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A Message from the Head 
When planning this year’s Prize Giving event, I wondered whether we 
should postpone it given that we could not hold it at our School, 
but it remains an important milestone of the year, and an opportunity 
to meet together as a school one last time before we bade farewell. I 
was therefore delighted to see us all united together on a screen to 
listen to the departing pupils’ speeches, to hear the musical 
performances of our pupils and to give out the awards.

At the start of the year, in Assembly, I impressed upon our pupils the 
characteristics of learning that we as a school are endeavouring to instil: 
commitment, curiosity, communication, compassion, creativity and 
collaboration. In each assembly, I have awarded Head’s Commendations 
to those pupils who have shown these attributes. In the Assemblies 
before lockdown, there were twenty Head’s Commendations awarded 
between September and March; since the school closure and our pupils 
moved from the physical classrooms to the virtual ones, there have been 
no fewer than 163 Head’s Commendations awarded.

I am humbled by the strength of character our pupils have shown over these last three months. The 
perseverance and determination even in times of uncertainty shown by so many of our pupils has shone 
throughout this period and we have received some outstanding pieces of work in all subjects. 

How our pupils have navigated in this uncertain landscape, how they have shown innovation and creativity 
in coping with the ‘new normal’ has strengthened their mental dexterity. They have had to think in ways 
that puts them in the driving seat of their education and the unique tools and skills they have developed 
not just to survive this period but to thrive has made better learners of them all.

As difficult as it has been over these last three months to think beyond the COVID-19, our pupils’ time at 
The Mount, Mill Hill International is not defined by the Coronavirus pandemic.

Throughout the year, we have placed great emphasis on taking part, in doing activities that take pupils 
outside of their comfort zone so that they create a capital in mental toughness. While excelling 
in academic study is of course what we all strive for; with equal importance to us is what they 
have done as citizens at The Mount, Mill Hill International. How they have made the School a better 
place in their own way, whether by suggesting new ideas for the School, whether pulling together 
fundraising initiatives or  whether by letting their voices heard and  standing up for what they 
believe in; many of them have left their mark in the school community. I very much look forward to 
welcoming the returning pupils and joiners to see how they can shape the School in 2020-2021.

This summer term has been like no other. Our Summer 2020 Newsletter shows staff reflections on these 
unusual times and presents our optimism for the future.  I hope you enjoy reading the ponderings of our 
teachers.

Ms Bellotti 
Head
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Sports Round Up
Our most significant sporting achievement of the year was undoubtedly the contribution of four MMHI 
pupils to Mill Hill School’s successful basketball team, who won the area cup competition for the first 
time in the spring. 

The final against Watford Grammar School for Boys was a tight affair, that swung first to Mill Hill, then to 
Watford before a resurgent Mill Hill fought back to win 57-47. Marco, Sadra, Max and Koray - the MMHI 
pupils in the squad - trained hard all year, working their way into the squad and becoming important 
players for the team. That they contributed to the cup win was a real testament to their commitment and 
teamwork.

A big well done to Year 11 pupils Othniel, Sharlotta, Sadra and Dragos, who all represented Mill Hill School 
senior teams in the core sports this year.

Further down the year   groups, many others contributed by taking part in school teams and house 
competitions. We hope to see many of these pupils back in school competing and enjoying sport when 
we return in September. 

Mr Bedford
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Music
This year we have been privileged to have some fantastic musicians showcase their talents at Mill Hill 
International. Early on in the year in our ‘MMHI has Christmas Talent’ assembly, each tutor group treated us 
to rousing performances of Christmas songs. We also had the pleasure of solo performances from Boran 
Zhang, Qiwen Chen, Povy Chow and Brian Cheung. Povy went on to represent the school again in the 
Farrow Singing Competition where she impressed the audience with her musical theatre performance. 

In February, the Music GCSE pupils went on a trip to the Royal Festival Hall to see the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra play. This was an immersive and interactive concert and the pupils gained further insight into 
the pieces they had been studying. Pupils commented on how it was great to see a live orchestra play 
and particularly enjoyed the rendition of the’ Star Wars’ theme tune!

The McClure Instrumental Competition saw eleven pupils from MMHI enter the various categories. 
Aleksandr Denisov played Bach’s Giga and Fugue for piano sublimely and received the coveted first prize 
in the post Grade 8 category. Well done, Aleksandr!

Whilst more recently live performances have not been possible due the current situation, pupils at 
MMHI have continued to perform and create music from their own homes. Dedicated members of MMHI 
singers Povy Chow, Hanna Skomorowska and Mabel Rutter have continued to be committed to ‘virtual 
rehearsals’. These have been a fun and an active way to break up a day of online working. Pupils in 
Year 9 have been using music technology to compose their own gaming music and performances have 
continued in lessons and in assemblies. 

All live choirs have been suspended during this period of lockdown but some choirs across the country 
have found inventive ways to perform. Below is a link to such a choir – see if you can spot the member of 
staff who took part in this wonderful project! www.millhill.co/3iFW30P

At the end of this term, we were entertained with a variety of musical performances at our Prize Giving 
service from Dana Kulbayeva, Qiwen Chen, Boran Zhang, Povy Chow and Mariia Shishkova. We hope that 
pupils continue to create and enjoy music over the summer holidays and we look forward to more live 
performances in the coming year. 

