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There is no time like Spring, 
When life’s alive in everything, 
Before new nestlings sing, 
Before cleft swallows speed their journey back 
Along the trackless track – 
God guides their wing, 
He spreads their table that they nothing lack, – 
Before the daisy grows a common flower 
Before the sun has power 
To scorch the world up in his noontide hour. 

From A Poem for Every Spring Day, edited by Allie Esiri 



MR T TALKS
It has been a busy term of endeavour and activity in the house, exam hall and around the campus. 
The pupils are doing well, if not a little tired, and have demonstrated tenacity and perseverance 
throughout and have certainly been rewarded. As such, you will be able to read of the several 
triumphs, numerous house and boarding community outings, but particular congratulations must 
go to the Upper Sixth and Fifth Form, who have had a challenging time completing their mock 
exams. It has been a compressed schedule, and the experience of getting through this term will 
only stand them in good stead for next term, when more time, space and daylight, will bring more 
breathing space and make the job of final revision less frantic.

On an individual level, Sonia C did very well to reach the final of the Farrow Singing competition 
but narrowly missed out on regaining the trophy for a second year. That said, she did gave a 
commendable performance and managed to win her category- a phenomenal achievement. 
Notable Burton Bank highlights for me this term include a wonderful presentation on Chinese New 
Year by Aurora C, Oscar G, Sam T and Frank and Steven H. Dumplings (of course!) were the dish of 
the day and Oscar made a delightful spicy sauce to go with them, yum! 

More recently, Hannah B, Fidelia M and Max O gave us a ‘Taste of Germany’. With painted German 
flags on our faces and multiple balloons to match, our three German Lower Sixth gave us an 
engaging insight to life in Germany along with food and dancing thrown in for added value - Max 
had clearly missed rehearsals for the latter!

Our recent trip into Central London to watch Back to the Future, the musical, gave us a nice 
opportunity to escape the Foundation and admire the incredible set at the Adelphi Theatre on The 
Strand. The free time in Covent Garden afterwards was also a nice treat. Other notable gatherings 
worth a mention include the lovely Black Tie Dinner, which provided us with an occasion to dress 
up, have some down time, listen to some inspiring music from our pupils and make some justly 
deserved individual awards. My thanks must go to Mr Parker for all the work he did in making it all 
happen.

BB pupils have once again continued to thrive and I feel so grateful to have such a great group this 
year. There really is a lovely atmosphere in house and I feel so proud when pupils are approaching 
me to ask if they can give a presentation or help with a house event, for example. This is the way it 
should be. So many of them (not all) know what it means to be part of a close-knit community and 
the part that they need to play in it. My thanks, once again, must go to the incredibly devoted house 
staff who only add the positive and friendly atmosphere of the house. See you next term!

Mr T



HEAD OF HOUSE, EREN ERSAHIN 
It was a period marked by hardships and enormous obstacles. Everyone is incredibly resolute and 
determined to solve their problems. Everyone in BB should be proud of what they’ve accomplished 
and who they’ve become. We enjoyed fantastic times together even when we had challenges. 
I believe we also became closer as a group and formed a family. Some nights were particularly 
memorable, such as Chinese New Year and German Night. We all learned new information and tried 
new foods. I’d like to express my gratitude to everyone who took part in this event. There are a lot of 
us who are preparing to represent our home in the 10-mile cup. Overall, it was a term full of ups and 
downs, but everyone managed to keep the house spirit high. Therefore, we call ourselves a family.

CHINESE NIGHT, AURORA CHEN
Friday 28th January 2022 
 
28th of January was a special day for the BB family, as we enjoyed a fabulous Chinese New Year in 
house. In an effort to create the cheerful vibe of our Chinese New Year, Frank H, Steven H, Mingxuan 
X and I had decorated the house with bright red latent and some exquisite traditional New Year 
decorations, along with our dear friends from different countries (Ivan E). During the celebration, 
Benjamin Z, Oscar G, Sam T and I introduced the origin of the Spring Festival, the legend of the Birth 
Animals and numerous traditional celebrations. I hope it was an eye-opening experience for the rest 
of the BB family. To get all of us a taste of the Chinese New Year, Oscar G, Frank H and Mingxuan X 
had made some mouth-watering traditional food, dumplings with a range of fillings, delicious and 
fluffy rice balls, which unsurprisingly, were extremely welcomed! 

