Virtual Open Morning Webinar Questions & Answers
Saturday 9 May 2021

Page 1

Summarised below are the responses to the
questions asked during Belmont’s Virtual Open
Morning held on Saturday 8 May 2021.
What does your ‘model pupil’ look like?
We don’t have a model pupil as we celebrate our
differences at Belmont. We do expect all of our
pupils to follow our values though: be kind, try
your best and embrace challenge!
What kinds of interests and goals might your
pupils have outside of academics?
With over 100 clubs on offer there is a huge range
of activities for the children to try. These might be
sport, music, creative, STEM, horse riding, fishing
or baking. There is something for everyone.
To give me a better flavour of your ethos, what
advice do you give your pupils on completing
their education with Mill Hill?
Try lots of things to find your passion, always try
your best and most importantly of all, constantly
put yourselves in other people’s shoes and show
kindness.
What is Belmont’s/Mill Hill’s USP when compared
to other schools like Highgate or Habs?
The benefits of Year 7 and 8 being in the top two
years of a prep school. The happy atmosphere
created by the fantastic pupils and staff and the
beautiful grounds that give the pupils the space
to grow.

Is the assessment for an occasional place at 7+
an exam or an interview?
The assessment for a Year 3 (7+) place (or any
other year group), always involves an academic
test (usually online) together with an interview.
Other elements such as creative writing and a
problem solving exercise may also be added.
Are your chance entries solely in Year 3 or do
you also have spaces in Year 6?
The usual year of entry is at Year 7 (11+). Other
year groups where there are opportunities
(chance vacancies) include 7+ 8+ 9+ 10 + 12+.
What proportion of the Year 7 and 8s have
joined at 11+ vs come up through earlier years at
Belmont?
Approximately 70 Belmont pupils therefore move
up to Year 7, to be joined by 70 new pupils from
other primary schools.
How many classes are there per year group?
It depends on the year group but in Year 7 there
are 7 classes with a maximum number of 20
pupils.
Is there a sibling policy for admissions?
We try to keep families together but we must take
into account academic scores of all candidates.
If there are two candidates who perform equally
well in all the elements of the test but only one
space is available, we will prioritise the sibling.

What is the average class size?
The maximum class size is 20, but usually sits
around 18-20.

Is admission based purely on assessment
results, interviews etc.?
There is an assessment for all year groups on
entry. It may vary but usually entails an academic
test in Maths and Literacy and an interview, but
may also include some comprehension or writing,
and a teamwork exercise.

How many places are available at 11+ and
roughly how many children apply for them?
About 60-70 spaces are available at Year 7 (11+)
and we receive about 450 applications.

How many classes are there in a year pre and
post the 11+?
There are four classes (of 20) in Year 6 (10+) and
we increase to seven classes (of 20) in Year 7 (11+).

How many places are available for 7+?
Up to 10 places are available for Year 3 (7+).

How many classes are there per year from Year
7?
There are 7 classes in Year 7. Each class has a
maximum size of 20 children.

Admissions Questions

Am I right in assuming you don’t follow the
Common Entrance curriculum?
We follow the National Curriculum which is
enhanced for our pupils.
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What is the range of abilities you consider in
the admissions process? In other words, how
much weight do you put into entrance exam vs.
interview?
Children who enter the 11+ will have to score at a
certain academic level to be offered a place. We
suggest that Exceeding Expectations at National
Curriculum is the level where we expect children
to be. However, there is a range within that
and we would place a higher weighting on an
interview and a strong reference if the academic
score was at the lower end of the Exceeding
Expectations range.
What do you do to integrate chance vacancy
pupils into the existing classes?
We offer an induction afternoon in the summer
term and we give new parents access to an app
which enables them to share personal information
with other new and existing parents for playdates
and car share arrangements.
What is the assessment for early places between
7+ and 11+?
It may vary due to the time of entry but usually
entails an academic test in Maths and Literacy
and an interview, but may also include some
comprehension or writing, and a teamwork
exercise.
Is there a test to move from Belmont to Mill Hill?
There is no additional external entrance test
to move to Mill Hill. Progression to Mill Hill is
automatic as long as progress is made and
behaviour is satisfactory. There are internal tests
which are used for setting purposes at Mill Hill.
How many children join Year 7 from state
schools? Do they have the same chance of
admission as prep school children?
We offer the same number of places to state
school children as we do to independent school
children. We take into account that some
references may not be as detailed and that some
state school children are not as “polished” for
interviews and tests as others.
What proportion of the Mill Hill Senior 13+
entrants come from Belmont?
Typically, around 95% of our Year 8 pupils move
on to Mill Hill.

