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Saturday 3 October 2020
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Summarised below are the responses to the
questions asked during Grimsdell’s virtual Open
Morning on 3 October 2020.

Academic Questions
Do you use the Singapore Maths Mastery model?
We follow the Herts for Learning Maths Mastery
curriculum with elements based on the Singapore
Maths Mastery model of using a concrete, pictorial
and abstract way of approaching maths.
Which teaching programme is used at Grimsdell?
Is it the IB or the English programme?
We follow the National Curriculum and the Early
Years Foundation Stage statutory framework in
Nursery and Reception.
What actions have you taken in the learning
environment in respect of the recent Black Lives
Matter movement?
To review our curriculum with a view to ensure and
widen diversity across our whole school topics.
Ensuring that key BAME events are covered and
that classroom environments/displays include
positive images of BAME communities. To review
and purchase books to include stories with positive
BAME lead characters and authors, increasing the
diversity of new books in the school and reviewing
some of the existing books in classroom reading
baskets and the school library. Adding specific
lessons to our PSHEE curriculum – in particular,
supporting children with challenging racial
stereotypes. Seeking views/thoughts from our
black families in school to find out what else we
could be doing/what do they want to see, surveys
or meeting with families.
Do you have anything related to computer
programming as a part of the IT course? If so,
which year does it start?
We teach programming through floor robots from
Nursery and Reception. In Year 1 we use Purple Mash
to teach programming through a range of games. In
Year 2 we dedicate a half term to following a coding
module in Purple Mash, as well as other coding
and programming games including Osmo coding
Awbie.

How did you tackle the challenge of remote
learning?
In Nursery and Reception Tapestry is used as the
Learning Platform and in Year 1 and Year 2 Google
Classroom is used. In Year 1 and Year 2, each
day pupils will receive a pre-recorded lesson in
English, Maths, Topic. In addition to this, children
will receive a pre-recorded PE, Music, Enrichment,
Computing and Library pre-recorded lesson each
week. Children will have a live form period every
week and a live Guided Reading session.
At what age do they start learning a foreign
language? Could you please talk a bit more about
this part of the curriculum?
French is taught at Grimsdell in Year 1 and continues
into Year 2. In Early Years we have had visiting
parents come into class and teach their mother
tongue to children as part of our International Week.
How does the cross-foundation curriculum
compare to other learning institutions in the
event that a family has to move away, city or even
country? i.e. to ensure that the child doesn’t
struggle at the new institution?
The curriculum content is based on the National
Curriculum programmes of study for every subject
area thus ensuring continuity of knowledge and
skills. In addition, our creative curriculum gives
us the capacity to develop essential 21st century
learning skills which are transferable life skills. Our
educational philosophy is to foster independence
and resilience enabling children to adapt to new
and differing situations.
What are the expectations in terms of homework
and balancing extra-curricular activities?
In Year 1 and Year 2 the compulsory homework
expectations are reading and spellings/dictation.
In addition to this, children are provided with 3
optional tasks to complete each week. We offer a full
extra-curricular programme with up to 10 additional
activities per week to choose from. These have also
continued remotely during Covid-19 with sessions
over Zoom. We believe our homework and extracurricular activities provide a balanced approach
enabling children to do more or less depending on
their family arrangements each week.

To what extent do you use subject specialists for
teaching?
We are very fortunate to have specialist teachers for
PE (twice a week), Music (twice a week), Computing
(once a week), Art, French (once a week) and Library
Skills (once a week).
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Co-curricular and
Sports Questions
You have a great reputation for sports. Would
children who have other passions thrive at
Grimsdell?
We pride ourselves on the performing and creative
arts and these are identified as areas of strength in
our recent inspection report.
Which instruments are taught at the school?
Children can learn the violin, keyboard and ukulele
in small groups, but they also use a range of
instruments in their regular music lessons. Choral
sessions are an integral part of the music curriculum
during covid-free times.

