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briefing notes one

Introduction
The First World War or Great War was a truly terrible conflict. Ignored for many years by

schools, the advent of the National Curriculum and the GCSE system reignited interest in the period.

Now, thousands of pupils across the United Kingdom study the 1914-18 era and many pupils visit

the battlefield sites in Belgium and France.

Redevelopment and urban spread are slowly covering up these historic sites. The Mons battlefields

disappeared many years ago, very little remains on the Ypres Salient and now even the Somme sites

are under the threat of redevelopment. In 25 years time it is difficult to predict how much of what

you see over the next few days will remain.

The consequences of the Great War are still being felt today, in particular in such trouble spots 

as the Middle East, Northern Ireland and Bosnia.Many commentators in 1919 believed that the 

so-called war to end all wars was nothing of the sort and would inevitably lead to another conflict.

So it did, in 1939.

You will see the impact the war had on a local and personal level. Communities such as Grimsby,

Hull, Accrington, Barnsley and Bradford felt the impact of war particularly sharply as their Pals or

Chums Battalions were cut to pieces in minutes during the Battle of the Somme.

We will be focusing on the impact on an even smaller community, our school. We will do this not so

as to glorify war or the part oldmillhillians played in it but so as to use these men’s experiences to

connect with events on the Western Front.

Mill Hill was a very different community in 1914. It was single-sex and drew its pupils largely from

the Nonconformist Christian community throughout England and Wales. The School’s connections

with Yorkshire and Wales were particularly strong.

We shall see that the events of July 1, 1916 on the Somme and the tragedy awaiting the Bradford

Pals have a particular resonance for our community. Pupils did not only come from outside of

London however and we shall encounter a number of Millhillians who rather than taking the

normal route for public schoolboys and becoming officers, preferred to serve as enlisted men in

what were effectively public school’s pals battalions. For one of these battalions, July 1st would 

also be a day of disastrous failure.
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In two days, you will visit the Sanctuary Wood Museum in Ieper, the new study centre

at the Newfoundland Memorial Park in the Somme and make 8 site visits, including one to a long

stretch of preserved trenches in the Belgian town of Diksmuide. The static nature of war during the

years 1914-18 and the existence of hundreds of Commonwealth War Graves sites, make it possible

to track the events of the war in a quite unique way. By analysing the cemeteries, maintained with

such care by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, it is possible not only to follow the flow

of battles but also to get an understanding of the scale of loss involved, particularly when dealing

with the Somme battles in 1916 and The 3rd Battle of Ypres or Passchendaele in 1917.

As you view the battlefield sites, it will quickly become obvious to you how the battles of the Great

War were doomed to what the British Commanders called HCI or Heavy Casualty Inevitability. A far

more difficult question to deal with is why both sides persisted with tactics, which were destined to

bleed their countries dry.

briefing notes two

Introduction continued



briefing notes three

The Trench of Death 
at Diksmuide1

This line of trenches was of critical importance to the Belgian Army between the years

1915-18. The line as you see it now has been permanently recreated in concrete by engineers of

the Belgian Army.

There was a great deal of fighting in this area during the war. The German lines were just across 

the canal from where you are standing. Behind you much of the land was flooded by the Belgians

to stop it falling into enemy hands. Diksmuide itself was destroyed in the war.



The town square may have the feel of the 17th Century about it but it dates mainly from the 1920s

and 30s. The Hotel de Vrede, where you will eat supper, was the site of a particularly deadly German

machine gun post during the war.

Just outside of Diksmuide is the site of the first gas attack in history. Here, the Germans used

Chlorine Gas to break through the allied lines at the point where they were held by French Colonial

troops. The breakthrough was halted by Canadian troops

briefing notes four

The Trench of Death at Diksmuide continued
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Read the briefing notes on The Trench of Death

• In small groups, walk through the trench system, looking carefully at all the features which have

survived. Then answer these questions in the spaces provided.

• Identify all the features of trench design that you can see in this site.

• Now list all the features that you would expect to find in a trench system but are not 

present here.

activity sheet five

Activity One:
The Trench of Death Diksmuide



activity sheet six

What do you think you have learnt from visiting these trenches which you could not learn from

studying trench warfare in the classroom?

Activity One:
The Trench of Death Diksmuide continued



Essex Farm is typical of the smaller Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

(CWGC) cemeteries.

