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A Message from the Head
After a summer term online I could not wait to open the gates of The 
Mount, Mill Hill International again in September 2020 to greet the new 
cohort to the School. What I had not quite grasped back in September was 
that I would be welcoming pupils both physically and virtually and that our 
new reality would be a blended learning environment.

The current teaching landscape has helped us to accelerate our Digital 
Teaching and Learning Strategy. Thank goodness for technology! It seems 
now quite normal to have pupils joining online in classrooms and our 
move from textbooks and exercise books to iPads and electronic stylus 
has plunged us all into a digital education environment faster than any of 
us would have imagined.  Needing to adapt to the new reality of teaching 
in a pandemic has encouraged a dynamic and agile response across all 
aspects of school life. We have found, for example, that our new online 
Parents’ Evenings are a great improvement on the face-to-face Parents’ 
Evenings of old, where previously few parents could attend.

In this Autumn Newsletter you will read about staff praising our pupils for their resilience in the face of 
adversity, how they have responded to challenge with innovation and a can-do attitude and this has 
certainly been true throughout the term. I would now like to focus on and thank our wonderful staff.  
Teaching has become more innovative and, to ensure consistency of digital literacy amongst all staff 
and pupils, we are all learning from each other, using staff meetings to share best practice. To prepare 
blended learning lessons, we have all learnt much from one another, and in a very short space of time. 
Teachers have needed not only to upskill and prepare many additional resources, but they have also had 
to respond dynamically to state-of-the-art ways of working. It has been truly impressive to witness such 
a willing response to a new imperative.

In boarding, the Housemasters and House Parents and all the staff who work in the boarding houses, 
including matrons, residential tutors, visiting tutors and cleaners have been busy creating a healthy, 
safe and, above all, happy environment. The team spirit is forever strong in our boarding community as 
the Boarding Newsletter testifies.

The quiet work of those who are often not noticed is a cause for celebration, especially this term. Everyone 
has had to work that much harder: the cleaners arriving at School earlier and finishing later, our support 
staff with their never-ending creative energies, labouring behind the scenes to help the smooth running 
of our School in tricky circumstances, our catering team giving us healthy and delicious sustenance 
throughout the day, our caretaker coming into School on a Sunday so that we can be surprised with a 
beautifully adorned School with Christmas decorations.

It has been a wonderful term despite – or perhaps because of – all the challenges we have faced but 
I am now dreaming of a restful Christmas holiday, and the joys of reading a book in front of a cosy 
log fire. Here is wishing you a peaceful and healthy end to the year and I look forward to seeing you 
all in the New Year.

Ms S Bellotti 
Head, The Mount, Mill Hill International 
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Drop Everything And Read!
Several studies have pointed to the great effect reading can have on improving the language proficiency 
of learners of English. It is therefore so pleasing to see how so many pupils at MMHI have 
involved themselves so thoroughly in our DEAR programme this term. Each tutor group, with the 
careful guidance of their tutor, have selected a different text to read as a group this term and the 
choices have included autobiographies, young adult fiction and graded readers. The choices have been 
inspiring and motivating for our pupils. Keep up the great work!

Mr Pritchett
Head of EAL
Here is what Miss Proudlove has to say about the DEAR initiative: Drop Everything and Read or “DEAR” 
is an initiative that is much loved at The Mount, Mill Hill International. It’s a way for our pupils to become 
more enthusiastic and passionate about reading. There is also much evidence that “extensive 
reading” is vital for improving word recognition and reading fluency. Three times per week, during 
tutorials, pupils and teachers spend 15 minutes reading – uninterrupted. It is a great way to start the 
day!

Here are some of the novels that the tutor groups chose to read this term:

We are all Made of Molecules by Susan Nielsen
This young adult novel tells the story of Stewart and Ashley who become mismatched 
step siblings when their parents get together. Their personalities and outlook on life 
are very different and this moving novel charts their story as they negotiate their new 
blended family reality.

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson
This is an Amazon adventure set in the wilderness of Brazil. Thirteen year old orphan, 
Maia, is sent from England to start a new life with relatives in Manaus. Accompanied by 
her governess she encounters memorable characters in this joyful novel.