Miss Rotchell

www.millhill.co/3iFW30P
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Geographers 
As part of their GCSE Geography enquiry, pupils from MMHI visited the Juniper Hall Field studies centre 
to investigate the River Tillingbourne in Surrey. The aim of the day was to conduct primary and secondary 
research investigating downstream changes in river form. Pupils visited three sites along the river’s 
course and collected data by measuring a range of channel characteristics including width, depth and 
cross-sectional area. They also spent some time in the classroom learning from a field studies specialist 
with knowledge of the local area. Pupils all performed exceptionally well in their fieldwork tasks and even 
managed an ice cream break! They returned to Mill Hill full of excitement about their discoveries. 

Ms McDonagh
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Art, Design & Technology
This term, in the absence of access to our workshop, Design and Technology pupils were given the 
opportunity to look more closely at some of the designers who have shaped our world, working in the 
many diverse fields of architecture, print, and product design to name a few.

As Covid-19 did its bit to shape our world in its own inimitable way, we also saw a huge political and societal 
tipping point occur following the murder of George Floyd at the hands of the police in Minneapolis in the 
United States. The Black Lives Matter movement saw, and is seeing, protests all over the world demanding 
justice, and an end to the systemic inequalities experienced in all areas of our society. It asked us all to 
question and take responsibility for our own roles in perpetuating these inequalities and reminded us of 
the importance of the role of the teacher in this quest.

The teaching of art and design and, in addition, the manner in which art and design is exhibited, 
celebrated, and recorded, can sometimes seem to celebrate the work of white men disproportionately, 
and can obscure the achievements of visionary black practitioners working in these fields. Our post-
GCSE Design & Technology pupils, who plan to study Art and Design courses from September studied in 
detail some of the most influential contemporary black voices in fashion in both the UK and USA.
We focused on the ground breaking work of the tailors Joe Casely-Hayford, OBE, and Ozwald Boateng, 
OBE, on Saville Row, and Virgil Abloh, the design “Renaissance Man’ who has moved through careers in 
architecture and product design to take up the helm of the fashion house Louis Vuitton, the first African-
American to do so. 

As Casely-Hayford was good friends with, and influenced in his designing by the work of, Chris Ofili CBE, 
we also took the opportunity to look and respond to some of the themes in the work of one of the most 
famous British artists working today. Below is Lucy’s digital piece (created using Sketchbook for the iPad) 
exploring her own identity, inspired by the way that Ofili explores a wide range of motifs from his own 
Nigerian heritage, against colourful, abstract backgrounds. 

Ms Mclnerney
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Lockdown Art
Our last edition of the newsletter featured some beautiful artwork from our pupils. Here is an equally 
beautiful drawing by Mr Vindjberg. It features his son, Theo. Here is what Mr Vindjberg had to say:

‘During lockdown, most of the art classes drew something from their homes. I drew my son Theo, and he 
then added a few sticky finger marks to it!’

To see our wonderful virtual art exhibition. Please follow the link below:
www.millhill.co/3gzuBQz

www.millhill.co/3gzuBQz
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Lockdown Thoughts
In 1919 The British Physicist, J J Thompson, on discovering the electron, said that ‘the electron owes its 
practical utility to its smallness’.

This was to parody Shakespeare’s assertion ‘I am great because I am so small’.

Exactly 100 years later, the idea of small things making a profound impact on society and the way we 
view our world was to reassert itself on a scale which has been unprecedented in our modern history.

This time, not an electron which has allowed us to rationalise our understanding of so much science, but 
a deadly virus, a contagion, which has rocked our institutions to their core, causing us to re-evaluate our 
relationship with the natural world and the economic models which have been steadfast for millennia.  

During this period, one event has brought into focus the disparity which exists in the economic 
infrastructure as highlighted by a BBC interview with the American writer, Baratunde Thurston:

‘The death of George Floyd sent shock waves around the world and has become a catalyst for demands 
for change. Millions have demonstrated in many different countries, calling for a change not just in 
policing, but in the way society treats black and ethnic minority people.’

During lockdown, the imposition of a global pause has allowed nations to re-examine what it means to be 
human. This is of particular interest in the context of the international composition of our school.

Come September, it is my hope that the universal call for all school curricula to change will be catapulted 
into a reality which witnesses a shift from eurocentric dominance and a move from the exploitation of 
resources both natural and human. 

I look forward to a time when we begin to realise a vision of a world which is in tune with the natural 
environment, and where we are all the same brand of human. 

Dr Biswas

“A change in direction 
will make a difference; 
it’s 2020, time for 
change.”

- Rashford
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Lockdown or Meltdown?
Lockdown and the resulting School closure has affected us all in different ways. For some it provided 
an opportunity to spend precious time with family, whilst for others it led to family squabbles. Many of 
my friends seemed to be undertaking impressive projects (one was building his own barbershop in the 
garage!) whereas I was happy that I had actually found time to do some spring-cleaning. 

One common theme was that we were all worried and, at times, this led to feelings of anxiety. These 
feelings are both natural and can be a necessary response (after all, anxiety is the body’s biological 
reaction to fear, a basic survival mechanism which helps to keep us safe). But what can we do when we 
want to calm our minds? One answer is to try to be ‘mindful’.

