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A Message from the Head
This September we welcomed just under 100 pupils from nearly 30 countries from around the world. As
the School has grown over the last five years, it is wonderful to see that now more than 10% of our current
pupils are siblings of former pupils from The Mount, Mill Hill International. Smaller schools generally do
engender a sense of family and now that we are beginning to see younger relatives of our alumni this is
all the more evident.
The community spirit is alive and well at MMHI. It is gratifying to see pupils appreciate being part of
something that unites us; the bake and candy cane sales to raise money for the School charities, the
community service visiting local care homes, primary schools, the litter picking and the Student Council
are just some of the many projects and initiatives our pupils have thrown themselves into. I am proud that our pupils have
become upstanding members of the Mill Hill community.
Although more pupils than ever before have remained at MMHI as we complete the second year of offering the Two Year
GCSE course, the majority of pupils come to the school for the first time, most never having studied at a UK school before.
For those pupils who come to study for a just a year, it can pass very quickly and unless all make the most of their time at Mill
Hill, opportunities can pass them by. From the beginning of the year, at the very first School Assembly, I highlight the
importance of taking part, of trying new things and finding different ways to become involved in the school and wider
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community. The benefits are found not just in a sense of belonging; research has proven that academic performance is
actually enhanced if pupils participate in co-curricular clubs and activities. Outside of the classroom, pupils learn essential
characteristics such as collaboration, commitment, communication, creativity and curiosity. One of the highlights of this
term for me was on one cold evening in late November, being invited by the teacher in charge of the Raspberry Pi club who
had brought along his Dobsonian telescope to view the moon. What an amazing discovery it was to see the craters of the
moon so clearly! I urge pupils as they return in January to tap into their curiosity and find new discoveries by joining clubs and
activities they may not yet have had the chance to experience.
As our pupils return to their local communities across the globe and spend their holidays with friends and families, I wish
everyone a happy festive time and look forward to seeing them return rested and ready for the year ahead.
Ms Bellotti, Head

Staff Achievements
Every so often I will bump into a pupil outside of school. It might be in a shopping centre, on the tube or even on an aeroplane.
It’s happened to me on many occasions throughout my career and it’s always very amusing how shocked the pupil is when it
happens. You can see it on their faces, “What are they doing here? They exist outside of school? – Surely not.”
Contrary to urban legend, we don’t actually live under the desks in our classrooms! We actually do exist outside of school and
in fact, the staff at MMHI are a fascinating group of people. In the same way that we encourage our pupils to take part in a
wide range of co-curricular activities, many of us also have interests outside of school that we pursue with commitment and
enthusiasm.
I thought it was about time we celebrated some of the teachers’ own achievements.