Nowhere on Earth by Nick Lake
When a small plane crashes in the Alaskan wilderness, stowaways Emily and her younger 
brother, Aidan, struggle to stay alive especially when mysterious men come after them, 
shooting to kill. Emily will do anything to protect her brother. This is an adrenaline 
packed mix of science fiction and thriller that also explores some deeper messages. 

Turtles all the Way Down by John Green
This coming-of-age novel tells the story of Aza, an American high school student with 
OCD and anxiety, and her search for a fugitive billionaire. A gripping story about mental 
health, love, resilience and the power of friendship. 

Source: All descriptions have been adapted from publishers’ blurbs at 
www.waterstones.com

Ms Proudlove
Deputy Head
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Computer Science
We have grown up in a world where technology is constantly evolving, creating new fields to explore, 
and changing the way we work in every area, from engineering to economics, fashion or design.

Computer Science is vital to develop ideas and concepts that will shape our world. At MMHI, our pupils 
have delved deeper into the theoretical side of these technologies, developing skills in problem solving 
and programming, exploring the principles of digital technology, coding in Swift or Python, and 
working on what is called “computational thinking”.

Python programming, with a festive feel! 

Mr Cabello
Assistant Head (Academic), Head of Digital Learning



Co-Curricular Programme
This year has seen a revised offering in our co-curricular 
provision. In normal times, MMHI pupils access a combined 
programme of activities, offered both on-site at MMHI and 
over at Mill Hill School. Due to restrictions on the mixing of 
pupils, this term our pupils have focused their attentions on 
activities provided on our own site. 

If we have learned anything over the last few months, it is that 
constraints and limitations only force us to find creative solutions. 
As such, our pupils have enjoyed a wealth of new activities 
to choose from, including Futsal, Just Dance, Guitar 
Ensemble and Philosophy, not to mention hugely popular 
activities taking place at MMHI for the first time, such as 
Volleyball and Basketball. We are lucky to have such an 
enthusiastic and talented staff, who are passionate about 
engaging pupils in such activities. Full credit also goes to 
the pupils, who have filled these activities and attended 
consistently throughout the term. Co-curricular activity is a 
great way to relax and learn outside the classroom, and for 
pupils across classes and year groups to socialise and have fun.

Mr Bedford
PE Teacher, Head of Football, Co-Curricular Coordinator

Volleyball
This term, I have been fortunate enough to work with a group of 
extremely enthusiastic and keen volleyball players who have 
week in, week out showed commitment and determination to 
improve their skills. They have endured the unpredictable British 
weather on occasion, but not once did they complain or moan. 
Recently, we have been able to play competitively and the 
sheer joy and excitement on pupils’ faces after every point 
have made this the easiest and the most rewarding lunch time 
activity that I have run in a long time!  Well done MMHI 
Volleyball Superstars!

Ms Bjelica
English Teacher

Victor Kamani: ‘I found volleyball extremely enjoyable, especially the fact that it started with a few of us 
hitting the volleyball around last year at break time and it developed into one of the most popular clubs, 
proven by the amount of people who want it to have more time and more days. I’ve also met new people, 
experienced challenges that I would never have from playing solo, improved my game and developed a 
passion bordering addiction to the sport.’

Page 4
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Community Collaboration
This term has seen the start of a lot of charity and community initiatives that will continue for the rest of 
the academic year. 

We have undertaken intergenerational baking with AGE UK via Zoom. So far together we have baked a 
lemon tart, chewy cookies and marble cake. We have kept in regular contact with the elderly residents 
of Carlton Care Home through Zoom meetings/chats. Pupils have engaged in conversations about 
anything from favourite food to childhood memories. We have also more recently made Christmas cards 
which we will send out to the most isolated and lonely elderly people in our community. 

I have been really impressed with our pupils who have shown compassion, commitment and patience in 
their approach to participating in these initiatives. Keep up the  great work!

Miss Moustafa
Psychology and PSHE Teacher, Community Links and Charities Coordinator
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Being a teenager can be stressful. Exams, relationships, being away from home; all of these can cause 
tension and stress. Mindfulness is a type of meditation when you use your senses to focus on the world 
around you, blocking out other thoughts.  Practising mindfulness involves breathing methods, guided 
imagery, and other techniques to relax the body and mind and help reduce stress. This term, in the 
Mindfulness Matters club, the pupils have had the opportunity to try different techniques including 
mindful colouring, chair yoga, bubble blowing and a variety of breathing techniques. 

