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      e have reached the end of the Autumn Term and I am tempted to write about how busy 
we all have been; but I have decided to ban myself from using the word ‘busy’ as we always 
are, well, just so busy. 

It is true that there have been many activities this term and our pupils have been involved in 
an extraordinary number of pursuits outside the classroom. It is wonderful to see our young 
people manage their commitments so effectively. Even with the constraints of following an 
intensive course, they recognise the importance of taking part, of finding time to make 
use of the amazing array of opportunities afforded by the rich co-curricular programme on 
offer at Mill Hill School and The Mount, Mill Hill International. Pupils have discovered new 
interests and made new friends along the way. In addition, a number of our pupils 
are involved in Community Support at the School. We are partnered with Age UK, a charity 

whose mission is "to make the UK a great place to grow older." Our pupils spend time with older people at 
lunchtimes, helping them navigate their way around new digital technologies. They also bake together on 
Wednesday afternoon and enjoy ‘intergenerational cooking’. 

It can be worrying just how busy we are without focusing on what we are actually doing, on what we are trying 
to achieve. But if we stop to reflect on all that we have done over the last term and what we have gained from 
our experiences, the enrichment that these activities have brought to our lives should be clear.

I invite all our pupils to do just that over the holidays: press the pause button and look back on the term and 
consider how much their school experience has been enhanced by their co-curricular involvement. In the Spring 
Term, Tutors have been tasked with keeping a watchful eye on their tutees to see if the pupils are still managing 
their time well between lessons and activities and I will be going to visit the co-curricular clubs to have first-hand 
evidence of the benefits they bring to our pupils’ lives at School.

W 



School Updates

This term the Art department launched the 
annual Christmas card competition in a 
School assembly. We learnt about the 
history of the greeting card, its global 
appeal and explored ideas for creating our 
very own MMHI design. The prize for the 
winning design was a professional print 
run of 250 cards destined to be sent 
around the globe. Ms Bellotti received 
a large number of submissions this year 
from every year group, making the 
selection incredibly difficult. We are 
delighted to announce that Jing Zhao from 
Year 9 and Dasha Ialovega from Year 10 
are joint winners and with the help of the 
Royal Mail our Christmas card will arrive on 
your doorstep soon.

Ms Moss 

The MMHI Student Council began its second year this term with the nomination of and voting for 
Student Council Representatives for each tutor group. Two "reps" were elected per tutor group and 
they soon set about gathering issues, concerns and recommendations.

Full Council Meetings are held every two weeks; during these gatherings specific concerns are raised 
and reps are allocated members of staff to talk to in order to try and resolve them.

Amongst other things, this term the Council has successfully: amended the PE uniform policy on Chapel 
days; raised and completed the heating concerns in the changing rooms; had a "Quiet Study Room" instituted 
during break and lunch; introduced Hot Chocolate Fridays.

In addition to these successes, there remain other issues that are still under discussion: gathering ideas for 
the renovation of the Student Common Room; canvassing opinion on the Summer Ball 2018; suggestions 
for changes to the Winter Uniform Policy, which is an ongoing discussion with Ms Bellotti. Please see our 
Firefly page for more information: https://millhill.fireflycloud.net/mmhi-student-council
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School Updates
In the summer of 2017, we welcomed over 100 students from more than 20 different nationalities on to our 
Summer School programme. Our programme ran for 8 weeks from the beginning of July until the end 
of August. Students participated in English, Creative Arts and Maths and Science or Sports classes. They 
enjoyed a very diverse and fun filled evening social programme as well as two full day excursions per week.

In a bid to put our Summer School even more prominently on the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) map we 
underwent a full Accreditation UK inspection in week 8 of the programme. Accreditation UK is a quality 
assurance scheme for UK providers of courses in EFL which the British Council runs in partnership with English 
UK. 

The scheme gives assurance of quality to international students who are taking or are planning to take an 
English language course in the UK. The inspection assures that all accredited centres meet or exceed the 
agreed quality standards in management , resources and environment, teaching, welfare and care of under 
18’s.

The inspection was a fantastic success and our final inspection report can now be read here. 
Thank you to all staff and students who took part in making Summer School 2017 such a success!

Miss Jennings

The introduction of Psychology to 
MMHI has been exciting and 
thought-provoking. It has been 
wonderful to see how keen Year 11 
Psychology pupils are to 
understand the 'hidden' meaning 
behind body language such as 
open and closed posture. The 
pupils have also gained life skills 
from these studies, bringing 
forward ideas of how they can 
present themselves in job 
interviews and future professions. 
Please ask your child about the 
research we have studied in 
Psychology - I am sure they will 
have a lot to say!