1.7 million Commonwealth war dead are commemorated at CWGC sites all over the world. These

sites are immediately recognisable by the Portland stone Cross of Sacrifice, which has a prominent

position in each.

briefing notes seven

Essex Farm Cemetery2

A British Dressing Station in France 1916. This would have been the scene at

Essex Farm in the years 1915-18
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Essex Farm Cemetery continued

2 As you enter the cemetery, you will see a bronze locker. This locker contains the cemetery directory

and a visitor’s book. The directory will help you to navigate the cemetery and make it possible for

you to find particular soldiers buried here.

The headstones are just under a metre in height and show the following information:

Row Reference Number
(shown on edge of stone)

Service Number 
and Rank

Date of Death 

and Age

Regimental Badge

Name
Regiment

Religious Symbol

Dedication
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Essex Farm Cemetery continued

2 Many men could not be identified and therefore they have simpler headstones

bearing an inscription such as A Soldier of the Great War. The dedication on these

headstones, Known unto God, was selected by Rudyard Kipling. Kipling took a great interest in 

the establishment of these cemeteries as, for many years, he tried in vain to find the body of his 

son John, an Irish Guard’s officer. John Kipling’s body was finally discovered in the 1990’s

Many visit this site today because it is here that the famous poem In Flanders Fields was written 

by Canadian doctor Lt Col John McCrea.

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place, and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead, short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields

Take up our quarrel with the foe

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch, be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with we who die

We shall not sleep though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

• McCrea wrote this poem in 1915, following the death of a close friend. McCrea died in 1918.

Close to the cemetery are the remains of British dugouts and field dressing stations. Here, wounded

men would be brought from the fighting on the Ypres Salient. Many men buried here would have

been those who died of their wounds.

Strudwick’s youth is by no means unique. Private John Condon was also killed in

action near Ypes - reputedly before his 15th birthday. There are accounts of

soldiers aged as young as 12 serving in the trenches and it has been established

that there were more under age soldiers serving in the British Army in France

and Belgium in 1915 than the total number in Wellington’s army at the Battle of

Waterloo see Boy Soldiers of the Great War by Richard Van Emden.



Read the briefing notes on Essex Farm Cemetery

In small groups, find the following graves:

• Frederick Leopold Pusch DSO *

• Valentine Strudwick

• T. Barratt VC  *

• Any grave showing a non-Christian symbol

*The VC or Victoria Cross is the British Army’s highest award for bravery. The DSO or

Distinguished Service Order is the next highest award.

Chose one of the above.

• Write here any information you can gain about the soldier you have chosen by using

information available at this cemetery.

activity sheet ten

Activity Two:
Essex Farm Cemetery



What other questions would you like answered about the character you have selected?

What kinds of sources might provide the answers to these questions?

activity sheet eleven

Activity Two:
Essex Farm Cemetery continued



Ypres was a major centre of British activity during the Great War. The British occupied a

salient, in other words they were surrounded on three sides by the opposing Germans. The Germans

also occupied the higher ground. Journalist C E Montague thought that Ypres resembled an

amphitheatre, with the British centre stage.

briefing notes twelve

Ypres3



The Menin Gate Memorial
This is a memorial to the missing. It was constructed

in memory of 55,000 British and Empire soldiers

who died on the Ypres Salient between 1914 and

August 1917 and who have no known grave.

(right) The Cloth Hall in 1919. Note the tour

bus in the right hand corner [ IWM ]

Stand back and look at the memorial and then look at this photo, taken near Ypres in 1917. Using

both sources and your own knowledge, give two reasons to say Why you think that there are so

many names on the memoriaL

briefing notes thirteen

Activity Three:
Ypres



Ypres is often associated with mud. Heavy shelling, concentrated on a small area, particularly

one as low lying as Ypres, conspired to make the Salient a murderous quagmire, with mud up to 12

feet deep in places. Many heavily laden men slipped from duckboards and drowned in the mud of

Ypres. Nearly 100,000 British soldiers have no known grave on the Ypres Salient.Thousands were

swallowed up by the mud and lie buried today under the modern towns and villages of the Salient.

In a recent TV programme, Belgian military archaeologists discovered a line of British trenches just

outside of Ypres, in Boesinge. They tried in vain to identify any of the many bodies they found in the

area. Recent research has shown that an oldmillhillian, John

Maitland was lost in the line at Boesinge. Could one of the bodies

that were found be his? We shall probably never know.