Mindfulness can be described in many ways but perhaps the simplest definition is that it is about ‘noticing 
now’. Taking time to be aware of what is around you without commenting on it or evaluating it. There are 
lots of different techniques but one I use is what I call the ‘View from my window’.  When you feel yourself 
feeling worried or anxious try the following: 

1) Look out of the nearest window
2) Allow your eyes to move around not looking at anything in particular
3) Let them naturally rest on something (a tree, a house, a fence, anything!)
4) Really look at it. What colour is it, what is it made up of, what do you think it would feel like if you

touched it?
5) Take a few moments to really take it in, take a deep breath and then return to what you were doing.

Give it a go next time you are worried or anxious and let me know if it works for you. 

Mrs Clossick 
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Lockdown Reading
I cannot believe that it has been 12 weeks since the UK went into lockdown. It feels like we are living in a 
very different world, what with COVID-19 and the global anti-racism movement in response to the racist 
killing of George Floyd in America. 

I have used the time during lockdown to try and seek out 
books and articles which help to try and explain more about 
the times we live in. Recently, I started reading ‘Black, 
Listed: Black British Culture Explored’ by Jeffrey Boakye, a 
fascinating read documenting the many names and labels 
(often offensive) placed on black people living in the UK. 
It reminded me of the thought-provoking talk the rapper 
Akala gave at the ‘Festival of Education’ last year and how 
these terms are used to create ‘otherness’. Akala’s book 
‘Natives’ is an excellent biography and essay on how British 
colonial history and the class system has shaped much of 
the injustice we see today.

Finally, I read an affecting account in the ‘New Statesman’ of the work of 
Dr Jim Down, the lead intensive care consultant at UCLH. It was a truly 
fascinating and gripping insight into the work of his team of  doctors 
and nurses who cared for COVID patients on the night of the peak of 
the pandemic in London, often with only seconds to make life-saving 
decisions. 

Reading has to be the most nourishing activity in these times, and I think 
back to the message of World Book Day this year: Reading is Power.

Which books have you read during lockdown?

Mr Pritchett
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While time stands still
27 years ago, almost to the date, I gave a speech 
in front of the whole school at my then school’s 
Prize giving.   Never in a million years would I 
imagine that some of the words I wrote for that 
occasion would be almost the exact words that 
explain how I feel today.

The words I wrote were:” The important thing for 
me about this whole experience is what I have 
actually learned from it.   I have learned how 
important it is to know how to appreciate what 
we have while we still have it.  I have also learned 
that it is crucial to accept people for who they are 
deep down and not judge them by their name, 
race, age, sex or simply the clothes they are 
wearing.  I have also learned that helping others 
to better themselves is a way of helping yourself 
be a better person.”

What I was referring to at that time was my 
personal journey of leaving my homeland (former 
Yugoslavia) due to a civil war, coping with the 
loss of identity and being away from my family 
while starting a new life in a foreign country.  And 
whilst at times it was heart breaking, my situation 
was nowhere near as devastating as it could 
have been,  but the whole experience made me 
stronger and more determined to succeed. That 
is not to say that it did not have consequences or 
lasting effects.  

It may not come as a surprise then, that the events 
of the last 3 months invited the past back into my 
life!  As life as we knew it ended almost overnight, 
as time simply  stood still and the reality of the 
lockdown and feeling helpless in the face of the 
pandemic became the norm, I started to reflect 
on things.  And as the tragic event from the US 
and its subsequent response by people across 
the globe unfolded, forcing us to re-examine the 
world we live in, I started to recount my journey 
and it reminded me about the important things 
in life. It is why the words that meant so much 
over two and a half decades ago have come to 
mean so much again and why I remain motivated 
and see hope opposed to feeling demoralised or 
fearful.

While initially I was alarmed about the prospect 
of time standing still, in fact, it turns out that I am 
extremely grateful for it. I am grateful for it as I 
have been able to spend time with my son, my 
partner and my Grandma and enjoy every single 
minute of it, all 128,160 of them and counting!

Ms Bjelica
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Lockdown Letters to the Elderly
The elderly have been most affected by loneliness during the lockdown, especially those who reside 
in care homes. Not being allowed to have visits from friends and families has had a huge impact on 
increasing their feelings of loneliness. As many of you know, we are active volunteers at a local care home 
so during lockdown I asked the care home if there was anything that we could do to help during such a 
difficult time. It was suggested that we could write letters to the residents to let them know that someone 
was thinking of them. 

Rakhat wrote a lovely letter to a resident called Anne-Marie who is 95 years old. In it, Rakhat told Anne-
Marie about her hobbies and what she had been doing during lockdown. She told Anne-Marie about 
learning to cook traditional dishes from Kyrgyzstan and about playing the piano and ukulele and about 
drawing, reading and listening to music. 

We are sure that the letter contributed to Anne-Marie feeling more connected to the local community 
and helped combat any feelings of loneliness that she may have had. We look forward to the day when 
we can visit the residents in person and carry on our community service.

