


WELCOME TO THE 18/19 MILL 
HILL SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE ANNUAL 
REVIEW. WE ARE EXCITED TO 
SHARE OUR SUCCESSES AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND FOR YOU 
TO HEAR FROM SOME OF THE 
IMPORTANT PEOPLE WHO 
BENEFIT FROM OUR WORK AND 
THE INCREDIBLY GENEROUS 
SUPPORTERS WHO HELP MAKE 
IT ALL HAPPEN.

2020 ISSUE 
WELCOME FROM  
OUR DIRECTOR  
OF DEVELOPMENT

OUR NEW CEO 
ANTONY 
SPENCER

The Development Office has been 
busy with a number of fundraising 
projects on the go, including the  
Sixth Form Centre at Mill Hill School, 
the new and improved Belmont Sports 
Hall and the outdoor learning cabin  
at Grimsdell. 

We feel incredibly privileged to  
work closely with our wonderful  
Old Millhillians, Old Belmontians  
and parents, who all help make these 
achievements possible. Without the 
generosity of our supporters, our 
pupils would not benefit from the 
current excellent level of provision,  
and we would not be able to help 
transform the lives of the many young 

I am delighted to have joined the Mill Hill 
School Foundation as CEO in January 
2020. I am arriving at an exciting time of 
growth and opportunities, but I’m very 
much aware that I’m not just joining an 
educational institution but a community. 
Despite the size of Mill Hill, the OMs, 
staff and parents that I have met have 
clearly felt strongly involved in, and 
committed to, the aims of the Schools. 

The beating heart of a school is this 
sense of community, and it is one that  
I will be very keen to support and foster. 
Working in schools that are committed 

to the transforming work of education is 
one of the most rewarding occupations 
we can have, and I have no doubts that 
Mill Hill is just such a school. Thank you 
for all you do to support this, and I look 
forward to meeting as many of you as 
possible in the near future to continue 
to share the vision of how the Mill Hill 
School Foundation can continue  
to provide a leading education that 
changes lives for the better.

bursary recipients who enrich the 
culture and diversity of our school 
each year.

Our new buildings stand in testament 
to the people who believe in our vision 
and in the ongoing development  
of the Foundation. These amazing 
spaces have enabled us to adapt  
and extend our teaching, allowing  
for future growth and giving our  
pupils room to flourish. 

I hope you enjoy reading this edition  
of our annual review and, of course,  
if you have any questions or feedback, 
please get in touch:  
development@millhill.org.uk 
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We feel incredibly privileged 
to work closely with our 
wonderful Old Millhillians, 
Old Belmontians and parents, 
who all help make these 
achievements possible.



M
ILL H

ILL D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

THE IMPORTANCE
OF FUNDRAISING.

Here at The Mill Hill School 
Foundation, we want to give 
pupils the best chance of 
success, both in their personal 
lives and future careers.

Over our 200 year history, we’ve been 
thrilled to see Old Millhillians go on to 
achieve all sorts of incredible feats, 
rising to the pinnacle of technology, 
business and politics, representing  
their countries in sporting events,  
and even winning Nobel Prizes!

The Development Office plays a key role 
in helping pupils fulfil their potential and 
achieve success. Established in 2006, 
we’ve raised over £10 million in funding, 
which has been used to renovate school 
buildings, invest in new equipment, 
fund new initiatives, and ensure our  
staff have the best teaching  
resources available. 

Perhaps most importantly fundraising 
also upholds the Mill Hill belief that the 
brightest minds deserve access to 
quality education, no matter what 
background they come from. We are 
determined to welcome the most able 
and talented young people into our 
Schools through our bursary scheme, 
A Better Chance. Around half of what 
we’ve raised so far has paid for the 

establishment of 45 places. These 
bursaries have a transformational impact 
on recipients, who would otherwise not 
have had the opportunity to access a  
Mill Hill education, while enriching our 
Schools with a more diverse student body. 

Generous donations from Old Millhillians,  
parents and friends of the Foundation 
have created these incredible offerings, 
and we are continually encouraged and 
uplifted by the generosity shown by each 
and every one of our supporters. Our 
Schools are now able to teach more pupils 
than ever before, in fresh, refurbished 
buildings and with access to a wider 
variety of co-curricular opportunities,  
all of which ensures the education we 
deliver is well-rounded and relevant  
to the modern world.