Ms Moustafa

A number of pupils have represented Mill Hill School in Rugby 
matches this season. A special well done to our Year 9 pupils who 
have played Rugby for the first time and made superb progress. 
The pupils who represented the School are:

Arda Karaduman, Nikola Rangelov and Burak Sahin (Year 9) - U14 
Ahmadour Kaba (Year 10) - U15
Bardia Gougani (Year 11) - U16 Mr Bedford

The Boarders' Parents & Guardians Social Evening this half term 
was enjoyable, providing the opportunity for the 
Boarding community to come together informally. 
Alongside some musical performances, the evening provided 
the opportunity to update Parents & Guardians on recent 
Activities and Events within boarding. It also enabled Parents 
& Guardians to meet with Housemasters and House 
Parents informally, to build the sense of community so 
important to us within both The Mount, Mill Hill International 
and Mill Hill School. Ms Smith



School Updates

Representing their Academic House, pupils raced 
to complete a 1.7 mile course which traversed 
the wonderful green scenery of the Mill Hill 
School Foundation's 160 acre site. Trailing 
footpaths, woods and sports fields, pupils ran 
knowing that every place counted in the overall 
House standings.

Conditions were favourable due to the dry 
weather and as such the pace of the race was 
quick, with early pacesetters doing their best to 
leave the others behind. Hills and banks were 
more forgiving than in wetter conditions and 
many pupils stormed up the first bank towards 
the tennis courts. With time, the field became 
spread, with those at the front competing for 
podium positions and many at the back battling 
valiantly to complete the course.

Well done to all who ran the length of the 
course and earned vital points for their House 
teams.
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Mr Bedford
In October several of the parents of day pupils and those parents who live locally met to discuss launching a 
Parents' Association for The Mount, Mill Hill International. It was very useful to listen to Amelia Becker and 
Sharon Martin who, as members of the Mill Hill School Parents' Association, were able to offer useful insight 
into some of the activities such an association may become involved with.

They discussed attending Coffee Concerts, Jazz Evenings and other musical events held both at The Mount, Mill 
Hill International and Mill Hill School. Many thought it would be a good idea to attend the Festival of Nine 
Carols held in the last week of the Autumn Term and the Summer Fayre held in the second half of the Summer 
Term and use the occasions to organise a meeting with the Parents' Association.

Amelia also discussed becoming involved in the "Coat Drop" launched last year, which will now continue as a 
regular event. This took place on Thursday 30 November as the first cross-Foundation Parents' Association-led 
event, collecting coats for the charity Calling London, who distribute them to Londoners who need something 
warm to wear. More information can be found here: http://www.callinglondon.org.uk

They were delighted to have collected and delivered 121 bags of coats to Calling London.

Miss Sweeney

http://www.callinglondon.org.uk


Enrichment Activities

Young Enterprise helps pupils gain practical experience of business by setting up and running  their own 
real company. Our pupils have set up their own companies, which will run for the course of the academic 
year. Each company elected a Director and delegated roles such as Production Manager and Human 
Resources Manager; they have raised share capital, and will market and finance a product or service of their own 
choice. Through Young Enterprise pupils gain experience of the real world by taking responsibility and being 
accountable to their shareholders for the running of the business.

As a result of running a Young Enterprise company, pupils gain an understanding of how a business works, 
and how wealth and employment are created. In addition, they develop skills of working in a team, improved 
communication skills, more enthusiasm and self-confidence and time management skills. The pupils have had 
direct experience of key business functions such as marketing, financial management, sales, customer care 
and personnel management.

Four pupils in Year 11 chose to participate in the CREST 
Award this term for their enrichment activity, in the hopes of 
earning a CREST Bronze Award. The CREST Awards are 
an opportunity for pupils aged 11-19 to explore their interests 
in Science, Technology, Engineering and/or Mathematics 
by engaging in a research project to explore these disciplines 
and their a orld.
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mentally sustainable village. A main focus of his 
be the use of renewable energy resources for 

s part of his project, he decided to begin 
 model of the village, which will be displayed for 
 view upon completion.

Miss Hellwig
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Enrichment Activities

This term pupils have been completing their art portfolio's for 
the completion of the Trinity Silver Arts Award. Each pupil 
has chosen a skill area to develop and over the course of the 
term have been working independently to refine their skills. 
Examples of skill areas include fashion design, Jazz 
piano, sketching faces, Computer Aided Design (CAD) and 
Journalism. One area of the course requires pupils to engage 
with members of the Arts world to learn more about their 
craft. Pupils are meeting a Graphic Designer in January to 
discover more about the qualification and skills required to 
embark on this career path. 