Mrs Clossick
English Teacher, Year 11 Coordinator

Drama
This half term Year 10 have been 
striking a pose as they learn how to 
do freeze frames in drama. Learning 
about freeze frames has helped 
students develop their non-verbal 
communication and has also helped 
them with their gestures and body 
language. Lloyd has done particularly 
well at this and was able to clearly 
demonstrate some dramatic scenes 
such as winning a football world 
cup or being involved in a race! 
In addition to this, students have been 
able to demonstrate these new skills 
in Arts Week earlier in the year.

Mr Parker
Drama Teacher

Mindfulness
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The Miracle of Christmas and the Science 
of flying reindeer
The story of Christmas is traced back by many historians to St Nicholas of Myra, a 4th century Greek 
Christian monk who was renowned for his acts of charity.

The Dutch Sinterklaas is the patron saint of children, who allegedly saved the daughters of a merchant 
from destitution by leaving a bag of gold outside the window of their home at the penultimate hour.

In Lapland, the act of charitable giving of gifts of wisdom has been attributed to Shamans who visited 
peoples’ homes, coming through the ‘chimneys’ of their tents after eating the magic mushroom, Amanita 
muscaria, commonly known as fly agaric. Allegedly the Shaman was given food in return for sharing 
his wisdom and took on a portly stature much like Santa. The reindeer were said to follow the Shaman 
because of the smell associated with the mushroom.

The reindeer in Lapland are particularly fond of foraging for the toxic mushroom, fly agaric, which 
causes them to behave in a drunken manner. The effect of fly agaric on humans is to cause 
hallucinations of flying: hence flying reindeer.

So what is the ‘miracle of Christmas’ this year? 

Hopefully, a vaccine that allows a degree of ‘normalcy’ to resume; or maybe an understanding that the 
collaborative spirit really does give rise to ‘miraculous’ discovery, or perhaps something more.

A reminder perhaps, that while we busily consume more and more material stuff, and as the Amazon 
Santa replaces the mythological one, destroying every niche of our beautiful planet, too many people 
continue to suffer hunger, poverty and destitution.

The philosophy and ethics of what we as humans, (as custodians of our planet), are doing on a day-to-
day basis, as individuals and as a collective, in terms of creativity, neglect and willful destruction is 
part of the fruitful and controversial debate which we are engaging in during Philosophy Club.

Dr Biswas
Chemistry Teacher



Page 8

Philosophy and History Club
Here’s what Maya from Poland in Year 11 has to say about Our Philosophy and History Club

The Philosophy and History Club, which is run by Dr Biswas, has been meeting every Monday since 
the end of September. As a person who has always loved the subject of History in school and has 
been interested in studying Philosophy for a few years now, I was really excited when I learned that, 
while I wasn’t able to take the subjects as part of my IGCSEs, I could at least be part of a Philosophy and 
History club. 

In the club we talk about different topics, ranging from art to politics. Something I really appreciate 
about the club is that the members are always involved in choosing what we’re going to talk about in 
a certain meeting. This can be influenced by something that is happening in the world at the 
moment (e.g. In November we talked about the US presidential election) or something we decided on 
based on Dr Biswas’ suggestion (in our last meeting we talked about how movies can influence real 
life, where we looked at “It’s a wonderful life” a movie from the 1940’s). 

I also admire that even when talking about divisive topics, where the club members don’t agree on 
certain things, we always keep the discussions polite and listen to the other’s opinions. I think that 
listening to people with opposing views to our own is really important, and learning how to do it in a 
respectful way is a useful skill to have in life.  

I would recommend joining the Philosophy Club to anyone who is interested in sharing, discussing 
and challenging their views in a class setting and who is open to learning from and hearing out other 
people’s beliefs. 
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The Importance of Tradition and Change
In English this term, and in the spirit of the winter season and the Christmas holidays, we have been 
pondering and discussing our relationship with writings from other cultures and writings from the United 
Kingdom’s past in order to build an understanding of roles, traditions and perceptions today.