A highly sought after recitalist and oratorio soloist, Ms Rotchell has performed in a number of high profile engagements this
term. On 30 November, Ms Rotchell sang the alto solos in a sold-out performance of Handel’s Messiah with Bedford Messiah
Choir at Bunyan Meeting in Bedford. Earlier in November, she performed solos in a concert commemorating the 150th
anniversary of Armenian composer Komitas at St Cuthberts Church, Earls Court. Ms Rotchell’s concert diary is already filling
up for 2020. She is particularly looking forward to continuing her association with the exciting new opera company, Grass
Roots Opera next term when she will be taking to the stage to perform in Engelbert Humperdinck’s opera, Hansel and Gretel.
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Ms Bjelica’s passion for volleyball started in 1985. She competed in the Bosnian National League before captaining the
Edinburgh University volleyball club, playing for Scottish Universities and then the University of London. Between 2000 and
2014, Ms Bjelica played for the Swiss Cottage volleyball club and in 2008/2009 the team won the English national league and
English national cup. Since 2015 she has been playing for the London International Team (London Inter Orcas). Her team
competes in National League Division 1 and London Premier League. The 2019/2020 season has got off to an excellent start
– they have won 5/5 games in the National League and 3/4 in the London League so far. We wish Ms Bjelica’s team every
success.
Cycling is Ms Bellotti’s favourite pastime and she uses all of her free
time to clock up miles and miles on two wheels. Last year Ms Bellotti
cycled from London to Cambridge to raise money for charity. If that
wasn’t enough of a challenge, in September 2019, Ms Bellotti cycled
220 miles over 3 days from London to Paris to help raise money for a
new, state-of-the-art Sports Hall at Belmont. The team of twentyodd cyclists raised over £18,000. Goodness only knows what her next
cycling challenge will be!
Charity and sport is at the heart of several staff members’
achievements this term. In September 2019, Ms McInerney took part
in the Shine Night Walk, a night-time walking marathon through the
streets of London. The gruelling route, which takes in London
landmarks such as St Paul’s, The Gherkin, Buckingham Palace and
Tower Bridge took Ms McInerney and her teammates 9hours and 44
minutes to complete! Ms McInerney and her teammates raised £1200
for Cancer Research. Rumour has it that Ms McInerney’s next
challenge will be the Cambridge Half Marathon and I understand that
she is trying to convince some other staff members (Mr Bedford and
Ms Rotchell) to join in.
What a talented bunch!
Ms Proudlove
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Science & Humanities
Fun with dry ice!
Last year as a part of Science enrichment, a small group of
pupils from MMHI took part in the Salter’s Festival of Science
hosted at University College London.
The day culminated in a series of experiments carried out by
Professor Andrea Sella, who used dry ice as a means of
demonstrating kinetic theory in a fun and engaging way.
This year we decided to enrich our understanding of kinetic
theory by using dry ice.
Pupils made ‘ghost bubbles’ by diffusing CO2 through a
bubble mixture. The dry ice causes the water vapour inside
bubbles to condense, creating opaque bubbles. They filled
nitrile gloves with solid dry ice and watched the gloves
expand over the steam of a kettle as the CO2 sublimed. They
also made rainbow tubes using dry ice and Universal
indicator solution. Finally, we all enjoyed ice cream made by
freezing condensed milk and raspberry sauce using dry ice.
Dr Biswas

Geography Fieldtrip
On Wednesday 13th of November, Year 11 Geography pupils
enjoyed conducting human fieldwork investigations in King’s
Cross. The aim of the investigation was to determine how
King's Cross had changed since the regeneration began.
They employed a variety of methods including
questionnaires involving members of the public,
environmental quality surveys, land use maps and direct
observation. Investigation of urban environments is an
integral part of the IGCSE Geography curriculum and also a
great opportunity for pupils to explore place geography.
Well done Year 11 geographers!
Ms McDonagh
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Art & Design Technology
Frieze
For the second year in a row our MMHI Year 11 Art pupils
joined their peers at MHS for an Art trip to the Frieze London.
The Frieze is an international commercial art fair which
attracts galleries, private buyers and art curators from
around the world. It is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to
see the commercial side of Art making.
Pupils worked in small groups to select their favourite
artwork and make creative links to the projects they are
working on in class. Pupils made new friends with MHS art
pupils and had a chance to meet staff from the Art
department.

Portraits in the Chapel
It is a great privilege that our Year 9 pupils will be exhibiting
their portrait project alongside their MHS peers in the
Chapel, in January 2020. The portrait project involves
learning how artists create portraits using different
techniques and materials. Year 9 have been focusing on
drawing skills including how to measure facial features and
add texture and tone to create three dimensional form. For
the exhibition, their finished charcoal drawings and relief
card portraits will line the chapel walls alongside MHS
ceramic work.

Fast-Track Group Art Project
Inspired by the colourist and world renowned painter Frank
Bowling, whose work examines how we connect to our
cultural heritage and the use of colour. The FT group have
explored the creative possibilities of colour and how to mix
colour on fabric to create a textile piece using maps of their
home countries.
Ms Moss
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Boarding life
A personal perspective
In a recent talk with Mr Lawson, Houseparent of Collinson House, we found that since his first day at Mill Hill over 30 years
ago, the most exciting time was when Mill Hill International first opened its doors to welcome the first cohort in 2015-16.