Miss Derry

This year sixteen pupils are taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award at The 
Mount, Mill Hill International. Each pupil has committed to new Skill, Volunteering and 
Physical based activities. As part of the Award, pupils have set targets for each activity and 
are logging their progress with me. Each Wednesday afternoon pupils gather in their teams 
to learn the skills needed to go out on expeditions. So far they have learnt how to use a 
compass, use six figure grid references, describe their location and route on a map, and use 
a Trangia cooking stove safely.

Mr Hughes-Caley
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Pupils from MMHI certainly got into the Christmas spirit on Saturday 9th 
December with a gingerbread-house making competition. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for pupils to test their artistic and technical skills as 
well as getting to eat the results afterwards. Congratulations go to Mai, 
Sebastian and Scarlett for creating the winning house in Mr Pritchett’s 
group and to Ailin, Eugenio and Daniil for creating the winning house 
in Ms Barnard’s group.

Mr Pritchett

Outings and Activities

This term we held the  MMHI Christmas Concert!This 
was a joyous occasion and contained some 
enthusiastic singing and ensemble performances, as 
well as some tasty mince pies and hot chocolate. Pupils 
gathered in the Gym and joined together to sing a very 
special performance  of The Twelve Days of Christmas. A 
particular highlight of the show was the Samba 
performance by our Year 10 pupils and two beautiful 
vocal solos by Azzurra Corbett-Englaro and Seline 
Deng. Ms Derry

On Thursday 7 December, we took 42 pupils and some 
staff to see the musical, Aladdin in the West End 
of London. With magical special effects, including a 
flying carpet and glittery costumes, it certainly was a 
spectacle to behold. As well as special effects, there 
was lots of high-energy dancing and singing. Everyone 
had a great evening and a special thank you to 
Ms Derry for organising this trip for the pupils.

Mr Pritchett

Hyde Park's Winter Wonderland event was the destination of our evening activity on Friday 8 December. 
The event is one of the biggest and most well-attended Christmas events in the world. The pupils looked 
around the festive markets, gorged on German hot dogs and warmed up with cups of hot chocolate. 

Mr Michael
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Outings and Activities

This term the Mill Hill School Foundation and The Mount, Mill Hill International in particular has 
benefitted from the unprecedented number of activities that have been available to pupils. The 
Foundation has had a long-standing tradition of promoting a rich and diverse co-curricular programme 
for our pupils to enjoy whilst developing themselves as well-rounded individuals.

In addition to the weekly Games afternoons where Year 9 and 10 pupils join their counterparts at Mill Hill 
School, the pupils here have taken part in clubs like Science Club and Robotics Club and continue to excel 
in groups such as the "Shout" Band. Not to be outdone, the Year 11 pupils take part in TED Talks, 
Basketball and the ever popular choice, Cookery on Wednesday and Friday afternoons with Dr Biswas 
and Ms Bellotti. The pupils continue to have a presence in the Martlett Award and the Combined Cadet 
Force (CCF), as both past and present pupils continue to rise up the ranks.

The staff too have experienced change in the co-curricular programme in the form of an online 
monitoring and communication tool called SOCS. It has helped Teachers, Tutors, Housemasters and 
House Parents to keep up with their pupils' attendance at their various activities.

Recently another facility on this tool was unveiled to the student body within the Foundation. Pupils are 
now able to sign up for clubs and other activities without the assistance of their Tutors, thus 
giving everyone a fair chance of gaining selection on a first come first serve basis for the limited 
number of places on some of the more coveted activities.

With the variety that is on offer and increased accessibility, it is hoped that the pupil experience will be 
enhanced.

Mr Garsee

This term we have continued with our Saturday activities. Pupils have been on a tour of London at the 
beginning of the term, giving them a glimpse of what the city can offer. Pupils also enjoyed an educational 
trip to the British Museum, where pupils were able to look at the artefacts amassed throughout the years. 
More recently, pupils went to the London Eye, viewing the whole of London, from the usual landmarks 
such as St Paul's Cathedral and the Houses of Parliament to the newer developments that the city is 
nurturing. The activities within School on Saturdays have been just as engaging; pupils attended Cookery, 
Music and Animation workshops, and festive-themed projects. As we look towards the Spring Term, we 
will have more activities on offer as well as subject-themed sessions for our Year 11 pupils.