Year 10 have been reading Two Kinds, which explores Jing Mei, an American born Chinese girl, struggling 
to fit in with American values and Chinese values that her mother expects from her in a world very different 
to where she herself was born and raised. The pupils enjoyed the story and could identify with it greatly. 

We discussed the values of traditions, and how they bring families together, but that too much rigidity 
can lead to a lack of innovation and conflict. The pupils agreed that a marrying of both cultures was a way 
forward for the family in the text. The class were delighted to read a text about a heritage different to their 
own as it gave them a window into a world they had not seen before and helped them to build a fuller 
picture of another culture, challenging any stereotypes they may have.  

Similar discussions occurred in Year 11 English Literature, with pupils studying Romeo and Juliet as 
part of their coursework. Here, we explored a strong tradition of theatre which is alive in the present 
day but has become more inclusive and dynamic than in Shakespeare’s time. The Elizabethan and 
Jacobean era demanded that all roles in the text be played by men, even the women characters. 
However, in the 19th Century, women began to adorn the stage in these roles. Thus, tradition and 
modernity intertwined for the better and a whole world of possibilities opened up for women, as 
directors and actors, providing multiple new layers to the interpretation of the play. 

We have discussed how stories and stage both have the power to change perceptions and inspire people 
to take on new roles, how traditions are important for a sense of identity and togetherness but they have 
to be flexible and adaptable, in regards to time and place, so everyone receives their benefits.

Miss Bano
English Teacher
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This year’s Nobel Prize in 
Physics highlights gap in 
National Curriculum
On the 6th of October 2020, the winners of the Nobel prize in Physics were announced. They relate to a 
branch of Physics that is sadly underappreciated at GCSE level, Astrophysics. It was split between three 
different people: Roger Penrose (1/2), Reinhard Genzel, (1/4), and Andrea Ghez (1/4). They each took a 
share of the Nobel Prize in Physics for their contributions to the understanding of the fascinating concept, 
with still many unanswered questions, black holes.

Penrose built on Einstein’s famous general theory of relativity to show that it leads to the formation of 
black holes. Proving Isaac Newton’s famous cliche: “If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders 
of Giants.” Interestingly, Einstein himself did not actually believe that black holes exist and sadly, Penrose’s 
paper, which may have convinced him otherwise, came 10 years after his death.

While Penrose helped to prove that black holes are possible, Reinhard Genzel’s and Andrea Ghez’s 
discovery was one that was equally important and a lot closer to home, specifically the Milky Way Galaxy. 
They discovered that there must be some unknown, extremely heavy object at the centre of our galaxy 
responsible for the orbits of the stars at the centre of our galaxy. It has not yet been proven what it is but 
at this moment in time a supermassive black hole is the only possible explanation.

Hopefully, when the National Curriculum next gets examined, they will recognise the importance of such 
a fundamental branch of Physics and decide to give it the prominent place in the GCSE syllabus that it 
clearly deserves.

Dr Mahlmeister
Head of Science, Physics Teacher
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CREST Award
What’s in food?

This term Year 9, Year 10 and Fast Track pupils engaged in 
an 8-week CREST award project. CREST is a nationally 
recognised scheme for student-led project work in the 
STEM subjects (science, technology, engineering and maths). 
The CREST scheme inspires young people to think and behave 
like scientists and engineers. 

The first project undertaken focused on different foods and 
the nutrients that they contain. Pupils chose five different food 
stuffs and tested them to ascertain if they contained protein, fat, 
sugar or starch. They then carried out an experiment to work 
out how much energy was in each type of food.

To do this they had to burn the food and see how much it 
heated up the water. Pupils used a Bunsen burner, a clamp stand, 
a boiling tube, some water and a thermometer along with 
something to hold the food over the flame. Once the food 
started to burn, pupils removed it from the flame and held it 
under the boiling tube of water. For each type of food there 
was  temperature rise which enabled the pupils to calculate the 
amount of energy each gram of food provided.

The project was both dynamic and exciting but also carried 
with it some risk. To avoid any accidents, pupils had to make 
sure to create a risk assessment following health and safety 
guidelines before getting started. 

