest after what has been an incredibly busy 
term.

This has been one of my favourite terms in Burton 
Bank and, I put this largely down to the incredible 
sense of community that we have created over 
the course of the term. The many house events 
have certainly allowed for this and I have been 
particularly pleased with how quickly our new 
pupils have settled down and adapted to life in the 
House. 

Our evening last night in Central London, for the 
BB Christmas House Hog, surrounded by the 
Christmas lights on Regent’s Street, was a lovely 
occasion and provided a special opportunity to 
reflect on the successes of the term- many of which 
get a mention in this autumn edition of BB House 
Notes. The Hog also gives me an opportunity to 
recognise individual accomplishments and I was 
very proud to present Alexis Wang (Remove) and 
Luke Rigby (Fourth) with a Housemaster’s prize for 
their own unique contribution to the House. Naman 
Agnani (Lower Sixth) was deservedly nominated 
by the pupils for this term’s Luminary Award. In the 
short time he has been with us, Naman has already 
made a significant contribution to the house, and 
sets a fine example for the rest to follow.

We have many incredible young men and women 
in BB, none more so than Carola Profeta (U6). She 
steps down as Head of House and can be proud of 
all that has achieved in this role, most notably in 
her approach to welcoming the new and younger 
pupils. Eren Ture (U6)  will replace Carola from 
January 2020 and we are very pleased he has 
accepted the role. I would like to give a special 
mention to Bardia Gougani (U6) who has had a 
busy term in leading the boarding community in 
his role as Boarding Monitor, whilst also being an 
active member of the 2nd XV. Bardia has grown 
noticeably in maturity and poise since his arrival as 
a young Remove boy, and there is no doubt he has 
played a significant part in creating the positive 
feeling in the House, as he is so well respected.

Boarding in BB is alive and kicking and, I take great 
satisfaction in watching all your children grow into 
responsible young adults. My own boys, Jake (12) 

and Hudson (8) have 54 big brothers and sisters 
with whom they can play pool, PlayStation, chess, 
monopoly and chat to on a regular basis. They love 
being part of the BB family and I love the fact that 
BB pupils give up their time to be with them. Your 
children are a credit to you and you should be very 
proud.

The many sta�  linked to BB have played their own 
part in creating a family feel to the house. I must 
mention Mr Andrew Rennie (Junior House Parent), 
Miss Packer and Miss Stephens (Resident Graduate 
Assistants), who give selflessly and tirelessly to the 
pupils and the running of the House. They do a 
phenomenal job and I am indebted to them for all 
their e� orts.

I hope you all; parents, sta�  and pupils have a 
wonderful holiday. BB pupils: be nice to your 
families, please help when it is needed and return 
enthused ready to throw yourself, once more, 
into this incredible school, and all the many 
opportunities that it provides. We will have many 
more memories to create.

With best wishes

Mr T.



Page 2

Rooftop Bus Tour
On the 8th September, BB ventured into London 
to become tourists for the day. We boarded our 
rooftop bus and settled in for a day of sightseeing 
in the sun. It was a great opportunity for all the 
pupils, especially those who had not yet done 
much exploring around our beautiful city. We 
passed many iconic landmarks such as the London 
Eye, St Pauls, London Bridge and many more. 
Needless to say, a record amount of photos and 
selfies were taken that day. The trip was a great 
start to the school term and left Burton Bankers 
eager for the next outing.

A Taste of India
On Friday 27th September, all boarders at Mill Hill 
were treated to a trip to India! We didn’t even to 
need to leave the comfort of our own BB TV room! 
Alisha Mahtani and Naman Agnani worked hard all 
week to bring us a fantastic presentation on what 
it means to be Indian. From Taj Mahals to Tikka 
Masala, the pupils learnt all about the culture and 
history of Naman and Alishas home country. The 
presentation was (of course) followed by a banquet 
of curries, naan and popadoms. There was a real 
sense of family as we all sat together , enjoying 
each others company and  reflecting on the week 
that had just passed. 

