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Please read this information before the examination starts.

•	 You have 1 hour 15 minutes which includes reading and note-making time.

•	 The paper is divided into two sections.

•	 Answer all the questions in Section A and one question from Section B.

•	 Remember to write Level 2 at the top of your answer page.

•	 Vocabulary, spelling, grammar, punctuation and presentation are important and will be 
taken into account.
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The poem is from The War Poems (Poets of the Great War), published by Faber and Faber Ltd, copyright Siegfried Sassoon, reproduced by 
kind permission of the Estate of George Sassoon ©.
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SECTION A: POETRY

Read the poem below and answer the questions opposite, using complete sentences.
The marks at the end of each question are a guide as to how much you should write in your 
answers.

The Hero

5

10

15

‘Jack fell as he’d have wished,’ the Mother said,
And folded up the letter that she’d read.
‘The Colonel writes so nicely.’ Something broke
In the tired voice that quavered to a choke. 
She half looked up. ‘We mothers are so proud
Of our dead soldiers.’ Then her faced was bowed.

Quickly the Brother Officer went out. 
He’d told the poor old dear some gallant lies
That she would nourish all her days, no doubt.
For while he coughed and mumbled, her weak eyes
Had shone with gentle triumph, brimmed with joy,
Because he’d been so brave, her glorious boy.

He thought how ‘Jack’, cold-footed, useless swine,
Had panicked down the trench that night the mine
Went up at Wicked Corner; how he’d tried
To get sent home, and how, at last, he died,
Blown to small bits. And no-one seemed to care
Except that lonely woman with white hair.

Siegfried Sassoon
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(Total marks for this section: 25)

1. ‘Jack fell as he’d have wished…’

 (a) Explain what the mother means when she says this. (2) 

 (b)  What sort of death does she think her son had?
  Explain your answer using evidence from the poem. (1+2)

 (c) What sort of death did her son actually have? (2)

2. Re-read the first two stanzas.
 Describe two of the emotions experienced by the mother and explain the reasons for 

each of them. (4)

3. How does the poet make you feel sympathy for the mother?
 Give three examples from the poem and explain your choices. (6)

4. What are your feelings towards the Brother Officer?
 Explain your answer with close reference to the poem. (5)

5. How appropriate, do you think, is the title of the poem?
 Give full reasons for your answer. (3)

TURN OVER FOR SECTION B
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(Total marks: 50)

SECTION B: IMAGINATIVE WRITING

Write on any ONE of the following topics.
Each one is worth 25 marks.
Credit will be given for good spelling, accurate punctuation and appropriate presentation 
as well as for imaginative and exciting use of vocabulary.

1. Write a story using one of the following titles:

(a) Wicked Corner

(b) Gallant Lies

2. Write a description of the sights, sounds and atmosphere in a classroom where the class is 
waiting for the teacher to arrive.

3. Flood

4. Write about the first time you spent a night away from home without your family.
 You might like to include details of:

•	 where you stayed
•	 who you were with
•	 how you felt about being away from home for the first time
•	 whether or not you enjoyed the experience