Miss Moustafa

Creative Writing
This term, Year 9 pupils learned the art of ‘show don’t tell’ to enhance their creative writing technique. 
‘Show don’t tell’ involves describing the behaviour and feelings of a character without explicitly stating 
it to the reader. Using an anime video clip as the central climax of their story, pupils were tasked with 
writing an exciting beginning and shocking end for the story. The assignment gave pupils the opportunity 
to consolidate the skills they learned over the course of the academic year: varied sentence structures, 
use of varied sentence structures and challenging vocabulary. Congratulations to Chuck Hu and Alim 
Mahmood for a very accomplished piece of writing.

Ms Delatour



Page 12

The Art of Storytelling
Telling stories is fundamental to human life, not 
only because it helps us make sense of the world, 
but because it allows us to experience different 
cultures, histories, morals and values. This is why 
writing a creative story is part of iGCSE English 
exam curriculum.

Stories allow the audience to travel back in time and 
experience the values of the different people from 
a different time. Through tales of Greek Mythology, 
such as that of Prometheus Bound where the Titan 
Prometheus gives humanity fire so it can flourish 
despite angering the other Gods we learn how one 
should do the right thing even if it means angering 
those in power. We can get a glimpse into the 
ancient Middle East by reading One Thousand and 
One Nights, a piece which demonstrates how a 
good story can entertain and make people forget 
the realities they live in. We escape into possible 
futures by reading books such as the dystopian, 
The Hunger Games, which serves as a warning to 
the type of society we do not want to become.

All these stories have one thing in common, they 
are used to influence their audience. The stories 
provoke thought, understanding, acceptance 
or are written to convince people to adopt the 
values of the writer. In fact, telling stories, is used 
to influence people on a personal and public level 
across all industries. All great leaders tell stories 
to inspire their workers by talking about their 
company goals and mission. Advertisers uses 
stories to influence the goods they are selling. 
World leaders use speeches to provide us with 
images of how they want to run and rule society, 
so that they are voted in.

Therefore, we should not underestimate the 
power of telling good stories and we should be 
encouraging our pupils to create and build these 
skills not only because it’s a part of their GCSE 
English exam curriculum but because it will help 
them throughout their lives.

So, how can we help our pupils build these 
skills?  Like the character Scheherazade  in 
One Thousand and One Nights, we should 
read inspiring stories to our pupils and discuss 
them. We should allow pupils to write their own 
characters and ideas and help them build new 
worlds and ultimately to read, read and read. If 
we feed their imagination and vocabulary, they 
can create new worlds that we have not yet even 
imagined living in.

I look forward to September to having the 
opportunity to do this once again!

Miss Bano
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Physics in the News
Is there anybody out there? And if so, how many of you?!

Have you ever wondered who, or what, we share our galaxy with? 

Recently in the news, cutting edge research by Christopher Conselice et al, at the University of Nottingham, 
has given us an idea of the number of civilisations in our galaxy that can communicate with each other. 
The researchers refined the Drake equation, a famous equation developed in 1961 by astronomer Frances 
Drake, to estimate the number of intelligent civilisations, with new data and assumptions in order to 
come up with the estimate that there are more than 30 civilisations in the galaxy that are contactable. 
Christopher Conselice said “I think it is extremely important and exciting because for the first time 
we really have an estimate for this number of active intelligent, communicating civilisations that we 
potentially could contact and find out there is other life in the universe – something that has been a 
question for thousands of years and is still not answered,”.  Unfortunately, whilst this development is 
extremely exciting, there is no way to prove that the results are correct as it is impossible to test due to 
limitations in current techniques.

Let’s hope one day the techniques are such that we can make contact!

Dr Mahlmeister
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The Kitchen Cupboard and Garden: a Source of 
Inspiration for Teaching Biology
Teaching remotely online has been challenging. It requires imagination, ingenuity 
and a sense of humour. Sitting in my small bedroom, which looks out over a typical 
north London street, I could not imagine that this inconspicuous room would be 
my classroom and Biology lab over the next 3 months. But this is exactly what it 
has become and how memorable an experience it has been!

I have had many scary moments waiting tentatively for my laptop to reboot, hoping 
that the internet would work so that I could link into Zoom. There were times when 
it was hit and miss but, so far, my laptop has been reliable apart from one small 
blip last week. In one lesson I recall losing my class online during a Zoom meeting, 
I could hear them but I couldn’t see them, it took a few minutes of pushing a few 
buttons until I eventually found the class. The funny thing was that, although I was 
panicking, the class were none the wiser! 

There have been two memorable online Biology lessons which will stick with me 
forever. 

The first one was with Year 9, to which we brought our toothbrush and toothpaste! 
In the previous lesson we had been learning about the structure and the function 
of the tooth. This lesson’s learning outcomes included what procedures we could 
take to prevent tooth decay. Looking through my kitchen cupboard I collected 
resources for the lesson which included bicarbonate of soda (sodium hydrogen 
carbonate) which is an alkaline substance found in our toothpaste and white 
vinegar which acted as the lactic acid that bacteria produce in our mouth after 
eating carbohydrates. Using a glass ramekin (which I usually bake my mini soufflés 
in) I demonstrated a simple neutralisation reaction. Pupils saw the formation of salt, 
water and the effervescence of carbon dioxide. We discussed how bicarbonate 
of soda reduces the acidity in our mouths, which is an important part in the 
prevention of tooth cavities. Pupils learnt that toothpaste in their countries and 
here in the UK both contain the same main ingredient of bicarbonate of soda. The 
second common ingredient in our toothpaste is sodium fluoride, a halogen, which 
destroys microbes. 