Mr Turner with his 
fi nger on the big red 
button. BB pupils were 
not overly excited about 
a fi re alarm practise  at 
6:30am.
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DNA - House Drama
The BB Family recreated the famous play DNA 
written by Dennis Kelly for the Inter-House Drama 
Competition. 

Lara Newell, upper sixth student, played the lead 
role Leah. Azzurra Corbett-Englaro, also upper 
sixth student, played the role of Jan. Eren Ture, 
upper sixth student, played the role of Phil. Bardia 
Gougani, upper sixth student, played John Tate. 
Russell Major, fifth former, played the role of Mark. 
Darian Parsadoust, fourth former, played the role of 
Danny. Dylan Ardill, fourth former, played the role 
of Lou. Naman Agnani, lower sixth student, played 
the role of Adam. Alexis Wang, remove student, 
played the role of Cathy. Jake Johnson, remove 
student, played the role of Brian. Carola Profeta, 
upper sixth student, was the director. Danyal 
Zaman, upper sixth student, was the emotional 
support. 

We had a lot of practices. As a boarding house, we 
have an advantage of having access to the theater 
and the large at night for our practices. However, 
even though we really tried to get everything 
together, sometimes it just didn’t work. We went 
through practices without some of the characters 
because they had one reason or another. The upper 
sixth students tried really hard and sacrificed a 
lot of their precious time to make the play work. 
Anyways, we were able to finally get ourselves 
together and perform on the designated night. 

Even though we didn’t get through the finals, all of 
us are happy about our own performances. We got 
fantastic feedback after the performance. 

Music From Miss Packer 

Assembling the 

One of our new additions to BB this year is Miss 
Laura Packer. Laura is from Toronto, Canada and 
knows everything there is to know about music. 
Sta�  and students were treated to a classical 
performance from Miss Packer earlier in the year 
which was throuoghly enjoyed by all who attended. 

During her duties, Miss Packer has been teaching 
some of the BB students piano. Danyals rendition 
of Fur Elise is coming along nicely!

Miss Packer runs a boarders activity session on 
a Wednesday evening in the music suite, for any 
students to come along and practice their music, 
or even to learn a new instrument. 

She is also involved in the schools Glee Club, 
Chapel Choir and many more groups. 

Assembling the 
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Outdoor Furniture
Suns out, guns out! With the sun still shining, BB residents were treated to some brand new outdoor 
furniture. Screwdrivers and hammers at the ready, the students all worked superbly as a unit to assemble 
our swanky new furnishings. 

The furniture  has been used for multiple evening of card games, pizza parties, deep discussions about 
the meaning of life and much more! We are very much looking forward to more late summer nights spent 
outside with friends in the new year. 
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Interview With A Fourth Former
D: Do you play any sport or participate in any co-
ciricullar activities?
B: I play rugby, Mr Oakes is a fantastic coach and its 
good getting out of the classroom for an afternoon 
outside with my friends. I am also a member of the 
history film club and the aerospace club, both of 
which are equally enjoyable!

D: Are you enjoying boarding in BB?
B: I think it’s fantastic! I’ve already made some 
great frineds, both in my year and in other year 
groups. I volunteered to take on the role of Charity 
Committee representative for BB so I’m looking 
forward to planning some great charity events 
with other pupils at Mill Hill. 

Danyal Zaman Abbas from the sixth form, sat down 
with one of our newcomers Ben Amlot to find out a 
bit about his background and how he was settling 
into his new house. 

Danyal: Thank-you for joining me today Ben, great 
to have you here!
Ben: Thanks Danyal, I’m glad you chose me for this!

D: So how are you finding life as a year 9 at Mill 
Hill School?
B:I’m having a fantastic time so far. My favorite 
lesson would have to be RS. 

Burton Banks First Outing
In late September, BB hit the road and travelled to the local cinema for an evening of popcorn, chocolates 
and great film. 

It was an evening enjoyed by all and only the first of many adventures to come. 

As a house, we love to get out and enjoy evenings outside our Mill Hill bubble. Whether it be to local 
entertainment centres, shopping malls even central London to experience all this fantastic city has to 
o� er.
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