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Summarised below are the responses to the 
questions asked during Grismdell’s Virtual Open 
Morning held on Saturday 8 May 2021.

Academic 
From what age are children taught foreign 
languages at Grimsdell Pre-Prep 
French is taught once a week in Year 1 and Year 2, 
by a specialist French teacher. 

Are the monthly themes the same for each year 
group?
The themes are termly rather than monthly and 
are adopted by the whole School. However, each 
year group will have a different focus within the 
topic and the planning will ensure coverage of the 
objectives for each individual year group. 

What is the School’s policy on streaming 
children?
We do not stream or set children at Grimsdell. 
We use differentiated resources and teaching 
methodologies in class to cater for all levels 
of ability. We also ensure that all children have 
access to higher order thinking tasks.

Are all your subject teachers specialists in the 
area they teach?
Yes, their training and qualifications relate to 
the subject they teach and they are extremely 
passionate about their subject. 

If you saw a child struggling in a particular area, 
would you provide them with 1:1 support?
We have an excellent SEN Department who can 
provide support for children in a variety of ways. 
This could be 1:1, in class, group interventions or 
OT/Speech Therapy. 

Admissions 
Does a child have to be 3 years old at the date 
of entry or are they required to turn 3 during the 
term they join?
Children applying to our Nursery, will need to be 
3 years old at the point of entry, so they will need 
to turn 3 before September 1st.

Are you looking for different things in 3+ and 4+ 
applicants and, if so, what are these differences?
The format of the interview is very similar but 
our expectations for development are age 
appropriate. 

Do you aim for a certain gender ratio and age 
distribution within year groups?
As a co-educational school we aim for a 50/50 
gender split and we are pleased to say that the 
School is currently operating with this gender 
ratio.

If a child secures a place in the Nursery do they 
automatically progress through to Reception 
or are they assessed again?
Our Nursery children automatically move up to 
Reception without interview, providing they are 
making progress. Any concerns are discussed 
early on, however, these situations are rare. 

Will there be an opportunity for children to meet 
with their class before they start in September?
Yes, there is a settling in session in June with the 
class teacher and some of the children who will 
be in their class. 

Where a child has not been successful 
in securing a place at 3+, is it possible to 
participate in the 4+ entry process?
Yes, if a child has been placed on our Waitlist for 
Nursery, but ultimately does not secure a place 
within that year group, they will be invited to take 
part in the 4+ Reception assessments. 
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Does the number of children per year group 
stay the same throughout a child’s Foundation 
journey?
In Grimsdell we have three form entry in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 so the numbers 
remain constant. Nursery is smaller with two 
classes (Morning and Afternoon). Numbers 
may then vary as children progress through the 
Foundation. 

If all of the children from your Nursery accept a 
place in Reception, how many places would be 
available for 4+ external applicants?
We are able to offer approximately twenty 
Reception places to external applicants. 

We live six miles away. Will this affect our 
application? We are not in any catchment areas. 
As an independent school we do not operate a 
catchment area criteria, our families come from a 
variety of areas. 

Can you tell us how many non-sibling places are 
available for September 2022?
This number varies from year to year, however, 
there are usually between 12-16  

With respect to transition from Grimsdell to 
Belmont, how much notice would parents 
receive if there were concerns about a child 
moving up? 
We would begin a dialogue with parents at the 
end of Reception and into Year 1. At the end of 
Year 1 or start of Year 2 we would support those 
families in finding another suitable school. 

Can you confirm how many applicants you have 
for the approx. Twenty places that are available 
for Reception?
We guarantee that we will see the first eighty 
families to Register with us for our 3+ Nursery and 
4+ Reception entry points. However, due to the 
large number of applications we receive, we often 
see in excess of this.

Do you accept the government vouchers to help 
pay for nursery?
No, unfortunately we do not accept these at 
Grimsdell.

Is there a waiting list for the Nursery, 3+ or do we 
have a good chance of being accepted?
We are oversubscribed for Nursery, we do 
therefore run a waiting list following assessment. 
However, there are a greater number of places 
available in Nursery, compared to Reception.

How many classes are there per year group?
There are three classes from Reception to Year 2.

Are all classes limited to 18 pupils?
18 is the optimum number for each Reception – 
Year 2 class, however, we can go up to 20 in some 
classes.

Food
Could you share some details about food and 
catering options at the School? Are meals 
cooked on site, dietary options, etc…? 
The food is delicious and cooked freshly on site 
by our catering team. We cater for all dietary 
requirements and allergies and the children speak 
very highly of the food! 

Are the Nursery pupils provided with lunch?
Nursery children, A.M and P.M, have lunch outside 
of School but they do get a heathy snack each 
day. 

At what stage of the Foundation do children 
get the option of a packed lunch, as opposed to 
cooked dinners, or do you encourage everyone 
to eat school provided food?
At Grimsdell all children enjoy the cooked lunch 
prepared by the School. The quality of food 
is of a very high standard and we are able to 
accommodate all dietary requirements. The 
children benefit in many ways from eating 
together. 
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Operations
Are there any clubs during the school holidays?
In the past, before Covid, we have run a Forest 
School Easter and Summer Camp. An external 
provider also runs holiday clubs using our site 
facilities and many Grimsdell children attend.

Are the Nursery children able to take advantage 
of the Stay and Play facility? 
Children who attend our Afternoon Nursery are 
able to book in for Stay and Play, in agreement 
with the Nursery Leader. 

Please confirm that the Nursery offering is for 
Morning or Afternoon, but not both?
Yes, we currently offer a choice of a morning 
session or an afternoon session.

Pastoral
Can you please talk a bit about the ethnic and 
religious diversity in each class / year group? 
What do you do to celebrate each religion?
Our School is very diverse and many cultures 
and religions are represented. We celebrate all 
religious festivals and foster an appreciation and 
respect for all faiths and none. 

Are the classes mixed up every academic year? 
How do you balance friendship considerations 
etc?
The classes are mixed up each year in order 
to broaden friendships and build a year 
group dynamic. Many things are taken into 
consideration when placing children, including 
friendships. The children are asked to name four 
friends they would like to be in a class with, we 
always ensure that they are placed with at least 
one of these friends. 

Sport
When do swimming lessons begin and how often 
do they take place?
Swimming lessons begin in the summer term of 
Year 1 and take place weekly. 

Trips
Do you offer any school trips?
We offer a myriad of school trips during  
non-Covid times. They include making the most 
of London and the surrounding area, such as 
museums, historical sites and landmarks. We also 
utilise the countryside and local area. 
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Instilling values, inspiring minds 
millhill.org.uk/grimsdell

Grimsdell
Mill Hill Pre-Preparatory School
Winterstoke House
Wills Grove
Mill Hill
London NW7 1QR

020 8959 1221 
millhill.org.uk/grimsdell

Follow us  
@MillHillPrePrep 


