
 

Year 8 English Revision Guide Autumn 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Exam Paper Will Consist of:  

 
Poetry Comprehension                   (45 mins) 
Imaginative Writing        (30 mins) 
 

Paper 1 

This is the poetry comprehension and imaginative writing paper. There will be an 
additional mock to assess Paper 2 in Spring Term. 

 

Section A:  

Poetry comprehension (25 marks) 

 
This is a test of reading skills.  Students will be asked to read a poem and answer 
different types of questions relating to what they have read. There will be around 5-
10 questions. Some questions will ask for straight-forward answers (retrieval style 
questions) while other questions will require students to think more deeply (infer 
and deduce) about what they have read and respond with an opinion or comment. 
For the poetry paper, students to explain a writer’s ideas and how they use methods 
to achieve specific effects. The number of marks per question is a guide as to how 
much detail is needed for each question. Students should be using quotations from 
the poem wherever possible to further demonstrate and support their 
understanding.  
 
Suggested exam technique: 

 Look carefully at the marks on offer for each question. 

 Use quotations from the text in your answers, in speech marks “  ”. 

 Spend at least 2 minutes reading the questions before reading the poem. 

 Spend 5-8 minutes reading the poem thoroughly and highlighting potential 
evidence in response to the questions. 

 Spend 35 minutes answering the questions in full sentences. 
 
Revision of poetic methods should be revised, such as: metaphor, simile, 
personification, alliteration, rhyme, rhythm, enjambment, etc. 
 
Students will not be marked on spelling, punctuation or grammar, but legible 
handwriting is important. 
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Section B:  

Imaginative writing (25 marks) 

Students are required to answer one question based on one of the prompts 
provided. Students are expected to demonstrate their ability to use correct spelling, 
punctuation, grammar and syntax, and to adapt their writing appropriately to the 
task. They will be assessed on their ability to use interesting vocabulary and language 
methods for effect, as well as how they structure their writing. Candidates should 
spend 5 minutes planning, if necessary, and 25-30 minutes writing. 
 

Exam Style Questions to Help You Revise  

Please see separate attachment for example questions. 
 