Pablo, a small dachshund, and a carnivorous animal played an important part in 
my second memorable lesson. In the lesson, Pablo kindly showed us his canine 
teeth. A great teaching tool which reinforced that different mammals have 
different teeth structures based on the food substances that they primarily eat. 
Unfortunately, my cute grey cat did not oblige and left the room as soon as it was 
her turn to show her teeth!

I am a very keen gardener. I have been fortunate enough to have an outdoor space 
in which to roam and potter around from time to time over the last few months. 
The garden has been my living laboratory and a great source of teaching materials 
and resources. Using what I have in the garden I have been able to include 
demonstrating flower dissections, germination of seeds and plant cloning in my 
online curriculum. Year 10, are currently producing clone plants which I hope will 
divide and thrive over the next few weeks. We’ll have to wait until September to 
see how successful they have been!

Miss Langrish
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The Importance of Statistics
One of the things the current global pandemic has done is highlight the need to be numerate and have 
an understanding of Statistics. Although numeracy has been identified as a core skill, its development 
is sometimes impeded by the common catchphrase, “Where would I use this in the real world?” Well, as 
we have seen during our various stages of lockdown, it has become “the real world”. Our Prime Minister 
and his Cabinet constantly say that they are making decisions based on The Science. That isn’t entirely 
correct. Science does play a part in this situation, but the truth is the decisions that are taken largely 
depend on the numbers.

Statistics is more than playing with numbers. Its purpose is to provide answers to questions using the 
information that we currently have. It is true that there are many techniques that are employed in data 
analysis but these have been developed to deal with the vast number of questions that are presented to 
analysts and the limited information that is given. It is like building a puzzle, the more pieces you have, 
the clearer the picture. All of the pieces aren’t needed to have an idea of what the picture should be. 

Oracy is the common thread that binds all of what we do at MMHI. In keeping with our focus, the following 
is a list of words which was once only used among statisticians and those involved in quantitative research, 
and have now entered day to day language bearing their statistical meaning: 

R Value Model Flattening Curve Epidemiology 
Rolling Average Mean Regression Percentage 
Cohort Odds Ratio Gradient Likelihood Rate 

Datasets Randomised Trials Time Series 
P-Value Sample Frequency Cumulative Count 

Mr Garsee
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Computer Science and 
Mathematics
Well, what have we done this term, I wonder? It’s all work-
at-home for now, and that means even more IT equipment 
to use which makes us become even more heavily 
dependent upon our precious internet. Well, I’m enjoying 
it anyway!

Nevertheless, sometimes even computer science people 
need to go out into the forest and photograph some 
animals. Ok, I’ve done that! Raspberry Pi computer, 
Python program, just like Alessandro and Alireza did last 
year. Take a look at what I found:

Mathematics lessons have been fun (for me anyway) 
because even if most of my pupils are too scared to 
turn on their camera in Zoom lessons, we have always 
managed to do a Zoom class test.

Finally, Computer Science A level bridging lessons turned 
to safety and security. We learned about passwords and 
how they can be broken so easily. We used help from the 
Computerphile YouTube channel which is run by Dr Mike 
Pound from Nottingham University. We learned about 
brute force and dictionary attacks on hashed password 
lists, and how to become super-user on a Unix server 
machine.  We learned this for our own protection, and 
rather disappointingly for some pupils, we didn’t really 
look at how to perform this password cracking!

Mr Evans
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Maths Challenge
Back by popular demand, here is Mr Raymond’s summer Maths Challenge! Send your answers in an email 
to Mr Raymond…

Questions 1

Question 2
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Question 3

Question 4

GOOD LUCK!

Mr Raymond 
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The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes: A Hunger Games Novel by Suzanne Collins
Fans of the Hunger Games series will definitely want to read this compelling new novel. 
Set around the 10th annual Hunger Games, the novel focuses on 18-year old Coriolanus 
Snow who is given the humiliating task of mentoring the female tribute from lowly District 
12. Coriolanus must grapple with his need to follow the rules and survival.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
This powerful and gripping novel tells the story of 16 year old Starr who lives between two 
worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh suburban 
high school. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr witness a fatal 
shooting of her unarmed best friend, by a police officer. Inspired by the Black Lives 
Movement, this is a novel about inequality, police violence and 21st century prejudice.

Midnight Sun by Stephenie Meyer (release date 04/08/20)
Edward Cullen and Bella Swan’s love story has become iconic. In this long anticipated 
companion novel we return to the story but this time from the point of view of Edward. 
We learn more details about Edward’s past and the complexity of his inner thoughts.

Summer Reading Suggestions
Young Adult Reads

With the unprecedented situation we find ourselves, there is little doubt that this summer will be unlike 
any other. 

Most of us will have more time on our hands so this is the perfect time to get lost in a good novel. 