For Mill Hill, fundraising undoubtedly plays 
a key role in transforming our Schools but, 
more than that, we have seen it has the 
potential to change lives. 
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In that time, I’ve seen the curriculum 
become more progressive; we are 
developing skills for the future as  
well as knowledge.

We are really lucky with the fantastic 
facilities here: the Michael Proctor 
building that was Lynn Duncan’s legacy, 
two new science labs and six new 
classrooms. In my tenure we have had 
the Roger Chapman building – a 
beautiful structure that has also 
increased the amount of curriculum 
time dedicated to subjects such as DT 
and computing, ensuring we equip 
pupils with the skills they need. 

I think we have a great team of people 
here, amazing grounds, investment  
in facilities – factors that have all 
combined to put us where we are 
today. Sport has been a big focus over 
the last 18 months and we were 
delighted to open our new Sports Hall 
in January 2020. This will make a huge 
difference to the children’s sporting 
experience as well as to the local 
community. The development of 
sports facilities across the whole 
Foundation is an area that our new 
CEO, Antony Spencer, is already taking 
a keen interest in. 

Over the years I have witnessed many 
achievements at Mill Hill, both 
individually in pupils and colleagues, 
but also collectively as a community; 
our numbers have grown steadily and 
we are increasingly a school of choice 
for parents who value a well-rounded 
education and lessons for life. The 
impressive range of our leavers’ 
destinations, including to the most 
competitive universities, and the 
variety of their chosen courses, is 
testament to their independence of 
spirit and our inspirational teachers.

The support of parents, both in 
fundraising but also through the 
generosity with which they give up 
their time, whether on the touchline 
supporting their daughters and sons or 
at one of our numerous cultural and 
social events, is a key factor in what is 
best described as the Mill Hill Family.

This is my fifth year as Head, having 
previously been Deputy Head for six years 
and then Senior Deputy Head Pastoral.

Having joined as Deputy Head (Pastoral)  
in 2003, and become Head 15 years later,  
it is fair to say that I live and breathe  
Mill Hill School.

I was a parent at Grimsdell and Head of 
a different school when my predecessor 
here retired and I thought ‘that’s my job’. 

The opportunity to lead the school 
that I had chosen for my own children 
was too good to pass up. I am in my 
sixth year now. We have achieved a 
lot in that time but there is always 
more to do. Some of the staff are 
brand new and some have been here 
since the start. 

For any new project, as an executive 
team, we look at whether there is 
capital budget within the Foundation 
to support it before presenting ideas 
and initiatives to the Finance and 
Academics committees.

We fundraise ourselves but the 
Development Office has also 
provided substantial support on 
projects such as the IT suite and the 
outdoor learning environment 
through some really great 
donations.

There is a really exciting 
opportunity to build and strengthen 
that relationship, working together 
to try and improve the school 
facilities and, ultimately, the whole 
experience for the children. 
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The school opened in September 
2015 with just 42 pupils and  
12 staff, and we have grown to 
just under 100 pupils. 

With our boarding houses at full 
capacity, and our pupil population 
mostly boarders, in order to grow 
further, we require more boarding 
accommodation.

Because we are in a green belt area, 
gaining planning permission to build 
can be tricky; however, we have 
identified an area on the Mount site 
where there could be redevelopment 
which could not only include new 
boarding accommodation but also 
a much-needed new gym. The build 
could be part of a more long-term 
project and we would love to work with 
the Development Office, as we think 
it could help fund some of the other 
projects within the Foundation.

There is an appetite for development 
and fundraising among our 

Once a Millhillian, always a Millhillian; on 
a recent visit to the West Coast of 
America I was so thrilled to meet up 
with Old Millhillians, some of whom I 
had taught, whose passion for Mill Hill 
seems only to increase with time and 
who are keen to credit the School for 
playing a key part in their formative 
years and in their successes, both 
personal and professional. They too are 
part of the extended family, and great 
supporters of Development campaigns, 
be it for buildings or bursaries.

There is so much to celebrate in our 
ethos and heritage, but also much work 
to do to fulfil the promise of our future 
potential, notably in terms of facilities, 
which will take investment as well as 
vision; I am confident that together we 
can make this a reality, as we write the 
next chapter in this remarkable school’s 
history.

international parents. We have a 
number of pupils starting in GCSE 
years and Year 9, and a lot of pupils 
moving over to Mill Hill, so some of 
them are staying for five years, making 
fundraising a possibility. 

