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WELCOME

London’s iconic O2 centre, a muddy paintballing trip and a shopping excursion to 
Shoreditch and Brick Lane. I had the opportunity to share my love of pencil drawing with 
pupils during our Open Morning, and after half term we have had a Boats of London trip 
including a ferry ride along the Thames and a trip to London Zoo. 

There have been plenty of celebratory moments too, from the MHI Y11 party, to the 
McClure Celebrations with our fantastic Boarders’ Choir (singing some of the Beatles’ 
greatest hits!) and our fantastic Boarders’ Festival, expertly organised by Miss Justice and 
join by the girls from Cobham Hall, on the Head’s Lawn, on the final Sunday of term. 

In this, my last message in our Boarding Newsletter, I’d like to say thank you one last time 
to all of my excellent boarding team; from the matrons to resident and visiting tutors, and 
to the Housemasters, it has been an extraordinary couple of years. Thinking back on 
COVID, with the measures we put in place to keep Huddles, Bubbles, Testing, Quarantine 
and every in between going, I am very proud of all of our boarding team for what has been 
achieve over the last couple of years. Despite the challenges, we have provided some 
excellent opportunities for trips and activities in boarding, and I also want to say thank you 
to our boarders. I am constantly in awe of boarders, thousands of miles from home in 
some cases, who roll their sleeves up, get involved, and have created a community I will 
never forget. Well done, keep in touch, and keep the firepits going, Mill Hill! 

John J. Taylor 
Foundation Head of Boarding 

This has been a short, but busy term, embedded with some 
deep revision and exam preparation, but with no shortage of 
fun. 

Thinking back to just before Easter, when we had the Five 
Mile Cup, it was great to see every house individually 
represented, including a team joining the competition from 
MHI. We have also, however, seen a number of boarding 
activities, trips and special occasions this term, as we 
approach the long summer break. During the first half term, 
we had a trip to the Tate Modern, followed by pupils climbing 



BURTON BANK
As I write, the sun is shining and the Fifth Form and 
Upper Sixth are embarking on their final week of public 
examinations. The Fourth Form and Lower Sixth are 
using this time to reflect on their own examinations and 
can learn from the experience. I have been proud of all 
our BB pupils in the way they have steered themselves 
through the pressures of what has been a stressful time 
for many and come through the other side with smiles 
on their faces. 

The wellbeing of the pupils at Mill Hill remains 
paramount and the BB staff have been instrumental in 
ensuring that our pupils are well looked after and given a 
voice. Over the course of the term, we have together 
written thousands of pastoral notes, carried out over 130 
1:1 pastoral meetings, sent out numerous wellbeing 
surveys and have more recently introduced twice-weekly 
opportunities for pupils to tell us how they are feeling 
through their Mood Check on Orah. 

We have been blessed with such a lovely cohort this 
year and the feeling in house has been a positive and 
delightful one. We have recently introduced an Acts of 
Kindness box and already pupils have been writing 
about their experiences of being on the receiving end of 
some form of kindness. Our vision in BB is ‘To provide an 
environment where all members of Burton Bank feel 
welcome and valued’ or to quote Nelson Mandela “What 
counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 
what difference we have made to the lives of others.” 
People matter and I hope our pupils in BB do feel a 
sense of belonging and know that the role they play in 
the success of the house is an important one.  
 
I applaud all the pupils and staff for making such a 
significant effort, collectively and individually, to make 
this year such an enormous success. It has been fun 
making memories with you. I wish you all, parents, 
pupils, and staff a wonderful summer. Thank you. 
 

Graeme Turner
Housemaster, Burton Bank



COLLINSON HOUSE
Summer term in Collinson means trips, awards, celebrations, sunshine, but also revision, 
exam nerves and goodbyes. We have had our fair share of all of these in what has been a 
memorable, fun and successful term.  
 
We don’t tend to associate the summer term with new arrivals. However, we were joined 
this year by Josefina, Juana, Juiliana and Chiara who came from Argentina for the term. 
They have brought fun, smiles and an amazing variety of teas to the boarding house. Their 
desire to explore the UK is enviable and I am amazed by how much they have packed into 
their short time here.  
 
The departure of Mr Hatherley-Hurford and Mr Nichols (our much loved residential team) 
has brought inevitable sadness, but the appointment of Miss Williams as our assistant 
Housemistress from September has really cushioned the blow. We are all excited for the 
energy and care that she will bring to the house.  
 