Maitland, whose father was The Speaker of the House of

Keys on the Isle of Man, is commemorated on the huge

Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres.

Walk to the Menin Gate memorial to the missing. Can

you find JD Maitland in the memorial register and on the

memorial?

Write any information you can find in this box

activity sheet fourteen

3
Activity Three:
Ypres continued



We will approach Sanctuary Wood along the Menin Road

This photo shows the Menin Road in October 1918 
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Activity Three
Sanctuary Wood



The Sanctuary Wood preserved trenches

and museum are on the outskirts of

Ieper. This area was the scene of

extremely heavy fighting from 1915

0nwards.

How does this site contrast with the

trench of death at Diksmude?

Think of 3 major differences

activity sheet sixteen

Activity Three:
Sanctuary Wood continued



Which of the two trench sites enables you to empathise most effectively with british soldiers of

the great war?

Why have you made this choice?

activity sheet seventeen

Activity Three:
Sanctuary Wood continued



This is the largest CWGC cemetery. Here, there are nearly 12,000 graves. There are a further

35,000 names commemorated on the Memorial Panels. As with the Menin Gate, the names on the

panels indicate men who have no known grave. Their bodies were lost in the filthy, muddy slopes

leading up to this ridge with its complex of bunkers and pill boxes, some still visible.

This position was captured by the Australians in 1917. The largest of the bunkers was subsequently

used as a field dressing station [ as at Essex Farm ].

Look down towards the spires of Ypres. Try to imagine the landscape stripped of all buildings and

vegetation. Think of the problems faced by men struggling up the muddy slopes in torrential rain,

facing apparently impenetrable German positions and constant shelling.

Now look at these sources

• Australian soldiers in the remains of Chateau Wood, Ypres 1917 [ IWM ]

• War Illustrated Cover

• Caldwell interview

• Words from

Paul Nash

Seigfried Sassoon

Basil Lidell-Hart

briefing notes eighteen

Tyne Cot Cemetery 
& Memorial4

War Illustrated Cover



“The rain drives on, the stinking mud becomes more evilly yellow, the shell holes fill up with

green-white water, the roads and tracks are covered in inches of slime, the black dying trees

ooze and sweat and the shells never cease.It is unspeakable, godless, hopeless.”

Paul Nash, official war artist, November, 1917

“I died in hell…..They called it Passchendaele,” Seigfreid Sassoon

“It [ the battle of Passchendaele ] achieved little but loss.” Basil Lidell-Hart

briefing notes nineteen

Tyne Cot Cemetery & Memorial continued

4

“There was not a sign of life of any sort. Not a tree, save for a few dead stumps which

looked strange in the moonlight. Not a bird, not even a rat or a blade of grass. Nature was as

dead as those Canadians whose bodies remained where they had fallen the previous autumn.

Death was written large everywhere. Where there had been farms there was not a stick or

stone to show. You only knew them because they were marked on the map. The earth had

been churned and re-churned. It was simply a soft, sloppy mess, into which you sank up to

the neck if you slipped from the duckboard tracks - and the enemy had the range of those

slippery ways. Shell hole cut across shell hole. Pits of earth, like simmering fat, brimful of

water and slimy mud, mile after mile as far as the eye could see. It is not possible to set down

the things that could be written of the Salient. They would haunt your dreams.”

Interview, R.A. Colwell, Private, Passendale, January 1918.

Australian soldiers in the remains of Chateau Wood, Ypres 1917 [ IWM ]

The Caldwell interview



activity sheet twenty

Activity Four:
Tyne Cot Cemetery

Read the Tyne Cot Cemetery briefing notes.

• In small groups, look carefully at the graves around you. Look at the dates on the headstones.

• Can you see any pattern to these dates?

• Using clues gained from the headstones, write here the periods in Summer and Autumn 1917

when the fighting in this area was particularly fierce.



You will be given the dates of the 3rd Battle of Ypres to write here. How do these dates compare

with yours?

What, if anything, do you think you can learn from visiting this site which you could not learn from

a visit to the museum?

activity sheet twenty-one

Activity Four:
Tyne Cot Cemetery



As we drive along the road from Bapaume to Albert, we are cutting through the Somme

battlefields of 1916-18

The Germans held Bapaume and the British Albert. The British and Empire Armies attempted from

Summer 1916 to break through the heavily defended German positions on either side of this road.