Ultimately, how projects are financed 
is a decision for the Governors and 
the new CEO, but the Development 
Office would be the first port of call. 
We appreciate that there are many 
demands for fundraising in the 
Foundation, whether it’s a new sports 
hall, a new prep-prep or a new astro 
turf, and a new boarding house would 
have to sit within a longer term plan 
of Foundation estates development. 
However, a boarding house would 
enable Mill Hill International to expand 
quite quickly, thereby enabling the 
funding of other projects.

KATE 
SIMON
HEAD, GRIMSDELL

 
JANE  
SANCHEZ
HEAD, MILL HILL SCHOOL 

 
LEON  
ROBERTS
HEAD, BELMONT

SARAH 
BELLOTTI
THE HEAD, MOUNT, MILL HILL INTERNATIONAL 



NW7 &  
BEYOND... 

Mill Hill School gave me confidence and belief that came  
not just from my masters who guided and believed in  
me but also from my boarding house friends I grew up  
with and who remain anchors and inspiration in my times  
of need. From Top Field, to The Parks, from Ridgeway to  
the Marnham Block, from Bobby Morgan to Francis Crick.

Raj Achan (Ridgeway 1985–91) 
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2007 20132008 20142009 20152010 20162011 2017 2018 20192012
Launch of the 
Bicentennial Appeal 
and Top Terracers

First 2 ABC bursaries 
awarded

Launch of 1807 Society  
for Legacy donors

Poon Nature Reserve at 
Belmont created

Murray House 
refurbished

£300k pledged to ABC 
bursaries

Physics Labs refurbished  
at Mill Hill

A GPS controlled telescope 
for the study of astronomy 
donated

Golf practice centre created

Chapel sound system 
updated

Biology Labs refurbished  
at Mill Hill

School House refurbished

Cricket pavilion on Park 
refurbished

The Final Countdown 
event raised over £20k

Opening of Michael 
Proctor Building  
at Belmont – over  
£550k raised

Stage in The Large 
reinstated

Grimsdell Forest 
School initiative 
launched

Telephone Campaign 
raised over £100k for 
ABC bursaries

18 ABC bursary pupils 
in the Foundation

IT Suite at Grimsdell 
created

First ABC Ball raised 
over £50k

Belmont Science 
building campaign 
raises over £69,000

ABC Ball raises over 
£58,000

£1m donation towards 
the Belmont Sports 
Hall and Music Centre  
at Mill Hill

Belmont Gym 
fundraising over £1m 

Hymn Books raises  
over £10,000

Over the School’s history, hundreds 
of Old Millhillians have gone on to do 
incredible things around the world. We 
are proud of the family the Foundation 
has created and that we are able to keep 
in touch with OMs in over 50 countries 
across the globe.

I will always be grateful to my parents for affording 
me the opportunity to be educated at the GC & the 
subsequent shaping of my career & more importantly 
my life. Many friendships remain from those days & 
the subsequent playing for Old Millhillians rugby until 
my wife & I left the UK to come to South Africa via 
the West Indies in 1967. No regrets whatsoever!!”

John Parrott (Scrutton 1950–55) 
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BELMONT  
SPORTS HALL

Sporting achievement at Belmont 
has been outstanding in recent 
years. So many of our amazingly 
talented elite teams have tasted 
success, but equally special 
is the opportunity that every 
Belmontian has had to represent 
their School and House. 

£1m+
IN GIFT 

DONATIONS

We are proud that Belmontians excel in sport 
here at school and beyond. When the Sports  
Hall suffered a major fire in November 2017,  
the School and Governors identified a great 
opportunity to create a state-of-the-art sporting 
facility that would not only be fit for purpose in 
2019 but also provide a platform for sporting 
success for years to come. 

There were a number of initiatives to make  
sure the fundraising target of £1m was met,  
and we are extremely grateful to one anonymous 
donor for a major gift of £500,000 that really 
kick-started the campaign. We also wish to thank 
the Belmont parents, staff and Old Belmontians 
who did an incredible job in raising the remaining 
£500,000 and helping us reach our target.

The Ball for a Wall dinner hosted at Saracens  
in June 2019 raised an amazing £57,000;  
A team of cyclists cycled from London to Paris 
and raised over £18,000 in sponsorship. The 
Pathway to Fitness brick campaign launched on 
Grandparents’ Day 2019 raised over £20,000, 
and we are thrilled to report that over 200 bricks 
were bought; lastly, there was an unbelievable 
effort from the Friends of Belmont Parents’ 
Association, who raised over £50,000, and the 
Grimsdell Parents’ Association, who raised 
£4,500, all of which ensured our vision of this 
important new space was realised in full. 



