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Burton Bank House Notes
Autumn Term 2020

It is not impossible to look back on time spent in Burton Bank without a distinct tinge of nostalgia. 
The five years I spent in the mid-70s as House Tutor now seem in my memory to be a halcyon era, set 
in eternal summer sunshine when the pace of life at Mill Hill was very different from today’s frenetic 
world. BB is unique at Mill Hill: its location sets it aside from the rest of the school and the walk down 
from Top Field, past the tennis courts, through the grove of oaks which border Gears and Memorial 
Field means that you can throw away all the trials and tribulations of main school before reaching the 
pleasant tranquillity of the house. BB is not exactly prepossessing of an architectural structure, rather 
austere and 1930s functional, but it is surrounded by leafy Wills Grove and its garden and the woods 
beyond together with the superb setting of Park stretch out as far as the eye can see. Truly a rural 
paradise for all those generations of pupils who have passed through since the war.

Extract from ‘A History of Burton Bank’ 

William Winfield - BB House Tutor (1973-8) - MHS Headmaster (1995-2007)
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Mr T Talks
Even with meticulous and careful planning, 
nothing was ever going to prepare us for 
Autumn Term 2020 in Burton Bank. Pupils 
started trickling in from Monday 17th August 
to commence their quarantine and reduce the 
time they would inevitably miss at the start of 
term. 

Pupils prepared for two weeks in their room 
adapting to the colder climate of North 
London, waiting for lessons to start (watching 
Netflix!) 

Or so we thought…

After a long flight from Moscow, Khristian 
arrived exhausted, yet curious at the door of 
Burton Bank on the last Sunday of the half term 
holiday to commence his two-week quarantine. 
Excited at the prospect of joining his new 
school, a short two weeks later he finally got 
to meet his teachers, peers and admire the 
beautiful grounds that Mill Hill has to offer. 
The next day, however, he soon found himself 
back into self-isolation because a pupil in his 
‘huddle’ unfortunately tested positive. Ouch! 
He is just one of many boarders that have had 
to endure similar set-backs and I can only 
express my sincere praise for how Khristian 
and all the others have handled this incredibly 
challenging time. You are all extraordinary 
young men and women, and I am so proud of 
you all. It is times like these that our characters 
are really tested, and I am positive we only 
become better people for it. 

It has been heart-warming to see so many 
pupils stepping forward to organise events 
and, it was Sonia Corsini (Lower Sixth) that led 
the way by organising an ‘Italian Pasta Night’ 
on two separate occasions through the term. 
I recall strolling into the kitchen to see Sonia’s 
delightful grandmother on Facetime, giving 
Sonia strict instructions on how to make the 
tomato sauce! The girls’ German Night was 
equally as impressive and it was lovely to chat 
around the roaring fire, eating frankfurters and 
roasting marshmallows for our smores!

Naman Agnani 

Hani Nourzad, Sonia Corsini, Louisa Deter and 
Tasya Andrienko
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There were some memorable school events, none more so than Black History Month. The 
significant amount of hard work that went into this annual observance was remarkable. Burton 
Bank put together a commendable video and the pupils that made a contribution can be 
proud of their achievement. We were so grateful that Remembrance Day was able to go ahead, 
albeit in a different format, but fitting that our very own Head of House, Naman Agnani, was 
able represent Burton Bank and enjoy the occasion in his last year. Naman has been ever-
present this term and has carried his duties as HOH with maturity, kindness and dedication; 
always putting other people first and setting a fine example for the rest of the House to follow. 
Thank you Naman, it has been a pleasure working with you and you will be sorely missed.

The BB staff have been instrumental in looking after your children and you will see from this 
newsletter some of the engaging activities we have been organising to not only keep them 
busy, but of course to allow them to experience a little bit of normality. I am so lucky to have a 
great team and I can’t thank them enough for all their hard work and dedication to keep going 
through what has been a challenging term.

A special mention is needed for our cleaner, Renuka who has worked so tirelessly in keeping 
the rooms and bathrooms immaculate and always with a smile on her face. Our matron, 
Suenita, has been hugely energetic and has played a crucial role in keeping the House running 
smoothly, tending to maintenance requests, medical appointments, keeping rooms tidy 
and delivering meals to pupils’ rooms. Their efforts have been paramount in keeping Burton 
Bank very much alive and it has been pleasing to see this being acknowledged by the pupils 
themselves. It is important for me that they are recognised very much as part of the BB family.

Finally, a fond farewell must go to Jula Barlage who leaves us to go back to Germany after 
four terms with us. She has formed some lovely friendships, and with them has created some 
memories that will undoubtedly last her a lifetime. Please keep in touch!