How about trying one of these Young Adult reads:

His Dark Materials Trilogy by Philip Pullman
Philip Pullman’s trilogy was published between 1995 and 2000 and 
has become a modern classic beloved by adults and teenagers alike. It 
has been adapted for stage and screen many times, most recently in a 
2019 BBC/HBO collaboration. The trilogy tells the story of orphan Lyra 
and her animal daemon. Her destiny will take her to the frozen lands of 
the Artic and will have consequences far beyond her own world.

The Bombs that Brought us Together by Brian Conaghan
Charlie Law, 14, has lived in Little Town all of his life. He knows the rules and that you don’t 
want to get on the wrong side of the people who run Little Town. But then he meets Pavel 
Duda, a refugee and the rules start to get broken. Then the bombs come, and the soldiers 
and Little Town changes for ever. Charlie wants to keep everyone happy and the people 
he loves safe. This is a story of war as seen through the eyes of those growing up in it.
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Five Feet Apart by Rachael Lippincott, Mikki Daughtry and Tobias Iaconis
Stella and Will are Cystic Fibrosis patients. In this moving story, our protagonists fall in 
love with just one minor complication – they can’t get within a few feet of each other 
without risking their lives. This novel chronicles their love story and their battle with 
their disease and the isolation that comes with having it. If you enjoyed John Green’s 
fault in Our Stars then you will definitely enjoy this. Make sure you have a box of tissues 
ready though.

One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus
Five pupils go to detention. Only four leave alive. Investigators conclude it’s no accident 
and that all four of them are suspects in the death of outsider Simon. This is a tense 
murder mystery written from multiple points of view. The cryptic clues and plot twists 
will keep you guessing and on the edge of your seat. 

The Kingdom of Back by Marie Lu
The story of Nannerl Mozart, sister of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Like her brother, she 
has a talent and passion for music and longs to be a composer. However, as a young 
woman in 18th century Europe this is forbidden and she will perform only until she 
reaches marriageable age. As her brother’s talents grow her desire to be remembered 
seems impossible until she meets a mysterious stranger from a magical land. He has 
the power to make her wish come true but it may cost her everything. A story of music 
and magic and the bond between a brother and a sister. 

Wilder Girls by Rory Power
Wilder Girls is Rory Power’s debut novel. A harrowing dystopian horror story of three 
boarding school girls stuck on a remote island off the coast of Maine, under quarantine 
from a strange and deadly virus called the Tox. When Byatt goes missing, Hetty will do 
anything to find her, even if it means breaking quarantine and facing the horrors that 
life beyond the fence. As she digs deeper, she learns disturbing truths. 

Down and Across by Arvin Ahmadi
Scott Ferdowsi is a 16 year old Iranian-American who runs away from home and ends 
up having a summer of adventure. It’s about a boy dealing with the mounting pressure 
of deciding a future path. The moral of the story: it’s all going to be okay.

We’d love to hear what you think of these suggested reads. Read something else that you’d recommend 
to others? Let us know!

Source: All descriptions have been adapted from publishers’ blurbs at www.waterstones.com

Miss Proudlove

www.waterstones.com
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Top Ten Tips for improving your English over 
the Summer!
Here are some fun and practical ways in which you can keep your English up over the summer months:
1. Surround yourself with English
2. Even though you may have returned to your home country, find ways to make English part of your

everyday life at home, like writing your shopping list, read a newspaper, listen to the radio or listen
to an English podcast.

3. Practise listening to English spoken at normal speed, even if you don’t understand everything.
Try to listen without seeing things written down and listen to things several times to catch any
interesting or unusual vocabulary. Listening to free English podcasts are a great way to do this.

4. Watch television and films in English
Try watching a new series on Amazon Prime or Netflix without the English subtitles!

5. Make notes of new vocabulary
Every time you come across a new English word either by hearing it or reading it, write it down. Find
out the meaning, is it informal or formal? Can you say it? Put it in a sentence. Wait a couple of days
and then test yourself, can you remember it? By the end of the holidays go back over the words and
test yourself again, you will be amazed by how much your vocabulary has improved.

6. Listen to British and American music
Find a new playlist on Spotify of British or American music. Find tracks by artists with strong lyrics
such as those by ‘The Beatles’, ‘Ed Sheeran’, ‘The Cure’, ‘Bruno Mars’, ‘Adele’, ‘Sam Smith’, ‘Maroon
5’ or ‘Taylor Swift,’ for example. You’ll be amazed by how much English you will pick up.

7. Learn English idioms and phrasal verbs
Although it is important to learn academic vocabulary, idioms and phrasal verbs are extremely
common in everyday English conversations.
Try to learn a new idiom or phrasal verb a day.

8. Change the language on your social media or smartphone to English
Turn the language on social media or your smartphone onto English then you will have no choice
but to use English!

9. Remember your mistakes - try to correct yourself if you make a mistake in speaking or writing. What
are the mistakes you always make with the present perfect, for example. Try to fix them and try to
be more accurate.