On July 1, 1916, the British Army suffered its greatest ever setback, 60,000 men were killed and

wounded in a few hours. In one day the British lost more men than the French did at Verdun in 

the costliest month of fighting there.

As we drive down this long straight road, you will begin to see thousands of graves, showing 

the points where Haig’s Army struggled against the German defences that were supposed to 

be destroyed…… but weren’t.

We start our visit to the Somme battlefields at La Boiselle. It was here that one of the huge

landmines signalling the beginning of the offensive was detonated. Here, 60,000 lbs of high

explosives blasted a hole in the German defences.

Miners had placed the huge explosive charge under the German lines and the detonation took

place at 7.28 am on July 1st. Just two minutes later, the British and their allies went over the top.

briefing notes twenty-two

The Somme5
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The Somme continued
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The Somme continued

5 Other mines were set to detonate at 7.28 am. However, a few miles away, at Hawthorn Ridge, the

detonation took place at 7.20 am, at the insistence of the local commander. You will be able to see

a film of this event later on today. The impact of the mistake will become clear to you in the next

few hours.

Following the massive, week-long bombardment and the detonation of the mines, the British

soldiers were assured that they would be able to stroll across no man’s land, through the shattered

German positions.

It was not to be like that.

British machine gunners during the Somme offensive in 1916.



briefing notes twenty-five

5

(above)

British Press photos of 1916. They show an apparent victory over the Germans. The truth was

rather different. This source shows the dangers of taking primary sources at face value!

(left) OM Norman Pidduck died whilst serving as a machine gun officer on July 1, 1916 

at La Boiselle [ IWM ]

The Somme continued



You are about to enter a preserved battlefield of the 1916 period. At this site you can

clearly see the problems that would have faced the British soldiers on July 1st.

Amongst the troops facing the Germans at this point were men from the tiny community of

Newfoundland. The impact of a military disaster of this scale on small communities will become

clear to you after visiting this site. Close to this site were the men of the British Pal’s Battalions.

Their story will be told later in the day.

You will first walk the battlefield, through the British lines, out into no man’s land and into the

German defences. You will cross the ground where in a few minutes, the Newfoundland Regiment

lost well over 80% of its strength. The British had been bombarding the German trenches for a

week. They expected that when the order came to go over the top that they would be able to walk

across no man’s land. However, as you will see when you have crossed no man’s land, the German

positions were deep underground. When the British and Canadian forces went over the top they

found that they had to face German troops unaffected by the bombardment and warned of the

impending attack by the early detonation of the mine at Hawthorne Ridge.

Much of the authentic filming for the Battle of the Somme film took place close to this spot. Some

of the filming was actually done in Beaumont Hamel. The strained faces of the men of the 29th

Division can be seen as they wait to go into action. By the time the film was shown in England

many of these men would be dead, their bodies lost in the ground across which you are about to

walk. A memorial to the men of the 29th Division is to be found at the entry to the park.

After seeing the battlefield you will go into the Park Study Centre. Interactive displays, artefacts and

audio-visual presentations here tell the story of July 1,1916 from the Newfoundlander’s perspective.

briefing notes twenty-six

The Newfoundland
Memorial Park,
Beaumont Hamel6

Map and guide to

the Memorial Park



Read The Somme briefing notes.

This activity is to be completed after you have walked the Beaumont Hamel battlefield site and

visited the Study Centre.

UNESCO has designated hundreds of World Heritage Sites. These sites have been selected because

they have special cultural or historical importance or because they are areas or great natural beauty

or significance.

No battlefields have been accorded the distinction of being called a World Heritage Site.

Read this description of Auschwitz which is in Poland. Auschwitz is the one of the few World

Heritage Sites linked with modern history and the destruction of life. This description shows you why

UNESCO thinks Auschwitz important enough to be included in the list.

