
14+ English Entrance Examination, January 2014                                                                                   
Mill Hill School 

 
Time Allowed:  1 hour, 20 minutes 
 
Instructions:  Answer both sections, A and B.  Each section carries equal marks (30). 
 
The total number of marks available in this paper is 60. 
 
Credit will be given for clear, accurate writing in terms of spelling, sentence 
construction and expression, as well as your range of vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
Section A:  Comprehension 
 
 
From the train, North Wales looked like holiday hell – endless ranks of prison-camp caravan 
parks standing in fields in the middle of a lonely, windbeaten nowehere, on the wrong side of 
the railway line and a merciless dual carriageway, with views over a boundless estuary of 
moist sand dotted with treacherous-looking sinkholes and, far off, a distant smear of sea.  It 
seemed an odd type of holiday option to me, the idea of sleeping in a tin box in a lonesome 
fielf miles from anywhere in a climate like Britain’s and emerging each morning with 
hundreds of other people from identical tin boxes, crossing the rail line and dual carriageway 
and hiking over a desert of sinkholes in order to dip your toes in a distant sea full of Liverpool 
sewage.  I can’t put my finger on what exactly, but something about it didn’t appeal to me. 
   Then suddenly the caravan parks thinned, the landscape around Colwyn Bay took on a blush 
of beauty and grandeur, the train made a sharp jag north and minutes later we were in 
Llandudno. 
   It is truly a fine and handsome place, built on a generously proportioned bay and lined along 
its broad front with a huddle of prim but gracious nineteenth-century hotels that reminded me 
in the fading light of a line-up of Victorian nannies.  Llandudno was purpose-built as a resort 
in the mid-1800s, and it cultivates a nice old-fashioned air.  I don’t suppose that Lewis 
Carroll*, who famously strolled this front with little Alice Liddell in the 1860s, telling her of 
captivating stories of white rabbits and caterpillars, would notice a great deal of change today, 
except of course that the hotels were now list with electricity and Alice would be – what? – 
127 years old. 
 
*Lewis Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Taken and adapted from Notes from a Small Island, Bill Bryson (Black Swan, 1995) 
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Answer all of the questions that follow: 
 

1) Explain in your own words why Bryson compares the caravan parks to prison 
camps.(lines 1-2) (2 marks) 
 

2) Explain what is meant by the following words and phrases in the context in which 
they are presented here: 

 
A merciless dual carriageway (line 3)  (2 mark) 

           Treacherous (line 4) (1 mark) 
 

3) Outline in your own words what it is about the setting/situation of the caravan parks 
that Bryson so dislikes.  (4 marks) 
 

4) ‘I can’t put my finger on what exactly, but something about it didn’t appeal to me.’ 
(line 9).  Which literary device is being used in this sentence and how is it effective in 
its context? (3 marks) 
 

5) Which aspects/features of Llandudno appeal to Bryson?  (4 marks) 
 

6) Explain what is meant by the following words and phrases in the context in which 
they are presented here: 
 

Prim (1 mark) 
It cultivates a nice old-fashioned air (2 marks) 
Captivating (1 mark) 

 
7) In this passage Bryson describes two very different places in Britain.  From your own 

experience write 50 - 100 words describing two different places you have observed in 
a country of your own choice (which can include Britain).   (10 marks) 

 
Total marks for Section A = 30 
 
  



 
Section B:  Composition: 
 
Answer one of these questions only: 
 

1) Write a short story which begins with the following words:  ‘On New Year’s Eve the 
sky was overcast and threatened rain.  He thought of Jem driving away…’. (30 
marks) 

 
2) Write an account of a time when you learned from a mistake.  In your answer you 

should describe and explain: 
  
• The nature of the mistake and what happened 
• Why you now believe it was a mistake 
• How significant it was to you at the time 
• How it has affected your life since 
• Any other detail of relevance       

           (30 marks) 
 

3) ‘It is important that all pupils whilst at school do some sport’.  This motion is being 
discussed by your school debating club and you have been asked to speak either for or 
against it.  Write your speech. (30 marks) 

 
Total marks for Section B = 30 

 
 

 
 