I hope you have a well-deserved rest with your families and I look forward to seeing you all in 
January with renewed enthusiasm and ready to take on another important term.

Thank you, Naman, Renuka and Suenita. Goodbye, Jula!!

Mr G Turner 
Housemster, Burton Bank
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My Erhu 
Tuesday 8 September Benjamin Zan Rem BB

Erhu is a traditional two-stringed Chinese instrument 
and is part of the Chinese violin family. It originated 
from the Tang dynasty about 1000 years ago. It is 
one of the most fascinating Chinese instruments; 
although the Erhu only has two strings, it is able to 
convey a wide variety of feelings with its distinctive 
tune. I started playing Erhu when I was four, and to 
me it is not just an instrument, but also a special 
friend. I am very glad that Mr. Turner gave me the 
opportunity to share this amazing instrument with the 
rest of the BB family, and this will truly be one of my 
memorable moments when looking back on my time 
spent in Burton Bank, and one that I hope to have the 
opportunity to do again.

BB Pasta Nights 
BB Pasta Nights Sunday 13th September and Saturday 
3rd October- Sonia Corsini L6 BB 

COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the boarding 
community, but in Burton Bank we still managed to find 
safe ways to spend time with each other. On the back of 
the successful ‘Taste Of’ nights, I thought that a Pasta 
Night with the girls would be a good way for us to get to 
know each other a little bit better. 

Since we had two amazing weeks of weather at the 
start of this term, on September 13th I decided to have 
dinner in our house garden and made some pasta for 
me and my friends. It wasn’t easy, but with a bit of help 
from my lovely grandmother (the pasta queen!) at home, 
I managed to cook pasta and to make my own tomato 
sauce (this was the hardest part, but I was lucky to have 
my grandma from Italy on FaceTime the whole time!). 
That night was a success and therefore we decided to 
have a second one a few weeks later.  

By October 3rd I had some typical Italian tomato sauce 
delivered to the house so that it would be easier (and 
quicker) for me to cook. Since it is a tradition for me to 
call my grandmother every time I cook something, I made 
everything with her on the phone again. This time, since 
it was cold and rainy outside, me and a few of my friends 
from my huddle had dinner at the table inside. Following 
social-distancing rules, we couldn’t have more than one 
huddle there at the same time, so when we finished we 
left to let a few other people from other huddles and 
teachers on duty eat some pasta as well.  

We’ve all had a lovely time and, who knows, maybe these 
nights will become a Burton Bank tradition!
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BB Baking Club
Sundays Miss Goriup BB Visiting Tutor

This half term pupils in Burton Bank have been 
baking up a storm. Something that is becoming a 
Sunday afternoon tradition is our regular baking club 
where pupils can stretch their legs and don their 
bakers’ hats down in the kitchen. In the first week, 
2 groups took on the challenge in their huddles to 
put together two different recipes. Firstly the lower 
school boys Veer, Oba, Jack and Sam made some 
simple but delicious and healthy savoury muffins. 
A simple recipe of eggs, cheese, peppers, spinach 
and ham mixed up and put in muffin cases to bake 
were created by the team. Veer made his vegetarian 
showing the flexibility of this recipe. Great team work 
with Head Chef Oba giving some good direction to 
the rest of the team! 

Meanwhile the Lower school girls baked and 
decorated some fluffy and sweet chocolate chip 
muffins, with help from Sous Chef Hudson Turner. 
Some colourful and creative designs made these 
muffins even more mouth-watering and irresistible.  

Our second club session took the recipe of a brownie 
and with the girls’ inspiration turned them in to 
muffins, a very nice adaptation to make the treats 
even more shareable and definitely COVID safe. Not 
forgetting to mention a thoroughly chocolate on 
chocolate affair...however else would you like your 
brownie muffins?! 

For part 3 of our first half term of baking we returned 
to the savoury section and took on a British classic 
with a twist, the cheese scone. These delights were a 
perfect Sunday treat to quench the hunger between 
brunch and dinner. With further enthusiasm to stay in 
the kitchen a batch of cookies was also popped in the 
oven for a post dinner luxury.  

It has been great to have the house involved in 
these regular baking sessions. With the homely and 
irresistible baking smells coming from the kitchen it 
was of course noticed by those upper sixth boys on 
the ground floor, not quite ready to don their baking 
hats but happy to be there for quality control and 
taste testing! 

Looking forward to more Sunday baking sessions 
in the lead up to Christmas, well done to everyone 
who got involved so far and if you ever want to make 
a suggestion to the recipe book just let one of the 
Burton Bank staff know. 

