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An Extraordinary Term! 
I think it is true to say that this has been a term like no other and, for 
me, it has been a remarkable time to start a new role here at Mill Hill. 
With COVID-19 restrictions in place, and following a very detailed risk 
assessment, one would be forgiven for thinking that this was a pretty 
tough term and, in many ways, it hasn’t been easy. 

That said, this term has highlighted to me the extraordinary resilience 
and perseverance of our boarding community. Rather than being 
bogged down by what we cannot do, we have focused on what we 
can. During a national lockdown, we managed to run the gym for our 
Household Huddles, a socially distanced movie night in the theatre, 
and continued with Saturday morning activities. Boarders have 
supported one another during periods of isolation through Microsoft 
Teams, and staff have stepped up to support boarders emotionally, as 
well as in person. 

We started the term with a very full and detailed induction for new boarders, and I have been 
impressed by the way that returning pupils have supported new boarders. In our November survey, 
boarders emphasised how quickly the induction helped them to settle into to boarding, and this is 
testament to our returning boarders and staff. In the same survey, despite the COVID-19 restrictions, 
boarders emphasised how boarding with us at Mill Hill has helped them to develop their own sense 
of independence, their understanding of other cultures, their confidence, personal responsibility and 
everyday life skills.  

This is what boarding is all about; by living and working together as one big community, in one of 
the most beautiful areas of London, we learn from one another. Naman’s talk on Diwali last month 
is a superb example of this, and boarders sharing occasions such as this, regardless of their own 
backgrounds, with lights and many tones of neon, speaks of more than teenagers having some fun; it 
speaks of a mutual respect and a sense of global citizenship and internationalism, which is both life-
affirming and gives up hope. 

As one boarder said to me a couple of weeks ago during the US election; “in a world which is so 
divided, the best thing I ever did was come to board with people from lots of other countries. By 
living and working together and learning about each other’s cultures, my eyes were opened.” 

I couldn’t agree more; my eyes are continually opened by our insightful, keen, and fascinating young 
people, and Mrs Taylor and I are thoroughly enjoying being part of this Mill Hill community.  

John Taylor, MA (Hons), PGCE(S), FRSA 
Foundation Head of Boarding 
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Burton Bank
An organised mid-August start to get through quarantine saw 
Burton-Bankers starting to trickle into BB, but nothing could quite 
prepare us for the eventual challenges that lay ahead.  ‘Huddles’ 
were the talk of the town and so they have remained for the rest of 
the term; each house broken up into small ‘bubbles’ to minimise 
the impact of any one person catching Coronavirus.

In an attempt to normalise what has been a crazy time here at 
school, we went about putting on activities to make the pupils 
quickly feel part of our BB family. We met in our House Families to 
discuss matters of importance and give opportunities for members 
of the House to meet, voice their concerns, query decisions and 
feedback on the start of term. 

Mr Goriup was quick to lead by example and it wasn’t long before 
the Burton Bank Baking Club were cooking up a storm and baking 
delicious cupcakes and savoury muffins for us all to enjoy.

Cooking seemed to have a big impact in creating a positive 
atmosphere in the House and Lower Sixth pupil, Sonia Corsini, was 
keen to take up the challenge of organising a Pasta Night, with her 
Nonna’s Italian tomato sauce recipe thrown in for good measure! 
This certainly helped bring the girls together and it wasn’t too long 
before the German girls, Jula, Milena and Louisa were cooking 
‘Kartoffelknödel’ and Frankfurters on the BBQ, keeping up with the 
new tradition.

Despite the best efforts of the pupils to keep BB going, the impact 
of self-isolation on huddle 1 and huddle 3 (as I write, huddle 2 have 
been the lucky ones!) was at times really challenging and their 
strength of character was really tested. I only have total admiration 
for the way every single pupil in BB has handled themselves during 
this very tricky time and can only hope that they use this upcoming 
holiday to catch up with family, get some well-earned rest and 
reflect on a time of our lives that we will never forget. 

Mr G Turner  
Housemaster, Burton Bank
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Collinson House
Having been warmly welcomed by both staff 
and pupils, I was instantly struck by the sense of 
kindness, community and positivity that exists in 
Collinson. It goes without saying that it has been a 
challenging term, but none of the challenges that 
we have faced have got the better of us and I am 
proud to say that we have maintained our spirits, 
humour and, for the most part, thrived this term.

Whilst restrictions have forced us to be creative 
with our activity options, there have been some 
memorable highlights; garden golf, in-house horror 
movie production, giant jenga and table tennis 
championships, to name but a few. Amongst the 
challenges we have latched onto opportunities; for 
instance, we recognised that we must be one of the 
only households in the country who are able to field 
two basketball teams. So, over the Exeat weekend 
the “Collinson Lakers” (captained by Harry) faced 
the “Collinson Heat” (Captained by Hugo) in the 
inaugural exeat playoff finals. The Lakers dominated 
from the outset, eventually (after around two hours) 
winning 92-54. The MVP was Michael and top-
scorer was Tom. 

We will be concluding the term with our “Christmas 
Morning” themed House Hog, and look forward to 
all that the New Year will bring.

