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“I know, from talking to many old BB pupils that as each generation returns, they look 
back on their time as one of the most memorable of their lives, when exciting discoveries 
were made which paved the way for every kind of future success and friendships 
established which have lasted to this very day. Long may the House continue to thrive!” 

W R Winfield, extract from ‘A history of Burton Bank 1875-2000”



MR T TALKS
December 2021

The Autumn Term has seemingly passed us by so 
very quickly, but once again I am dumb founded 
by how much has been achieved by our pupils. I 
am increasingly impressed by how many of them 
have stepped outside their comfort over the last 
four months, tried new things and in doing so 
taken great satisfaction from overcoming their 
potential fears. Living away from home, in a 
new school and new country was certainly the 
first hurdle for many and I am pleased to report 
they were all very quick to settle into their new 
surroundings.

The pupils have also been challenged in other 
areas. Seven of our BB pupils, for example, tested 
out their noteworthy thespian talents in our 
House play, ‘Words’. Whilst we didn’t quite make 
the final, the tenacity and perseverance shown by 
the pupils did the House proud and they can all 
reflect on a job well done. Special mention must 
go to Aneesh Bari (LVI) who wrote the play and 
who co-directed it alongside Sonia Corsini (UVI). 
Well done to them both and to all for their efforts 
and determination in representing the house.

The recent Christmas House Hog in Central 
London was an opportunity to look back at the 
last few months and the numerous successes of 
the term. London’s glorious Christmas lights and 
stunning architecture was the perfect setting to 
begin an evening of celebration and reflection.  
I was very pleased to present Sonia Corsini,  
Benjamin Zan, Joshua Singer (V) and Marcus Chan 
(V) with a Housemaster’s prize for demonstrating 
the Burton Bank values throughout the term and 
setting a fine example for the rest of the House to 
follow. Arsalan Abedini Abkhare won the vote for 
this term’s Luminary Award for his hugely positive 
presence in House and impressive application 
with the House Drama production.  

Boarding is very much back in business and I 
continue to take great pride in how the pupils 
have applied themselves over the course of the 
term, particularly in light of the difficult year we 
have all had. Fifteen of the BB pupils had the 
opportunity to fly the Boarding flag and give a 
delightful presentation on boarding life at the 
school and three boys Eren Ersahin (UVI), Berat 
Kahraman (LVI) and Yagiz Baran (Rem) gave us 
a wonderful Turkish night to enjoy. I take great 
satisfaction in watching all your children give 
presentations like these; watching them develop 
important skills in delivery only helps in them 
becoming confident young adults and there will 
be more opportunities to develop suck skills next 
term.

I would like to give a special mention to Head 
of House, Eren Ersahin (him again!), who has 
had both a constructive and busy term working 
tirelessly in leading the House, in addition to his 
countless other contributions to the school. He is 
so well-respected by his peers and the younger 
members of the House and we are a better place 
for having him at the forefront of everything we 
do.

We have this term welcomed new staff to the 
Burton Bank dream team starting with Mr 
Adam Parker as the newly appointed Assistant 
Housemaster, Miss Katie MacDonald, Mr Ed Driver 
and Mr Adam Pritchard as Resident Graduate 
Assistants and Mr Jack Parker and Mr Richard 
Hinton as visiting tutors. I would like to thank 
them, and all the BB staff including our matrons 
Suenita and Lucy and our cleaner Renuka for all 
their hard work this term in supporting the pupils 
and making a significant contribution to the warm 
and positive atmosphere of the House. They do 
a phenomenal job and I am indebted to them for 
their consistent support and service.

I hope you all; parents, staff and pupils have a 
wonderful holiday. BB pupils please be nice to 
your families, help them when needed and return 
to us enthused in 2022 ready to work hard and 
play hard. We will of course have plenty more 
memories to create together!

I hope you enjoy this term’s edition of BB House 
Notes. Huge thanks to Mr Parker for all his efforts 
in putting it all together.

Mr T



HEAD OF HOUSE, EREN ERSAHIN 
When I compare last year to this year, there is a clear difference. Due to the difficulties caused by 
Covid, I did not feel as if I was at home with my family during my stay in BB, despite the fact that 
staff did their best to create this environment until this term. It was because of every member of 
this house, I truly understood what the term “BB family” meant during this term. I also learned the 
true meaning of family. Family does not only refer to people who are blood related to you and have 
similar appearances or behaviours. Family are people who make you happy and comfortable, or 
who teach you things about yourself that you didn’t know before. This was evident during the House 
Hog cele-bration. We all come from different cultures, have different interests, and have different 
personalities, but at the end of the day, we were all dancing and singing songs together, even 
though sometimes we didn’t know all of the lyrics!

Last year at this time, I was counting down the days until Christmas. But this time I’m in a different 
situation. Even though I miss my home, I am saddened by the fact that I must leave my family in the 
UK. Merry Christmas to the BB family, and best wishes for a relaxing holiday.