We are incredibly grateful to our 
generous donors, who wish to remain 
anonymous, for their gift of £500,000, 
which has enabled us to make 
progress with this special project. 

The urgently needed replacement  
of the heating system has already 
taken place. In addition to this, the 
School’s inspirational music staff, led 
by Kevin Kyle, are in consultation with 
the designers about exactly what the 
new McClure Music School will look 
like and what it will include. 

There are all kinds of opportunities  
for music lovers to support our 
fantastic music, whether through  
the sponsorship of individual practice 
rooms in the McClure Music  
School, new instruments, music  
or performance-related items  
and hymn books in the Chapel. 

£500k
IN GIFT 

DONATIONS

MCCLURE  
MUSIC SCHOOL 
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Our main focus during the academic 
year 2019/20 is the refurbishment of the 
McClure Music School, which was opened 
in 1912 and named in honour of Sir John 
McClure, the then Headmaster of Mill Hill 
School and an accomplished musician  
and composer of classical music. 

12 13

Across the Foundation, we are 
recognising the importance 
of taking learning beyond the 
classroom, helping prepare all our 
pupils – no matter how young or 
old – for the wider world. 

At Grimsdell in particular, we  
are incredibly proud to enable 
independent learning to take place 
outdoors more effectively and more 
regularly following the opening of our 
permanent log cabin and outdoor 
learning environment.

Funded by donors and the Grimsdell 
Parents’ Association, the cabin is a 
unique space where we can be part  
of the outside world while accessing 
shelter and resources. The benefits  
of learning outdoors are well 
documented, and as a school we  
are committed to providing as many 
opportunities as possible for our 
children to thrive in naturally inspiring 
ways, developing their creativity, their 
appetite for exploration and their 
sense of awe and wonder.

Children who have the freedom to 
play are better equipped to build 
friendships, solve problems and 
engage with the world around them. 

This was in evidence at our successful 
Outdoor Classroom Day, where the 
whole School took as much learning 
outside as possible. We were blessed 
with beautiful weather, which certainly 
helped, and the children’s focus and 
engagement was matched by a 
wonderful sense of wellbeing  
and enjoyment. 

THE CABIN 
AT GRIMSDELL



Inspired by Director of Musical Performance 
Mr Kevin Kyle and ably led by our magnificent 
Foundation Chapel Choir, Mill Hill pupils ‘of all 
faiths and none’ join together regularly in Chapel 
to sing – with particular enthusiasm reserved for 
Jerusalem and I Vow To Thee My Country!

Whole-school communal singing  
has been a vibrant part of the Mill Hill 
experience for many years, leaving us  
at the point where our hymn books  
were sadly beyond repair. As a school 
with a proud Nonconformist Christian 
foundation, we therefore commissioned 
a new series of bespoke hymn books  
in 2018-19, each bearing the Mill Hill 
School crest and motto on the front.

The books contain the most popular  
100 hymns with full music harmonies, 
together with a selection of readings, 
prayers and reflections. In addition,  
the Chaplain has written a history of  
our beautiful Chapel, which incorporates 
a guide to its architecture and art.

Old Millhillians, current and former 
teachers, parents and pupils generously 
raised over £10,000 for this initiative, 
with books donated in memory of loved 
ones or of former teachers, and each 
including a personal dedication 
inscribed in calligraphy at the front. 
These cherished memories highlight just 
how many teachers have changed 
pupils’ lives over the years, and we hope 
they will inspire future generations of 
Millhillians in the years to come.

HYMN  
BOOKS
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2018

£10k
RAISED IN 
DONATIONS

It is difficult to distill four years at  
Mill Hill into a quick quote of what  
I remember fondly, but two events do 
stand out for me. One was receiving my 
Weymouth House Tie for rugby (I think  
I was 4th in the make-ups that season) 
and the resounding success of a variety 
show put on by the Conjuring Club, 
which I helped to run,  called “Variety 
Top Hat” on March 3rd  1956. Staged in 
the Large it was a show of music, comedy 
and magic the like of which the school 
had never seen before.

John Henley (School House 1953-57) 



BURSARIES

Bursaries at Mill Hill are no modern idea, 
having been at the centre of our history 
and heritage since the School was 
established in 1807. The primary target 
audience identified by our founders was 
“meritorious individuals, who possess 
the promising talents, which would 
otherwise be lost” and, as many of the 
hundreds of boys who attended the 
school between 1946 and 2002 thanks 
to the Middlesex and Assisted Places 
Schemes will know, funded places can 
enable talent to flourish, unlock doors 
and change young lives.

