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This paper contains two sections, A and B.  Section A is subdivided into i) and ii) (prose and 
poetry respectively). 
 
Section A is worth a total of 40 marks, and Section B is 30 marks, totalling 70 marks for the 
whole paper. 
 
Answer all questions in Section A (on both the prose passage and poem) and one from 
Section B. 
 
In Section A the questions are flagged to relative difficulty as follows: 

*      = straightforward 
**    = slightly difficult/challenging 
***  = challenging/complex (up to scholarship standard) 

 
 
 
Section A:  Comprehension: 
 

i)  PROSE   (20 marks) 
 

Read the following passage and then answer all of the questions that follow it.  You will 
be assessed upon the quality of your understanding as well as your powers of analysis 
and evaluation, appreciation of writing technique and personal response.   You should 
spend about 30 minutes on the prose passage and its related questions. 
 
The narrator is staying at Lorraine Castle.  He has been warned by three elderly residents of 
the castle not to enter the great red room as it is haunted by the spirit of a young duke who 
had died there many years before.  But the narrator ignores their warnings and decides to 
spend a night in the red room to see if anything happens.  He has just arrived at the start of 
his vigil. 
 
Looking around that large sombre room, with its shadowy window bays, its recesses and 
alcoves, one could well understand the legends that had spouted in its black corners, its 
germinating darkness.  My candle was a little tongue of light in its vastness that failed to 



pierce the opposite end of the room, and left an ocean of mystery and suggestion beyond its 
island of light. 
 
I resolved to make a systematic examination of the place at once, and dispel the fanciful 
suggestions of its obscurity before they obtained a hold upon me. After satisfying myself of 
the fastening of the door, I began to walk about the room, peering round each article of 
furniture, tucking up the valences of the bed, and opening the curtains wide.  I pulled up the 
blinds and examined the fastenings of the several windows before closing the shutters, leant 
forward and looked up at the blackness of the wide chimney, and tapped the dark oak 
panelling for any secret opening.  There were two big mirrors in the room, each with a pair of 
sconces bearing candles, and on the mantelshelf, too, were more candles in china 
candlesticks.  All these I lit one after the other.  The fire was laid, an unexpected 
consideration from the old housekeeper – and I lit it, to keep down any disposition to shiver, 
and when it was burning well, I stood round with my back to it and regarded the room again.   
I had pulled up a chintz-covered armchair and a table, to form a kind of barricade before me, 
and on this lay my revolver ready to hand. 
 
By this time I was in a state of considerable nervous tension, although to my reason there was 
no adequate cause for the condition.  I found the remoter darkness of the place, and its perfect 
stillness, too stimulating for the imagination.  The echoing of the stir and crackling of the fire 
was no sort of comfort to me.  The shadow in the alcove at the end in particular had that 
undefinable quality of a presence, that odd suggestion of a lurking, living thing that comes so 
easily to mind in silence and solitude. 
 
My mind reverted to the three old and distorted people downstairs, and I tried to keep it upon 
that topic.  The sombre reds and blacks of the room troubled me; even with seven candles lit 
the place was merely dim.  The one in the alcove flared in a draught, and the fire’s flickering 
kept the penumbra perpetually shifting and stirring.  Casting about for a remedy, I recalled 
the candles I had seen in the passage and, with a slight effort, walked out into the moonlight, 
carrying a candle and leaving the door open, and presently returned with as many as ten. 
 
 
 
Taken and adapted from The Red Room,  H.G. Wells, Stories Then and Now, 
Heinemann/New Windmills 1997 
 
Questions: 

 
1) List any three adjectives used in the first sentence that describe the Red Room.  (3 

marks)* 
 

2) In the first paragraph the candle is described as offering ‘a little tongue of light’.  What 
literary device is being used here and what is its effect? (3 marks)* 

 
3) Explain in your own words what is meant by the following words/phrases in the context 

of this passage: 
 

systematic(paragraph 2)  (1 mark)** 
obscurity (paragraph 2)  (1 mark)* 
barricade (paragraph 2) (1 mark)** 



solitude (paragraph 3) (1 mark)* 
penumbra (paragraph 4) (1 mark)*** 
 

4) Re-read paragraph 2 carefully.  List/quote three actions that suggest the narrator’s rising 
sense of tension at this time.  (3 marks)* 
 

5) Write a paragraph describing a place that you have visited which you found scary, 
haunting or disturbing.in some way  You should include a range of writing features (for 
example adjectives, metaphors/similes, imagery) to illustrate how and why the place had 
this effect upon you. (6 marks)** 
 
(Total of 20 marks for Prose section) 

 
 
 

ii)  POETRY   (20 marks) 
 
 
Read the following poem and then answer all of the questions that follow it.  You will be 
assessed upon the quality of your understanding as well as your powers of analysis and 
evaluation, appreciation of writing technique and personal response.   You should spend 
about 30 minutes on the poem and its related questions. 
 
 

  When You are Old 
 
When you are old and gray and full of sleep 
And nodding by the fire, take down this book, 
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look 
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep; 
 
How many loved your moments of glad grace, 
And loved your beauty with love false or true; 
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you, 
And loved the sorrows of your changing face. 
 
And bending down beside the glowing bars, 
Murmur, a little sadly, how love fled 
And paced upon the mountains overhead, 
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars. 
 
     W.B. Yeats (1865-1939) 
 

 
1)  Explain in your own words how Yeats presents in the first stanza the experience of 

being old.  *(4 marks) 
 

2) According to the poet in the second stanza, what are two advantages of being young?  
*(2 marks) 
 



3) Explain briefly what is meant by the following words/phrases in the context of this 
poem: 

a) Shadows deep* (1 mark) 
b) The pilgrim soul** (1 mark) 
c) The glowing bars** (1 mark) 
d) Murmur* (1 marks) 

 
4) a)  In the third stanza, what poetic technique is being used to depict love? **                                 

(2 marks) 
 
b) Explain how effective you consider this to be for the poet’s purpose here***. (2 
marks) 

 
5) a) Identify any three images that appear in this poem and explain how effective they 

are in presenting Yeats’ vision of old age and love.   (6 marks) 
 
 
Section B:  Composition 
 
Choose any one of the following questions.  You spend about 30 minutes on this 
section of the paper. 

 
1) Write a short story using any of the following titles: 

 
Raspberry Jam 
Dancing in Rome 
The End of the Line 
The King, the Queen and the Witch 

 (30 marks) 
 

2) Write about a memorable journey that you have made.  You should describe the 
journey itself carefully and explain why you have particularly remembered it.  
          (30 marks) 
 

3) ‘I should have done that differently.’  Write about a time when you made a mistake, 
or did something that you regretted.  You should explain what happened, how and 
why it occurred, and what lessons you drew from the experience..  (30 marks) 
 
(Total of 30 marks composition section) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


