Virtual Open Morning Webinar Questions & Answers
Saturday 3 October 2020

Summarised below are the responses to the
questions asked during Mill Hill School’s virtual
Open Morning on 3 October 2020, along with the
questions, some of which have been condensed
or conflated.

From the Head,
Mrs Sanchez

What future plans are in place for Mill Hill School
with regard to academic provision?
Mill Hill School is an academically selective
school, with strong results. We are always building
and developing, and we have high aspirations
of all pupils academically. We add value to our
pupils’ learning, and we stretch and challenge
them in their learning. Our pupils’ destinations
are impressive and we are proud of our pupils’
academic successes. Our focus is always on the
future, and I am confident that our dedicated
approach to academic rigour, broad and balanced
curriculum and expert team of teachers is what
supports each individual to achieve highly in his or
her own way.
Any School who tells you they are happy with the
status quo is not ambitious enough in my opinion.
We are incredibly ambitious about academic
matters, and I work closely with the Deputy
Head (Academic), the Assistant Head (Teaching
& Learning) to ensure our focus is on excellent
learning, moving forward and aiming high.

Academic
Can you tell us more about your English
Department, in particular literature and creative
writing?
Our English curriculum has been entirely
redeveloped to follow a thematic approach rather
than a text based one. This allows pupils to engage
with dozens of authors, and their work, well beyond
examined material. Pupils are set one new piece
of literature each fortnight, to read an extract,
engage with the themes within and to take part
in a discussion in the lesson. They then begin a
piece of creative writing inspired by the piece. This
means that a wide range of authors, and voices
from a range of perspectives, are met. Pupils write
creatively as a matter of course.

Which subjects are set and which are taught in
mixed-ability groups? In the subjects which are
set, how many sets do you have?
English, Languages, Maths and the Sciences have
a top set(s), a support group and the rest of the
groups are mixed ability.
How many classes can Year 9s choose?
Fourth Form pupils only options are their second
language and whether or not to do Latin.
What foreign languages do you offer?
French, German and Spanish are taught right
through to A Level. We also offer Classical
Civilisation as a subject, in which Latin is taught.
We offer Greek off timetable.
How many Science labs do you have? Are there
different labs for different subjects?
We have five dedicated Physics labs, three
Chemistry labs and four Biology labs. There is also
a 'lecture hall' style room in the Crick Building,
named after our famous alumnus Sir Francis Crick.
This is typically used for the delivery of Chemistry
theory and Psychology.
How many hours a week do you have for A Level
Art lessons, and how long are the lessons in
general?
All A Level subjects have eight lessons per week,
at 40 minutes each. Many of our Art pupils make
use of the Sixth Form mezzanine in our largest Art
Studio between lessons to work on their projects
in their own time, too.
For Art A Level, can you focus solely on
photography and film-making?
While pupils will study a wide range of artists, in
a variety of disciplines, their approach to their
own work can be in the format of their choice. We
also have an incredible film-making club with a
dedicated audio-visual suite. The pupils in the club
made all of our videos on the micro-site!

Sixth Form
Does the Sixth Form also include the vertical
learning system with children from the Lower
School?
The Sixth Formers remain proud members of
their House, where they act as role models to the
younger pupils. There are leadership roles within
the House system and a healthy inter-house merit
cup for the older pupils to lead teams and guide
the younger pupils. However, they also have their
own space to foster independent learning and so
they can take advantage of both the horizontal
year group space and their vertical year group
House space.
Is A Level music heavily classical oriented, because
my son is more into jazz piano and singing?
The beauty of our Music A Level curriculum is that
pupils have a lot of say in their composition work.
It enables pupils to build on their strengths, and to
incorporate their own musical passions.
What is the maximum number of pupils in a Sixth
Form class?
Classes average is around 12, but some can reach
up to the mid to later teens when a subject proves
very popular to a particular year group.
What are the kinds of creative and design/
technology A Levels that pupils can take?
We have a good number of pupils each year who
take A Levels in Art, Music, Design and Technology
and Drama.
How many subjects are studied at A Level?
Pupils take three subjects, from a range of 25
options. If they also wish to take Further Maths
and/or IELTS they may do this in addition.