We have seen first-hand the power 
that a quality education has to unlock 
human potential, and we firmly believe 
that the brightest minds deserve access 
to it, no matter what background they 
come from. We are determined to 
accept the most able and talented 
pupils into our school regardless of their 
financial circumstances, and we intend 
to fulfil this aim through the expansion 
of our ‘A Better Chance’ scheme.

Former Ridgeway pupils Robin Mills 
(1957–62) and Graham Drake (1957–62) 
launched the ABC Scheme in 2009. 
Initially hoping to fund 20 places, they 
helped spark a new attitude towards 
bursaries at Mill Hill, and 45 pupils have 
since been awarded places. Generous 
donations from Old Millhillians, parents 
and friends of the School have enabled 
many talented pupils to take up ABC 
bursary places at both Belmont and Mill 
Hill School, with £5 million raised since 
the scheme launched in 2007. 
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experiences provide an important 
richness and extra dimension to life  
at Mill Hill and help to enhance the 
overall balance and performance of  
the school community. Seema has  
seen for herself the voracious appetites 
the bursary recipients have for the 
opportunities they are given to grow, 
whether that’s through learning 
provision, co-curricular activities  
or personal development.

The high value Seema places on the 
benefits of the Mill Hill Bursary scheme 
has led her to be a key figure in raising 
valuable funding through activities  
such as the Better Chance Ball and as  
a regular giver to the campaign. The 
benefits of the bursary scheme can 
clearly be seen and heard in the 
individuals who are happy to return to 
Mill Hill and share their stories about the 
School, and how it has opened the door 
to early professional achievements and 
put them on a trajectory to a future that 
may not otherwise have been possible.

Today, Lord Glendonbrook’s support  
of the A Better Chance scheme offers 
bursaries to up to six students a year, 
and he says it is aimed specifically at 
helping families with talented children 
benefit, or continue to benefit, from  
the privilege of an education at Mill  
Hill where financial reasons would 
otherwise prevent them from doing so.

Lord Glendonbrook identifies a link 
between Britain’s future economic 
prosperity and to developing life  
skills and talent at the highest levels. 
Encouraging more people to the top 
who can make a contribution that 
cascades down to be more widely 
beneficial. 

As a Mill Hill parent, former Treasurer  
at Grimsdell and former Chair of the 
Parents’ Association at Belmont, Seema 
has first-hand experience of the benefits 
our Schools can bring to students who 
take up places here.

Through her work as a state school 
governor, Seema knows that many state 
schools offer students a great academic 
education. But she is well aware that lack 
of funding means they cannot provide 
the wonderful array of co-curricular 
opportunities and experiences, and 
often cannot introduce students to the 
huge number of connections, available 
at the Mill Hill School Foundation. 
Seema believes that everyone should 
have access to these benefits and, for 
her, the Mill Hill bursaries go some way 
to redressing the balance. 

Seema also firmly believes that the 
bursary students bring great value to  
the Mill Hill School Foundation. Their 
varied backgrounds, viewpoints and life 

Michael Bishop, Lord Glendonbrook 
CBE, can be thanked for funding a 
number of bursaries at Mill Hill, and yet 
gratitude is far from being a motivating 
factor behind his generosity. All that 
matters, he says, is that the individuals 
who benefit from a place realise the 
opportunity presented to them by going 
on to excel in their adult lives.

An Old MillHillian, Lord Glendonbrook 
left the School in 1957 at a time when it 
was “nothing like it is today” – although 
supported places were still offered then 
through the Middlesex Scheme run by 
the county council. On returning after 
nearly three decades, well into his 
successful career at the helm of  
the airline British Midland (BMI), he 
recognised “huge change” in Mill Hill.

LORD GLENDONBROOK 
(SCHOOL HOUSE 1955–57)

SEEMA  
SHAH 

Just being at Mill Hill, whether  
or not at school you are successful 
academically or otherwise, it will give 
you a confidence and approach to life 
that only a school like Mill Hill can give.

Mill Hill gives children that bit of 
confidence, that bit of spark, that  
bit of ‘interest’. With a lot of schools,  
they don’t have that. At Mill Hill,  
they do it incredibly well.
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Her hard work and determination  
paid off in the form of a perfect score  
of three As in Maths, Biology and 
Chemistry, which provided a bridge to 
St George’s University in London, where 
she is now completing her final year. 
Leanne says she is grateful for her 
experience at Mill Hill and that, without 
it, the step up to university would  
have been a culture shock.

