
14+ English Entrance Examination, January 2015                                                                                   
Mill Hill School 

 
Time Allowed:  1 hour, 20 minutes 
 
Instructions:   
 
Answer both sections, A and B.  Each section carries equal marks (30). Therefore you 
spend equal time on each question (about 40 minutes) 
 
The total number of marks available in this paper is 60. 
 
Credit will be given for clear, accurate writing in terms of spelling, sentence 
construction and expression, as well as your range of vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
Section A:  Comprehension 
 
Read the following passage and then answer all of the questions that follow it 
 
Chris Stewart, who used to be the drummer of the rock band Genesis, moved from the UK to 
live in a remote mountain farm in Andalucia, southern Spain.  In this scene he describes how 
a midnight swim was suddenly disturbed by the unexpected arrival of his peasant friend 
Domingo and his flock of sheep: 
 
August nights can be hot.  You sit outside, scantily dressed for coolness, and the sweat still 
pours off you, while the frenzied screaming of the cicadas and other hot-night creatures 
makes your head reel. 
That summer there was one spectacularly sultry night.  Sleep would have been impossible 
so, after a late supper, we three – along with the two dogs – went down to the Cadiar for a 
midnight bathe.  The moon was full to illuminate our path and we took some candles to light 
the shadows by the river. 
There was a pool in the river which we had made by spanning the gap between a couple of 
rocks with some tree-trunks, and filling in the dam with stones and brushwood.  We set the 
candles on the dam and slipped into the cool water.  Swimming upstream a little, we drifted 
back with the lazy current and watched the moonlight and the candle-flames glittering in the 
ripples on the dark surface of the water.  The canes and willows on the banks stood 
motionless in the breathless heat of the night.  The dogs sat patiently by the water and Chloe, 
sitting like a mermaid on a rock, droned sleepily on through a succession of Spanish 
nursery rhymes that Rosa had taught her. 
All of a sudden the dogs leapt to their feet and growled, staring into the distance up the river.  
The moon had sunk behind the Serreta now, and apart from the pool of light made by our 
candles, the river was in darkness.  I shivered a little anxiously, wondering what might be 
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out there.  We peered into the shadows but could see nothing.  And then little by little a pale 
mist seemed to fill the valley.  It swelled and then shrank, and then started to take on a more 
solid form as it moved closer towards us.  We stood and stared, transfixed. 
Bonka started to bark furiously and then I saw it was Domingo’s sheep moving down the 
moonlit river; behind them I could just make out Domingo riding his donkey.   
We slid like alligators back into the river and grinned at one another as they passed. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Taken and adapted from Driving Over Lemons, Chris Stewart, Penguin Books; 1999 
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Answer all of the questions that follow: 
 

1) In the first paragraph (lines 1 – 3) explain briefly in your own words how the author 
feels about summer nights in southern Spain. (2 marks) 
 

2) Explain in your own words what is meant by the following words and phrases in the 
context in which they are presented here: 
 

 Scantily dressed  (line 1)  (1 mark) 
One spectacularly sultry night (line 3)   (1 mark) 

            Illuminate (line 6) (1 mark) 
            

 
3) Outline how the author conveys his enjoyment the experience of midnight bathing in 

the river.  You should quote from the passage to support your ideas and consider any 
literary methods that he uses for his purposes.    (6 marks) 
 

4) ‘Sitting like a mermaid on a rock’ (line 14)/’We slid like alligators back into the 
river.’ (line 24)  Which literary device is being used in each of these sentences? 
Explain how each one is effective in its context  (5 marks) 
 

5) Reread the paragraph beginning ‘All of a sudden the dogs leapt to their feet…’  
Analyse how the author manages to change the mood and create a sense of tension in 
this paragraph.  (5 marks) 
 

6) In this passage Stewart describes an enjoyable summer activity.   From your own 
experience write 50 - 100 words describing a summer holiday activity that you have 
taken part in and enjoyed.  (9 marks) 

 
Total marks for Section A = 30 
 
 
Section B:  Composition: 
 
Answer one of these questions only: 
 

1) Write a short story which begins with the following words:  ‘The October leaves had 
fallen on the lake.  The rabbits…’ (30 marks) 

 



2) Write an account of a time when you took a wrong turn.   In your answer you should 
describe and explain: 
  
• What happened/why you took the wrong turn 
• How and why it proved to be a bad  decision 
• How significant it was to you at the time 
• How far it has affected you since, if at all 
• Any other detail of relevance       

           (30 marks) 
 

3) ‘Most UK schools start their working days between 8am and 9am, but pupils would 
achieve more if the timetable did not begin so early when young people are often not 
at their best.’   Write an article for a newspaper either supporting or opposing this 
statement, giving clear reasons for your choice of argument.  (30 marks) 

 
Total marks for Section B = 30 
 


