
Message from 
The Head We have now approached the end of the third academic year of The Mount, Mill Hill International. It is 

in these moments that we reflect and take stock of our past achievements and the lessons that we have 
learnt in preparing our pupils for their next stage of education, whether at Mill Hill School or elsewhere. 
In reviewing our activities this year, what leaps out is an amazing sense of positivity.

This has been a very busy term: Year 11 pupils completed their IGCSE and GCSE examinations; the Post-
GCSE programme gave our pupils the opportunity to explore the curriculum in a wider sense; our Year 
9 and 10 pupils, upon completing their end of term examinations, participated in cross-
curricular projects, taking them from the role of entrepreneurs to artists based in Kew Gardens. Yet 
again, we have truly come together as a team in order to produce the Summer Fayre, the end of 
year party for Years 9 and 10, and the Year 11 Summer Ball.

This term has had a series of "firsts" for the School. For the first time pupils in Year 11 undertook work 
experience, developing their employability skills and enhancing their personal and social education. For the first time the 
pupils attended a residential trip overseas, enjoying the sights of Paris. In particular, for a number of day pupils this marked 
the first time that they had boarded with their classmates. The hard work of all our staff has ensured that pupils have made 
the most of their time at The Mount, Mill Hill International.

Despite the year of hard work, there has been plenty of time to develop interests as well as long-lasting friendships. 
Belonging to an international community has brought many diverse people together with different cultures and 
backgrounds, enabling pupils to open their minds. We have learnt together that no one culture has the monopoly on the 
truth and seeing things from a different perspective has helped grow our minds with a greater understanding of the world. I 
have always encouraged intellectual humility; learning to be comfortable with doubt, accepting our limitations and realising 
that we are often wrong. It is my hope that pupils have sought to learn rather than be right.

As we look forward to next year and see our pupil numbers grow, we welcome our new staff: Ms Langrish, Biology teacher 
and Pastoral Co-ordinator; Ms McDonagh, Geography and Humanities teacher and Teaching and Learning Co-ordinator; Ms 
Delatour, English teacher; Ms Donnelly, English teacher; Mr Evans, Computer Science teacher, Ms McInerney, Design and 
Technology teacher and Mr Raymond, Mathematics teacher. A new boarding house is to be opened to accommodate for our 
increased number of boarding pupils. Sadly, we bid farewell to Mr Hughes-Caley, Ms Barnard and Dr Yu; all three teachers 
leave The Mount, Mill Hill International with our immense gratitude for all of their hard work.

As we move towards our fourth academic year, your thoughts and suggestions are greatly appreciated on how we as a 
School can further develop. A questionnaire, found here, is the first step in identifying how we may do this. Your thoughts 
on this are valued immensely.

Finally, I would you like to wish you all a very happy summer. Your support, as parents, guardians or agents, over this year 
has been vital in ensuring the successes of our pupils. I look forward to welcoming pupils who are returning in September 
and wish all the best to those moving on to new schools. I would very much like to here from all of you so please do stay in 
touch.

Ms Bellotti
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Foundation-wide Activities
During the final half term of the academic year, pupils had opportunities to engage with pupils 
throughout the Foundation. Pupils are integrated with pupils from Mill Hill School throughout the year, 
however this is one of the first occasions that pupils worked with Belmont Preparatory and Grimsdell 
Pre-Preparatory Schools.

A select group of Year 11 pupils staged, 
orchestrated and took part in a performance of the 
beloved Julia Donaldson book Zog. The book was 
chosen to complement Grimsdell’s ‘Tiara’s and 
Turrets’ project, though we felt that Zog’s 
message (Princess Pearl ultimately wants to be a 
doctor rather than wear “a silly, frilly dress”) was 
one that the pupils would really appreciate.

The pupils were split into three groups: the Art 
department led by Ms Moss, the Music department 
led by Miss Derry and the Drama Department led 
by Ms Barnard. All departments had one day to 
create props and costumes for the actors, a score 
for the performance, including a memorable 
recurring chorus that the audience were 
encouraged to sing along to and to plan and rehearse 
their performance in the confines of the Gym. The 
final dress rehearsal, in front of Year 9 and 10, was the 
moment where all three sections came together, 
blending their skills to a polished product. The results 
were simply stunning, giving a real air of 
professionalism to the production.