The fortified walls, the barbed wire, the platforms, the barracks, the gallows, the gas chambers

and the cremation ovens all bear witness to the conditions within which the Hitlerian genocide

took place in the former concentration and extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the most

extensive of the Third Reich. Four million persons, among them a great number of Jews, were

systematically starved, tortured and assassinated in this camp, symbol of the cruelty of man to his

fellow- men in the 20th century

If you were trying to get Beaumont Hamel designated as a World Heritage Site, what points would

you make to UNESCO?

activity sheet twenty-seven

Activity Five:
The Somme

continue over page
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One of the officers leading the Bradford Pals into action on July 1, 1916 was Captain

Donald Smith, the son of a Bradford JP, who had played rugby for Yorkshire before the war. Smith

had been a pupil at Mill Hill, where he had been a member of School House, a Monitor, and a 1st

XV player.

22 year old Smith was a brave officer who was respected by his men. He was however a rather

dour character with a strict moral code. He was a tee-totaller who discouraged his men from

drinking alcohol. As zero hour approached on July 1, some of his men were infuriated as he ordered

the surplus pre-battle rum to be poured down the sump hole in their trench.

As soon as Smith and his men of the 1st Bradford Pals left their trench at 7.30 am, they were torn

apart by German machine gun fire. Donald Smith was hit almost immediately and was last seen

sheltering in a shell with two other officers, Pringle and Symonds. Both Smith’s and Symonds’

bodies were never seen again. Pringle’s body was found in 1936 and buried at Colincamps. The

other two men’s names are inscribed on the Thiepval Memorial.

Serving with the Bradford Pals were the Leeds Pals. One of the officers of this unit was 31 year old

Captain Charles Town. Charles Town was a successful solicitor and Deputy Town Clerk of Leeds. Like

Donald Smith, he had been a member of School House. Town had joined the Pals on the outbreak

of war and had been decorated for bravery with the Military Cross.

Charles Town survived the horrors of the Battle of the Somme to be killed in the equally terrible 3rd

Battle of Ypres. As with Donald Smith, his body was never found. His name is inscribed on the Tyne

Cot Memorial.

briefing notes twenty-nine

The Bradford Pals and
the Action at Serre:
The Story of 2 oldmillhillians

7

Captain D C Smith

Captain Charles

Town MC

As we drive through the battlefields of the Somme read this account of action on the

first days of the 1916 Battle.
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The Story of 2 oldmillhillians continued

7 SERRE 1ST JULY 1916 Death of the Pals by Paul Reed, a battlefield historian.

Serre. Graveyard of the northern Pals Battalions. It was here on 1st July 1916

that the men of the 31st Division were mown down like sickled corn in a vain

attempt to capture the German lines around the village of Serre. The men

who fought and died here that day have in many ways come to stand for all

that we think of when we think back to the waste and sacrifice of those

years. For these Pals battalions had been formed on the outbreak of war in

August 1914, when several regiments from Lancashire and Yorkshire

combined to form a whole division of locally raised units. Men from many of

the major northern towns – Accrington, Barnsley, Bradford, Hull, Leeds and

Sheffield – had joined up together. Men who often lived in the same street;

had gone to the same school; worked in the same factory, mill or pit; were

inter-related by marriage; dated the same sweetheart. These men, tied by the

bonds of local pride, willingness to do their duty and often a sense of

adventure, became those most famous of regiments – the Pals. The Pals

battalions were by no means just a northern phenomena. But they are the

most famous, and here at Serre was arguably the most tragic chapter in their

history.

Serre was little more than a hamlet in 1914, but after a brief skirmish on the

Somme between the French and Germans in October, both sides dug in and

the trench lines began. The German unit – 26th (Reserve) Division - which

would stay here until the Battle of the Somme, arrived at this time and

began to set about improving their positions. They would have nearly twenty

months of such preparation before the Pals arrived and by 1916 Serre was

one of several bastions in the German defenses on the Somme.

The German front line ran west of the village, and was backed up with a

further three lines of trenches behind it. A main road ran east from Serre to

Mailly-Maillet and at a point on the northern tip of what was known as the

Redan Ridge to the British was a German redoubt called the Heidenkopf. The

forward trenches were built on the reverse slope of a rise, so that any

approaching troops would be skylined and thus be perfect targets. Out in

front was a deep protective belt of barbed wire. Contemporary photographs

show the German trenches to be deep, with even deeper dugouts. Ten

machine-gun positions were established at various points, all of which

overlooked various aspects of the battlefield or covered the approaches to

the village. The men of the 26th (Reserve) Division might have been forgiven

for thinking that their position was almost impregnable.