10. Write every day in English. Write a journal or an email to a friend or old teacher from school!
11. Read in English everyday, it could be an online newspaper, magazine or an English novel. If you

read on a Kindle, use ‘My Word List’ to remember difficult words. Once you’ve finished reading,
go back over the words and try to remember them. There are many cheap or free books out of
copyright on the Kindle store or Google Books such as Sherlock Holmes.
• www.skola.co.uk/tips-improving-english
• www.ef.com/wwen/blog/language/learn-english-with-songs/

Mr Pritchett

www.skola.co.uk/tips-improving-english
www.skola.co.uk/tips-improving-english


Page 22

A Year in Photos
They say that a picture paints a thousand words. Here is a look back at our year in photos. What  great 
fun we had!

Mr Michael
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Prize Winners 2019-2020
Year 9 Prizes for Effort and Achievement

Carina
Chow

Lizbet
Fraatz

Year 10 Prizes for Effort

Henan
Wu

Sara
Hettiarachchi

Iris 
Guo

Year 10 Prizes for Achievement

Alireza
Shabaniverki

Alessandro
D’Aloia

Victor
Kimani

Fast Track Prizes for Effort and Achievement

Nuray
Abdulkaykovay

Yuting
Rui

Qiwen 
Chen
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Year 11 Prizes for Effort

Kamil
Medzhidov

Mariia
Shishkova

Lucy
 Liu

Yihan 
He

Fayzullah
Shamsiev

Year 11 Prizes for Achievement

Mabel 
Rutter

Xinran
Zhang

Koray
Baykam

Cindy 
Zhao
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Major Prizes
Outstanding Contribution (Academic) Outstanding Contribution (Co-Curricular)

Jenny 
Cheng

Sharlotta
Lakotseva

Outstanding Contribution to the School and wider community

Krish
Anadkat
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Farewell to three Members of Staff
Two teachers will be leaving us at the end of the School year to move to pastures new. 

Mr Evans, has been at the School for the last two years as Computer 
Science and Mathematics teacher. In addition to teaching, Mr Evans 
has been a much-loved Tutor and kind colleague; always with good 
humour and happy to help at all times, he has been a cheerful 
presence in the School.  His fascination in the night sky and the 
nocturnal animals at The Mount, Mill Hill International has been his 
joy and our delight that he has shared it with us. 

Ms McDonagh has also been at the School for two years. In a short 
time, she has not only led the Geography and Humanities department, 
but she was also the Teaching and Learning Coordinator and the 
Newly Qualified Teacher Coordinator. Immensely professional, 
generous with her time and with good cheer, Miss McDonagh and 
has been the driving force in helping the School achieve its excellent 
academic standards. 

We wish them both every success in their new schools and thank them for their care and dedication they 
have shown.

Mr Peter Lawson, Housemaster of Collinson House, will be retiring after just 
over 30 years’ service to Mill Hill School at the end of the Summer Term. Mr 
Lawson’s distinguished career at Mill Hill began in 1989 when he joined the 
School as Head of French, later to become Head of Modern Languages. In 
2003 he became Housemaster of Priestley House and in 2005 Housemaster 
of Collinson House. Mr Lawson has witnessed many changes in the Schools 
during his time at Mill Hill and has raised his two daughters here. The one 
thing that has not changed is Mr Lawson’s dedication and commitment to 
boarding. His boarders will remember him not only for his inimitable sense of 
humour, but mostly for his unwavering support for all the pupils in his care. 
He has always held firm his fundamental belief in finding the goodness in all 
pupils; and the Schools have been enrichened by his deep understanding of 
the members of his house.   

We wish him all the fulfilment and happiness he deserves in his retirement, 
offering our sincere gratitude to him for his service to the Foundation.  
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A fond farewell to our Year 11 Pupils
Well, what a year 2019- 2020 has been! We started the year back in September at the Welcome Reception, 
eating Natalie’s delicious cakes and drinking tea in the sunshine, and it ends with our first ever online 
Prize Giving (with virtual clapping) and all of you scattered across the world. Although this year might not 
have quite gone to plan, it is worth remembering all the great things that have happened, in this your final 
year of High School and your final year at The Mount, Mill Hill International.

I asked your teachers which memories had ‘stuck’ in their minds and I had a lot to choose from! Here is 
just a selection. Who do you think said what?

“The Year 11s chattering excitedly as they came through the gates on the very 
first day.” “Litter picking in the rain.” “Making strawberry lace DNA

with my tutor group.” “Mr Garsee and Mr Raymond’s tutor group ‘rocking it’ 
on stage in the Christmas song competition.” “Veronika and Povy shining in 
Dodgeball whilst wearing designer outfits!” “Charlotte doing the longest ‘squat’ 

during the session on resilience during induction!” “The very resourceful 
group of pupils who always found a game to play during breaktime 

– whatever the weather.” “The Pupil Council reps and all the amazing
work they did.” “Ioannis, using Mr Lury as his model for his DT project and

slightly misunderstanding what a ‘bicep’ measurement was… and measuring it 
at 1 metre!” “Hossein and Alex bravely joining the Roller Disco Club 

and Alex skating to Hossein’s rescue every time he fell over!” “Gabin, 
who frequently reminded his tutors about what they were supposed to be 

doing.” “Burak shouting ‘hello Miss!’ very LOUDLY every time I entered 
the common room.” “Marco, Koray, Max and Sadra playing for the Mill Hill 
basketball team and winning the area cup!” “Cooking and eating lemon 
risotto.” “The Year 11 contribution to the Pupil Council from raising money 

for the anti-bullying alliance (ABA) to wearing funky socks and cooking cakes 
at 7.30am in the morning.” “The members of the Mindfulness Matters 

club lying on the floor, covered in blankets trying out ‘Yoga Nidra’ with 
Akiho trying not to giggle.” “Playing volleyball with Brian, Burak and Maxim 

who did not shy away from defending a strong spike!” “The group deciding 
that they should listen to memorable music rather than read which lead 

to a great assembly.” “DT nicknames especially, ‘Krish the dish’.”