It was wonderful to see the pupils working 
collaboratively in teams, led by the Year 10 pupils who 
expertly showed communication and leadership skills. We are 
looking forward to carrying out other similar projects next 
term.

Miss Langrish
Biology Teacher
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Mr Raymond’s Maths Challenge
Try and solve the maths challenges below. The first person to email Mr Raymond  
(rrr@millhillinternational.org.uk) with all the correct answers will win a prize in the New Year. Good Luck!

1. Twice the Age Puzzle
Age problems were quite the fashion in antiquity. Here is an example:
I have twice the age you had when I had the age you have. When you’ll have the age I have,
together we will have 63 years.
How old are we individually?

2. Algebra ABCDEF Puzzle
Solve the following (each letter is a digit):
ABCDEF x 3 = BCDEFA

3. The Strange Mind of Eureka Blip Puzzle
Welcome to the strange mind of Eureka Blip. He does not always think the same as we do,
but he does always have his own logical set of rules. One of his favourite tricks is to say the
opposite of what he really means. Recently I had a conversation with him, which went like
this:
‘Good morning, Eureka, how are you?’
‘Go away. I feel absolutely dreadful.’
‘What are you thinking about today?’
‘I’m not thinking of any number at all.’
‘Is your number less than 50?’
‘No, it is greater than 50, and it is a prime number.’
‘Is it less than 26?’
‘Yes, and it is an even number.’
‘And it’s not a square number?’
‘Correct’
‘Thank you, Eureka. Goodbye’
‘Please. Hello’
What was Eureka Blip thinking of?

4. Christmas Bells
The first bell rings every 6 minutes.
The second bell rings every 7 minutes.
The third bell rings every hour.
If all the bells ring together at noon, at what time will they next all ring together?

Mr Raymond
Mathematics Teacher
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Geography
During this term in Geography, we have investigated urban environments and the rewards and 
challenges that these places bring. Our Year 11  One Year GCSE group have studied megacities and 
slums such as Mumbai, whereas the pupils on the Two Year course have been learning about 
rivers and their processes. Volcanoes and earthquakes – Year 10 have faced the wrath of the 
hazardous Earth as they have studied unique case studies such as the Mount Merapi eruption in 
2010. The group have been able to identify the primary and secondary impacts of eruptions and can 
identify and measure a series of different hazards which the Earth presents. 

Year 11 have recently moved on to fieldwork techniques and although they cannot go into the field and 
collect their data due to restrictions, pupils have become fully emersed in techniques, sampling methods, 
presentation, and all other aspects of the geographical enquiry. 

More recently, pupils have been visited by a geography ambassador from the Royal Geographical 
Society. This was held on Zoom and pupils learnt about careers in Geography, higher education and 
the fieldwork techniques that pupils will use in the future. 

Mr Parker
Geography Teacher
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Design and Technology
It has been an interesting start to the new academic 
year, with many pupils learning online, which can make 
teaching a subject like Design and Technology fairly 
tricky.

Having said that, our pupils this year will get the 
opportunity to learn Autodesk Fusion 360, which is  a 
professional CAD program used throughout the many 
different design industries.  

The department has also been lucky enough to be 
equipped with two new 3D printers which will allow 
pupils to create a 3D model from their CAD designs 
with a press of a button.

We look forward to using them more in the Spring term!

Mr Patel
Design and Technology Teacher

Earlier in the term, artist Batool Showghi visited our Year 11 Art classes, and pupils are now completing the 
projects that they started with her. Seeing a successful artist at work was very inspiring for all of us. Above 
are some examples of sketchbook pages from the workshop created by Felix, Tasya and Sara.

Being an unusual year due to COVID-19 the pupils’ grades in Art this year will be awarded entirely based 
on their coursework. We are working hard to ensure that despite lockdowns, quarantines and remote 
learning, pupils are given the best possible opportunities for producing strong portfolios for assessment. 
We are looking forward to more pupils joining us in the classroom in 2021.