Admissions Questions
Which nurseries would you recommend to help
prepare our son (currently 6 months old) to
transition to Grimsdell? Are there any nurseries
that have similar teaching styles to Grimsdell?
Many children attend Rocking Horse or Bright Stars
prior to Grimsdell Nursery at three years old. We
don’t affiliate with a specific nursery.
How many groups do you have in reception, and
how many children in each group?
There are three classes in Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 with approximately 18 in a class.
At what age can my child start at Grimsdell?
They have to be three before September 1st to join
our Nursery. This is the earliest entry point.
Are there vacancies for entry into Year 1?
There are sometimes chance vacancies in Year 1.
Children on the Waiting List would be invited in for
an assessment to ensure they were working at least
at expected levels for the age group.
When do you start making offers to children
following assessments in January?
We make the offers on 29th January and the deadline
for acceptances is 5th February.

Could we ask a little more about the number of
families applying for both nursery and reception,
and how the application process works?
We have over 100 families applying for each year
group and will usually see the first 80 who have
registered. When people drop out of the process
we are able to fill those interview slots with children
from the reserve list who are not offered an interview
in the first batch.
What’s the difference between Grimsdell and
Belmont?
Grimsdell accept children at age three and Belmont
accept children at age seven.
How many applications do you receive for the 3 +
entrance level?
Usually over 100.
If you don’t go to the nursery, do you have
the same chance to getting into reception?
If you don’t get into Nursery your child will
automatically be invited for a Reception entry
interview. There are fewer places offered in
Reception.
What proportion of the children stay on to
Belmont?
The majority stay on. The average is 90%.
When do you need to register for 4+?
The earlier you register the more likely you are to
be offered an interview. However, once offered an
interview an early registration does not give you an
advantage in being offered a place.
How does the 4+ assessment work? Are children
assessed in birth month groups?
Children are interviewed 1:1 and not in groups. We
take into consideration their birth month during the
interview and when making decisions. We always
offer to a range of birth months.
Do you have end of year assessments? And if a
child doesn’t do well, say at the end of his time
at Grimsdell will that be a challenge regarding
entering the next school at Mill Hill?
We are looking for children to make progress at their
level and most will either achieve this or exceed.
If they have struggled academically, support will
have been put in place and this will be managed in
the transition and handover between the schools.
Occasionally a child may not be suitable for Belmont
and this will be discussed at the end of Year 1 and
early Year 2 in order to establish a better fit school
for the child.
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How would you assess a child who is quite shy with
new people at assessment, and may not talk a lot
(despite talking non-stop at home!)?
We learn about your child from you during the
assessment and refer to reports from their current
setting to get a full picture.
With
the
current
COVID-19
situation,
traveling for assessments is difficult. Is
there an option to do assessments virtually?
We appreciate this predicament. It is a difficult
task with three or four year olds as it is hard to
‘play’ across the screen. However, please contact
admissions direct and we will see if arrangements
can be made.
How do you assess the skills required for admission
and what happens on the assessment day?
We interact and observe each child in natural play
and may encourage them to tackle a range of tasks
or allow them to stick with one and use this to
explore other skills. The children stay in the room
with their parents and the session is informal.

Our son is bilingual (Spanish/ English) as my wife is
a non-native bilingual speaker. Do you take this into
account when you assess their communication at
the assessment?
We have many pupils who start Grimsdell who
speak an additional language and appreciate that
English may not the first language. We take this into
consideration at the interview and are interested
to hear about language development in their first
language.
What is the diversity split at Grimsdell?
We are a fully diverse and multicultural community.
Will it be possible to have socially distant-abiding
physical tours on the premises?
At the moment we cannot do this due to government
guidelines around school and the need to limit
contacts where possible. We hope to be able to
offer this again soon.

Operations Questions

Do children at Grimsdell have priority access to
Mill Hill?
If Grimsdell pupils progress to Belmont, they have
priority into Mill Hill.

What are the nursery/prep day timings for ages 3+?
The morning session begins at 8.20am and runs
until 11.35am. The afternoon session begins at
12.20pm and ends at 3.05pm.

Roughly what percentage of Grimsdell students
are normally invited to continue on to Belmont?
And how many normally stay through to Mill Hill?
On average 90% will transition. This is a similar rate
at Belmont to Mill Hill.

How often are Forest School classes held in
Reception?
Forest school is once a week in Reception. We also
introduce Forest School into Nursery once a week
in the Spring Term.