Miss Goriup 

Veer and Oba 

Jack and Sam
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BB Disney Jigsaw 
Completed Friday 16 October   
Miss Stephens (Resident Graduate Assistant)

During October, our previously neglected communal white table was transformed into a 
base for excitement and enjoyment, but, above all, frustration. The source of the commotion 
was a 1000 piece ‘Beauty and the Beast’ jigsaw puzzle, donated by Miss Stephens.   

Throughout the numerous weeks it took to complete, members of BB couldn’t help but add a 
piece or two, during their visits to the kitchen or common room.   

Such a basic activity proved to bring an otherwise separated BB family together in what has 
been a difficult term. The masterpiece will be framed and placed front and centre for the 
whole house to enjoy.

Miss Stephens with Sonia and Erica Alexis and Sonia
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My time in self-isolation 
Milena Bachmann V BB 

Many pupils in the House have had to go through 
periods of self-isolation over the course of the term. 
Louisa (Deter) and I were in self-isolation for two weeks. 
In the beginning we could use the time well, but the 
longer it went on the more tedious it became. Every 
day was the same, we got up at the same time, had 
breakfast and registered for online classes. Since we 
were not allowed to go out at all, we just didn’t know 
what to do with ourselves after a certain point. It was so 
lonely and at some point reading, learning or watching 
Netflix even became boring! Our breakfast, lunch and 
dinner was delivered to us by Mr Turner and the other 
staff members, and they would leave it outside our doors 
so we were able get it without being in contact with 
anyone. When we were done eating we put the trash 
outside so the cleaners could come to pick it up. We 
had our own bathrooms and toilets so nobody could 
get infected and we were able to keep a safe distance. 
It is great to be out of self-isolation and although I have 
enjoyed my time in BB, for the most part (!), it will be nice 
to get home to my parents in Germany.

Faisal Alrakhis (V) One of the many 
pupils who have had to self-isolate 
this term.

Black History Month 
October Mr Rennie (Junior House Parent)

Black History Month is a time to celebrate the here 
and now – and the future possibilities. October was 
a chance for the school to celebrate and recognise 
influential and monumental individuals who have helped 
change society’s attitude towards the Black community. 
Burton Bank decided to celebrate individuals by putting 
together a video with pupils from the house speaking 
for a minute or so about each person. There was a very 
long list of individuals to choose from, but eventually six 
were chosen. They chose to speak about Martin Luther 
King Jr, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, 
Barack & Michelle Obama and William Wilberforce. 
Pupils researched about their lives and what they did, 
all of which made a massive difference to the lives of 
Black individuals. It was great to see the passion of so 
many Burton Bank pupils from all over world wanting to 
be involved in making this video. The video was posted 
on the school’s social media accounts to help raise 
awareness to the rest of the school community.  
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BB German Night 
Friday 6 November- Jula Barlage V BB

On the back of a successful Italian evening our three 
German girls, Jula, Milena and Louisa organised a German 
Night primarily for the Burton Bank girls. We got to try some 
typical German cuisine and they tried to teach us some 
German words, for example ‘eichhörnchen’ which means 
“squirrel“! It was an amazing opportunity to get to know 
a little bit of German culture and we could ask them any 
questions we had about Germany and their lifestyle. They 
cooked ‘Kartoffelknödel’ which are potato balls with “brown 
sauce“ (which is what they call it in Germany). Later that 
night we all cooked ‘Bratwurst’ one the barbecue and we 
ate it together with ‘sauerkraut’, which is a kind of pickled 
cabbage. We all sat around the fire and got to know each 
other better. It was a great opportunity to get closer as a 
Burton Bank family, whilst social distancing. We all really 
enjoyed the evening, and I would love it if other people 
gave us a taste of their country as well.  
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BB Kahoot Quiz 
Saturday 7 November - Mr Rennie (Junior House Parent)

On Saturday 7 November, most of Burton Bank were back from the half term holidays and in 
need of a Saturday evening activity. Fortunately, Mr Rennie had the idea of getting everyone 
together (virtually) for a fun ‘kahoot’ quiz which was appropriately named ‘Mr Rennie’s Super 
Awesome BB Lockdown Quiz 2020’. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we weren’t able to have 
everyone together in a room, so we took to Microsoft teams, splitting each of the huddles into 
two teams with anyone in self-isolation competing as themselves. We even had a special guest 
team from the Turner family! 

The quiz was split into four rounds: the BB round, the random round, sports round, and the 
music round. Those that were slightly pessimistic about taking part had those thoughts 
removed as soon as the first question had a baby photo of Mr Turner, simply saying ‘Who is 
this?’ with four options for answers. This was the theme for most of the BB round with great 
photos of staff as babies, some random questions about members of staff and then jumbled 
up photos of pupils. The random round was just that, with questions such as ‘which bird can fly 
backwards?’ and ‘which footballer has the most Instagram followers?’ 