Mr Vindbjerg
Art Teacher

Artist Visit
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Music at MMHI
This term at MMHI pupils have continued to find new and 
creative ways to express their musicality. During ‘Arts Week’, 
several pupils took part in the ‘rap’ competition using music 
technology and poetry to compose their own raps. A number 
of pupils also tried out the ‘Ukulele Jam’. The pupils enjoyed 
playing together and many of them now come along to ukulele 
club each week. In assembly, GCSE Music pupil Yixuan, treated 
us all to an expressive piano performance of Beethoven’s 
‘Sonata no. 8, movement 2’.  

This half term pupils have been preparing for a virtual 
Christmas performance. All tutor groups have been getting 
into the festive spirit and have prepared a verse of a 
Christmas song to be shared with the school. The newly 
formed guitar quartet have been working hard to prepare 
some festive favourites.

Miss Rotchell
Music Teacher

Art
The first term in Art has been an 
eventful one. We have all adjusted 
well to blended teaching and 
learning with an emphasis on 
working digitally and iPads have 
become an essential tool in Art 
lessons. They also became the tool 
of choice for this year’s Art Week 
activities as well as for the Christmas 
Card competition. Here are the 
fantastic winning Christmas card 
entries from Kate and Trevor.

Mr Vindbjerg
Art Teacher
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An Extraordinary Term! 
I think it is true to say that this has been a term like no other and, for 
me, it has been a remarkable time to start a new role here at Mill Hill. 
With COVID-19 restrictions in place, and following a very detailed risk 
assessment, one would be forgiven for thinking that this was a pretty 
tough term and, in many ways, it hasn’t been easy. 

That said, this term has highlighted to me the extraordinary resilience 
and perseverance of our boarding community. Rather than being 
bogged down by what we cannot do, we have focused on what we 
can. During a national lockdown, we managed to run the gym for our 
Household Huddles, a socially distanced movie night in the theatre, 
and continued with Saturday morning activities. Boarders have 
supported one another during periods of isolation through Microsoft 
Teams, and staff have stepped up to support boarders emotionally, as 
well as in person. 

We started the term with a very full and detailed induction for new boarders, and I have been 
impressed by the way that returning pupils have supported new boarders. In our November survey, 
boarders emphasised how quickly the induction helped them to settle into to boarding, and this is 
testament to our returning boarders and staff. In the same survey, despite the COVID-19 restrictions, 
boarders emphasised how boarding with us at Mill Hill has helped them to develop their own sense 
of independence, their understanding of other cultures, their confidence, personal responsibility 
and everyday life skills.  

This is what boarding is all about; by living and working together as one big community, in one of 
the most beautiful areas of London, we learn from one another. Naman’s talk on Diwali last month 
is a superb example of this, and boarders sharing occasions such as this, regardless of their own 
backgrounds, with lights and many tones of neon, speaks of more than teenagers having some fun; 
it speaks of a mutual respect and a sense of global citizenship and internationalism, which is both 
life-affirming and gives up hope. 

As one boarder said to me a couple of weeks ago during the US election; “in a world which is so 
divided, the best thing I ever did was come to board with people from lots of other countries. By 
living and working together and learning about each other’s cultures, my eyes were opened.”

I couldn’t agree more; my eyes are continually opened by our 
insightful, keen, and fascinating young people, and Mrs Taylor 
and I are thoroughly enjoying being part of this Mill Hill 
community.  

Mr Taylor
Foundation Head of Boarding 



Page 17

Festive Fun
Christmas Jokes

How does a Christmas Tree go online?

It logs on!

What do you call a snowman in the summer?

A puddle!

Who hides in a bakery at Christmas?

A mince spy!

Which of Santa’s reindeers has bad manners?

Rude olph!

What do you call Santa Claus when 
he doesn’t move? 

Santa Pause!

What do elves learn at School?

The elf-abet!

What do snowmen eat for lunch?

Ice bergers!

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?

Snowflakes!

Looking Forward to 2021
Reasons to be cheerful

I sometimes listen to a podcast that is called “Reasons to be Cheerful”.  At the start of each episode the 
hosts always give their own reason to be cheerful and I feel that, after the travails of 2020, I would like 
to give my own.