Mr Lawson started at Mill Hill School in 1989 and has been House Master and House Parent at Collinson House since 2005.
Mill Hill has been a big part of his life and there have been a number of changes in his time at the school. When asked what he
liked most about his role, Mr Lawson replied, “It’s real. You have contact with the pupils and can have a direct influence on
them and their development”.
His one piece of advice to our pupils? If you put in the requisite effort, you will get the reward you deserve. “You reap what
you sew. This is what we try to instil in our pupils and why we encourage them so much to try their best and work so hard.”
Alongside that, a former MMHI pupil, Bardia Gougani, wanted to express his opinion on life as a boarding pupil at Mill Hill
International and beyond, having progressed to study at Mill Hill School. Bardia is now a Year 13 Boarding Monitor in Burton
Bank House.
“As boarders, we go through many phases in our lives. Life throws different challenges at us. We miss home, friends, family –
even our own beds. But we embrace our challenges and turn them into our strength. Many of us cross the world to board at
Mill Hill. Nobody leaves home without a good reason. We have dreams and goals that are worth making sacrifices for. That is
why boarders are resilient, committed and determined Millhillians.
I love boarding and I love the support we all give each other. That’s helped me step out of my comfort zone many times at Mill
Hill. In boarding, we are a big, big family. I have crazy gym cousins, energetic little sisters and all my brothers who have never
left my side. Within Mill Hill we are the smaller community, but we have the biggest of hearts.”
Ms. Smith & Mr. Lury
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Christmas in New House
Ms Justice kindly sent this photo of Nuray getting into the Christmas spirit, painting some pine cones form the New House
gardens to help decorate and add to the warm and cosy feeling in New House during this festive time of year.

The girls from New House also had a great time at their annual House Hog and can be seen below excitedly opening their
presents – with each of them receiving a personalised pair of House slippers.
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Sports news
Basketball
Congratulations to Sadra, Maxim, Marco and Koray, who have attended the basketball activity this term and were selected
to represent the Mill Hill School 1st team. In their two games so far they have enjoyed wins over Haberdashers’ and St.
Marylebone School.

Cross Country
Representing the Boarders House, year 9 pupils raced to complete a 4 kilometre course which traversed the wonderful green
scenery of the Mill Hill School Foundation’s 150-acre site. Trailing footpaths, woods and sports fields, pupils ran knowing that
every place counted in the overall house standings. It was great to see our pupils working hard and running with smiles on
their faces.
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Rugby
It has been inspiring to see some of our pupils participating in Mill Hill School rugby teams this term. Erim has been a regular
in the U14C team, showing tough tackling and scoring a number of tries along the way. Othniel and Fayzulla have also turned
out regularly for the U16B team.
Here's to more success in 2020!

Mr Bedford

The Mayor’s Visit
We were honoured to welcome The Worshipful the Mayor of
the London Borough of Barnet. A former pupil of The Mount,
Cllr Caroline Stock was very happy to come and visit and see
what changes have been made to the school since her time
studying here when it was an Independent School for Girls. It is
another way to show that although our pupils now come from
all four corners of the globe, there is still a very strong
connection to the local community.

Here she is pictured with Ms Bellotti (Head of MMHI) and Ms
Sanchez (Head of MHS).

Mr. Lury
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Clubs & Activities
Drone Club
Drone club is a popular new lunchtime activity, supported by Mr Michael. We have a number of basic non-programmable
drones which the pupils enjoy racing competitively and performing acrobatic manoeuvres by weaving the drones through
obstacles.

The school now has a mini drone which is an advanced, but easy to use programmable drone designed for classroom based
education of AI and programming languages such as Droneblocks, Scratch and Python. The pupils have learnt to use code
to control the drone to fly programmed missions, perform flips, acrobatic manoeuvres and record live video stream.
Mr. Michael

Dodgeball
Since the beginning of term, every Friday, the students enjoy a lively game of
Dodgeball. The activity has developed team skills as well as a healthy
competition. This action packed game can get a little energetic and animated,
with many of the students showing a great love and enthusiasm for the sport.
During this whole term I have seen students develop their own styles and
techniques with flair and create new friendships over a simple game that
demands a lot of bravery and good sportsmanship.