TRIP TO CENTRAL LONDON
Sunday 12 September 2020, Rayyan Khan,  
Joshua Singer and Jaow Kaoplod  
 
What an excellent start to the Autumn Term our boarders have 
had so far! After an incredibly successful induction week, 
we took the opportunity to travel into central London on 12 
October and experience all of the city’s sights and attractions. 
Pupils boarded an open-top London bus and began the 
journey through central London, stopping off at key tourist 
attractions such as St Paul’s cathedral, Tower Bridge and to 
Buckingham Palace to see HRH.  
 
Our boarders thoroughly enjoyed the trip and were able to 
have some time to themselves and do some retail therapy 
after a busy first week at school. Having central London on our 
doorstep is one of the key benefits for weekend trips away and 
we cannot wait to take the pupils back out again for more fun.  
 
“I enjoyed the tour it was interesting, I already knew a lot of 
information about these places but the trip allowed me to learn 
even more! After we got off the bus, we went to a book store 
and I bought a Harry Potter wand.”  - Rayyan Khan  
 
“I really enjoyed going to the Tower Bridge and learning about 
it. Afterwards, I went to Waterstone’s and bought a new book 
called ‘Thing explainer’ which puts complicated stuff in simple 
words.”  - Jaow Kaoplod  
 
“I thought that London was like the world in a city, it had many 
cultures and different types of people. The combination of past 
and present was fascinating!“ - Joshua Singer  
 



LIFE OF A NEW BOARDER AT BURTON BANK
Wednesday 1 December 2021 – Rayyan Khan 

My time in boarding has been particularly fun, 
whether it be the Sunday morning activities 
or the friendly faces present within the 
boarding community. I particularly enjoyed 
the first activity which was the monopoly-like 
game where we ventured around the school 
campus to various spots to complete different 
challenges that were decided at the roll of a 
dice.

During this Autumn Term I attended the musical 
Matilda at the Cambridge Theatre as part of a 
school trip. I thought that the trip was enjoyable, 
I got to spend time with various students at MHI 
and enjoyed socializing on the bus there and 
outside of the theatre.  

I am looking forward to coming back in the 
spring term after Christmas and having many 
new experiences and stepping out of my 
comfort zone.  

SAUSAGES AND 
SPARKLERS NIGHT! 
Friday 22 October 2021 
 
As we plunged further into the Autumn Term, 
Burton Bank boarders took to the garden for a  
night under the stars with a fire, sausages and 
sparklers! Nothing beats sitting around 
a fire with friends and discussing the detail of the 
week at hand. 

It was lovely to hear about the exciting plans that 
boarders have for the half-term and finding out 
more about how they are settling into life at Mill 
Hill. Following the sausages, we enjoyed toasting 
marshmallows on the fire and finished the evening 
off with sparklers. Pupils enjoyed spelling their 
names with sparklers and had a lovely time making 
memories.  
 
 
 

 



PUMPKIN CARVING  
 

HOLLYWOOD BOWL  
 
Saturday 26 September 2021 
 
On Sunday 26 September, boarders from Burton Bank and other 
houses attended a trip to Hollywood Bowl in North Finchley. Pupils 
went for food first and then came together to play two games of 
bowling. Competition was fierce on both teams and Susan took 
the lead ahead of the boys with her pin-point accuracy. 
 
Everyone had an excellent time and it was a delight to see our 
boarders enjoying themselves and relaxing over the weekend. A 
big thank you to Mr Taylor for stepping in at the last minute and 
driving us there in the minibus!  
  

Saturday 9 October, Jaow Kaoplod  
 
On Saturday 9th October Burton Bank carved three spooky 
pumpkins to celebrate the Halloween season! To add to the spooky 
atmosphere, we played Halloween classics such as Thriller and the 
monster mash.

Boarders relished the opportunity to get together and carve out 
unique pumpkin designs. This was Jaow’s first attempt at carving 
a pumpkin and he had an excellent time being creative with the 
use of his knife. Once completed, we lit tea lights and placed them 
in the pumpkins where they moved to the common room, and 
we watched a spooky Halloween film – The Haunted Mansion by 
Disney!

 



BONFIRE NIGHT  
 
Friday 5 November 2021, Mr Parker  
 
Remember remember the 5th of November! 
 
Pupils enjoyed a night of fire, marshmallows and 
sparklers during the bonfire night celebrations 
which is a tradition dating back since 1605 
which marks the anniversary of the failure of the 
Gunpowder Plot of that year. 

Although this may seem a strange tradition to our 
international boarders, they fully embraced this 
celebration and headed to the back garden to 
meet up and socialise around the fire. It was lovely 
to hear stories from the Iranian pupils about their 
cultural traditions such as making fires and the 
techniques required to keep them going for hours! 
 
Burton Bank boarders were amazed by the loud 
bangs and bright lights coming from the nearby 
firework display in Mill Hill Park which lasted for 
hours.

To finish the night off, many of our pupils played 
a game of 5-a-side football and many laughs were 
heard throughout. 

COBHAM HALL HALLOWEEN PARTY
Saturday 6 November 2021  
 
Bank pupils boarded a coach down to Cobham Hall in Kent! Cobham Hall has recently joined the 
foundation and extended an invitation to both MHI and MHS pupils to come and visit, enjoying the 
annual Halloween party. 