When and how can you apply for an occasional
place?
You apply whenever you are ready. Some families
will want an immediate place and some will
apply a year in advance. We will email you when
an opportunity for a place comes up and if the
timing is right for the child, they will sit the test
for the occasional place. If they are not ready
to come for a test, families might ask to be kept
informed of the next opportunity.
How many bursary places do you offer at 11+?
The number of places varies as the bursaries
offered are all means tested.

Academic Questions
Can you please elaborate on Music at the school
and Music Scholarships? Specifically, are there
orchestras, clubs, ensembles, choirs etc.?
Music is flourishing throughout the school with
numerous opportunities to join ensembles and
perform in concerts throughout the year. There
is an ensemble for every ability level and every
type of instrument. For example, we have an
Orchestra, Jazz Band, Wind Band, Percussion
Group, Cello Group, String Group, Chamber
Group and four choirs. We work very closely with
Mill Hill School so when pupils are ready, they
can join the Foundation Orchestra, Jazz Band
and Chapel Choir. We look for musical potential
in scholarship applications so it doesn’t matter
if your child hasn’t passed a particular grade,
although we would be looking for Grade 4
standard on their first study and Grade 2 on their
second.
Are there any “all-rounder” scholarships for
academic, creative and sports combined?
At Year 7 (11+) Academic, Creative and Sports
Scholarships are offered separately but if a
candidate performs at a high level in each, we
offer a combination of scholarships.
If we want to do IB, does that mean doing GCSE
or do they go through the international school?
We do not offer IB at any of the schools within The
Mill Hill School Foundation.
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Which foreign languages do you offer in Year 7?
All Year 7 pupils will have French throughout
the year and German, Spanish and Latin will
be offered in termly blocks. In Year 8 they will
continue with French and their choice of either
Spanish, German or Latin.
Are there any plans to offer Mandarin?
We have previously had Mandarin as a club in our
extra-curricular programme and will be offering
this again from September.

Learning Support
Questions
How does the school view/support dyslexia?
There is no one size fits all approach. We
will get to know your child and along with
the recommendations from the Educational
Psychologist’s report we will ascertain what we
can put in place to best support them, be this
comprehension and inference support, spelling,
vocabulary, phonics, organisation or self-esteem.
If a child has a learning issue such as dyslexia
or dyspraxia, is that taken into account in the
entrance test result?
If you send in any copies of reports outlining the
need and the necessary support, we can ensure
this is in place.

Pastoral Questions
Please can you outline your ethnic group
representation at both the pupil and senior staff
levels.
Our staff body is representative of our pupil body
with staff and children attending school from
a wide range of ethnic backgrounds. Staff are
excellent role models to children across Belmont
and the Foundation. The school’s prefect system
rewards children for the effort and commitment
to the school regardless of their ethnicity. The
current prefects certainly highlight this with
children from a wide range of ethnic groups.