Dr Yu
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From the Housemasters

House Drama is always a bonding exercise. 
Gabi Skomorowska, alumna of MMHI, directed 
Collinson’s play, Lockdown, with panache and 
considerable aplomb. To our delight we made 
it through to the final, seeing off competition 
from huge Day Houses. The judges 
remarked that for our pupils to have achieved 
what they did, pronouncing their words in 
a foreign tongue, was a very notable 
achievement. It would be invidious to 
mention names, but every performance was 
strong, and colleagues in the auditorium 
were astonished by their pupils’ ability to 
act out of character. One of the 
consequences of our performance is that the 
whole House is now mobilised for further 
collective endeavour of this nature, their 
assimilation into the esprit de corps of the 
House being something that they had not 
expected to happen. All the while we, the staff, 
looked on with great pride. Mr Lawson

I am only the tenth Housemaster in Collinson’s 
115-year history. I do feel that this stability is
reflective of the happy calm that characterises
boarding life. We have had a lovely term, and I
have appreciated the continuity embodied by
the passage of MMHI pupils through to senior
positions in the House, having transferred to
MHS. The range of cultures and nationalities is
truly an asset. The opportunities for all of us to
learn are unparalleled, and tolerance and
respect become our stock in trade. Events in
House have been manifold, ranging from A
Taste of France to current affairs debates and
cross-country running. We adults are very
happy to be in charge of our superb body of
pupils. We enjoy all the fun as much as they
do. We are very sad to say farewell at the end
of term to Eugenio Lupi and Arek Ostrzyzek;
both have graced us, and we hope to see them
again.

Mr Lawson

This term in Ridgeway we welcomed a number of new pupils from The Mount, Mill Hill 
International, and from Mill Hill School. Ridgeway pupils have enjoyed a number of exciting 
activities throughout the term, from Ridgeway Family Nights and weekly board-game 
competitions to film nights, bowling, take-away extravaganzas to more seasonal fun in the 
form of Christmas decorating sweetened with hot chocolate and ice skating. There was 
much drama in the House Drama competition as the pupils created their own theatrical 
version of the film Twelve Angry Men. The cast comprised a number of MMHI alumni who 
all came together to produce a deeply moving half an hour of theatre. Sadly, our House 
Hog was somewhat cut short but by the arrival of snow, but we were still able to enjoy a 
festive meal, a brief glimpse of '80s dancing, a hotly-contested game of 'Articulate' and a 
trashy film to replace the usual more elaborate festivities.

Dr Peat



Christmas at The Mount, Mill Hill International
Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
The children were busy unlike that little mouse
The gingerbread houses were decorated with care
In the knowledge that Mrs Bellotti would soon be there
At 11 o’clock, pupils all snug in their beds
Prep complete, fixed firmly in their heads
And Ella in her ‘kerchief’, Dr Peat in his hat
Had settled their brains for a long winter’s nap.
Not so the teachers with prep already set 
To keep children busy, was Mr Garsee’s threat
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow
Gave rise to anticipation for the New Year to follow.

And so onto a snapshot of the end of term celebrations: 
Thursday 14 December was Christmas jumper day at The Mount, Mill Hill International. Many of our 
pupils were sporting their jumpers and supporting Children in Need. After all, Christmas should be a 
time for giving and forgiving. A while then to consider the plight of all those little children in war zones or 
born into poverty or hardship through no fault of their own. And not only the children, but also 
teenagers and adults.

So we might question our faith in a Santa who does not see us all as equal, and allows some to suffer an 
unequal share of sadness at this time of feasting and rejoicing. ‘Joy to the world’.

And certainly there was much joy to be had:

The pupils were busy in the evenings visiting the theatre to see a performance of Aladdin, then ice 
skating at the Natural History Museum and the fun fare at Winter Wonderland.

There was a Christmas card competition with Jing and Dasha selected as finalists.

Miss Hellwig’s tutor group presented an assembly on the Krampus Christmas, an unusual, and perhaps 
frightening take on the story of Christmas, a story where children are punished for misbehaviour by the 
Krampus, who is armed with switches.

A delicious Christmas feast followed by an impromptu Christmas concert, organised by Miss Derry, 
including violin, solo performances, samba and ukulele; then a spectacular rendition of 5 gold rings.

A farewell to Eugenio and Arek and sadly Miss Hellwig and Mr Metcalfe. Finally, the beautiful nine carols 
concert in Chapel. A perfect end to the Christmas festivities.

     Dr Biswas
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