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The Exam Paper will consist of a single 50-minute written paper: 
 

Section 1 tests pupils’ knowledge of the Old Testament. There are two topics areas as 

follows: Cain and Abel and Abraham, and the near sacrifice of Isaac. Candidates 

must answer one full question worth 21 marks.  

 

Section 2 covers the whole course. There are three topic areas as follows: 

Experiences of God and contemporary issues; the Life of Jesus; Sikhism. Candidates 

must answer three questions. Each question is worth 7 marks; that is 21 marks in 

total. 

 

 

Equipment you will need for the exam: 
 

Writing materials. (Dictionaries are not allowed.) 

 

 

Topics you should know, and References: 
 
References are made in the list below to Religious Studies for Common Entrance, 
Religious Studies ISEB Revision Guide and the Usborne Encyclopedia of World 
Religions (referred to hereafter as UE). All topics will have been covered in your 
exercise books.  
 

  
 
 
 

1. Experiences of God in the past: Moses (UE, p.25; revision guide, pp.33-35); 
Muhammad (UE, p.69; revision guide, pp.149-151); Saul / Paul (Directions 
1, p.22, 23). 

 
2. Recent Encounters with God: Bernadette Soubirous; Jackie Pullinger (revision 

guide, p.117); Cicely Saunders (revision guide, p.122); Helen Prejean (Dead 
Man Walking). Your teacher will give you a handout about this. (Directions 
1, pp.24-27); Dietrich Bonhoeffer (revision guide, p.112). 
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3. Focus on why Guru Nanak is important to Sikhs. Learn the following: Nanak’s 
birth and the awkward questions that he asked as a young man; Nanak’s 
encounter with God; his teachings about God and his views on equality. 
(Include equality in worship.); the end of Nanak’s life and his choice of a 
successor; Celebrating the life and music of Guru Nanak; Nanak’s successors. 
(UE, pp.81, 82). (Directions 1, pp.55-78) (ISEB Revision Guide, pages182-
189). 
 

4. Focus on Jesus as follows: The world of Jesus, including his birth, baptism and 
temptations, and the state of Palestine as he grew up (Jesus for Today, pp.12, 
13, 16, 17, 20 to 25; Miracles and Parables. (RE for CE, pages 194 to 108; 
116 to 124). (ISEB Revision Guide, pages 55-78.) 
 

5. Focus on the Old Testament. Cain and Abel (Religious Studies for Common 
Entrance, pages 18 to 22); Abraham and the Near Sacrifice of Isaac, pages 24 
to 27, ISEB Revision Guide, pages 22 to 24. 

 

 

Exam-style Questions to help you revise: 
 

 
Section 1 (21 marks available; marks in brackets) 
 
1a.   What is faith? (2) 
1b.   Describe how Abraham carries out God’s command to sacrifice Isaac. (6) 
1c.   Explain why this story is about testing faith. (6) 

      1d.  “Sacrificing one’s life for others is foolish.” Do you agree? Give reasons. (7) 
 
 
Section 2 (21 marks) 
 
1. Describe a typical Gurdwara (7) 
2. Explain how Muhammad encountered God. (7) 
3. Explain how Saul encountered God. (7) 
4. Describe the main events of the life of Jesus. (7) 
5. Explain the message behind one of Jesus’ Parables. (7) 

6. Explain how the Hospice Movement started. (7) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