Mr S Hendy 
Housemaster, Collinson House
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New House
This has been a very different term and I have been tremendously proud 
to see New House girls and staff continually showing good humour and 
immense resilience throughout. The girls will have many a story to tell about 
the year 2020, I hope that those that were in our care will remember this time 
with fondness.

Despite the global uncertainty, the house still remains at capacity.  I was 
delighted and proud that last year all New House’s Year 11s from The Mount 
Mill Hill International chose to apply to Mill Hill School for sixth form, and all 
passed!  Six new girls joined us from Russia, Hong Kong, Japan, Macau and 
Ukraine, and in January we will be welcoming two more, from Bangladesh and 
Japan. 

New staff, Visiting Tutor Ms Williams, and Resident Language Assistant Ms Fernandez have both quickly 
settled into our team.

The girls returned to the house for the second half of term to a lovely surprise! Not only had Winnie 
joined us (he will introduce himself later), but the common room had been redecorated. The girls were 
all thrilled with the homely feel this created.

It has been a challenge to keep the boarders occupied with COVID-19 restrictions in place, nevertheless 
as well as the usual board and card games, they have enjoyed a socially distanced film night in the 
school’s theatre, with popcorn and refreshments, and a Diwali celebration which included a magnificent 
Indian banquet provided by our catering team in the Dining Hall, followed by toasted marshmallows and 
laser lights in the house.  Girls have also entertained themselves by playing video games such as ‘Just 
Dance’.

The girls have been enthused by Mr Taylor’s incentives for tasks completed during Saturday morning 
activities. A few girls in New House won prizes for their ‘Black Lives Matter’ presentation during Black 
History Month and for their Peace Projects challenge.

Now from Winnie:

“Hello Pawsome people! I’m Winnie and I’m a three-
month old puppy! I joined New House on the 16th 
October and I’m already loving it.  I get so many cuddles 
and there are loads of girls that want to play with me.

My favourite time so far was Diwali, we had some 
beautiful lights and some cool music and even I could 
join in with my light up ball!”

Ms K Justice 
Houseparent, New House
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Ridgeway House
The Ridgeway pupils decided to get creative during 
the latest lockdown and engage in some culinary arts. 
Miss Lilley, Ridgeway’s answer to Mary Berry, has set up 
a Monday night Baking Club after prep to allow a bit of 
fun in the kitchen. This has been very popular with the 
boys, which has been great to see. Mr Fryer has had 
to become chief taste tester and has eaten some very 
interesting creations over the last few weeks, including 
banana loaves, cookies and fairy cakes. The plan is to 
get even more serious next term with a full Ridgeway 
Bake Off competition across the three huddles. 

The Ridgeway pupils decided that Christmas was to 
come very early this year to keep our spirits high and 
to make most of the short half term. Our separate 
huddle groups were given the task of decorating 
a tree. Matron did have to assist the boys as they 
had very one sided tree approach at the start of the 
decorating, but the girls showed their artistic flair and 
created a stunning tree in the house office. 

Mr M Fryer 
Housemaster, Ridgeway
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St Bees 
The start of this academic year has been very 
different to any other before. We arrived early to start 
the term, after a long absence. The house had been 
empty for far too long and it was an honour to have 
the Bees, old and new, join our hive as we looked 
forward to the rest of the term.

We welcomed not only new boarders, Frank, Nick, 
Timur and Lucas, but also new team members. We 
have been joined by Mr Ashby, our new resident 
tutor and Miss Miell and Miss Parry our new visiting 
tutors. All of them have brought a set of experiences 
that have been much appreciated by the House as a 
whole. 

This year has brought new challenges and the Bees 
have taken opportunities to take part in activities 
inside and outside the house.  A special thanks goes 
to the Bees and boarding staff who have worked hard 
to put on everything from garden games, cinema 
nights and a great celebration of Diwali.

I must also give credit to some of the Bees who 
have put in great effort and achievement in their 
academic endeavours. Chris Tung leads the pack, 
having received a Scholarship in chemistry at the end 
of last term. Alireza and Chris also receive our praise 
for achieving Heads Commendations. And Otto, who 
became the king of commendations last half term, 
gets a round of applause for a great improvement.

We also wish the Bees who have left our hive, staff 
and boarders alike, every success in their future 
endeavours. You will all be sincerely missed and 
remembered. 

Mr P Potter 
Houseparent, St Bees
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Boarders’ Activities 
Over the last term, while sport centres have been 
closed, the Boarders have been fortunate enough 
to continue to use the sporting facilities here at 
Mill Hill. Each House has been assigned an evening 
where they are able to use the gym and sports hall 
for an activity of their choice. Basketball has been a 
crowd favourite by a country mile and we have had 
some competitive intra-House matches. Although 
it’s a shame we can’t integrate the Houses to restart 
our well-attended Boarders’ Basketball League, it 
has been brilliant seeing our Boarders enjoying 
activities and taking an active role in keeping fit 
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Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk

Mill Hill School
The Ridgeway
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 1QS

The Mount, Mill Hill International
Milespit Hill
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 2RX

020 8959 1221 
millhill.org.uk

Follow us  
@MillHillSenior  @MillHillIntl 


