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The Exam Paper Will Consist of 
 
 An evidence essay is worth 20 marks 

 A knowledge essay is worth 30 marks 

Total = 50 marks 

 

 

Pupils should: 

 Should know which essays they have prepared and where they can be found 

in the paper. 

 Decide whether to start with the evidence or knowledge essay. 

 Be aware to spend at the most 25 minutes on the evidence essay and 35 

minutes on the knowledge essay. 

 The evidence essay will be on either the King John or the Norman Conquest . 

 

 

Equipment you will need for the exam: 

Plenty of blue pens and/or ink. 

Highlighter pens to use with the sources. 

(No notes or reference books allowed). 

 

 

Topics you should know: 

For the evidence essay you will need to revise King John and the Norman Conquest. 

To prepare for the knowledge essay section you will need to study in-depth Henry VIII and 

the break with Rome.  
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Where is the information you need to revise: 

 Present textbook for the Making of the UK topic, Henry VIII and the break with 

Rome. 

 Make sure you have borrowed a Year 7 textbook for revising Medieval Realms. 

topics: The Norman Conquest and King John. You should make sure you collect this 

from your History teacher.  

 Notes in your exercise book, this year and last year and from your green and red 

revision book.  

 Extra revision notes available to down load at the end of this document or from your 

History teacher. 

 

 
Useful revision websites 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39  

This site has excellent resources for King John and Henry VIII and the break with  

Rome.   

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/1066_norman_conquest/revisio

n/1/ 

Useful for revising the Norman Conquest. 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/tudors_stuarts/ 

Good for Henry VIII and the break with Rome.    

 
 

What can I do to make sure I succeed in History? 
 

o Look back through your notes in your exercise books and cross 

reference these against your revision notes.  

 

o Read the chapters in your text book that relate to the topics you are 

revising. 

 
o Create timelines to help you learn important dates and events. 

 

o Create mind maps to identify the causes and consequences of an 

event/decision.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/1066_norman_conquest/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/1066_norman_conquest/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/tudors_stuarts/
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o Practise using the correct historical terminology and new vocabulary by 

making flashcards – The word/term can do on one side and the 

definition/explanation on the other.  

 

o Look at past Common Entrance Papers available from your History 

teacher. 

 

o Look at the feedback you got on previous essays to identify your 

strengths and weaknesses.  

 

Key Words: Common Entrance 

 
Key word Definition  

 
Military commander 

The leader of an Army e.g. William of Normandy during the battle of Hastings. 
 

 
Naval commander 

The leader of the Navy e.g. Lord Howard in charge of the English navy during the Spanish 
Armada.  
 

 
Campaign 

 

A series of military battles that might take place during a war e.g. The Crusades.  

 
Battle 

A fight between two armies to gain something from the enemy e.g. the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
over who would rule England. 
 

 
Minister or politician 

A person with an important role within Parliament or who works in close connection with the 
monarch e.g. Thomas Wolsey. 
 

 
Monarch 

 

A King or Queen e.g. Mary I 
 

 
Religious figure 

A person with an important role within the church or who made a significant impact e.g. Thomas 
Beckett or Martin Luther. 
 

 
Rebellion 

An attempt to get rid of the ruling monarch e.g. Wyatt’s rebellion or the Peasant’s Revolt.  
 

 
Foreign enemy/power 

A country outside of England and Wales – this could include Scotland during the Medieval and 
Tudor period.  
 

 
Parliament 

A group of powerful people who met to discuss the running of the country, to pass laws and to 
raise taxes. Did not exist in England until the 13th century.   
 

 
Civil war 

A war where the sides fighting are from the same country e.g. The War of the Roses.  
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Knowledge Essay Questions– 30 marks 
 

 Choose a monarch who attempted to carry out religious changes and 
explain how this affected the people of England/Britain.    

 

 Explain some of the ways in which religion affected the life and actions of 
any monarch or chief minister you have studied.               

 

 Choose a major change in religion or the Church and explain its 
consequences. 

 

 Explain the consequences of one monarch’s religious changes for 
England/Britain. 

 

 
 

 

Extra revision Notes 

 

These provide factual information on the different topics and should be used 
alongside the work in your exercise book and your text book. 

You should use them to create timelines, flash cards and mind maps and to 
help you plan and brainstorm essay plans. 

 

Just reading them is not enough! 

 

For notes on the Norman Conquest and King John (the evidence topics)  

Please see your History teacher. 
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Knowledge essay Topics  

Henry VIII and the break with Rome 
 
The King’s ‘Great Matter’: Why did Henry VIII want to end his marriage? 
 

1. By 1527 Catherine of Aragon was too old to have any more children. 
2. Only one of Henry and Catherine’s children had survived, a daughter, Mary, and 
    Henry, and many other powerful nobles believed only a male could rule effectively. 
3. Henry believed that God was punishing him for marrying his  
    sister-in-law, as Catherine had been married to his brother Arthur first. 
4. In 1526 Henry fell in love with Anne Boleyn. 
 