Mr. Raymond

10 | The Mount, Mill Hill International

Newsletter | Autumn 2019

The Sky at Night

At the end of November, our MMHI Raspberry Pi club paused our programming efforts and started to use our big telescope
outside. At this time all the planets are not visible to us, so we used the 200mm Dobsonian telescope and looked in detail at
the craters on the moon. This worked well and allowed us to see fine detail in the images seen. Also, unexpectedly, it became
an evening of wildlife awareness as we were visited by one or two owls who flew overhead. Next time we'll be looking for the
International Space Station which appears overhead, and for any neighbouring galaxies which are visible.
Mr. Evans & Dr Mahlmeister

Weekend trip to Winter Wonderland
Hyde Park's Winter Wonderland event
was the destination of our 110
member boarding community’s
activity on Sunday 1st December. The
event is one of the biggest and most
well-attended Christmas events in the
world. The pupils walked around the
festive markets looking for presents
for loved ones, gorged on German hot
dogs with sauerkraut and they
warmed themselves up with cups of
hot chocolate in the Bavarian Village.
The more adventurous and braver
pupils tried some of the more
adrenaline pumping rides, such as the
big wheel and rollercoaster.
Mr. Michael
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Volunteering in the local community
Throughout the course of this term, a hard-working group of volunteers have been helping keep the Mill Hill community
clean and tidy by picking litter around the school and the surrounding area. Ms McInerney, who has been involved in this,
said that she was “really impressed with the litter pickers yesterday, who worked hard even when it was drizzling and were
polite and courteous to everyone they met along the way”.
Their hard work and extra effort has not gone unnoticed in the local community either. Mr. Orman, Chair of the Mill Hill
Residents Association, sent the following message earlier in the Autumn Term:
“A huge thank to Sarah Bellotti (Head of Mill Hill International School) and her amazing group of volunteer pupils. Mill Hill
International is the first school to join our MHRA School Litter Pick programme. They have already carried out two litter picking
sessions (one in Wills Grove and the other in Daws Lane & Wise Lane) and plan to do it every week!
Thank you so much for caring and for making such an effort to help keep our neighbourhood clean. You are all an inspiration to
all of us!”
Well done to all involved.
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Eco Week
Early October saw the school follow the theme of Eco Week. The aim of this week was to increase and encourage the pupils’
understanding of both the local and wider environment.
During Eco Week, students looked at how essential bees are to maintaining biodiversity in the UK. We looked particularly
at solitary bees who are struggling to find habitats to lay their young, built a bee hotel and planted a bee friendly herb and
winter flower patch.

We also took a number of pupils to the Arrandene and
Featherstone Woods where we explored local flora
and fauna. We explored how packaging can be
upcycled, making bookmarks from damaged plastic
bags using just an iron and some design knowhow.

Ms McInerney
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Anti-bullying week
11th-15th November was anti-bullying week in the UK. Anti-Bullying is a topic close to the hearts of all Schools and here at
MMHI our pupils participated in a range of activities which promoted the topic. In PSHE pupils made anti-bullying pledges
and wore odd socks to raise awareness. As well as organising a bake sale, pupils sold special wristbands and wore their own
clothes.

The pupils raised £182.03 for the anti-bullying alliance. This was due to the positive energy that Krish, Hanna, Mariia, Mabel,
Othniel, Gabin and Sadra showed throughout the whole week.
We all know that we are better without bullying and will continue to drive this message home throughout the rest of the
academic year.
Ms Jennings

We learnt to save a life
Restart a Heart Day - Wednesday 16th October
In the UK, it is estimated that there are over 30,000 cardiac arrests outside of hospital
every year, but the survival rate is less than 1 in 10. Studies have shown that by
commencing CPR early and using a defibrillator rapidly improves a patient’s chance of
survival. The Restart a Heart campaign is an initiative led by the UK Resuscitation Council
with help from The British Heart Foundation, British Red Cross, St John Ambulance, and
aims to improve the low numbers of people surviving out-of-hospital cardiac arrests by
training everyone in how to do CPR. As a volunteer with St John Ambulance, I know firsthand the importance of this and wanted to share my experience and training with the
pupils in assembly and during lunchtime on Wednesday 16th October. Thank you to
those pupils who took part and learnt a vital skill.
Mr. Pritchett
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Summer School 2019
Summer School 2019 was filled with English, fun and friendships and a great time was had by all.
Students enjoyed a communicative project based approach to learning English in the morning classes which were
complemented by creative activity classes in the afternoon covering music, drama, dance and art. In the late afternoon,
students on our Intensive Academic programme went on to study mathematics and science while those on our English Plus
programme practised a range of different sports.