If a child has been registered for year 2 but no
places are available are they automatically put
forward for Belmont, or do we need to apply
separately for each year?
You would need to apply separately for Belmont.

Are nursery children eligible for wrap-around care?
Yes the afternoon Nursery children can access our
Stay and Play facility.

Are the children entering at 3+ eligible to be taught
in the mornings and afternoons on each day or just
mornings or just afternoons?
The children attend the same session 5 days per
week, so it is either 5 mornings or 5 afternoons.
There is no mixing and matching.
How many places are available for 4+ intake?
Between 18-22, depending on how many Nursery
children progress on to Reception.

What COVID-19 measures are in place? Would
you say there is still a sense of connection
without apprehension with the children?
We have a full Risk Assessment which follows all the
government guidelines and focuses on adult social
distancing, hygiene (hand and respiratory) and a
system of year group Bubbles with many outdoor
learning spaces. The children are having as normal
an experience as possible and have all settled back
into full time school extremely well.
Are most families living locally? Is there any bus
system for the little ones for families who are
commuting a bit further?
Families come from many areas of North London,
not just locally. There is no bus service for the PrePrep but this is available from Year 3 in Belmont.
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Pastoral Questions
Mrs Simon mentioned the importance of learning
to win and lose. I am interested in the level of
competition encouraged, or is it more about
taking part?
It is mostly about taking part and giving your best
for the team, however in the process winning and
losing will be experienced so we bring growth
mind-set and Thrive in 5 into their vocabulary
around this. We do not discourage competition but
it’s important that we teach children how to handle
outcomes.
Do children stay in the same class throughout
Grimsdell?
The children are mixed at the end of every year
which enables them to make friends with everyone
in their year group. This has been really helpful for
their move to Belmont as they know most of the
cohort. The mixing is carried out in consultation
with teachers and children.
How have the pupils adjusted to being back to
school post-lockdown?
Brilliantly. They love being back at school and have
adapted back into school life quickly. We have a
pastoral tracker which helps us assess whether
children are finding this hard (or any other aspect
of life or school). We address this individually with
children and families but so far, lockdown has not
had the impact on behaviour or learning that we
feared.

What is Grimsdell’s approach to teaching children
discipline?
Our Promoting Positive Behaviour policy embraces
the power of positivity and our Thrive in 5 approach.
We use the Grimsdell Way as a hook for children
to hang their behaviour on. Language across the
school is always positive, for example instead of
‘don’t run’ we say ‘always walk’. A copy of our policy
is available on the website. The newest version is
being agreed by the governors and will be published
shortly.
Regarding
Emotional
Intelligence,
you’ve
mentioned teaching state management, resilience
and maintaining a positive outlook, what approach
do you take for teaching emotional agility for
processing more difficult feelings such as sadness
or anxiety?
We teach children about these feelings through
PSHE and assemblies and support them in
understanding the need to share and talk. ‘Share
our worries’ is a key component of The Grimsdell
Way (our code of conduct) and we have a range
of support measures in place through our pastoral
structures. Class teachers, mentors, mental health
first aiders and therapeutic provision such as play
therapy or counselling. Our children are also taught
mindfulness as part of the curriculum which has
proved very effective.

What is the religious affiliation if any of the school?
We are non-denominational but support Christian
values. We celebrate all festivals e.g. Diwali.
How do you provide global mind-set?
We are introducing a new strand into our curriculum
through an organisation called Votes for Schools,
which supports an antiracist mind-set and helps
children to understand and connect with the
Black Lives Matter principles. In addition we have
our ‘Learning Friends’ system that promotes 21st
Century learning skills. This complements our
Creative/skills based Curriculum whilst also linking
with Growth Mindset. We support and challenge our
children to continually grow as learners. Children
need to develop for themselves positive attitudes
and dispositions towards their learning. Ultimately
we need to ensure pupils have the skills, behaviours
and confidence to create, adapt and think in our
ever-changing world!
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Instilling values, inspiring minds
millhill.org.uk/Grimsdell

Grimsdell
Mill Hill Pre-Preparatory School
Winterstoke House
Wills Grove
Mill Hill
London NW7 1QR
020 8959 6884
millhill.org.uk/grimsdell
Follow us
@MillHillPrePrep
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