Co-curricular
Activities
Can you tell us more about the after school clubs?
We have over 200 different activities offered to our
pupils each year and over 300 activity sessions
each week. We ask our Lower School pupils to
complete at least three activities a week, although
the vast majority complete many more. There
really is something for everyone; Arts, Music, Sport
or CCF to name just a few.
What is the maximum amount of clubs students
are allowed to join?
We encourage pupils to try as many clubs as
they can, to explore their interests and passions.
We don’t impose a limit, but typically pupils will
follow one or two sports, a creative club and a
subject specific club. This is very much a matter of
individual choice and freedom.
There is no maximum number. I know that our
busiest pupil last year completed on average 17
activities a week!
Could you tell us about your Music programme
please?
The Music School provides music for over two
hundred concerts and services a year. Pupils can
join one or many of the ensembles we have on
offer depending on their instrument, style of Music
and level of ability. The Symphony Orchestra,
Camerata, String Group, Jazz Band, Jazz Collective,
Chapel Choir, and Choral Society are available
to pupils who read music, are confident in their
instrument or voice, and have successfully passed
the audition process (held in the first week of the
new school year). The Glee Club (vocal pop music),
Shout Band and Wind Band are open to all keen
musicians (regardless of ability or experience)
and are hugely popular groups. The Music School
also offers four fun-packed theory classes a week,
conducting sessions, aural development sessions,
Rock and Pop facilities, Chamber Music and other
ad-hoc ensembles.

What sports opportunities are there?
Sport plays a fundamental part of school life at
Mill Hill. The school aims to cater for all levels,
with some pupils achieving international honours
whilst others enjoy a more recreational level of
participation. Our core sports are Rugby, Football,
Hockey, Cricket and Netball, for which we offer
extensive and prestigious fixture lists.
However, outside of these ‘core games’ our pupils
also enjoy great variety in our provision. they can
compete in sports such as Ultimate Frisbee and
triathlon, whilst experiencing other sports such as
climbing, horse riding and shooting. Millhillians have
the opportunity to join international sports tours
each year, for example we have recently returned
from sports trips to Japan and Portugal amongst
others. Our pupils also compete in world renowned
sporting venues such as the Queen Elizabeth II
Olympic Swimming Pool and Allianz Park Stadium
on an annual basis, and enjoy access to coaching
sessions from professional athletes and coaches.
The School has fantastic grounds that host the
majority of our sporting endeavours. The pupils
enjoy six Rugby pitches, five Football pitches, a
25-metre indoor swimming pool, three Eton Fives
courts, a shooting range, an all-weather pitch,
a sports hall, a fitness suite, weights room, five
Netball courts, six Tennis courts, and arguably the
best location to play school boy/girl Cricket in the
South East. We have strong links with Saracens
RFC and have recently started a partnership with
Middlesex County Cricket Club, which makes
the Mill Hill School Foundation the ‘Home of
Middlesex Ladies’ and Women’s Cricket’. The
pupils also benefit from opportunities to have one
on one coaching with Strength and Conditioning
specialists and core sports coaches during their
free periods.
For more information about Sport at the School,
please contact our Director of Sport, Mr Aaron
Liffchak aml@millhill.org.uk.

Does the rugby squad ever train with Saracens?
The Director of Rugby is a former Saracens Rugby
player and we have benefitted from working with
George Kruis as part of our coaching team during
the past two years. We don’t train with Saracens,
however, we have very strong links with them,
including many Saracens academy players. We
also have very strong links to London Irish. Please
watch the Rugby video, near the bottom of the
MHS open morning website.
Does the school take part in any football tournaments?
Football became a core sport three years ago. We
do enter both regional and national competitions.
See the Sport and football videos on the Open
Morning website.

Do you have a Gymnastics squad?
Currently gymnastics is not one of the 300 clubs
sessions that we offer each week at the school.
However, we do have many related activities that
would support budding gymnasts and we are
always looking at our programme and adapting.
Pupils do follow a programme of Gymnastics
during PE lessons.
Are Saturday sports classes compulsory?
These are currently voluntary.

Pastoral
Please tell me more about the House system?
In our House system there are Eight Day Houses
and Five Boarding Houses. Within each House
there are approximately 24 pupils in each year
group, divided into two and sometimes three tutor
groups and supported by tutor and a Housemaster/
mistress or House Parent.
How is the transition helped from Belmont to Mill
Hill School?
Our Pastoral Team work very closely with Belmont’s
and those of other feeder schools to help the
transition. In a normal year we have a series of
induction visits and our Fourth Form (Year 9) pupils
go over to Belmont and vice versa.
We liaise with the Pastoral Team at Belmont and
work hard to ensure that pupils are supported
throughout the transition.
Do you have any school pets?
We hatch ducks and chickens every year!