The “Zog players” walked up to Grimsdell and were 
faced with their audience: 60 Reception and Year One 
pupils. Our pupils rose to the occasion. The 
narrators guided the children through the story of a 
school of dragons and the keenest dragon, Zog, who 
is desperate for a golden star from his teacher 
Madam Dragon. Zog meets an unconventional 
Princess that helps him along the way, and a knight 
that tries to save her before all three realise they 
would rather be “flying doctors!” It is a story of 
aspiration and kindness that particularly 
resonated with our philosophy at The Mount, Mill 
Hill International.

The Grimsdell pupils were spellbound and their 
teacher later said that the production was a “real 
success” praising the “fantastic costumes, great music 
and confident acting.” The Zog players themselves 
later said that they had really loved this unique 
experience and they were happy that Grimsdell did 
too. We look forward to more collaborations with 
Grimsdell in the future and would like to thank them 
for welcoming us and being such an appreciative 
audience.

Ms Barnard

This term, ten pupils participated in a STEM 
project that saw them become science teachers 
for a day. This project was in collaboration with 
Belmont School. In the morning the Year 11 pupils 
were tasked to create a Physics lesson on light, 
focusing on the properties of light. The lesson 
involved hands-on activities such as building a 
pinhole camera and observing reflection and 
refraction. In the afternoon the pupils made their 
way to Belmont where they confidently delivered 
their lessons in pairs to 5 groups of 10 Belmont 
pupils. This collaboration was a fantastic 
opportunity for the two schools to work together 
and for our pupils to develop their confidence, 
team work and oracy skills.

Dr Mahlmeister
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Foundation-wide Activities
In the last week of term, many of our Year 9 and 
10 pupils took part in the inaugural Activities 
Week at Mill Hill School. Pupils chose from a huge 
array of activities on offer, from adrenaline 
activities such as Paintball and climbing, to 
watersports such as sailing and white-water 
rafting. There were also in-House activities on 
offer, including Sport, Cookery and Film-making.

All pupils had a great time, making new friends 
with pupils at Mill Hill School whist also having 
the opportunity to develop their friendships with 
other MMHI pupils in a different environment. 
Definitely a great way to finish the year.

Mr Bedford

On Tuesday 12 June and Friday 16 June, thirteen Year 11 
pupils went to Belmont Preparatory School to deliver 
language lessons to groups of pupils from Year 3, 4 and 5. A 
range of languages were taught, including Japanese, Russia, 
Cantonese, Farsi, Mandarin, Spanish and Turkish.

Using a range of techniques such as flashcards, drills and 
games, and all pupils managed to engage their young pupils. 
The feedback from staff and pupils was extremely positive.

This was an excellent opportunity for our Year 11 pupils to 
put themselves in the shoes of their teachers as well as 
share their own languages and cultural backgrounds.

Thank you to Mr Fleet and all the staff and pupils at Belmont 
for being so accommodating.

Mr Pritchett

Pupils were busy getting ready for the Summer 
Fayre and baked all the cakes that were on sale. 
Using favourite recipes from the Italian Baker, 
Melissa Forte, Nigella Lawson's recipes for the 
Millionaire's shortbread and chocolate chip 
cookies, and an old handed-down favourite from 
the Bellotti family for a typical 'croastata,' pupils 
made cakes worthy of a Mery Berry-style bake-
off. Some talented bakers in the making...

Ms Bellotti
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On 16 June the entire School community  came 
together for the annual Summer Fayre. This 
outdoor event grows year on year, this being our 
biggest yet with people coming from the local 
community, family members of staff, 
Housemasters, and pupils from Mill Hill School 
including a group of our former pupils.

There was a delicious BBQ, musical performances 
from the choir and lots of stalls and sports. Pupils 
taking the Arts Award also ran an Art event, 
adding to variety of activities on offer. We are also 
very proud that the form tutor stalls running cake 
stands, fayre ground games and other 
refreshments ensured we made a profit of which 
all the proceeds will go to the Foundation's 
nominated charity.

The pupils particularly enjoyed the opportunity to 
put some of their favourite teachers in the stocks 
and the impromptu table tennis tournaments 
went on all day until the gates closed.

Ms Moss

The end of term saw the annual Sports Day take 
place, with Year 9 and 10 pupils representing the 
Boarders team. Sports Day consists of a morning 
of team multisport activities, followed by an 
athletics competition in the afternoon.

Our pupils contributed to a number of successes 
in the morning, including notable performances in 
football, rounders and croquet. The Boarders 
team was award the shield for winning the 
morning event. The overall competition was won 
by Atkinson House.