The British line was almost ephemeral in contrast. Trenches, often poorly

constructed and badly placed had been taken over from the French in late

1915. Four small copses straddled the front line – Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John – and in a valley to the rear which ran back to a large old farm complex,

La Signy Farm, was a light railway used to bring up supplies and evacuate the

wounded and dead. Access to the sector was usually via the village of

Colincamps by a long, tree-lined track which led to the ruins of a sugar-

factory. Men had to pass a military cemetery on the way, and several units

coming up just prior to the Somme noticed fresh graves being prepared for

the forthcoming offensive. From the sugar factory there were long

communication trenches past a system of forts to the copses and the front

line. Dug outs were scarce; ‘funk holes’ scratched into the side of a trench

served as temporary shelter. Some of the forts had battalion headquarters,

and the cellars of La Signy Farm offered some comfort, but for those doing

duty in the forward area it was a matter of sleeping on the fire step, when

sleep was an option.

As with elsewhere on the Somme front prior to the commencement of the

battle, the attacking troops at Serre were told that nothing would survive the

preliminary bombardment – not even a rat. Along the whole front one and

three quarter million shells had been fired. Such high faith was placed in the

power of the artillery that the attacking battalions at Serre were instructed

to walk across No Man’s Land. Why run? When there would be no opposition

ahead of you? In many ways, the Pals were told, their job would be one of

consolidation – take the German trenches, dig-in and wait for the cavalry

break-through. And as such each man was loaded up with a variety of battle

gear needed to do this job – picks, shovels, mallets, rolls of wire, barbed wire

pickets. So when the time of attack came at 7.30am on 1st July, the battalions

of the 31st Division left their trenches and began the climb up that long

gradual slope leading to Serre.

Despite the bombardment, No Man’s Land was thick with grass, often waist

high. Survivors recall a flash of light as the German machine-guns

commenced their work, and the sight of comrades suddenly dropping to their

knees or disappearing into the long grass. Naively they believed the order to

lay down had been passed round by an officer, and they, too, obeyed. In

many cases it saved their lives and it was only when they jumped into shell-

holes or wriggled amongst the undergrowth that they discovered their

comrades were dead, dying or wounded. Those who made it to the German

lines found them often impassable. A surviving officer of the Sheffield Pals

paints a not un-typical picture of the battlefield.

briefing notes thirty-one

The Story of 2 oldmillhillians continued
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“A great many casualties were caused by the enemy’s machine-guns; in fact

the third and fourth waves suffered so heavily that by the time they had

reached No Man’s Land they had lost half their strength. Whole sections were

wiped out.

The German front line wire was found to be almost intact.  A few men

managed to enter the German trenches but in all other parts of the line men

were held up, being shot down by the Germans in front of them. The few

survivors took shelter in shell holes in front of the German wire and remained

there until they could get back under cover of darkness.”

By the close of the day those Pals battalions had all but disappeared into

machine-gun oblivion. Casualties were terrible. The division had lost over

4,500 men. In each of the attacking battalions losses had been more than

seventy percent. The Leeds Pals, Bradford Pals, Sheffield City Battalion and

Accrington Pals all lost over 500 men each. The impact on these local

communities is hard to imagine; whole streets, towns and cities were

suddenly thrown into mourning. Just about every family had lost someone, or

knew a soldier who had fallen. 

1st July 1916 became a Black Day for the north, still remembered more than

eighty years later. John Harris’ epitaph on these men, in his fictionalised

account of the Sheffield Pals, remains as poignant today as when he first

wrote it in the 1960s;

“Two years in the making. Ten minutes in the destroying. That was our

history.”

Serre today is a tranquil location, a world away from what happened here in

1916. A long cart track takes the visitor from the main road up to the area of

the copses. Matthew disappeared under the plough some years ago and the

others have been planted so they are now one large wood. But within their

leafy shade the signs of trenches and shell-holes remain. One part of them

was purchased by the City of Sheffield after the war as a memorial park to

their men who died here on 1st July. A shallow ditch is seen on entering the

park; its zigzag shape now barely visible. But it was from here that the men

of the Accrington Pals began their attack on the First Day of the Somme.