But academic achievement is only  
part of Leanne’s story. She has also 
co-founded a charity, the Armitage 
Foundation, and launched a diversity 
outreach programme, Leanne’s 
Amazing Medics. Her efforts were 
recognised in June 2018 with a Queen’s 
Young Leaders award, which led to  
a meeting with the Queen herself.
Leanne has since made numerous 
media appearances, attended a 
Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting and held discussions with 
former Prime Minister John Major. She is 
now inspiring others with her story and, 
while she remains focused on a medical 
career as an A&E doctor, she plans  
to do this alongside her ongoing  
work to promote global health  
and social change.

educational support was always there,” 
he says.

A self-confessed vocal, independent 
learner, Theo used his time at Mill Hill  
to sharpen his lobbying skills and 
perfect his powers of persuasion. After 
scoring impressive A Level results, he 
was encouraged by the school to apply 
to Oxford, and a near perfect score on 
the entrance exam was followed by an 
offer to study Politics Philosophy and 
Economics (PPE) that he plans to  
take up in 2020.

Long term, Theo has an eye on a career 
in politics but right now he is committed 
to his work as a member of the Youth 
Select Committee, where he is working 
on policy to tackle knife crime. Drawing 
on his experiences of the healthcare 
system, Theo also sits on the national 
board of the NHS Youth Forum, 
influencing new legislation being 
developed by Health Minister Matt 
Hancock. He is also involved in policy 
making for the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) and works 
with Health Education England to  
make training accessible for those  
with disabilities. 

Aged 16, Leanne’s life changed when  
an air ambulance landed on a field close 
to her home to urgently attend to an 
injured young person. The sense of 
disempowerment she felt led her to 
make the bold decision to become a 
trauma surgeon, treating victims of  
knife and gun crime.

With no medics in her family, Leanne 
researched the path she would need to 
take and the grades she would need to 
achieve. Her sister then discovered the 
Mill Hill prospectus via Google, leading 
to Leanne submitting an application.  
A couple of months later, she was 
shocked to receive a letter of 
acceptance as a recipient of  
the School’s ABC bursary.

Mill Hill was, she says, a “totally new 
environment”, but Leanne was entirely 
focused on getting the most from the 
opportunity and achieving her goal. 
Despite a heavy study schedule, she 
was able to form new friendships, 
drawing inspiration from the intimate 
learning environment and building  
her self-confidence through public 
speaking opportunities.

“As a character, I need a reason not to 
do something,” says Theo, a Mill Hill 
bursary recipient who can now stake an 
impressive claim as being the youngest 
person to sit in a Cabinet meeting.

Theo grew up and was schooled for  
the early part of his life in Edmonton 
Green. He applied for a bursary to Mill 
Hill in Year 11, accepted a place and was 
subsequently welcomed as a boarder  
to avoid a difficult and tiring commute.  
It was “a big difference in culture”, says 
Theo, but he threw himself into it, taking 
part in every co-curricular activity 
possible, from CCF to the  
Debating Society.

Remarkably, he managed all this  
despite having severe visual impairment 
resulting from bilateral retinoblastoma 
– or cancer of the eyes. Eager not to  
let this present a barrier to Theo’s 
education, the School assigned Martin 
Pearce to him as a one-to-one support 
assistant, implementing several 
measures that are now recommended 
as best practice for visually impaired 
pupils across the UK.

“Sharing my cancer journey at Mill Hill 
wasn’t an easy experience, but the 

THEO SERGIOU 
(MCCLURE 2017–19)

LEANNE ARMITAGE 
(RIDGEWAY 2011–13)

Mill Hill changed my future because it provided me 
with a stepping stone. What’s touched my heart the 
most is that I haven’t left it behind.

As a character, I need a reason not  
to do something.

BURSARIES



21
M

ILL H
ILL D

EV
ELO

PM
EN

T

 
LONDON  
TO PARIS

 
REUNIONS

 
CELEBRATION
OF SPORT

 
FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS

 
1807 SOCIETY

EVENTS  
ROUNDUP

We were honoured to host our annual 
1807 Society lunch, recognising our 
legacy pledgers. Guests were treated 
to a delicious lunch at Painters Hall 
and the opportunity to hear about 
the fascinating history of the Painter-
Stainers’ Livery Company. 