Well done to all pupils who took part and 
supported their House.

Mr Bedford

The balm of summer bathed us as we celebrated the year 
in our beautifully dappled garden. The beauty of the 
occasion is always its informality, with staff past and 
present mingling with pupils. One of the highlights was the 
delight on the faces of Mr Michael’s former pupils when 
they espied him waiting for them on a bench as they 
arrived. He high-fived them all with mature and considered 
aplomb.

Awards were given in respect of achievements 
accomplished during the year. Ali Safarkhanloo was the 
inaugural recipient of the Paras Shah Plate, given for 
kindness, compassion, unassuming modesty, great 
humour, team spirit and humanity shown to the rest of the 
House. The plate is in memory of Paras, a wonderful 
Collinson boy who graced the pupil body in my first year 
here and who tragically lost his life in 2016. We will not 
forget him.

And Junhao Zhu (alumnus, now at MHS) won the Collinson 
Centennial Plate, awarded for volume and quality of 
contribution to House endeavour. Lastly, Yuemei Jiang, 
another former pupil, was formally made up to Collinson 
Monitor.

It is a privilege for us staff to witness such a happy 
occasion. The laughter and happiness of our pupils are very 
certainly apposite accompaniments to their academic 
success.

Mr Lawson

Foundation-wide Activities
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Residential Trip to Paris
On the morning of 24 June, thirty-eight pupils 
across Years 9, 10 and 11 set off for Paris. The 
first day was full of sight-seeing experiences; we 
went on a boat cruise along the River Seine, then 
to the Champ de Mars for a picnic lunch and to 
take some photos of the iconic Eiffel Tower. In 
the afternoon we visited Montparnasse Tower 
and took in the breathtaking views of the city. 
We then walked through the Luxembourg 
Gardens before visiting the palace. Walking up 
the mighty hill to the Sacré-Cœur, we spent the 
evening enjoying some free time in Montmartre.

On the second day we visited the Musée de 
l'Armee. This impressive building contains the 
tomb of Napoleon Bonaparte. We then visited 
the outside of the Louvre for another photo 
opportunity. In the afternoon there was some 
free time for shopping on the famour Champs-
Elysées before visiting the Arc de Triomphe.

On the final morning we visited Notre Dame. We were all 
impressed with the stunning architecture outside and the 
serene atmosphere inside. We then took in some modern 
art at the Pompidou centre before departing Paris for 
London. Throughout the trip we held a photo competition 
and the entries were incredible! Here are a selection of our 
favourites. Ms Derry
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Post GCSE Field Trips
To kick off the Year 11 Post GCSE programme, Mr 
Pritchett, Miss Moustafa and Ms Moss led a cross-
curriculum educational trip to Hampstead village on 
8 June. The visit included key attractions and visits to 
three famous residences: the English poet John 
Keats's house, Austrian-born neurologist Sigmund 
Freud's home and the English painter John 
Constable's house.

We went on a glorious ramble up onto Hampstead 
Heath to learn how the painter observed the sky 
from the famous viewpoint on Parliament Hill, and 
painted beautiful landscapes with vistas of the City 
of London such as the one masterfully painted in 
1836 called Hamsptead Heath with a Rainbow. We 
were so lucky with the weather and the pupils saw 
first hand why so many prominent people were - 
and still are - drawn to such a charming part of 
London.

Ms Moss

The world heritage site of Kew Gardens is an 
immersive experience for all who visit. Without an 
exception the pupils at The Mount, Mill Hill 
International have enjoyed the diversity of flora which 
the Gardens have to offer.

The newly restored Temperate House added more 
than a significant amount of magic to our visit and 
pupils were able to enjoy the vistas of the Gardens 
from the Upper Gallery. They agreed that this is a 
unique location and unlike any other botanical garden 
which they have visited around the world.

We also visited the Shirley Sherwood Gallery, with its 
exquisite display of botanical paintings and drawings. 
Pupils were inspired by these drawings while 
producing their own art pieces in the workshop 
activity.

Dr Biswas

On 25 June, a group of pupils went to visit two of the most iconic buildings in London - St Paul's Cathedral and The 
Central Criminal Court of England and Wales, commonly known as The Old Bailey.

At St Paul's the pupils explored the Cathedral Floor and Crypt and learnt about its chapels. They were able to view 
a number of historically significant items, as well as visit the resting places of important figures throughout British 
history. In addition to this, pupils visited the Whispering Gallery, where they experienced one of the Cathedral's 
charms, sending messages to one another by whispering on opposite sides of the dome. The groups also went up 
to the Golden Gallery and witnessed some of the most spectacular views of London.