Cobham Hall pulled out all the stops, pupils walked through the grounds of the school to be met at 
the entrance by many of the girls from the school and were then taken to the disco hall. The room 
was dazzling, ornate, regal and buzzing with excitement. In the corner there were two DJ’s who kept 
the music going for hours, meanwhile pupils danced the night away on the dancefloor.

Once pupils had been dancing, they were given pizza and also chocolate waffles after to round off a 
brilliant night with lots of fun. Pupils arrived back to Mill Hill at 10.30pm and were exhausted from a 
great halloween party. 

We look forward to hosting Cobham Hall School at Mill Hill in the future. 



TURKISH NIGHT  
 
Friday 26 November 2021  - Eren Ersahin & Berat Kahraman  
 
“Try some of our delicious food, see.. Turkish people don’t only eat kebabs!” 
 
On Friday 26 November Berat and Eren amazed the house by organising a Turkish night with Turkish 
snacks and an in-depth, funny and informative PowerPoint presentation. 

Along with their moustaches. the boys walked the house through the history of Turkey, its famous 
leaders, famous attractions and even information on religious buildings. This was a special time for 
the whole house to get together and spend some quality time in one anothers company. Thank you 
to Head of House, Eren, for being the brain of this successful night. We cannot wait more themed 
nights to continue in spring term.

HOUSE DRAMA  
 
Wednesday 17 November 2021 – Sonia Corsini  
 
This Autumn Term has been full, to say the least. Finally, we were 
able to go back to live events, such as concerts, gigs, assemblies 
and because of that, one of the most awaited events in the school 
calendar had a comeback: the inter-house Drama Festival.

When Mr Turner came to me to ask if I could direct it, I was a bit 
sceptical at first: this was indeed my first directorial experience, 
but I decided to take this chance and put up a play that we would 
have enjoyed writing, devising and performing. Despite some 
initial uncertainty, me and Aneesh managed to come up with a 
play text entirely written by us both.

November kicked off with rehearsals: every single night we were 
meeting up in the tv room to go over script, production, blocking, 
set, costumes and all that revolved around our play “Words”. The 
choice of themes was not easy, the play was about bullying. All 
cast members were therefore asked to behave accordingly to 
what their character was guilty of, and I can’t say I could have 
been prouder of how everyone of them worked towards the final 
day, performance time. Through times of laughs, tears and some 
minor arguments, the team did an amazing job onstage opening 
the last night of the festival, and I have personally loved seeing 
our original play text come to life thanks to the help of everyone 
involved. It truly was a life experience I would repeat in a heartbeat 
if asked, but maybe this time I would start rehearsals sooner rather 
than at 9.30 pm every night!



HOUSE ASSEMBLY
Sonia Corsini 
A few weeks into September it was announced that 
BB would have held an assembly in front of the whole 
school on two days, first for the lower school, then for 
the sixth form. Within a week, we managed to come up 
with the idea of a boarding themed assembly ‘How life 
is impacted by boarding and first experiences.’ Needless 
to say everyone loved the idea, (thanks Eren). We had a 
meeting with Mrs Sanchez to pinpoint everything and 
started to work on the assembly speech and content. Mr 
Turner suggested a very different opening style: since in 
BB alone we have more than 18 different nationalities, why 
not opening the assembly with everyone holding signs 
with “good morning” written in different languages and 
make them say it out loud from every corner of the room? 
That turned out to be very effective. 

We even managed to create live music! Mr Driver and Ben agreed to play different instruments 
(by the way great job! Hard work is paying off). Me and Eren then spoke about our experience 
in boarding: talking about all the things that we’ve learnt from other cultures, all the things we 
found out we liked and, in my case, how my experience in boarding started and affected my life 
completely. Being able to finally step on a stage (even if little) and talk to an audience after talking 
to a screen for a year was surely an event to remember and lets be honest: the assembly we put up 
was probably one of the best house assemblies the school has ever seen.
 

HOUSE HOG
Tuesday 7 December 2021, All of BB  

The House Hog was a brilliant night. The whole house went to a restaurant in Mayfair called 
Piccolino. It was lovely to have the whole house together eating amazing food and celebrating the 
successes of the term. We hired out the downstairs of the restaurant and Mr Turner gave out awards 
such as the luminary award and the commendation winners for the term.  
 
Following the awards, the DJ played the music, and the rest was history. Everybody was up dancing 
and singing and it was amazing to see pupils relaxed and enjoying themselves! 
 
 
 
 
HOUSE AWARDS  
 
TIDY ROOM AWARD

BOYS 
1. Joshua Singer 
2. Benjamin Zan  
3. Michael Quinlan

GIRLS  
1. Saee Joshi 
2. Ludovica Larotonda 
3. Sonia Corsini 

 
LUMINARY AWARD 
Arsalan Abedini Akhare  
 
COMMENDATION WINNERS 
MHI Commendation Award – Joshua Singer 
MHS Lower School Commendation Award -  Sam Tang 
MHS Upper School Commendation Award – Ivan Eremenko
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