The work of the Development Office is 
as much about community as it is about 
fundraising, with over two hundred years  
of School history to play on and an increasing 
roster of alumni and parent events designed 
to bring old friends and faces together. 

London to Paris riders took on the 
incredible challenge of riding over  
220 miles from Belmont School  
to Paris, all in aid of the new Sports 
Hall at Belmont. 27 riders (four Mill Hill 
Foundation Staff and 23 parents)  
took on the incredible feat and raised 
over £18,000 for the campaign. 

Nothing evokes Mill Hill nostalgia 
quite like rugby, and October’s 150th 
Anniversary Celebration of the sport 
at the School was one of our most 
popular events to date. More than a 
hundred Old Millhillians lined Top Field 
to watch a special Staff Alumni match, 
with ages ranging from those in their 
early twenties all the way through to 
octogenarians! At the dinner following 
the match we were pleased to hear 
Guest of Honour Nigel Wray (Old 
Millhillian and Chairman of Saracens 
Rugby Club) reflect on the amazing 
150 year heritage of Rugby at Mill Hill 
and his own memories of playing as a 
pupil in the 1960s.

This year we held reunions for 1959, 
1969, 1979 and 1989 leavers and a 
special Old Belmontians’ Day was 
hosted in July. Mehboob Lakhany,  
Old Belmontian from the class of 1983, 
said of the reunion “I cannot even 
begin to describe how wonderful it 
was to come back to Belmont after 
an interval of 36 years! The weather 
gods were smiling down upon us, 
the garden party and barbecue were 
superb, plus the tour of the buildings 
and grounds brought back so many 
precious memories that I hadn’t 
realised had been buried away  
for so very long.” 

June’s Ball For A Wall brought together 
200 parents, alumni and friends of 
the Foundation at Allianz Park, the 
home of Saracens. Just as satisfying 
as the £57,000 raised through a silent 
auction and other fundraising activity, 
was to see such a great turnout and 
spirit of enjoyment on the evening 
– the strength of community across 
the Mill Hill School Foundation is 
something we are truly proud of.



Belmont  
Sports Hall 
£414,351

Sports 
£27,996

Foundation
Development  
plans 
£7,715

Grimsdell 
Science 
£2,000

Other 
£595
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We are incredibly grateful to all donors 
who support our work and have done since 
the inception of the Development Office 
in 2007. 2018/19 was a particularly busy 
year for the Development Office, with the 
majority of funds raised going towards 
the Belmont Sports Hall and the ongoing 
A Better Chance Bursary campaign. 
We are delighted to continue supporting 
other projects and initiatives across the 
Foundation, ensuring that we are able  
to provide the very best for all pupils. 

Expenditure 
Raising Funds and 
Charitable Activities 
£61,133.12

Unrestricted 
£9,450

Bursaries 
£213,161Total 

£675,269
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Q  Why do you think so many Old 
Millhillians want to stay in touch 
and come back to visit?

A  The community at Mill Hill is really 
strong. For so many years we’ve 
been doing parent events like 
barbecues, concerts and get 
togethers. Alumni come back 
because they were brought up in 
this place – many have children at 
Belmont and Mill Hill today and it’s 
nice for them to reconnect. It’s a 
good feeling to have seen so many 
children grow up and become  
so confident.

Q  Has there been one thing about 
being at Mill Hill you’ve enjoyed  
the most?

A  It’s a good place. One of the best 
things is the people! 

Q  What’s your favourite  
Mill Hill lunch?

A  I’ve seen a lot of lunches over 
the years! Perhaps the Tandoori 
Chicken. Back in the old days if 
pupils had two vegetables they 
couldn’t have potatoes as well  
– nowadays it’s like a hotel!

Q How did you come to join Mill Hill?
A  I used to work at a School in 

Edgware, and moved to Mill Hill 
School in 1970. I’d never have 
imagined I’d be here 50 years later!

Q  How has the School changed  
over the last 50 years?

A  One of the big differences is that 
all of the teachers used to be male, 
which created a very different 
atmosphere. There were hardly any 
support staff – one accountant (a 
man called Chris) and the Bursar.

Q   How have the pupils changed? Are 
they better or worse behaved now? 

A  Oh, they’re much better behaved 
now! I remember there used to be 
fighting in the 70s – French pupils 
being called frogs and all sorts. 

Q  Do you remember any favourite 
teachers or Headmasters?