Visiting The Old Bailey, pupils had the opportunity to observe the judicial arm of our system of governance in 
action. They witnessed a Barrister presenting his opening statements to the court and a jury in an actual trial.

At the end of the trip, the pupils' feedback was positive about the entire experience. What stood out most for the 
pupils was that it was very different to what they were used to seeing on television.

Mr Garsee
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Post GCSE Workshops
On 11 June we were joined by experts in Personal 
Safety who taught pupils about how to stay safe 
when travelling in London and abroad. Pupils were 
taught how to avoid and disengage from risk 
scenarios and were taught self-defense techniques 
in a practical workshop.

Ms Proudlove

On 13 and 14 June, we explored Higher Education in 
the UK and abroad. Pupils had the opportunity to 
learn more abroad. Pupils had the opportunity to 
learn more about studying at university and about 
the application process in the UK. They were also 
introduced to apprenticeships and gap years. Pupils 
spent time on the UCAS website and other careers 
websites researching potential professions and 
courses that they might be interested in pursuing. 
Pupils also had the opportunity to speak one-on-one 
with a careers advisor.

Ms Proudlove

Research shows that seven out of ten pupils wouldn't 
know what to do if someone they knew was hurt.

We believe that every young person should have the 
chance to learn vital life-saving skills. With that in 
mind we invited the St John Ambulance, the UK's 
leading first aid charity, to come into the School and 
run a First Aid course for the pupils.

Over the course of the day, pupils learnt a variety of 
first aid techniques to respond to issues such as:

• Choking
• Managing an unresponsive casualty
• Resuscitation
• Major bleeding
• Breaks

The pupils particularly enjoyed the more practical 
aspects of the course, bandaging each other up and 
using the resuscitation dummy. Hopefully they won't 
have to put their new found skills to the test, but they 
will be ready if they do!

Mr Pritchett

On 9 and 10 June, thirteen intrepid explorers ventured 
out into the Sussex countryside to walk their planned 
20km routes as part of their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. The three teams navigated, set up camp and 
cooked together, all the time under the watchful eye of 
their assessor. Pupils performed very well, showing 
resilience, determination and great team spirit.

Mr Hughes-Caley

For the final creative session of the year, pupils had the 
opportunity to learn the art of silk screen painting. 
During the workshop pupils developed a design for a T-
shirt and researched how to create a single colour logo, 
paying attention to the use of colour by creating a 
contrasting, eye-catching image. We spent time using 
Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop to edit the design, and 
then transferred them on to a digital decal cutter. 
Stencils were produced and used with the silk screen to 
produce the print. Everyone completed the process and 
walked away with a new creative skill, an understanding 
of how the industrial process of printing T-shirts work, 
and their very own customised unique wearable T-shirt.

Ms Moss
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Year 11 Activities
This year marked the first time that pupils at The Mount, Mill Hill 
International were able to attend an invaluable, week-long work 
experience placement. In the Autumn Term, our Year 11s used their 
tutorials to discuss possible placements and career paths. From there, the 
School worked with Barnet Education Business Partnership to find 
appropriate businesses and workplaces that would be suitable for our 
pupils. Once they had been allocated a potential business, many of the 
pupils had to go through the experience of an actual interview. Though 
this may have been nerve-wracking for them, it was an excellent chance 
for them to get a taste of the future world of work.

All of our pupils that were eligible for work experience were successful in 
getting a place. The placements were in a variety of sectors: from nursery 
schools to PR agencies, opticians to newspapers, garden centres to law 
firms and many more. Pupils spent a week learning about what the world 
of work is really like; they had to commute to work (ensuring they arrived 
punctually), dress appropriately and seamlessly fit into an existing team. 
Some of their tasks at their respective placements included: inputting 
data, writing up reports, leading activities and shadowing their mentors.

It was a great success and the pupils have unanimously said that they 
found it very fulfilling. Many of them received exemplary feedback from 
their mentors and managers, with more than one being offered further 
work experience if they should wish. If there are any parents or guardians 
that have a work experience placement that they could offer to one of our 
pupils next summer, please contact the School.

Ms Barnard

"Dress to Impress" was the theme 
chosen by our Year 11 pupils for 
their annual Summer Ball, and 
impress they certainly did.