There are so many more memories that I could have included but I hope that these few will help you to 
remember what an amazing year you all have had. 



Page 28

We wish you all the very best of luck as you take the next step on your journey. Goodbye, good luck, 
and to those returning to Mill Hill in September, we look forward to seeing you soon!

Nuray Krish Madalina Rakhat Omer Koray 
Qiwen Harry Jenny Brian Povy Alex Hossein 

Marco Akiho Parmis Yihan Charlotte Aza Othniel 
Sadra Polina Prisha Dana Veronika Cristina Liz 
Emily Vivian Lucy Lalin Evita Ioannis Dragos 
Puhang Mabel Burak Fayzulla Jahangir Mariia 

Zoe Eytan Hugo Adil Yuhan Sheila Cindy Nikki
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Looking Forward
As England carefully lifts its lockdown and life as we know it slowly resumes, we can all breathe a sigh of 
relief and look forward to the start of the autumn term. When asked what they were looking forward to 
most in September, staff and pupils replied with the following:

 ‘I want to achieve 
my dreams’

- Marco

‘I’m looking forward to 
starting my A Level study’

- Rakhat

‘I’m looking forward to 
getting well prepared 

for my GCSEs’
- Alim

‘I’m looking forward to 
passing my GCSEs’

- Mary

‘‘I’m looking forward to 
starting my one year 

Foundation programme.’
- Parmis

‘I’m looking forward to School 
reopening in September to see 

my friends and all the good 
teachers at MMHI’

- Alireza

‘I’m looking forward to 
my new life at Mill Hill 

Senior School’
-Yihan ‘I’m looking forward to 

passing my GCSEs’
- Mary

‘I’m looking forward to 
moving into Burton Bank 

with Shelia and Jia.’
- Cindy

‘I’m looking forward to 
getting better grades’

- Alfredo

‘I’m looking forward to 
just surviving 2020!’

- Alessandro
‘I’m looking forward 

to life in the 
boarding house’

- Hanna

‘September 
means 

happiness’
- Prisha

‘I’m looking forward to 
studying my favourite 

subject: Biology.’
- Povy

‘I’m looking forward to 
getting better grades in 

all my subjects.’
- Iris

‘I’m looking forward to 
achieving higher grades in 
all subjects and to making 

some new friends.’
- Herman

‘I’m looking forward to 
the School reopening in 

September and to being able 
to play more basketball.’

- Haotong

‘I’m looking forward 
to returning to a good 
school and having a 

successful life’
- Burak

‘I’m looking forward to 
starting my A levels in 
subjects that I enjoy’

- Nuray
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 ‘I can’t wait to be standing  
at the School gates, greeting  

our returning pupils and 
welcoming the new joiners.”

- Marco

‘I’m looking forward to 
seeing a piece of theatre 

and introducing the Pupils 
to the magical world of 

stage’
- Miss Bano

‘I’m looking forward to 
new challenges and to 

teaching A Levels again!’
- Ms McDonagh

‘I am looking forward to 
the time when this period 
of time in our lives will be 

but a distant memory!’
- Miss Bjelica

‘Come September, it is my hope that the 
universal call for all school curricula to change 

will be catapulted into a reality which witnesses 
a shift from Eurocentric dominance as well as 

a move from the exploitation of resources both 
natural and human.’

- Dr Biswas

‘I’m looking forward to 
lots of lovely lunches 
cooked by Natalie!’

- Mr Bedford

‘I’m looking forward to 
meeting all of our lovely 
new pupils in person and 

welcoming back some 
familiar faces’

- Mr Lury

‘As the reigning chess champion 
at MMHI I am still looking for any 

contenders to dethrone me at 
the chess club. I look forward to 

challenges from new and current 
pupils, as well as from any teachers! 

Best of luck’
- Alfredo

‘I’m looking forward to seeing 
pupils sitting in the sunshine, 
chatting on the steps of the 
terrace at breaktimes and 

lunchtimes.
- Miss Proudlove

‘The thing I look forward 
to the most in September 
is that we all can get back 
into the art studio and use 

the equipment.’
- Hanna

‘I’m looking forward to 
meeting people face to 

face again in September.’
- Mr Pritchett

‘I’m looking forward to visiting art 
galleries and exhibitions with my 
friends and visiting my family and 

friends in France and Ireland.’
- Herman

‘I’m looking forward to 
catching up with colleagues 
over a cup of coffee and a 

Jaffa cake.’
- Mrs Clossick

Have a great summer break, stay safe and well and we 
look forward to seeing you in September!
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Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk/international

The Mount, Mill Hill International
Milespit Hill
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 2RX

+44 (0)20 3826 3333
millhill.org.uk/international

Follow us  
@MillHillIntl  