Boarding
How do you keep the right balance at the school
between boarders and day pupils, so the latter
don’t feel they receive less attention?
Currently we have approximately 110 boarding
pupils and around 740 day pupils. The separate
Houses ensure that the pastoral care of the day
pupils is absolutely the focus of the respective
House staff.
How much is full boarding a central part of
the School? What extra provision is there for
boarders; how much of the school life happens in
evenings and weekends?
Boarding is a central part of Mill Hill. In evenings
and at weekends boarders have access to the Gym,
Sports Hall, Fitness Suite and Library. We have a
full and varied boarding activities programme on
Saturday mornings, and in normal, COVID-free
times, a varied boarders’ trips schedule.

What is a typical weekend like for a Sixth Form
Full Boarder?
On Saturday mornings Sixth formers can use
the library if not taking part in sports, academic
sessions or boarding activities, and, for the rest of
the weekend, they are able to sign out to explore
Mill Hill Broadway or Central London. We have a
number of House-based activities over weekends,
and boarders’ trips are organised throughout the
year.

Operations
How much is the school run in an environmentally
sustainable way?
The School has a very active Eco Society and a
specialised member of staff to run Eco related
activities. We are currently looking at ways in which
we can use the UN's 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) to direct our work.
As custodians of our magnificent 120 acre site,
we take our responsibilities for the upkeep
of buildings, trees and other aspects of the
estate very seriously. We are commited to being
environmentally sustainable, for example in our
approuch to recycing, printing, lighting and waste
management.
How are you dealing with the coronavirus?
We have put in place extensive measures
recommended via the government guidance, in
terms of year group bubbles, one way systems
around the School and ensuring a culture of regular
hand washing and maintaining social distancing.
Additionally, we have gone beyond the government
guidance, with measures such as thermal cameras
to recognise any pupils or staff with a high
temperature as they walk around the School.

Admissions
How many pupils in a form and how many forms
are there?
In the Lower School there are between 20 and 24
pupils in each class and in the Upper School the
typical class size is between 12 and 16 pupils.
What sort of chance vacancies are available for
13+ entry?
By definition, chance vacancies may or may not
arise and at most we would anticipate around half
a dozen places coming up each year, for which we
have around 10 times that number of candidates.
What are the different points of entry?
Entry is at 13+ (testing in Y6) and at 16+ (Sixth
Form). In addition, there may be a small number
of places available at 14+ (Remove - Year 10).
How many students can you take for the Sixth
Form?
Our Sixth Form intake comprises those pupils
who remain at Mill Hill post GCSE and around 1020 who join from other schools. In addition, we
typically recruit around 20 Year 12 candidates from
overseas into boarding.
Do you currently have a good mix of children
from different backgrounds, similar to the diverse
London population?
Absolutely. Mill Hill School celebrates this diversity,
which reflects both the North London community
and the 10 per cent of our pupils who come from
up to 30 countries overseas into boarding.
What is your sibling policy?
Many families choose to send more than one of
their children to Mill Hill School and where we have
candidates who score similarly in our assessments,
priority is given to siblings and families with an Old
Millhillian connection. Pupils entering our Pre Prep
or Prep are secure in their place right through the
Foundation.

Do you anticipate changes to your 13+ admissions
process for 2023 due to Covid-19?
Our decision to move to ISEB testing means that
very few candidates will be required to make a
special visit to Mill Hill School, therefore reducing
COVID-19 related risks. For those candidates
coming into the School for testing and interviews,
appropriate social distancing and other precautions
will apply.
Would you be able to fully explain the entry and
selection process for entry at 13+ please?
The 13+ entry process begins by registering the
child when they are in Year 6 by the published
deadline in November. Assessment is based on the
ISEB Common Pre-Test which most candidates are
sitting as a matter of course in their prep schools.
For those candidates not doing so, arrangements
will be made to sit the tests at Mill Hill School in
November of Year 6. In both cases, candidates who
have performed sufficiently well will be invited to
interview in January of Year 6 and (unconditional)
offers are published in February of that year. For
candidates who have missed this path, a limited
number of places are available, with online
registration by November of Year 8, testing in the
Spring Term and a waiting list being drawn up and
referred to should any vacancies arise. In the last
cycle six chance vacancy offers were made and all
were accepted.
Do you offer academic scholarships?
Academic Scholarships are available both at 13+
and 16+, along with Scholarship opportunities in
Sport, Music, Drama and Art. At 13+, candidates
interested in applying for academic Scholarships
do so by completing the online form by the end of
the Autumn Term of Year 8. We offer full academic
Scholarships and Exhibitions in single or dual
subjects. Fee remission for Scholarships ranges
from 5% to 10% of full fees. Assessment for 13+
academic scholarships is by written examination
and subject-specific interview. For 16+ academic
scholarships, there are academic papers to be
taken in two of the three chosen A Level subjects
as well as interviews with Head of Sixth Form.
The same deadline applies as for 13+ and the
same level of remission is available. Both 13+ and
16+ scholarship decisions are confirmed by the
following February.