Excursions to London, Oxford, Brighton, Cambridge, Warwick Castle and Stratford and the nearby Harry Potter Studios were
enjoyed by everyone and made all the more memorable because of the beautiful weather that we had!
An exciting programme of evening activities, which ranged from Escape Rooms to Fashion Shows and evening visits to Central
London rounded off each day when students fell tiredly into their beds dreaming in English and excited to see what the
following day would have in store for them!

Ms Jennings

To join in the fun in summer 2020 or to find out more information about our programmes, please contact Emma Jennings, Director
of Summer School via director@millhillsummer.school.com
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Condover Hall Residential Trip
Towards the start of term, the pupils went to Condover Hall for their first residential trip of the 2019-20 academic year.
Condover Hall Activity Centre is in Shropshire, situated in the West Midlands region of England. Ms Langrish organised the
trip and was supported by a number of other staff members on the trip where both pupils and staff alike tried their hand at
various activities such as Archery, Fencing, Abseiling, High Ropes and much more.

Although the weather was not the best during the visit, everyone had a great time and it was a great way for all involved to
get to know each other and forge new friendships.

Student Council
This academic year, nine of our pupils have been chosen as
representatives on our Student Council. They have come up
with some great suggestions and have been tasked to
research and find solutions for any changes they wish to see
made.
Sharlotta, Mariia, Nuray, Sadra, Krish, Lev, Harry, Hanna
and Othniel have been very proactive and are doing a great
job representing all of the MMHI pupils and the school as a
whole. We are looking forward to seeing what they come
up with as the year continues. Keep up the good work!

Mr. Lury
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Time for Tea
Fast-Track pupils enjoyed a special 'tea'
themed lesson as part of their English
studies. They learned how to make the
perfect 'cuppa', which are the best biscuits
to 'dunk' and mostly importantly, which
goes first, the tea or the milk?
Ms Clossick

Christmas Assembly
The Christmas Assembly was a great chance for pupils to showcase their talents including some wonderful solo performances
from QiWen, Brian and Boran. Each tutor group also impressed with their own versions of some classic Christmas songs such
as Wham’s Last Christmas.

It was a fun and festive occasion as you can see from the photos. However, it was also a time for us to say goodbye to Gabin
and Claudia who have now finished their studies with us. Both have been wonderful pupils, always smiling, friendly and happy
to help; they will be missed by their friends, classmates, teachers and everyone else at MMHI. We wish them both the best of
luck on their return home and in their future studies.
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A fond farewell…
At the end of this term, our much-loved Art teacher, Ms Moss, will be leaving us for pastures new. She will be missed a great
deal by everyone at the school; however, she will definitely not be forgotten. You only have to look around the school to
know what an outstanding contribution Ms Moss has made: from the installation in the reception area created out of leftover
planks of wood to the art in the lunch and music area corridor - it’s all beautiful and is testimony to her professionalism and
expertise.

The artwork created by our pupils under her careful and encouraging instruction is wonderful. Her print-making cut outs and
the art of years 9 and 10 show how much energy she has invested into making pupils, of all abilities create work from which
they are able to feel a sense of achievement.
She has been a valued friend and great asset to our school and we shall miss her but wish her all the best in her new adventure.

Dr Biswas
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Useful Dates and Information
7th January 2020 – First day of Spring Term

13th January 2020 – Arts Week

10th February 2020 – E-Safety Week

14th February 2020 – 23rd February 2020 – Half Term

3rd April 2020 – End of Spring Term

11th June 2020 – Prize-giving

19 | The Mount, Mill Hill International

Newsletter | Autumn 2019