Team Veer Rules had taken an early lead but then dropped off the leader board with Huddle 1 
leading the way, Hudson Turner in second, and one of the Huddle 3 teams in third. The sports 
round had questions about a vast range of sports; naming sports from a photo or answering 
questions about famous historical sporting moments. The music round required teams to 
name movie theme tunes and artists singing particular songs. The Burton Bank 2018 House 
music winning performance even made an appearance in this round!  

After 45 questions, lasting about 30 minutes, the quiz was over and all had changed in the 
leader board! It was a very close contest but Team Veer Rules took the win, just beating 
Huddle 1 to victory. Congratulations to Noah, Oba, Sam, Veer and Maksim who got to enjoy a 
celebratory Shaketastic milkshake for their victory! 
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Boarders’ Diwali 
Saturday 14 November – Naman Agnani U6 BB HOH 

Diwali, Indian New Year, The Festival of Lights. A time where Hindus, Jains, and Sikhs around 
the world come together to celebrate each other, our achievements, and the fact that light 
always defeats darkness. This year, celebrated on Saturday 14 November, was different. 
The first time away from my family, but the first time with my second family, right here in 
BB! Celebrated by lighting ‘diyas’ (candles in clay lamps) and fireworks around the world to 
symbolize the victory of light, it was slightly different here in Mill Hill. We had glowsticks, 
flashing lights, and face paint. A lovely dinner up at the Dining Hall, a small presentation by 
myself for the Burton-Bankers, and overall a wonderful time for all of us.
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Head of House
Naman Agnani Signing Off  

All in all, I think we’ve had a tremendous term. Jumping over the barriers of COVID and 
making the most of what we have, we should be proud of ourselves. We’ve made memories 
that will last a lifetime and I am certain we’re all going into the New Year as better, more 
mature individuals. It has been a pleasure being Head of House and I hope you all have a 
wonderful Christmas and new year! Enjoy your time with family and friends and see you next 
year. 

House Awards 
The end of term saw some awards handed out. Huge congratulations to all those listed 
below:

TIDY ROOM AWARD
BOYS
1. Naman
2. Jake
3. Veer
GIRLS
1. Sonia
2. Saifei
3. Aurora

COMMENDATION WINNERS
LOWER SCHOOL MHS
Michael Quinlan
UPPER SCHOOL MHS
William Tzeng
MMHI
Ivan Eremenko

LUMINARY AWARD
1. Alexis Wang
2. Naman Agnani
3. Sonia Corsini

Alexis, Winner of Luminary Award 
Autumn 2020
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House Awards Continued...

YEAR FIRST NAME SURNAME SUMMER 2020

 FOURTH
Veer Dawda Tie
Yuyue Sun Tie
Chuhao Tang Tie

REMOVE
David Agboola Tie
Rui Peng Tie
Jinbang Zan Badge

FIFTH

Milena Bachmann Tie
Jula Barlage HMA/Scarf/Badge
Runlin Chen Tie
Louisa Deter Tie
Noah Edwards Tie
Ivan Eremenko Badge
Bibi Holle Tie
Jake Johnson Badge
Erica Kalininas Tie
Ye Li Badge
Yuming Man Badge
Khristian Mikhnov Tie
Hani Nourzad Badge
Michael Quinlan Badge
Lev Ryzenkhov Badge
Alexis Wang Badge
Maksim Weeber TieTie

LOWER SIXTHLOWER SIXTH

RangeRange LiLi TieTie
PuhangPuhang QiQi Badge/Snooker cueBadge/Snooker cue
SaifeiSaifei ZhouZhou TieTie
YiYi ZouZou TieTie

UPPER SIXTHUPPER SIXTH

Amir-AliAmir-Ali AbykanovAbykanov ScarfScarf
NamanNaman AgnaniAgnani ScarfScarf
OluwatemilorunOluwatemilorun FashinaFashina ScarfScarf
ZijiaZijia HuangHuang ScarfScarf
Chi InChi In IpIp BadgeBadge
LucasLucas TabernaTaberna BadgeBadge
SanwingSanwing TsoiTsoi BadgeBadge
Ying-chiYing-chi TzengTzeng BadgeBadge
MuyeMuye ZhangZhang ScarfScarf
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Goodbye Freddie

From generations of Burton Bankers, we have enjoyed 51 years of warmth and smiles. Wishing 
you all the best in your retirement and we hope to see you back here soon. You will be sorely 
missed by us all. 
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BB Photo Gallery
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Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk

Mill Hill School
The Ridgeway
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 1QS

The Mount, Mill Hill International
Milespit Hill
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 2RX

020 8959 1221 
millhill.org.uk

Follow us  
@MillHillSenior  @MillHillIntl 