A  The teachers are much friendlier 
now. I remember Alistair Graham 
who joined as Head in 1979 – he  
was quite strict! He was my favourite 
partly because his wife was so nice  
– they used to invite me to their 
house for dinner occasionally.
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...to all our Donors, Old Millhillians & Old 
Belmontians, Parents, Friends of Belmont 
and Grimsdell Parent Association and to 
those who wish to remain anonymous.
 
Thank you to everyone who has attended
or sponsored an event, taken part in a
challenge and raised money or given up
their time to support the work of the
Development Office. Your ongoing support 
and generosity is so greatly appreciated. 

ADAM AND LISA COFFER ADAM AND LUCY 
KAYE ADAM DERRER AND AIKATERINI 
DENEDIOU ADRIAAN DE MOL VAN OTTERLOO 
AND FLEUR MEIJS ALEX BURTT ALEXANDER 
HENSHAW ALISTAIR RUSSELL AND LAURA 
CLARK ANDREI VOTINOV AND KRISTINA 
VOTINOVA ANDREW AND SUZANNA MILLER 
ANISH LALVANI ANTHONY AND AMANDA 
WARD ANTHONY JOSHUA BARRY 
ATTARZADEH BRIDGET CHAWNER BRUCE 
AND ANNABELLE JOSYFON BRUCE AND 
SUSAN MAUNDER TAYLOR CARLY AND 
NICHOLAS SILVER CHARLES ROBERTS 
CHARLIE AND KAREN GREEN COLIN BARNES 
DAVID AND ANASTASIA CONWAY DAVID A.B 
BROWN AND KARIN WENHAM DAVID SMITH 
AND AMANDA GILMORE FREDERICK 
HAYWARD GARY AND DANIELLE CONWAY 
GRAEME AND SUSANNAH DEAN JAMES AND 
NICOLE LEVER JANE AND ANTHONY 
FITZPATRICK JESSICA AND DAVID HYAMS 
JOHN PHILLIPS JOHN HELLINIKAKIS AND 
PAULINE SEOW JOHN HENLEY JUDITH 
AGOSTON AND JAIRO PACHON JULIAN 
POLLOCK AND CLODA O’DEA JULIETTE AND 
JEFFREY TANNENBAUM LEON GRANT LORD 
GLENDONBROOK CBE MANNY AJAYI AND 
BARBARA KALU MARCUS AND SACHA 
ANSELM MARK AND AMELIA BECKER 
MATTHEW AND FLORENCE COOKE 
MATTHEW AND LYNDA ROBINSON MICHAEL 
AND LILIANA SOLOMON MICHAEL AND 
NICOLE LEVY NATALIA AND SEDAT SELVI 
NICK AND JULIE DULCKEN NICK 
PRIESTNALL NIGEL AND LINDA WRAY NITESH 
AND SANGITA MISTRY PANOS AND NANA 
HARRIS PATRICK CONNELLY PETER AND 
ANITA WAKEHAM PHILIP WILLIAMSON 
POLLY AND ANDREW PINCHERLE ROGER AND 
ANNE CHAPMAN RUSSELL AND GILLIAN 
COWAN SUSHIL AND SEEMA SHAH VIC 
BENES YEHUDA AND SHIRAN BARASHI  
THE ACAI CHARITABLE FOUNDATION HEAP 
AND PRING
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I attended Mill Hill School as a Sixth Former 
between 1995-1997, just before the whole school 
became fully co-ed. My fondest School memories 
are from my two years at Mill Hill, especially 
performing as Mary Magdalene in the school 
play Jesus Christ Superstar and singing in  
various concerts accompanied on the piano by 
the super talented Barry Green. But best of all,  
I remember how it felt to be a pupil at Mill Hill 
School. I was always treated with kindness and 
respect and looking back I can say they brought 
the best out of me, by recognising and promoting 
my strengths. I knew I wanted the same for my 
own children, who I’m proud to say are all pupils 
in the Mill Hill School Foundation, currently  
in Years 10, 8 and 5! The Mill Hill School 
Foundation is still the nurturing, caring 
environment it always was, with the same ethos 
of promoting each child and recognising them  
for their own individual abilities, and that  
makes it pretty special!

REFLECTION

Elli Kavadas (Weymouth 1995–97)



Bursaries are priceless.

Everyone should have the chance to  
benefit from a Mill Hill education. That’s  
why it has long been our tradition to make 
these exciting opportunities available to 
pupils with real potential. And we can only 
do it thanks to your ongoing support.

The gift of education. Visit millhill.org.uk