We say goodbye to a number of our pupils who have come to the end of their time in 
Collinson. We had several celebrations to mark this; the Upper Sixth and I thoroughly 
enjoyed our evening in Pizza Express to celebrate their final exam. Also this term, we have 
hosted the Collinson Palindromics; a group of old Collinsonians who have staged a reunion 
every 11 years since leaving the school. Now all in their eighties, they still reflect fondly 
upon their time in Collinson, as do the “Bunker Club” whom I recently had the pleasure of 
showing around the school. I am hopeful, that like those that have come before them, those 
leaving us this year will continue to nurture the relationships that they have built whilst in 
Collinson.  
 
We had the privilege of welcoming Mr and Mrs Shah; the parents of former Collinsonian 
Paras Shah. They presented this years “Paras Shah Award” to Kai Skerri on what was a 
highly memorable and emotionally charged evening. Congratulations also go to Inaaya 
Chowdhury who will be awarded the “Collinson House plate” upon her return in September. 
In other exciting news, Sisi Wu was appointed Boarding Monitor and Sarina Sarmad 
appointed as Head of House for September. 
 
So that’s it; another action packed term in Collinson. We all look forward to a rest, and to 
welcoming back our new and returning pupils in September. 

Stuart Hendy 
Housemaster, Collinson House



NEW HOUSE
The end of the academic year is here! It’s no secret 
that I dread having to say goodbye to the pupils that 
are leaving us, as they have been such an important 
part of the New House family.  I dearly hope that they 
will all keep their promises to stay in touch and visit 
from time to time. 

Miss Fernandez and I marked the departure of the 
Upper Sixth with a splendid meal at a venue chosen 
by the girls.   

We won’t only be saying goodbye to pupils but also 
to staff; our resident Tutor Ms Fernandez is leaving us 
to take up a teaching position, (in a school not too far 
away for her to pop in to say hello from time to time)!  
Miss Becker and Miss Coleman, resident Graduate 
Assistants will also be moving on and we wish them 
all the best in their respective careers! Miss Troop will 
be leaving boarding although she will still be working 
within the foundation. Mr Taylor is taking parental 
leave and will have some wonderful quality family 
time next term.  We are grateful to Mr Duzsa for 
agreeing to take on the Senior Academic Tutor role 
until Christmas. 

Combining all house’s Summer Hogs was so 
successful last year that we decided to do the same 
this year. The Boarders Festival 2022 was held on 
Sunday 28 June, and was a fantastic fun way to finish 
the year. 

I hope that all our families all over the world have 
a very happy and peaceful holiday. I look forward 
to welcoming the returning and new pupils in 
September. 

Karen Justice 
Housemistress (Non-Teaching), New House



RIDGEWAY HOUSE 
The Ridgeway House summer term has gone very quickly 
and the pupils are heading for their well-deserved summer 
break. All year groups have undertaken summer exams with 
the Upper Sixth and Fifth form particularly under academic 
pressure. It has been a pleasure to see the constant study 
ethic of the pupils and the respect and flexibility of those in 
the house not undertaking public examinations to make sure 
everyone has the best possible platform for reaching their 
potential. 

The warm family feeling in the boarding house this year has 
been a joy to behold. The atmosphere and camaraderie of 
the Ridgeway community this year has filled me full of hope 
for the future, they are all just lovely, down-to-earth young 
people and it has been a pleasure to be part of that this year. 

The sun has shone since Easter and the house garden has 
been a place of laughter and fun. The volleyball net has 
took the brunt of some fiercely contested games and the 
fire pit has been utilised as the centre of late night chat and 
marshmallow melting. It is such a wonderful feeling to see 
the pupils interacting in different settings and all age groups 
living and working together to make Ridgeway such an 
amazing place to be. 

The boarding family have had the opportunity to experience 
several outstanding trips this term. The National Gallery, Up 
@ the O2, paintballing and London Zoo have all been visited 
by Mill Hill boarders in the last few months. These trips give 
such a variety of experiences to the Ridgeway pupils and 
enhances the memories our boarders will have for the rest of 
their lives. 

I wish you all a wonderful summer and if you are moving on 
to different pastures, good luck and remember to dream 
big. If you are returning in September, I look forward to 
welcoming back to another exciting year at Mill Hill in 
Ridgeway House.    

Mark Fryer 
Housemaster, Ridgeway
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