Looking ahead to 2021, we have many reasons to be cheerful.  Our teachers and pupils will have a very 
well-deserved break before we welcome them all back in early January. At that time we will also be 
welcoming new pupils into The Foundation, some who have been learning remotely for this term, 
others who will be starting with us this Spring Term.  Who knows, there may be even more to come as 
we still have some applicants for the few spaces available in Years 9 and 10.

I am sure as we enter 2021 there will be even more reasons to be cheerful! 

Mr Lury
International Recruitment and Marketing Director
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Reindeer Wordsearch
Can you find the reindeer related words in the wordsearch below?

Which one of Santa’s reindeers is missing?! 
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Christmas Brainteaser 1
Can you find the seven hidden objects in the picture below?

Mrs Claus - A grumpy santa - A snowman - A bell - A polar bear- An elf - An apple
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Christmas Brainteaser 2
It takes the average person almost three minutes to find the hidden dog among the polar bears in this 
brainteaser. Can you beat that time?
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Christmas Riddles
Can you solve the following Christmas riddles? You’ll find the answers at the bottom.

1. I’m a plant seen at Christmas, which people hang above. They then stand beneath me and kiss
someone they love. What am I?

2. Counting down to Christmas with me can’t be beat, behind every door there lies a tasty treat. What
am I?

3. I come with many colours, so beautiful and bright, I turn so many houses into a beautiful sight. What
am I?

4. I’m Santa’s little helper, I’m loved by both girls and boys. All throughout the year, I work hard building
toys. Who am I?

5. Dropping from the sky, more beautiful than rain, there are no two pieces that will ever look the same.
What am I?

6. Rip me off quickly so I no longer hide your precious gifts that are concealed inside. What am I?

7. I’m a coloured strip used to decorate your tree, metallic and shiny and easy to see. What am I?

Christmas Crackers!

Answers: 1. Mistletoe 2. Advent Calendar 3. Christmas lights 4. An elf 5. Snowflakes 
6.Wrapping paper 7. Tinsel

Every year, people wait until December to listen to “Christmas songs.” 
Even if you don’t celebrate the occasion, Christmas songs often describe 
scenes of spending time with family and appreciating everything that we 
have – these are experiences that we all share.

In the UK, some of the favourite songs are:

• All I Want For Christmas Is You – Mariah Carey
• Last Christmas – Wham!
• I Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday – Wizzard
• Merry Xmas Everybody – Slade
• Do They Know It’s Christmas – Band Aid
• Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree – Brenda Lee

Have a listen to these over the break but be careful – they’re very catchy and you may still be singing 
these songs in January! Some of these songs are from a long time ago, with the most recent from 
1994!

What are your favourite Christmas songs? Do you prefer more recent or traditional Christmas songs?

Miss Akhtar
School Administrator, Examinations Officer, School Timetabler

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXQViqx6GMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8gmARGvPlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJPc7esgvsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvUI3Cs3j80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjQzJAKxTrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=is4NQkUN3AI
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New From 2021: Mill Hill Spring School
and Easter Revision Programme
In addition to our usual 8-week Summer School programme, in 2021 we will also be offering a 3-week 
Spring School programme during the Easter holidays from Sunday 28th March to Sunday 18th April. The 
programme is designed for 12-17 year old international students and combines the learning of English 
with mathematics and science or sport. These core elements are complemented by a varied programme 
of creative activity classes including music, dance, drama and art. Although the focus of the course 
is on academic progress the varied social programme and the exciting range of sports, activities and 
excursions will ensure that students find their spring time in Mill Hill both stimulating and rewarding.

We are also planning to run a GCSE Revision programme for the same 3 weeks in the Easter holidays. The 
course is aimed at our current Year 11 pupils and will focus on core GCSE subjects and examination 
boards. The programme will be offered on a residential and non-residential basis and pupils will be 
taught in small groups. The content of the course will combine academic tuition with study skills and 
exam practice and will prepare pupils well for their upcoming examinations. 

For more information on the programme please contact Emma Jennings, director of Short Course on 
director@millhillsummer.school or alternatively on +44 (0)203 826 33 55.

We hope you enjoy the festive season 
and look forward to seeing you in 2021.
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Mill Hill School
The Ridgeway
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 1QS

020 8959 1221 
millhill.org.uk

Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk
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