In terms of admissions, is the entrance exam
more heavily weighted than the interview or vice
versa?
The primary focus in terms of admission is the
entrance exam. Pupils who perform sufficiently
well in the entrance exam will be invited for
interview. We then request school reports and
school references.

Are there ever any places for entry into Year 10? If
so, can you apply for a Sports Scholarship.
Please check availability for Remove places.
Scholarships are not available to Remove
candidates, however exceptional candidates can
join the Scholarship programme in various ways.
To join the full programme an applcation can be
made for a 16+ Scholarship.

How many children from Belmont move up to Mill
Hill on average?
Almost all Belmont pupils choose to progress;
typically 130 plus 40 - 50 external joiners.

Do you offer bursaries?
Means-tested bursaries are available. Applications
are made by completed a bursary application form
at the end of the Autumn Term preceding the year
of entry.

What is the selection process for admissions to
Sixth Form?
Sixth Form candidates from the UK register
online in the autumn of the year prior to entry.
We then approach their school for a reference
and predicted GCSEs (or equivalent) and invite
suitable candidates into school for interviews with
Heads of subject and the Assistant Head (Sixth
Form). Interviews take place by invitation typically
between December and March, with conditional
offers being made to successful candidates based
on the prevailing minimum grade requirements.
Offers are generally made within two weeks of
interview and once GCSE grades have been
confirmed in August, these are sent to Mill Hill
School as confirmation.
For those who don’t come from Belmont, what
are the other feeder schools into Mill Hill?
Our external joiners at 13+ come from up to 20 Prep
Schools within a 45 minute drive from Mill Hill.
Would you say the application for deferred entry
at 13+ is more academically rigorous than the 11+
entry at Belmont?
Both entry points involve an equally rigorous
assessment process.
If a child has a place at 13+ but attends a state
school up to that point how do you address any
disparity in learning or gaps that appear?
The tests which are taken are designed to assess
latent ability rather than learned knowledge and
are, therefore, fair to all candidates.

If children are in state primary now in Year 6,
but apply for 11+ to Belmont, is that the same as
sitting the ISEB that you mentioned for common
entrance? Or are these two separate applications?
Our Prep School, Belmont, runs an 11+ process
for Year 6 candidates and our Senior School, also
assesses Year 6 candidates in the same month for
13+ places. Families must decide which of the two
admissions routes they wish to apply for; it is not
possible to apply for both.
We are currently abroad, and due to Covid-19 we
will not be traveling back to the UK. Would my son
be able to sit the pre-test at his current school
abroad?
Arrangements can be made for appropriate testing
to take place overseas following the same timeline
as that which applies to those based in the UK.
If pupils join Belmont in Year 7, are they guaranteed
a place in Year 9 at Mill Hill?
The vast majority of Year 8 Belmont pupils
transfer to the Senior School and there is no
assessment process, other than the requirement
for appropriate behaviour and academic effort to
be made in Belmont.
Have you seen a change in number of applications
or where they are from as a result of Covid-19?
The geographical source of applications has not
changed in any perceivable way since COVID -19,
nor has the number of applicants.

Do you expect the girl / boy ratio to change over
the next 2-3 years?
As we expect an increasing proportion of
Belmontians to enter the Senior School, the
balance will continue to shift to a more even
boy:girl ratio, as Belmont has an even balance in
its numbers of boys and girls.
Can you explain more about 14+ admission?
Candidates interested in a Remove (Year 10) place
at 14+ should contact the Admissions Office to
establish availability. If places are available, two
recent school reports are requested and suitable
candidates are invited to sit written papers in
English, Maths and Science, and an interview will
be conducted.
Regarding entry at 13+ for the 2023 cohort, is the
ISEB pre-test the only test required to be taken or
will you be conducting your own exams as well?
The ISEB pre-test is the only test required.
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