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The Exam Paper Will Consist of 
 
One paper with three separate Evidence essays based on time period and 

then ten generic knowledge essays.  

 The Evidence essay is worth 20 marks 

 The Knowledge essay is worth 30 marks 

Total = 50 marks 

 

Pupils should: 

 Should know which essays they have prepared and where they can be found 

in the paper. 

 Decide whether to start with the Evidence or Knowledge essay. 

 Be aware to spend at the most 25 minutes on the Evidence questions and 35 

minutes on the Knowledge essay. 

 The evidence essay will be on the Norman Conquest or King John.  

 

Equipment you will need for the exam: 

Plenty of pens and/or ink. 

Highlighter pens to use with the sources. 

(No notes or reference books allowed) 

 

Topics you should know: 

 For the Evidence essay we are advising that you revise the Norman Conquest and 

King John.  

 To prepare for the Essay section you will need to study Henry II and Thomas Becket. 
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References: 

 Present textbook for the Medieval Realms topic – Medieval Realms for the Common 

Entrance, Hodder Education.  

 Notes in exercise books. 

 Extra revision notes available to down load at the end of this document or from your 

History teacher. 

Key Words: Common Entrance 
 

Key word Definition 
 
 

 
Military commander 

The leader of an Army e.g. William of Normandy 
during the battle of Hastings. 
 

 
Naval commander 

The leader of the Navy e.g. Lord Howard in charge 
of the English navy during the Spanish Armada.  
 

 
Campaign 

 

A series of military battles that might take place 
during a war e.g. The Crusades.  

 
Battle 

A fight between two armies to gain something from 
the enemy e.g. the Battle of Stamford Bridge over 
who would rule England. 
 

 
Minister or politician 

A person with an important role within Parliament 
or who works in close connection with the monarch 
e.g. Thomas Wolsey. 
 

 
Monarch 

 

A King or Queen e.g. William I 
 

 
Religious figure 

A person with an important role within the church 
or who made a significant impact e.g. Thomas 
Beckett. 
 

 
Rebellion 

An attempt to get rid of the ruling monarch e.g. the 
Peasant’s Revolt.  
 

 
Civil war 

A war where the sides fighting are from the same 
country e.g. The War of the Roses.  
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Foreign enemy/power 

A country outside of England and Wales – this could 
include Scotland during the Medieval and Tudor 
period.  
 

 
Parliament 

A group of powerful people who met to discuss the 
running of the country, to pass laws and to raise 
taxes. Did not exist in England until the 13th century.   
 

 
 

What can I do to make sure I succeed in History? 
 

 Look back through your notes in your exercise books and 

cross reference these against your revision notes.  

 

 Read the chapters in your text book that relate to the topics 

you are revising. 

 

 Create timelines to help you learn important dates and 

events. 

 

 Create mind maps to identify the causes and consequences 

of an event/decision.  

 

 Practise using the correct historical terminology and new 

vocabulary by making flashcards – The word/term can do on 

one side and the definition/explanation on the other.  

 

 Look at past Common Entrance Papers available from your 

History teacher. 

 

 Look at the feedback you got on previous essays to identify 

your strengths and weaknesses.  
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Knowledge Essay Questions– 30 marks 
 

1. Choose a religious leader you have studied and explain whether he was a 

success. 

2. Choose an important change in religion and explain how and why it happened. 

3. Explain how and why religion caused conflict during one monarch’s rule. 

4. Explain the importance of the Church and religion during one monarch’s rule. 

 

 
Useful revision websites 

 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39  

 This site has excellent resources for King John, The Feudal System and Henry 

II and Thomas Becket.   

 

 

Extra revision Notes 

These provide factual information on the different topics and should be used 
alongside the work in your exercise book and your text book.  You should use 
them to create timelines, flash cards and mind maps and to help you plan and 
brainstorm essay plans.   

 

 

Just reading them is not enough! 
For notes on the Battles of 1066, William I and King John please see your 

History teacher. 

 

The Life of Thomas Becket 

 

1. His early years. 

 a. He was born in London in 1120 (21 December). 

 b. His father was a Norman merchant named Gilbert Becket. 

 c. Thomas’s mother was Matilda and she made sure that he 

     learned to read and write. (Went to St. Paul’s Grammar School  

     and to a monastery for education.) 

 d. Under the influence of a French noble Becket went to Paris to  

     study. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39
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2. Becket as a young man. 

 a. When his mother died Becket stopped his education and ended 

     up working for a merchant banker. 

 b. When he was 24 his father arranged for him to go into the  

     household of the Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, as 

     a clerk. 

 c. Thomas proved to be ambitious and ‘pushy’ and was called 

      ‘Baille-hache’ (The hatchet man) and seems to have made 

      a number of enemies. 

 d. It was during this time that Becket decided that he would  

     dedicate his life to the Church, even though he loved fine 

     clothing and living. 

 e. Archbishop Theobald sent Becket to study law and had 

     Thomas study to take holy orders. 