There are noises around assaults and bullying
in private schools... how are you ensuring these
challenges are managed effectively at Belmont?
Quite understandably there has been a national
outrage regarding the tragic death of Sarah
Everard. Her death has certainly raised questions
over what schools and society are doing to
educate children, with a particular focus on
the role of males and how they show respect
to women. The Mill Hill School Foundation has
always placed great emphasis on working in
collaboration with parents to educate children
on showing respect to all members of our
community. Our values of respect and kindness
are embedded in our pastoral care and our
PSHE curriculum and through class discussion,
Chapels, Assemblies and empowering pupil voice
to help raise awareness on this issue.
Our PSHE and RSE curriculum is available on our
website and gives you a flavour of the education
the children receive from 3 – 18 years of age.
Do you hold religious, or otherwise, services in
your chapels? And how often?
Belmont holds a Chapel once a week where
we ask the children to reflect on our weekly
school theme. These themes are based around
our values of kindness, trying your best and
embracing challenge. In addition, the themes
address topics such as friendship, community,
respect, relationships as well as key weeks such
as diversity, anti-bullying and mental health/
wellbeing etc. Chapel services will include a
prayer and children of non-Christian faith can use
this time to reflect. Whole school assembly again
focuses on these themes and the Headmaster
will also allocate time to reflect. The school
celebrates other religious occasions and festivals
throughout the year, and in the summer term
we hold a diversity week where we explore and
celebrate in greater depth the background of our
families and school’s diversity.
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What policies do you have in place to tackle
bullying and/or sexual harassment?
Our Anti-Bullying, Safeguarding, and Promoting
Positive Behaviour policies are in place to keep
the children safe in and outside of school. The
education through curriculum and PSHE lessons
focusses on relationships and kindness. Our
values are constantly reinforced through Chapel,
Assembly, and our weekly themes and also runs
through our behaviour policy. Dealing with any
incidents of this nature are dealt with sensitively
and support is in place for both the victim and
perpetrator though our pastoral system.
How do you accommodate for non-Christian
pupils given that Chapel and religious
ceremonies are frequent and mandatory?
All pupils attend chapel and it is a place to
reflect for all religions and faiths. We celebrate
differences in Chapel but we are also united in our
values, the most important of which is kindness.

Operations Questions
How long is the morning and afternoon trip by
bus from Hampstead?
This depends on a number of factors but usually it
is a journey of around 45 minutes.
Does the school bus run at the end of the school
day or only after the after school activities?
We have an early afternoon and late bus service
running on each of the routes. These leave
Belmont at 4:05pm and 6pm, further details can
be found on the school website.

Drama Questions
Could you also elaborate on Drama Scholarships,
i.e. requirements and how many you offer?
We haven’t offered a Drama Scholarship yet at
Belmont. This will be introduced as part of the
Creative Scholarship next year. It is likely that a
few people will be offered this opportunity and
more will follow. Year 8 pupils moving up to Mill
Hill can also try for a Drama Scholarship.

Sports Questions
What criteria do you look at for a sports
scholarship?
We suggest children be at Club/County standard
in at least one sport, however we are mindful that
children will have very different coaching and
competition experience. To that end, we look for
outstanding athletic potential and attitude. Pupils
will be assessed in two sports of their choice and
go through physical athletic testing in a range of
disciplines.
Do you have a scholarship for rhythmic
gymnastics and tennis?
We do not award sport specific scholarships.
Do the children participate in sport at the
weekend?
There are a small number of tournament-style
festivals that Belmont host and occasionally
attend at other schools. Saturday sport starts
properly in the senior school.

We live in Holland Park and I adore the idea of
your school, but worry the commute is too long
and that he would not actually make friends in
our area? Do you have thoughts on this?
The closest bus service is MH2 from Elgin Ave.
We do have a small number of children that use
this service.
What time does the normal school day start? Is
there a breakfast club?
Breakfast club starts at 7:30am and finishes at
8:15am each day. Years 3-6 will need to be in
school by 8am and Years 7 and 8 by 8:15am.
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Instilling values, inspiring minds
millhill.org.uk/belmont

Belmont
Mill Hill Preparatory School
The Ridgeway
Mill Hill Village
London NW7 4ED
020 8959 1221
millhill.org.uk/belmont
Follow us
@MillHillBelmont
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