The guests arrived on to the red 
carpet and our resident paparazzo 
Mr Michael was there to capture the 
moment. Mocktails and canapes 
were served on the top terrace on a 
glorious midsummer evening to the 
faint sounds of jazz playing in the 
background.

The evening then moved inside to our Casino-themed dining room, where pupils were served a sumptuous feast 
of lamb, potatoes and seasonal vegetables followed by a chocolate and raspberry pudding.

the party got under way with a DJ playing this year's greatest hits and a croupier set the wheel spinning with a 
game of Roulette and Blackjack. We had the service of a fantastic photo booth with all sorts of props which 
produced instant photos of everyone having fun.

An excellent evening was held by all; a perfect way to celebrate the end of a fantastic year in which a lot of hard 
work was done and some lifelong friendships were made. Ms Jennings
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Sports Round Up

A number of pupils represented the Mill 
Hill School Foundation in rugby matches 
during the Autumn Term. A special well 
done to our Year 9 pupils, who played 
rugby for the first time and made superb 
progress. All pupils committed to games 
and training sessions during the week, 
with matches played on Saturdays.
U14 – Arda Karaduman, Nikola Rangelov, 
Burak Sahin
U15 – Ahmadou Kaba
U16 – Bardia Gougani

The annual 10 Mile and 5 Mile Cups took 
place in the spring term. MMHI pupils 
represent their individual houses, which each 
participant completing one lap of the tough 
one mile course before passing the baton on 
to a team mate. A big crowd made this event 
great fun, with a supportive atmosphere and 
a real theme of commitment and resilience 
amongst the runners.

MMHI had three footballers make great 
progress in the U15 team at School. They all 
contributed to a strong set of results for their 
respective teams, with very solid progress 
being made at this age group. Madi 
Kassymkhan was also in the squad for the 
School’s first ever entry in the ISFA national 
Futsal competition.
U15 – Ahmadou Kaba, Madi Kassymkhan, 
Amirebrahim Seyedmousavi

Jason Yue, Henry Tse, Israel Morfin Chavez 
Jr. and Yoshiaki Shiokawa were selected in 
the Mill Hill School Foundation team for 
the ISA London North badminton 
competition in the spring. Having worked 
on their skills at the badminton club 
throughout the term, they competed in 
both singles and doubles in a round robin 
competition format, against a number of 
sides, one of whom included an England 
national player. We are really pleased with 
the progress these pupils have made this 
year.

Two MMHI pupils represented the Mill Hill 
School Foundation in their first ever 
volleyball match this year. Regular 
attendees of the school volleyball club, 
Derin Kemer and Lalin Oner are both 
talented players and it was great for them 
to get the opportunity to demonstrate 
their skills in a competitive fixture against 
another school.
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Prizegiving
Thursday 28 June saw us enjoy our third annual prize-giving service at the Mill Hill School Foundation chapel. We 
were joined by the Chair of Governors, Dr Amanda Craig and our guest speaker this year was Mr Pramod Achan, 
an Old Millhillian and a pre-eminent Orthopaedic surgeon. Mr Achan spoke eloquently of his school and 
professional experiences and offered our pupils advice on how to develop their resilience.

Three Year 11 pupils also gave moving speeches exploring their experiences at MMHI and offering advice to 
future pupils. They also took the opportunity to thank their teachers. Sixteen prizes were awarded to pupils in 
Year 9, 10 and 11 for their academic effort or academic achievement. This year the major prizes were won by 
Claudia Zhao for outstanding contribution and achievement academically; to Azzurra Corbett-Englaro for 
outstanding contribution to co-curricular and to Bardia Gougani for outstanding contribution and service to the 
school community.

After the service in chapel, parents, pupils, staff and guests enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea in the Gym at 
MMHI. This was also an opportunity to view the Art and Design and Technology work of our pupils this year.

Useful Dates
GCSE Results Day

Boarders start to arrive at House

Welcome Reception at The Mount, Mill Hill International 

Thursday 23 August 

Tuesday 4 September, 12:00 

Tuesday 4 September, 15:00 

Term Dates, 2018/2019*
Tuesday 4 September
Wednesday 12 December
Monday 7 January
Thursday 4 April
Thursday 25 April
Friday 28 June

Start of the Autumn Term
End of the Autumn Term
Start of the Spring Term
End of the Spring Term
Start of the Summer Term
End of the Summer Term

*Please note that full term dates can be found on the School website
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