 

3. In 1154 Thomas Becket is introduced to Henry II. 

a. He soon became the King’s friend and advisor. 

b. Becket made the post of Royal Chancellor into a powerful position. 

c. He became wealthy from the present and income, including gifts of 

land and goods from Henry II. 

d. Becket supported the King even against the Church, forcing it to pay a 

tax for war against France in 1159 (the Great Scutage). 

e. He also led soldiers in battle for the king. 

 

4. In 1161 Becket was made Archbishop of Canterbury. 

a. The previous Archbishop, Theobald, had wanted Becket to  

Archbishop because he believed he would support the Church. 

b. Henry II wanted Becket as Archbishop because he believed  

Becket would continue to support him. 

c. Becket himself advised the King not to make him Archbishop, 

but was over-ruled. 

 

5. Thomas Becket became a firm supporter of the Roman Catholic    

     Church. 

a. He soon began to clash with the King and resigned from being  

Royal Chancellor. 

b. The real problems began when Henry II demanded that  

criminous clerks  were to be turned over to the King’s justice. 

c. Henry II claimed that this demand was part of the Ancient  

Royal Customs and eventually managed to get Becket to agree. 

 

6.  But then Henry II pushed this too far. 
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a. The King met with his council as his hunting lodge at Clarendon and 

produced the Constitutions of Clarendon. 

b. When Becket saw these, which included such restrictions as 

preventing churchmen from leaving England without the King’s 

permission and that no servant of the King could be excommunicate 

with the King’s permission, he refused to accept them. 

c. When the King had Becket accused of misconduct in order to try and 

force him to agree Becket fled into exile in France. 

 

7. Becket remained in exile until 1170. 

a. Pope Alexander III supported Becket but could not afford to  

offend Henry II and did nothing to resolve the quarrel. 

b. Henry seize all of Becket’s lands and refused to let Becket return to 

England. 

c. Then in 1170 Henry II made a major mistake. 

1) He wanted his eldest son Henry to be make king of England  

    but only the Archbishop of Canterbury could crown him. 

2) Against the instructions of the Pope Henry II has the  

    Archbishop of York carry out the coronation. 

3) Henry II soon realised he had gone too far and met Becket 

    to resolve their quarrel. 

 

8. Thomas Becket was allowed to return to England in 1170. 

a. The problem was that the real causes of the argument between 

King and Archbishop had not been settled. 

b. When Becket arrived back at Canterbury he excommunicated  

those bishops who supported the illegal coronation. 

c. Roger of York, the Archbishop who had carried out the  

coronation knew he was in trouble. 

1) He convinced the young Henry to believe that Becket 

meant to undo his coronation, leading to Henry refusing 

to see Becket. 

2) He then travelled to Henry II’s court in France and told 

the King how Becket had been terrorising the kingdom 

by threatening violence and excommunication. 

3) Henry believed these lies and called out in anger, ‘What 

idle treacherous knaves have I nourished in my court 

that they allow me to be shamefully mocked by a low-

born clerk?’ 

4) Four ignorant barons, Reginald Fitzurse, Hugh de 

Moreville, William de Tracy and Richard le Bret, 

decided to carry out the King’s will. 
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9. On December 29 1170 Thomas Becket was murdered. 

a. The four barons along with the de Brock family, who had been  

Excommunicated for plundering Becket’s lands before returning them 

to him, rode into Canterbury. 

b. They tried to take Becket from his palace under arrest and when 

he refused they stormed off to put on their armour to force him. 

c. Becket’s monks and clerks locked them out and spirited the  

Archbishop into Canterbury Cathedral before the barons could break 

in. 

d. The barons followed them into the Cathedral, which Becket had 

refused to allow to be locked, where after angry words and a struggle 

they struck Becket a number of blows. The top of his head was cut off, 

killing the Archbishop. 

 

10. In death Becket won what he had fought for in life. 

a. Henry II was blamed for Becket’s death and had to give up on  

the Constitutions of Clarendon and criminous clerks. 

b. Faced with rebellions and attacks from France and Scotland, 

Henry II walked through Canterbury, was whipped by churchmen and 

prayed an entire night at Becket’s tomb as a penance in 1174. 

c. Becket himself was soon proclaimed a martyr and a saint.  

His tomb at Canterbury became a site of pilgrimage. 

 

 

 
 