Among the trees are now many memorials. To Accrington, Barnsley, Bradford,

Chorley and Sheffield. Most have been erected in the past ten years, as much

briefing notes thirty-two

The Story of 2 oldmillhillians continued
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The Story of 2 oldmillhillians continued
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Serre – The Losses

• 11th Bn East Lancs (Accrington Pals)

585 casualties

• 12th Bn York & Lancs (Sheffield Pals)

512 casualties

• 13th Bn York & Lancs (1st Barnsley Pals)

400+ casualties

• 14th Bn York & Lancs (2nd Barnsley

Pals) 400+ casualties

• 15th Bn West Yorks (Leeds Pals)

539 casualties

• 16th Bn West Yorks (1st Bradford Pals)

515 casualties

• 18th Bn West Yorks (2nd Bradford Pals)

490 casualties

• 18th Durham Light Infantry (Durham

Pals) 418 casualties

• 12th Bn Kings Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry

192 casualties

©Paul Reed 2001

a testimony to the increased interest in the Great War as the men they

commemorate. One memorial is original, though. A simple concrete cross

marks the original grave site of Private Albert Bull of the Sheffield Pals,

whose body was found here as late as April 1928. He is now buried

elsewhere.

Around the copses are four battlefield cemeteries. They were made in 1917,

after the Germans had retreated to the Hindenburg Line. For it was a sad fact

that Serre never fell throughout the Battle of the Somme, and a sad irony

that the 31st Division was still here in March 1917. When they finally

advanced on Serre they found dozens of bodies in the old No Man’s Land and

hanging on the German wire. The bodies of their comrades who had fallen

here on 1st July 1916; and it befell to those still alive at this time to attempt

to identify them, and established these cemeteries. In Railway Hollow

Cemetery to the rear of the memorial park, the parents of Alf Goodlad chose

an inscription which echoed the thoughts of many a Pal; “France is a grand

nation worth fighting for”.



There are nearly 75,000 names inscribed on the huge Thiepval Memorial, including those

of 10 oldmillhillians who lost their lives in the first Battle of the Somme and whose bodies were

never recovered.

In all 29 ex-pupils of Mill Hill School were killed on the Somme from July 1, 1916 to November 20,

1916. The names of these men can be found listed under the names of the villages or trench lines

they died near. The Somme battles of 1916 seemed to touch every community in the United

Kingdom.
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The Thiepval Memorial
To the Missing8



Read the briefing notes on the Thiepval Memorial to The Missing.

You will need to use the Cost to Mill Hill sheet as reference for this activity.

Choose one name from this sheet on page 38 and discover all you can about the man from the

memorial register

Do you think the design construction and scale of this memorial would discourage people from

going to war?
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Activity Six:
Thiepval



IIs there anything which you think can only be learnt from visiting this site?
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Activity Six:
Thiepval



• ALBERT

W Lyle [ 1/7/16 ] 

• BEAUMONT HAMEL

F W Anderton [ 1/7/16 ]

C A Edmondson

A H McGregor

A I Rieu [ 1/7/16 ] *

G H Robinson [ dow rec 1/7/16 ]

• BUTTE de WARLARNCOURT

W D Bentall *

• CONTALMAISON

D Clarke

• CORBIE

R N Butcher

• DANZIG ALLEY/MAMETZ

R P Taylor

J F Venmore

• FINCOURT-BOUCHY

W B Saint

• GOMMECOURT

P D Morris [ dow rec 1/7/16 ]

• HIGH WOOD

E B Keiller

E Livermore *

H Smith

• La BOISELLE

N Pidduck [ 1/7/16 ] *

• LEIPZIG REDOUBT/THIEPVAL

C D Piggott *

• Le TRANSLOY/LESBOEUFS

G Hall *

• LONGEUVAL

R G Scarr

• MAMETZ WOOD

J P Taylor

• MARICOURT

S H Barkby

• MEAULTE

A T Knight

• SERRE

D C Smith

• THIEPVAL MEMORIAL **

W H Cullen

F W Royle

A H Smith

C W Spicer

• TRONES WOOD

A S Damsell
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The Battle of The Somme
July 1, 1916 – November 20, 1916.

The Cost to Mill Hill School.

9
*indicates that the name
is recorded on the
Thiepval Memorial.

**names recorded at
Thiepval. Place of death
unknown at this time.

[1/7/16] shows men who
died as a result of action
on the 1st day of the
Somme battle.