 

Why did Cardinal Wolsey fail to achieve an annulment? 
 

1. Catherine of Aragon refused to accept an annulment or the suggestion that she became a  

nun. 

2. Her nephew, Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, had captured Rome and controlled the 

Pope. 

3. Clement VII, the Pope, did not want to over rule an earlier Pope’s decision that allowed 
Henry and Catherine to marry. 
4. Attempts in 1529 by Wolsely and Cardinal Compeggio to convince Catherine to accept the 
annulment failed. 
5. This lead to Wolsely being sacked.  

 

The break with Rome: How did Henry VIII achieve his divorce? 
 

1. Thomas Cromwell helped the King put pressure on the Church during the Reformation 

Parliament.  Money sent to the pope was threatened to be stopped – This was called the 

Act of Annates (1532). 

2. In 1533 a crisis broke forcing the King’s hand, Anne Boleyn became pregnant.  Thomas 

Cranmer, Henry’s new Archbishop of Canterbury, secretly married Henry to Anne. 

3. Meanwhile Parliament has passed a new law, the Act in Restraint of Appeals, which meant 

no law case could be taken out of England. This allowed Archbishop Cranmer to hold a 

church court and grant Henry his divorce from Catherine. Catherine was by law unable to 

take her case to the pope. 

4.  To make sure of his position Henry and Cromwell had Parliament pass an Act of 

Supremacy in 1534 which makes the King head of the Church of England. 

5. This break with the authority the pope in Rome meant Henry now gained power over the 

church and its finances.  As well as enabling Henry to be granted a divorce allowing him to 

marry Anne Boleyn, he was also in a positon to control the church in England.  
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The Dissolution of the Monasteries 1535-1540: Why did Henry want to close the monasteries? 
 

1. There was a fear that monks might try to resist Henry’s religious changes 
     (The Charterhouse monks did and were executed). 
3. Many felt that monasteries were outdated and corrupt, especially the selling of 

indulgences.  This had led to the Reformation which began in Germany in 1517.  

4. Henry has spent most of his father’s money and needs more.  

5. Monasteries were very wealthy and Henry needed money for his wars against foreign 

enemies. 

 

How did Henry close the monasteries? 
 

1. He appointed Thomas Cromwell as Vicar General and ordered him to inspect 
     the monasteries. The plan is to convince Parliament to carry out the dissolution. 

     Cromwell sent out handpicked inspectors told to find fault with the monasteries and  
     convents. The methods used to find information were not very fair, including using local  
     gossip and not even visiting the monastery itself.  Any report that was favourable was sent      
    back to be redone. 

 2. The reports were given to Parliament as evidence of corruption and evil in 
      the monasteries.  Parliament agreed and an Act of Dissolution was passed in 1536 that  

     closed all the smaller monasteries.  In 1539 another act closed the remaining larger  
     monasteries. 

 
 

What were the results? 
 

1. Henry VIII seized the lands and wealth of the monasteries as head of the Church of 

England. His income doubled during these years. He sold or gave away much of the lands, 

creating a new class of landowners who would not want to see monasteries restored. 

2. In the north of England, where monasteries were seen as important by the local people, a 

revolt called the Pilgrimage of Grace broke out in 1536, this was a rebellion against the 

changes in the Church, sparked by the dissolution of the smaller monasteries. 

1. This was the most serious rebellion during Henry VIII’s reign. 

2. It started in Lincolnshire and spread to Yorkshire 

3. One of the key leaders was Robert Aske 

4. The demands of the ‘pilgrims’ included: Cranmer and Cromwell removed, 

Monasteries reopened and Princess Mary restored as the King’s heir. 

5. The Duke of Norfolk promised these things in the name of the King, but the King 

had no intention of keeping these promises.  

6. The rebels were eventually rounded up and nearly 200 hanged and Aske was 

executed. 
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3. Thousands of monks were left to find a new living.  Pensions were given and some 

became ordinary priests. Worse off were nuns who received no pension and were sent 

home. Workers and servants from the monasteries sometimes found work but in the 

north there was often no work at all. 

 
Was Henry VIII a Catholic of a Protestant? 
 

Was he Protestant? 

 
Was he Catholic? 

 
Henry broke away from the Pope in 1534 with the 
Act of Supremacy. 
 
He closed the monasteries by 1540. 
 
He had an English translation of the Bible published 
in 1539. 
 
He allowed his son Edward to be educated by known 
Protestants.  

 

Henry did not allow any real changes in churches. 
Services were still in Latin and there were stained glass 
windows and paintings on the walls. 
 
He drove William Tyndale, who had made an earlier 
English translation of the Bible, out of England. 
 
He had Thomas Cromwell executed for treason. 
 
He had Parliament pass the Act of Six Articles which 
disallowed Protestant church practices. 
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