For all of us it was undoubtedly an enjoyable evening, and I was especially moved by the enthusiasm 
from the BB family; not only in our ‘luck money’ activity, but also in popping balloons to imitate 
firecrackers. For us Chinese, this precious occasion enabled us to experience an unforgettable New 
Year, despite being thousands of miles away from our families. We were absolutely thrilled to have 
this opportunity to propagate our culture and share our joy. 

 
 



CUPCAKES, MR PARKER 
In the final weekend of the half-term we decided that it 
would be nice to do some baking and keep ourselves busy 
on a quiet Sunday evening. Rayan and Nihal kindly sourced 
the ingredients, and we began work on the cupcakes just 
after supper.  

It was really good fun trying to work out the measurements 
and watching Rayyan obsess over the smallest details! 
Once we mixed the ingredients, we were tasked with 
trying to put the mix into the cases, a messy job to say the 
least. Thirty minutes later and we were enticed back to the 
kitchen by the ambrosial smell of the cupcakes, we couldn’t 
wait to pull them out of the oven and decorate them. The 
cupcakes were gone in no time and were very popular! 

INTERHOUSE BAKING COMPETITION,  
MS SANBY
Pupils baked a Victorian Sponge cake and a Rainbow cake for the Boarders’ Interhouse Bake off. 
While the cakes were baking to perfection in the oven, other pupils learnt how to sew, fixing buttons 
onto blazers, and iron. Burton Bank ended up winning the Bake-off Cup with their delicious Victorian 
Sponge with strawberry jam and butter icing and three-layered Rainbow Cake covered in cream 
cheese icing and sprinkles. 



IRANIAN KEBAB NIGHT, MR PRITCHARD 
On a lovely sunny Sunday evening both Arsalan and Farnam decided that they wanted to give the 
Burton Bank boarders a taste of their Iranian culture, and so decided to cook some Iranian kebabs in 
the back garden. The pupils enjoyed some lovely cuts of beef, chicken on the bone and had some 
cooked peppers which tasted delicious.  

It was lovely to learn more about the way that Iranian’s cook their food and how important eating 
together is in their culture. Farnam informed staff about the detailed ways in which they cook 
their food in Iran including marinating the days for sometimes 2-3 days in advance so that it tastes 
delicious once cooked over a hot fire.  

We look forward to the next Iranian food night! 

ESCAPE ROOMS, MR PARKER 
Sunday 27th of February

Boarding pupils took part in an escape room in 
central London and were split into three groups 
to try and break codes to escape from the room, 
with the winning team being the one who escaped 
first. Boarders enjoyed the day and relished the 
opportunity to break out of a room by working 
together and solving difficult tasks. It is brilliant that 
we can visit the centre of London on a more regular 
basis and keep our boarders busy with fun activities 
which they will remember for a lifetime. 



BACK TO THE FUTURE 
MUSICAL, MISS COLEMAN
Sunday 13 March

Great Scott! What a day out for Burton Bank’s full boarding 
house trip. On a dreary Sunday it was the perfect opportunity 
to be sat in London’s Adelphi Theatre watching the spectacle 
of Back to the Future: The Musical. The 1985 blockbuster 
film has very cleverly been thrown into the West End in a 
ground breaking production that critics have called a “feel-
good triumph” (Telegraph) and “enormously good fun” 
(WhatsOnStage). 

After a quick coach journey to the West End, with coffee, a 
variety of bubble tea and eagerly purchased snacks, BB were 
well prepared to travel Back to the Future and watch the 
spectacle unwind. With plenty of original music and hit songs 
from the movie there was endless entertainment. If that wasn’t 
enough the Delorean car looked like it was defying gravity flying 
and spinning over the stalls - a real spectacle of technical work 
and projections. After a near three-hour performance, with a 
small interval to grab a customary ice cream, BB were ready 
to explore Covent Garden for food. Full after endless pizza, 
Chinese, sushi and, of course, more bubble tea for the ride, BB 
piled back onto the bus for an early night home. 

GERMAN NIGHT, MAX OSTHUS 
Friday 18th March

German night was a great success.

We walked in with a traditional Bavarian dance. We prepared a presentation about our hometowns, 
general facts and other information about Germany. To finish off with our presentation everyone had 
to say a few difficult German words and we all did a traditional German children dance together. We 
also prepared some traditional food such as cucumber salad and marble cake, which received lots of 
compliments. To pimp the bb TV room, we added Balloons in German colours: black, red and gold. We 
painted everyone’s faces in the German flag. We all had a great night and we appreciated the support of 
everyone joining us.



PHOTO GALLERY





Q

Mill Hill School
The Ridgeway
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 1QS

millhill.org.uk/moments

Follow us @MillHillSenior

Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk


